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PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICAL 

HISTORY 

or THE 

SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

O F T H E 

EUROPEANS 

IN THB 

£AST AND WEST INDIES. 

B O OK HI. 

Sttilements^ TraJe^ and Conquejis of the Englijh 

in the Eaji Indies. 

WE are totally unacquainted either with the fi o o It 
period in which the Britilh ules werepeo- . \ ^i _f 
pled, or with the origin of their firft inhabitants; Sketch of 

* ° the aacient 

All we can learn from the moft authentic hiftori- flatc of th« 
cal records, is, that they were fucceflively vifited fommcict. 
by the Phoenicians, the Carthaginians^ and the 
Gauls. The traders of thefc nations ^ufed to go' ^ 

there to exchange earthen veffels, fak, all kinds 
of iron and copger inftruments, for Ikiiv, flaves> 
hounds, and bult-dogs> and efpecially for tin. The 
Commodities exchanged were valued in proportion ' 
to their utility. Such mercantile articles were 
brought to thcfe people, as they undoubtedly fee 
a higher value upon, than thofe which they offer- 
ed in exchange. Neither of thefe parties are to 
Voi-II. ' B be 
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^ %? ^ ^^ accufed cither of ignorance or difhonefty. T6 
whatever country *of th^ uiaivcrfe we may repairj 
men will always be found as cunning as our- 
felvess and they will ever give thofe things 
they efteem the leaft^ in return for thofe which 
are in greater repute among them. 

A MERE loofe fpeculatidn would lead us to 
imagine, that iflanders have been the firft civil- 
ized people among mmkind. Nothing puts a 
flop to the excurfions of people living on a con- 
tinent : they may rove abotit in queft of fubfift- 
cnce, and, yet withdraw themfclves from the 
fcene of war. In iflands, it fhould feem, tli^t 
the cftablifhment of laws and mutual compaAsj 
muft of courfe become fooner nejceffary^ from the 
unavoidable conflidts of war^ and the inconve- 
niences of a too limited Ibciety. We obfervCi 
on the contrary, that the manners and the go- 
vernment of ifiandiers, are formed later and more 
impcrfeftly. It is among thefe people: that we 
trace the origin of that multitude of fiDgulaj in- 
ftttutions that retard the progrefs of population* 
Anthropophagy, the caftration of males, the la- 
fibylation of females> late marriages, the confe- 
eration of virginity, the approbatiQn of celi.bacy> 
the puniflioieftts exerciftd againft girls who |>e- 
<:ame rtiothers at too ^rly^ an age 5 perhaps ali0 
fallings^ felf-denials, and all thofe extravagancieg 
that would arife in convents^ if rbefe were a 
monaftcry of m^ and women intermixed, in 
lyhich the number of the former was by i^t 
the greateft, and without any poffibility of emi- 
gration% 

Whbk 
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When thefe Iflanders have found out the ^ 9tt^ ^ 
^ • ■ t . III. 

laieans of efcaping from the narrow circuit in 
which natural caufes had confined them during a 
feries of ages, they carry their cuftoms alt)ng 
with them jo the continents, where they have 
been perpetuated from one century to another, 
and where philofophers qf our days are ftill em- 
barrafled to mvcftisrate the reafon of them. The 
fuperabundance of pqpulation in iflands, w^ the 
cagfe of the tardy progrefs of civilization among 
their inhabitants} fince it became neceffary to 
put a continual ftop to that fuperabundance by 
yiolent meafures. An extreme ftate of barbarifm 
prevails upon that fpot, where the members of 
the fame family are compelled to extirpate each 
other. It is. the intercourfe of people among 
themfclyes, which diminifties their ferocity, a,s it 
is their fepar^tion frpm each other which con- 
tributes to prolong it. The Iflanders of our 
days have not entirely loft their primitive cha-- 
racier ', and perhaps ?n attentive obferver might 
find fome traces of it even in Great-Britain. 

T^E dominion of the Romans was not fuffi- 
ciently durable, nor fufEciently uninterrupted to 
improve, in any confiderable degree, the induftry 
of ^he JJritons. Even the fmall progrefs that 
hu(bandry and the arts had made during this pe- 
riod, was loft as foon as that haughty power had 
determined fo abandon this conqueft. The fpjrit 
of flayery which the fouthern inhabitants of Bri- 
tain had contracted, deprived them of the cou- 
rage neceflary, to refift, at firft, the overflowings of 
their neighbours the Pi(5ts, who had ftved them- 
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' °„? ^ felves from the yoke by flying towards the north 
of the ifland, and prevented them afterwards from 
being able to oppofc the more deftruftive, more 
obftinate, and more numerous expeditions of 
plunderers, that poured in fwarms ffom the north- 
ern parrs of Europe. 

All nations were affefted with this dreadful 
fcourge, the moft deftruftive, perhaps^ that ever 
was recorded in the annals* of the world j but the 
calamities which Great Britain particularly ex- 
perienced are inexpreflible. Every year, feveral 
times even in a year, her countries were ravaged, 
her houfes burnt, her women raviftied, her temples 
Itripped, her inhabitants maflacred, put to torture, 
or enflaved. All thefe misfortunes fucceeded each 
other with inconceivable rapidity. When the 
country was fo far deftroyed that nothing remain- 
ed to glut the avidity of thefe barbarians, they 
feized on the land itfelf. One nation fucceeded 
another. One band fupervening, expelled or ex- 
terminated the one that was already eftablilhed ; 
and this fucceflion of revolutions conftantly kept 
up indolencCj miftruft and mifery. In thefe 
difpiriting times, the Britons had fcarce any com- 
mercial connexion with the continent. Ex- 
changes were even fo rare among them, that it 
was neceflary to have witnefles for the fale of the 
leaft trifle. 

It might have been expected that the union of 

the two kingdoms would have put a flop to thefe 

calamities, when William the Conqueror fubducd 

Great Britain a little while after the middle of the 

eleventh century. His followers came from coun- 
tries 
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ries rather more civilized, more aftive, and more ^ o o k 
induftrious, than thofe they came to fettle in. 
Such a communication ought naturally to have 
reftified and enlarged the ideas of the conquered 
people. Unfortunately, the introduftion qf the 
feudal governmicnt occafioned fo fpeecjy and fo 
complete a revolution in matters of property, that 
every thing \7a^ throw'n into confufion. 

The minds of men were fcarcely fettled, and 
the conquerors and the conquered had but jpfl: 
begun to confider themfclyes as oae and the fame 
people, when the abilities and ftrength of the 
nation were engaged in fupporting thje pretenftons 
of their fbvereigns to the crown of France, In 
thefe obftin^te ^yars, the Englilh difplayed mili- 
tary talents and courage ; but, after feveral great 
efforts, and confiderable fuccefs, they were forced 
back into their ifland, where domeftic troybles 
expofed them to freih calamities. 

During thefe different period^, the whole 
jpomm.erce was in the hands of the Jews and the 
bankers of I^ombardy, who were alternately fa- 
voured and robbed, confidered as ufeful perfqns, 
and condemned tp d^eath, expelled and recalled. 
Thefe tumult^ were increafed by thp audacity of 
the pirates, vjrho being fometimes protected by 
the government with which they fhared their 
fpoils, attacked all (hips indifcriminately, and 
frequently fank their crews. The intereft of 
money was at fifty per cent. Leather, furs, butter, 
Ijead, and tin, were the only things exported from 
England at a very moderate rate, and thirty thou- 
jfand facks pf wool, which returned annually a 

B 3 moTP 
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^ %P ^ more ' confiderable fum. As the EngHfli were 
then totally unacquainted with the Art of dying 
this wool, and manufafturing it with elegance, the 
greateft part of this money returned. To remedy 
this inconvenience, foreign manufafturers were 
invited, and the people were prohibited from 
wearing any clothes that were not of home ma- 
nufafture. At the fame time, the exportation of 
manufaftured wool and wrought iron was forbid- 
den i two laws altogethef worthy of the age in 
which they were inftituted. 
. Hbnry VII. permitted the barons to difpofc of 
their lands, and the common people to buy them. 
This regulation diminiflicd the inequality which 
fubfifted before between the fortunes of the lords 
and their vaflals j it m^dc the latter more inde-r 
pendent, and infpired the people with the defire 
of enriching themfelves, and with the hope of en- 
joying their riches. There were Vtiany obftacles 
to this wifli, and this hopej fome of which were 
removed. The company of merchants eftablifh- 
ed at ]L,ondon was • prevented from eKading in 
future the fum of one thoufand five hundred and 
feventy-five livres * from each of the other mer- 
chants in the kingdom, defirous of trading ak 
the great fairs of the Low Countries. In order 
to fix a greater number of people to the labour^ 
of hufbandry, it was enaded, that no perfoq 
fhould put his fon or daughter out to aiiy kind of 
jtpprenticefhip, without being poffefled of a )re- 
yeiiUe of twenty-two livres ten fph f in landcc^ 

... 

propertjr; 
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|)ropcrty : this abfard law was afterwards miti-. boor 
gated. 

Unfortunately, that law which regulated 
the price of all forts of proyifions^ of woollens, of 
workmen^s wages, of ftufFs, and of clothing, 
was maintained iii full force. Orfier impedi- 
picnts even were throw'n in the way of commerce, 
on account of fome pernicious cfambinations that 
were fet on foot, It was a circumftance then un- 
known, that money, which is the reprefentativc 
of every thing, is, in it*s turn, reprefented by 
all vendible articles i that it is a commodity, 
which, like all others, muft be left to itfelf j that 
the value of it muft ncceflarily rife or diminilh 
every inftant, from an infinite number of idifFer- 
ent incidents; that every regulation of policy 
upon this matter cannot but be abfurd and detri- 
mental ^ that one of the means of multiplying 
ufurers, is to forbid ufury, becaufe this prohibition 
becomes an exclufive privilege for any one who 
fets the fpnfe of Ihame at defiance j that every 
law is ridiculous, whenever there are pofitivc 
means of eluding it ; that the general competi(ion 
which would arife from an unlimited liberty of 
trading with money, would neceff^rily reduce it 
to a lower intereft $ that ruinous loans, which it 
i^ the mtention to prevent, would be lefs frequent, 
iince' ^ borrower would have nothing to pay 
but the value of the money borrowed 5 whereas, 
in the prefent ftate of things, we muft add to this 
value the price which the ufurer fets upon his 
fonfcience, upon his honour, and upon the riik 
he runs from committing an illegal a£t; a price 

B 4 whijph 



B HfsTORY OF SETTLEMENtS AND TRADE 

^ %?. ^ w^ich rifes in proportion to the fcarcity of ufurersj 
and to the rigour with which the prohibitive law 
is obferved. 

From the fame wa»nt of difcernment, the ex- 
iportation of money in any kind of qoin was for- 
bidden ^ and, in order to prevent foreign mer- 
chants from carrying it clandeftinely away, they 
were compelled to change iqto Englilh merchan- 
^iize the entire produce of the good$ they ha4 
brought into England. The exportation of 
horfes was likewifc prohibited; and the people 
were not fufficiently enlightened to difcover, tha^ 
fuch a prohibition would neceflarily caufe the 
propagation and improvement of the fpecies to bq 
negledted. At length, corporations were eftablifti- 
cd in all the towns j that is to fay, the ftat;e au- 
thorifed all perfons of the fame profcffion, tq 
make fuch regulations as they fhould think ne- 
ceflary for their exclufive prefervation and fuc- 
cefs. The nation is ftill oppreffed with a rc- 
gulatiqn fo contrary to general induftry, an4 
which reduces every thing to a kind of mono- 
poly. 

Upon confidering fuch a number of ftrangQ 
laws, we might be induced to think that Henry 
was either indifferent about the profperity of hi§ 
Jcingdom, or that he was totally deficient in un- 
derftanding, Nevcrthelefs, it is certain that thi$ 
prince, notwithftanding his extreme avarice, often 
lent confiderablefums of money, without intereft, 
to merchants who had not property fufficient to 
carry on the fchemes they had planned : befides, 
|he wifdpm of his government is fo wdl confirmT 
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ed, that he is accounted, with reafon, one of the B o o i; 

greatift mpnarchs that ever fat upon the throne 

of England^ But, notwithftanding all the efforts 

of genius, it requires a fucceflion of feveral ages; 

before any fcience can be reduced to fimple prin-f 

ciples. It is the fame things with theories as with 

machines, ^hich are always very complicated at 

firft,. and which are only freed in the courfe o£ 

time, by obfervation and experience, from thofe 

ufelefs wheels which ferved naerely to increafe their 

fridion. 

The knowlegc of the fucceeding reigns wa$ 

not much more extenfive upon thofe matters we 
are treating of. Some Flemings, fettled in Eng^ 
land, were the only good workmen in that coun- 
try 5 they were almoft always infulted and op- 
prefled by the Englifh workmen, who were jealous 
of them without emulation. The . latter com-» 
plained that all the cuftomers went to the FJe- 
inings, and that thefe occafioned a rife in the 
price of corn. The government adopted thefe 
popular prejudices, and forbad all ftrangers to 
employ more than two workmen in their fhops. 
The merchants were not better treated than the 
workmen, and thofe even who were naturalized, 
were obliged to pay the fame duties as aliens. 
Ignorance was fp general, that the cultivation of 
the bed lands was negleded, in order to convert 
them into paftures, even at the time that the 
number of Iheep, which might be in one flock, 
was rcftrained by the laws to two thoufand. All 
mercantile correfpondences were centred in the 
J^w Countries, The inhabitants of thefe 'pro- 

vinccs 
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* ^P ^ vinccs bought the Englilh commodities, ancf 
circulated them through the different parts of 
Europe. It is probable that the nation would 
not have, for a long time, emerged from this fitu- 
ation^ had it riot been for a concurrence of fa- 
vourable Circumftances. , 

The Duke of Al va*s cruelties drove feveral able 
manufafturers into England, who carried the arc 
of the fine Flemifli manufaftures to London* 
The perfecutions which the Proteftants fuffercd 
in France, fupplied England with workmen of aU 
Jcinds, Elizabeth, impatient of con tradition, but 
knowing and deflrous of doing what was right, 
at once defpotic and popolar, with the advantages 
of a good underftanding, and of being properly 
obeyed, availed herfclf of the fermentation of 
men's minds, as prevalent throughout all her do^ 
minions as through the reft of Europe i and while 
this fermentation produced, among other nations, 
nothing but theological difputes, and civil or fb-* 
reign wars, in England it gave , rife to a lively 
fpirit of emulation for commerce, and for the im- 
provement of navigation. 

The Englifli learned to build their fliips at 
home, which they bought before of the merchant^ 
of Lubee and Hamburgh. They were foon the 
only perfons who traded to Mufcovy by the wajf 
of Archangel, newly difcoveredj and they pre- 
Jently became competitors with the Hanfc towns 
in Germany, and in the north. They began to 
trade with Turkey. , Several of their navigators 
attempted, though in vain, to difcover a paffagc 
to India by the nor^^rfj feas. At length Drake, 

Stephens, 
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Stephens, Cavendifli, and fonne others, reaehed * ^ p ^ 
that place, fonne by the South Sea, and others by w l ^ L ^ 
doubling the Capp of Good Hope. 

The fuccefs of thefe voyages was fuffidcnt to Firft vpy- 
deterniine the moft able merchants of London to Engi.ihto 
cftablifh a connpany in the year i6odi which 6t)- '"'^*** 
tained an exclufive privilege of trading to the 
Eaft Indies. The aft which granted this privi* 
lege fixed it for fifteen years : it declared, that 
if it (hould prove injurious to the ftate, it fliould 
be annulled, ar^ the company fupprefled, by 
giving two years previous notice to it's members* 

This claufc of referve arofe from the difplea- 
farp the tommons had lately (hew'n on account o^ 
a grant, the novelty of which might poffibly of- 
fend them. The cjuecn had returned to the 
houfe, and had fpokeh on this occafion in a man- 
ner worthy to ferve as a lefToa to all fovereigns. 

« Gentlemen," faid Ihe to the members of - 
the houfe commiflioned to return her thanks, *' I 
^f am extremely fenfible of your attachment, and 
*' of the care you have taken to give me an au- 
" thentic teftimony of it. This affection fot my 
*^ pcrfon had determined you to apprize me of a 
^* fault 1 had inadvertantly fallen into from igno- 
•* ranee, but in which my will had no Ihare. If 
^*. your vigilance had not difcovered to me the 
f* mifchiefs which my miftake might have pro^ 
^« duccd. What pain (hould I not have felt — I^ 
f* who have nothing dearer to me than the affec- 
I* tion and prefervation of my people ? May my 
^ hand fuddenly wither, may my heart be ftruck 
(^ ^t once With a deadly bl6w, before I fhall ever 

*^ grant 
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9 o o K c<, grant particular privileges that my fubjeds 
*^ may have rcafon to complain of ! The fplen- 
^^ dour of the throne has not fo far dazzled my 
^* eyes, that I ftiould prefer the abufe of an un- 
'* bounded authority to the ufe of a power exer-f 
«^ cifcd by juftice. The brilliancy of royalty 
*^ blinds only thofc princes who are ignorant of 
^' the duties that the crown impofes. I dare be- 
^' lievc that I (hall not be ranked among fuch 
*' mon^rchs. I know that I hold' not the fcepter 
*' for my own proper advantage, and that I ara 
*' entirely devoted to the fociety, which has put 
" it's confidence in me. It is my happinefs to 
^' fee that the ftate has hitherto profpered under 
*' my government ; and that my fubjc<5ls are 
*' worthy that I fhould yield up my crowa and 
'« my life for their fakes. Impute not to me the 
'* improper meafures I may be engaged in, nor 
f^ the irregularities which may be committed un- 
«' der the fanftjon of my name,. You know that 
^' the oiinifters of princes are too often guided 
*' by private interefts, that truth feldom reachei? 
*« the ears of kings, and that, obliged as they 
*' are, from the multiplicity of affairs they are 
*^ laden with, to fix their attention on tliofe which 
^' are of the greateft importance, it is impoffible 
*f they fhould fee every thing with their own 
'« eyes/' 

From the perufal of this wife fpeech, we fliould 
be inclined to believe, that an abfolute monarch, 
who is juft, fteady, and enlightened, would be 
the beft of princes : but on the other hand, we 
Jhould confi(icr| that if this reign vjrere to be lad- 
ing 
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Ing, the people would negleft the affcrtioil of * ^^j^ ^ 
thofe rights, of which they would have no occa- 
fion to avail themfelves j and that nothing could 
be more fatal to them than the continuation of 
this lethargy, under a reign fimilar to the> firft, 
unlefs it be the prolongation of it under a third* 
Nations fometimes make attempts to delivct 
themfelves from an oppreflion impofed by vio- 
lence ; but never ftrive to fet themfelves free 
from a ftate of flavery, into ^hich they have been 
led by mild and gentle proceedings. Sooner or 
later a tyrant, either weak minded, or cruel, or 
devoid of underftanding, will fucceed to the ma- 
nagement of an abfolute power, which has never 
been oppofed. The people who are the viftims 
of this dcfpotifm, think they are deftined to be 
fb. They have loft the fenfe of liberty, which 
can only be maintained by perpetual exertion. 
Perhaps, had the Englifh been governed by three 
fucceflive fovercigns fimilar to Elizabeth, they 
would have been the moft abjeft of all flaves. 

The funds of this company were, at firft, far 
from being confiderable. Part of them was ex- 
pended in fitting out a fleet of four fhips, which 
failed in the beginning of the year 1601 5 and the 
reft was fent abroad in money and merchandife, 

Lancaster, who commanded the expedition, 
arrived the year following at the port of Achem, 
which was at that time a very celebrated mart. 
Intelligence had been received there of the vic- 
tories gained by the Englifli over the Spaniards 
at fea; and this intelligence procured him a moft 
diftinguilhed reception. The king behaved to 

bim 



14 HISTORY Off SBTtUAJEiJTfi AND TRADE 

y o o ^ ijim in the fonw maancr as \( he had been his 

III ' • 

' ^ cftual i he ordered that his own wiyes richly ha- 
|:|ited, fliould play fcvcral airs in his prcfcnce, on 
a variety of inftrumcnts. This favour was fol- 
lowed by all the compliances that could be wifti- 
cd for to facilitate the eftabliftimcnt of a fafe and 
advantageous comnierce. The Englifh ^admiral 
lyas received at Bantam in the fame manner as at 
the place where he firft landed $ and a (hip, which 
he had difpatd>ed to the Molucca iflands^ brought 
him a confidcrable cargo of cloves and nutmegs* 
With thefe valuable fpices, and the pepper he 
took in at Java and Sumatra^ he returned fafe to 
ilplurope^ 

This early fuccefs determined the fqciety, whp 
h^d intrufted their interefts in the hands of thji^ 
able man, to form fcttlen^ents in Iijdia j bjut not 
withput the confent of the natives. They did not 
wifli to begin with conquefts. Their expeditions 
were nothing more.than the entefprifcs of humatie 
and fair trader^. They conciliated to themfelve$ 
the affedtion of the people j but this procured thenl 
no advantage, except a few faAories ; and they 
were in no condition to fuftain the rivalfliip of 
i)ther nations that had m^de themfclvcs for- 
niid^ble. . 

The Portuguefc and the Dutch,were in gof- 
feflion of large provinces, well fortified places, 
and good harbours. By thefe advant^es their 
trade was fccured againft the natives of the 
country, and againft new competitors j their re-» 
jurn to Europe was facilitated 5 ?nd they had op- 
pprtunities of getting a gpod falcfgr the commo- 

5 dities^ 
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Acics they carried to Afi^^ and of purchafisg thdc • ^^ ^ 
ihey wanted at a moderate price. The Engliihj 
d& the contrary^ ^pofed to (he caprice of feafoas 
and of the people^ having nx> ftrengch> er place 
of fecurity^ and dcriyiiig their fupplics from 
England oaly^ could no^ aocordiog to the i^ea^ 
then prevailing^ carry on an advanta^ous trade. 
They thought that it was difficult to acquire great 
ridies witlK)ut great injuftice, and that, in w3sftr 
to (wpafs or icven equal the nations they had cen- 
fured, they muft purfue the fanic condu^* This 
was an ecror which led them into falfe n^afures. 
With magdms more falutary, they wovild have 
heen fenfibki that if goodnefsj mildnefas bene^ 
voience, 4nd humanity^ do not lead to pfofperity 
fo TapkUy as violence s yet the power th^ is fixed 
upon &> refpeftable a baQs, will be more firm and 
durable. By tyranny, a precarious authority and 
a diilurbfid poOe^lon, pan only be obtained ; 
while that which flows from juftice, attr.afts, ifi 
l^.tndi every thing to it*s own center. The do- 
minioa of force is confidered as a fcourge, that 
pf v'utue as a bleOlng s and I never'can be con* 
arinced, that it is a matter of indifference, whether 
we make our appearance before foreign nations, 
in the character of infernal fpirita, or in that of 
Jceleftial beings. 

The plan of forming lafting Settlements, and 
of attempting Gonqucfls, (bemed too great to be 
^ccompliihed by the forces of an infant fociety : 
but they .flattered themfclv^s that they fliould 
meet with prote&ion, becaufe they thought them- 
lelves ufefiuL They were difappointed in. their 
expeftations,^ They could obtain nothing from 

James 
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^ ^11^ ^ James !• a weak prince, infe£fccd with the falife 
w «' V ■■■ .^ philofophy of his age, a man of wit, of a flibtild 
and pedantic genius, and better quali6ed to be 
at the head of an univerfity than to prefidc over 
an empire. By their aftivity, pcrfevcrance^ and 
judicious choice of officers and fadlors^ the com* 
pany provided thofe fuccours which were refufed 
them by their fovereign^ They eredled forts, and 
founded colonies in the iflands of Java, Poleron, 
Amboyna, and Banda. In this manner ^they 
fhared the fpice trade with the Dutch, which will 
always be the moft certain branch of eaftern com- 
merce, becaufe the objefts of it arc become nc- 
ceffary articles of life. It was of more import* 
ance at the time we are fpcaking of, becaufe the 
.luxury which arifes fron:i caprice had not then 
made fo much progrcls in Europe as it has done 
fince, and becaufe there was not th^t prodigious 
demand for India linens, fluffs, teas, and Chinefc 
varnilh, that there is at prefcnt* 
Difputet The Dutch had not driven the Portuguefe from 

l%\lVhd ^^^ fpice- iflands with a view of fuffering a nation 
clutch. .^Q, fettle there, whofe maritime force, chara6tcr> 
and form of government, rendered their rivalfliip 
ftill mofe formidable. They had niany advan<- 
tages on their fide, fuch as powerful colonies, a 
well-exercifed navy, firm alliances, a great fund 
of wealth, a knowlege of the country, and of the 
principles and details of commerce; while the 
Englifh, who were deficient in all thcfe particu- 
lars, were attacked Jn all poflible ways. 

The firft ftep their rival took was to drive 
them from the fertile places, where they had 
formed fcttlements* In the, iflands where their 

power 
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}ft)wer way left eftiblilhedi they endeavoured, by ^ 
accufaii^s, equally Void of truth and decency^ 
to taakd them odious to theriatives 6f the country, 
Thcfe fhameful expedients not meeting with all 
the fuccefs the Dutch expected, thofe avaricious 
traders Wfol ved to proceed to afts of violence. An 
extraordinary odcafiori brought On the corhmence* 
mcnt of hoftilities fooner than it was imagined. 

It is a cuftoni at Java for the hew-married 
women to difpute with their hufbands the firft 
favours of love. This kind of coritefti which the 
iften take a pride in termiilating immediately, and 
the Women in protrafting as long as pofliblci 
fometimes lafts feveral weeks. From whence can 
this capricious refinement of coquetry proceed^ 
fince it exifts not in the nature of man> nor in- 
that of the brute? Does the Javanefe Woman in- 
tend, by this conduft, to infpire herhuftand with 
confidence in her mof als both before and ' aftet 
marriage ? Does fhe mean to irritate his pafllonsi 
which are always more violent in a raVilher than 
in a favoured lover ? Or does fhe think of en- 
hancing the value (he fets upon her charms, upon 
her favours, and upon the facrifice of her liberty? 
The king of Bantam having juft overcome the 
rcfiftance of a new bride, made public enter- 
tainments in celebration of his triuipph. The 
ftrangcrs in the harbour were invited to thefe 
feftivals. The Engliih, unfortunately for them, 
were treated with too much diftinftion. The 
Dutch looked with a jealous eye upon this pre- 
ference, and did not defer revenge a moment* 
They attacked them on all fides. 

Vol. 11, C Ths 
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The Indian ocean becanric^ at this period, the 
fcenc of the mod bloody engagements between 
the maritioic forces o£ the two nations. They 
fought out, attacked^ and combated each other 
with the fpirit of men who chofe to conquer or 
to d[ie« Equal courage appeared on both fidesj 
but there was a difparity in their forces. The 
Englifti were on the point of being overcome^ 
when fonf>e moderate people in Europe, which 
the flames of war had not reached, endeavoured 
to find out the means of accommodating their 
differences. By an infatuation, which it is not eafy 
to explaitti the very ftrangeft of all was adopted. 

In 1 6 1 9, the two companies figned a treaty, the 
purport of which was, that the Molucca ifland3i 
Amboyna and Banda, fhould belong in comnrnm 
to the two nations : that the Engli0i fhould have 
one third, and the Dutch two thirds of the pro- 
duce at a fixed price : that each, in proportion 
to the benefit they received, fliould contribute to 
the defence of thefe iflands : that a council, com- 
piofed of fkilful men of both parties, (hould re-* 
gulatc all the affairs of commerce at Batavia : 
that this agreement, guaranteed by the refpcdive 
fovercigns, (hould laft twenty years : and that, if 
stny differences fhould arife duriftg this interval 
that could not be fettled by the two companies, 
they fhould be determined by the king of Great 
Britain and the States- general of the United Pro- 
vinces. Among all the political conventions prc- 
ferved in hiftory, it would be difficult to find a 
more extraordinary one than this. It met with 
the fate it defervcd« 

The - 
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The Dutch in India were no fooner informed ^ ^-.? ^ 
t)f it, than they devifed means to render it inef- 
feftual. The fituation of affairs favoured theif 
defigni. The Spaniards arid the Portugaefe had* 
taken advantage of the difputes between their' 
enemics> to regain the fettlementsTn the Moluc- 
cas. They might fortify themfelves there ; and 
it was dangerous to give them time. -The Englifh 
tommiflaries concurred with them in opinion, that' 

it would be befl: to attack theni without delay j but: 

-t 

added, that they were not in the leaft prepared to 
aft in concert with them. This declaration, 
which was expecVed, was regiffered j and their 
affociates embarked aldne in an expedition, all 
the advantages of which they referved to them- 
felves. The agents of the Dutch company had 
only one ftep further to go, to get all the fpices' 
into the handis of their matters, which was, to' 
drive thelV tfvals from the iQand of Amboyna. 
The method by which they fucceedcd in this pto- 
jcft was very extraordinary. 

A Japanese, iri the Dutch fefvice at Amt)oy- 
na, made himfelf fufpefted by his imprudent cu- 
riofity. He was feized, and confeffed that he 
had entered into an engagement with the foldiers 
of his nation to deliver up the fort to the Englifli. 
His cortirkdes confirmed his account, making the ' 
fame confeffion. Upon thefe unanimous depofi— 
tions, the authors of the confpiracy, who did not ' 
difaVow, but even acknowleged it, were loaded 
with irons t and the ignominiousdeath which all 
the? criminals Were condemned to fufFer, put aii 

C 2 end 
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^ ^11^ ^ ^"^ ^^ ^^^ P^^^* ^^^^ ^s the account given by 
the Dutch. 

The Englilh have. always confidered this ac- 
cufation as the fuggeftion of an unbounded ava- 
rice. They have maintained, that it was abfurd 
to fuppofe, that ten fadors and eleven foreign 
foldiers could have formed the projcdt of feizing 
upon a place which was garrifoned by two hun- 
dred men : that even, if thefe unhappy perfons 
had thought it pofTible to execute fo extravagant a 
plan, they would have been difcouraged by the 
impoffibility of obtaining fuccours to defend 
them againft'an enemy who would have befieged 
them on all fides. To make a con(piracy of this 
kind probable, it requires ftronger proof than a 
confeffion extorted from the accufed by extremity 
of torture. The torments of the rack never af- 
forded any other proof, than that of the courage 
or weaknefs of thofe whom barbarous cuftom had 
condemned to it. Thefe confiderations, ftrength- 
cncd by feveral others almoft equally con- 
vincing, have made the ftory of the conlpiracy 
of Amboyna fo fufpcfted, that it has generally 
been confidered as a mere excufe for the moft 
atrocious avarice. | 

The miniftry of James I. and the whole na- j 

tion> were at that time fo engaged in ecclefiaf- 
tical fubtleties, and the difcuffion of the rights 
of king and people, that they were not fenfible 
of the infults offered to the Englifli name in the 
Eaft. This indifference produced a caution which, 
foon degenerated into weaknefs. Thefe iflanders, 

however. 
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however, maintained the bravery of their charac- book 
ter better at Coromandel and Malabar. . <J— y-i 

They had eftabliflied faftories at Mazulipa- J^^^Jp^^^^j.^ 
tarn, Calicut^ and fevcral other ports, and even at ^'^^^ the 
Delhi, Surat, the richeft nnart in thefc countries, 
tempted their ambition in i6ii. The inhabi- 
tants were difpofed to receive them ; but the Por- 
tuguefe declared, that if this nation were fuf- 
fered to make a fettlcment, they would burn all 
the towns upon the coaft, and feize all the Indian 
vcffcls. The government was awed by thefe me- 
naces. Middleton, difappointed in his hopes, 
was obliged to abandon the place, and return 
through a numerous fleet, to which he did piore 
damage than he received from it. ^ 

Captain Thomas Beft arrived in thefe lati- 
tudes the year following, with a very confiderablc 
force. He was received at Surat withouf any op- 
pofition. The agents he, carried out with him 
had fcarce entered upon their employments when 
a formidable armament from Goa made it's ap- 
pearance. The Englifli aidmiral, reduced to this 
alternative, either of betraying the interefl:s he 
was intrufl:ed with, or of expofing himfelf to the 
greatcft danger in defending them, did not hefi- 
tate what part be fhould take. He twice attack- 
ed the Portuguefe, and, notwith (landing the great 
inferiority of his fquadron, gained the viftory 
each time. However, the advantage the van- 
guifhed derived from their pofition, their ports, 
and their fortrefles, always made the Englifh na- 
vigation in Guzarat very difficult. They were 
pbligcd to- maintain a conftant ftruggle againft an 

C 3 obftinatp 
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obftinate enemy that >yas not difcouraged by de- 
feats. No tranquillity was to be obtained, but 
at the price of new contefts and new triumphs. ^ 
TheEngiuh ^HE ncws of thefe glorious fuccefles* afi:ainfl: a 

form coa- ^ . ' 

iwraioot nation which had hitherto been thought invin- 
cible, reached as far as the capital of Perfia. 

This vaft country, fo celebrated in antiquity, 
appears to have been free at the firfl: inftitution 
of it*s government. The monarchy ^gofe upon 
the ruins of a depraved republic. The Perfians 
were long happy, under this form of government : 
their manners were as fimple as their laws. At 
length, the fovereigns were infpired with the fpi- 
rit of conqueft. At that time, the. treafures of 
AfTyria, the fpoils of many trading 'najtions, and 
the tribute arifing from a vaft number of pro- 
vinces, brought immenfe riches into the empire, 
which foon occafioned a total alteration. The 
diforders rofe to fuch a pitch, that the care of 
the public amufements feemed to engage the chief 
. attention of government* 

A PEOPLE, totally devoted topleafure, could not 
fail, in a Jhort time, of being reduced to flavery. 
They were fucceflively brought into thaj ft^te by^ 
the Macedonians, the Parthians, the Arabians^ 
and the Tartars, and towards the clofe of the 
fifteenth century by the Sophis, who pretended 
to be the defccndents of Aly, author of the fa- 
mous reformation, by which Mohammedifm was 
divided into two branches, 

No prince of this new race made himfelf fo 
famous as Schah-Abbas, furnamed the Gr-eat, 
|ie' Concjuered Candahar, feveral places of im- 

c portancc 
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port^nce upon the Black Sea, pa^j^of 4r?^i*f ^ \f ^ 
and drovf the Turks pyt of G^rgia, Armenia, 
Mefopptaimiai an^ a}! the cpqntt^e^ thej^ had cpo- 
qucred beyond the Euphrates. 

These vidlorie? produced rennark^ble fihangifs 
in the interior adoiiniftration of the empire. The 
great men jtook advantage of the civil broils tp 
make themfelves independent j jhciy were de- 
graded, and all pofts of confrq^^^ee were given to 
ftrangers, who had neither the. power nor inclina^ 
tion to raife faftions. The army having take|i 
ppon themfelves to difpofe of the crown at their 
pleafure 5 they were reftrained by foreign troops> 
whofe religion ^nd cuftoms were differcnti An- 
archy had inclined the people tp fedition; an4 
to prevent this, the towns and villages were filled 
with inhabitants chofen out of nations, whofe man- 
oers and character bore no refemblance to thofe of 
the ancient inhabitants. Thefe arrangements gav^ 
fife to a defpotifm the mod abfolute, perhaps, thdt 
ijny country has ever experienced. 

It is ^ matter of aftoniftiment, that the great 
Abbas fhould have combined fpme views of pub- 
lic utility with this government, which was na- 
turally oppfeffive* Ife patronized the arts, and 
eftablifhed them in the capital, and in the pro- 
vinces; All perfons who brought into his do- 
ITiinions talents of any kind, were fure of being 
veil received, aflifted, ^nd rewarded. He would 
often fay, that fllrangers were the beft ornaments 
of an empire, and added more to the dignity of 
the prince than the pomp of the moA refined 
luxury. 

C 4 While 
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While Pcrfia was rifing from it's ruins by the 
different branqjips of induftry that were every 
where eftablifhed, a number of Arnnenians> tranf- 
planted to Ifpahan> carried the fpirit of commerce 
into the heart of the empire. In a little time, 
-thefe traders, and the natives of the country who 
followed their example, fpread themfelves over 
the Eaft, into Holland^ England, the Mediter- 
ranean, and the Baltic, and wherever commerce 
was carried on with fpirit and advantage. The 
Sophi himfclf bore a part in their enterprises, and 
advanced them confiderable fums, which they em- 
ployed to advantage in the moft celebrated marts 
in the world. They were obliged to return the 
capital on the terms agreed upon, and if they had 
increafed it by their induftry, he granted them 
fome recompence. 

The Portuguefe, who found that part of the 
Indian trade with Afia and Europe was likely to 
be diverted to Perfia, impofed rcftraints upon it. 
They would not fufFer the Perfians to purchafe 
merchandize any where but from their magazines : 
they fixed the price of it ; and if they fometimcs 
allowed it to be taken at the places where it was 
manufactured, it was always to be carried in their 
own bottoms, charging all expences of freight and 
exorbitant cuftoms. This ftrctch of power dif- 
pleafcd the great Abbas, who being informed of 
the refentment of the Englifti, propofeJ to ^unite 
their maritinrte ftrength with his land forces, to 
befiege Ormus. This place was attacked by the 
coqnbined.arms of the two nations, and taken in 
the year 1623, after a conteft that lafted twp 

months. 
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months. The conquerors divided the fpoil, which * ^ J^ ^ 
was immenfc, and afterwards totally demolifhed 
the place. 

Three or four leagues from hence the harbour 
of Gombroon prefented itfelf, fince called Bender 
Abafli. Nature feemed not to have defigned 
that it fhould be inhabited^ It is fituated at the 
foot of a ridge of mountains of an exceflive 
height ; the air you breathe feems to be on fire j 
fatal vapours are continually exhaling from the 
bowels of the earth ; the fields are black and dry, 
as if they had been fcorched with fire. Notwith- 
Handing thefe inconveniencies, as Bender-Abafli 
had thri advantage of being placed at the entrance 
of the Gulph, the Perfian monarch chofe to make 
it the center of the extenfive trade he intended to 
carry on with India. The Englifli joined in this 
projeft. A perpetual exemption from all impofts, 
and a moiety of the produft of the cuftoms, were 
granted them, on condition that they fhould main- 
tain, at leaft, two men of war in the Gulph. This 
precaution was thought ncccflary to fruftrate the 
attempts of the Portuguefe, whofe refentnrient was 
ftill to be dreaded. 

From this time Bender-Abafli, which was be- 
fore a poor fifliing town, became a flourifliing city. 
The Englifli carried thither fpices, pepper, and 
fugar, from the markets of the Eafl: ; and iron, 
lead, and cloths, from the ports of Europe. The 
profits arifing from thefe commodities were in- 
creafed by the very high freight paid them by the 
Armenians, who were fl:ill in poflrefl[ion of the 
f ichcft branch pf the. Indian commerce. 
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^ '^ji^ ^ These merchants had, for a long time, bcon 
copccrnai in the linen trade. . They had never 
been fupplanted either by the Portuguefe, who 
were intent only on plunder, or by the Dutch, 
whofe attention was totally confined to the fpicc 
trade. They might, nevertheleft, be apprehen- 
five, that they Ihould not be able to withftand the 
competition of a people whp were equajly rich, 
induftrious, adive, and frugal. The Armenian^ 
afted then as they have ever done fince : they went 
to India^ where they bought cotton, which they 
fent to the fpinncrs j^ the cloths were manufa£turc4 
under their ov/n infpeftion, and carried to Gonr^- 
broon, from whenc^J they were tranfported to 
Ifpahan. Fropi thence they werp conveyed jntp 
the different provinces of the frnpifCj th^ <Jo- 
minions of the Grand Signior, and into Eurqpf, 
where the quftom has prevailed of calling thcn^ 
Perfian manufaftures, though they were never 
m^d^ but on the coaft of Coromai^del. Such is| 
the influence of pames upon opinions, that th^ 
vulgar error, which attributes tpPerfia themanu- 
f^urc of India, will, in a feries of ages, perhaps, 
pafs with the learned in future times for an incon- 
teftible truth. The infurmountable difficulties 
which errors of this kind have occafioned in the 
hiftory of Pliny, and other ancient writers, fhould 
induce us to fet a h}gh value on the labours of the 
literati of this age, who colled the works of nature 
^Od of art, with a view of tranfmitting them tq 
ppfterity. 

In exchange for the merchandise they carried 
to Perfia, they g^ye thp follpwing articles, whicji 

were 
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Fere cither tl)e .produce of their osyn foil, or the ^ ^^ ^ 
^uits of their induftry. . ^ 

Silk, which was the principal eoaimodity ; arid 
lyas prepared and exported in great quantities. 

Car^manian wool, which nearly refcmbles that 
of the Vicuna. It was of great ufe in the manu- 
fadture of hats, and of fonne fluffs. It is a re- 
markable circumltanc^ in the goats which fupply 
it, that in th^ nnpnth of May the fleece f^ll§ off 
pf itfelf. 

Turquoises, which were nriore or lefs valu- 
able, according as they were procured from one 
or other of the three mix^es that produce them. 
They were formerly an article of the drefs of our 
ladies. 

Gold brocadies, which fold at a higher price 
than any ofthofe which are the produce of the mofl: 
.celebrated manufadures. Some of them were 
made to be wor'n on one, and others on both fides. 
They were ufed for window- curtains, (kreens, and 
magnificent foph^s. 

Tapestry, which has fince been fo well imi- 
tatedin p^urope, and Jias for ^ long time been the 
richeft furnitur? pf our rooms. 

Morocco leather, which, as other fkins, is 
brought to a degree of perfection that cannot be 
equalled any where eJfe. 

Shagreen, goats hair, rofe -water, medicinal 
roots, gums for colours, dates, horfes, arms, and 
many other articles, of which fome were fold in 
Ihdia, and others carried to Europe, 

Although the Dutch had contrived to get all 
the trade of the Eaft Indies ipto their hands, they 

viewed 



p% HISTORY OF TRADE AND SETTLEMENTS 

J 4 

B op K viewed the tranfadions of Perfia with a jealous 
immm^^^ eye. They thought the privileges enjoyed by 
their rivals in the road of Bender- Abaffi, might 
be compenfated by the advantage they had in 
having a greater quantity of fpices; and entered 
into a competition with them. 
Dcciihe of TilE Englifli, haraflcd in every mart by a power- 
in ladu!' ful enemy rcfolutely bent on their deftru<ftion>' 
were obliged every where to give way. Their fate 

was haftened by thofe civil and religious diffen- 
tions, which drowned their country in blood, and 
cxtinguifhed all fentiment and knowlege. India 
was totally forgotten, while more important in- 
terefts were at flake j and the company, oppreffed 
and difcouraged, were reduced to nothing at the 
time that the death of Charles I. afforded fo in- 
ilruc^ive and dreadful a leiToil. 

Cromwell, enraged at the favours the Dutch 
had lhew*n to the unfortunate family of the Sifuarts, 
and at the afylum they had afforded to the Eng- 
liih who had been profcribed ; and piqued that 
the republic of the United Provinces fhould pre- 
tend to the dominion of the fea ; proud of his 
fuccefs, and fenfible of his own ftrength, and of 
that of the nation under his command, refolved 
at the fame time to infpire refpeft for his country, 
and to avenge himfelf. He declared war againft 
the Dutch. 

Of all the maritime wars which have been re- 
corded in hiftory, none were conducted with more 
knoiivlege, or were more famous for the fkill of 
the commanders, and the bravery of the failors ; 
none have abounded with fo many obftinate and 
7 blopdy 
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bloody engagements. The Englilh gained the book 
fuperiority, and owed it to the fize of their fhips, '"* 
in which particular they have fince been imitated 
by other European nations. 

The Proteftor, whofe voice was law, did not 
exert himfelf as far as he might in favour of 
India. He contented himfelf with providing for 
the fecurity of the Englilh trade, procuring a dif- 
avowal of the maflacre at Amboyna, and infifting 
upon an indemnification for the defcendents of 
the unhappy viftims who perifhed in that dread- 
ful tranfadion. No mention was made in the 
treaty, of the forts taken from the nation by the 
Dutch in the ifland of Java, and in feveral of 
the Moluccas. It was ftipulated, indeed, that 
the ifland of Puleron Ihould be returned j but the 
trees that furnilh the fpices were all rooted up 
before the ifland was reftored to it's former maf- 
ters. As the foil however ftill remained, and 
that, in procefs of time, it might prove an ob- 
ftacle to the monopoly which Holland meant to 
cftablifli, it was retaken in 1666 ; and the repub- 
lic could never be prevailed upon by the intreaties 
of France to give it up. 

Notwithstanding this negleft, as loon as the Rcmai of 
company had obtained from the Protestor a re- tridemin- 
newal of their privileges in 1657, and found ^^** 
themfelves firmly fupported by the public autho- 
rity, they fliewed a fpirit of refolution which they 
had loft during their late misfortunes. Their 
courage increafed with their privileges. 

The fuccefs they had met with in Europe, ac- 
companied them into Afia, Arabia, Perfia, In- 

doftan^ 
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doftan, the caftcrn parts of India, China i and all 
I the markets where rhe Englitli had formerly 
traded, were opened to them. They were even 
received with more frankncfs and Icfs diftruft than 
they had experienced formerly. Their trade was 
carried on with great aftivity. And their profits 
were very confiderable ; nothing was wanting to 
complete their fuccefs, but to gain admittance 
into Japan, which they attempted. But the Ja- 
panefe, being informed by the Dutch that the king' 
of England had married a daughter of the king of" 
Portugal, refufed to' admit rhe Engfifh into theif ' 
ports. 

NoTWitHSTAHDrKG this difappointment, the 
company's affairs were in a very floUrilhing con- 
dition t they flattered themfelves with the plealing 
hopes of giving a greater extent and fecurity to' 
their trade, when they found their career re- 
tarded by a rivalfliipi which their own fUcccfi' 
created. 
I Some traders, fired with the relation of the ad- 
vantages to be obtained in India, refolved to un* 
dertakc voyages to that country. Charles II. 
, who, though feated on the throne, was nothing 
more than a private man of voluptuous and dif- 
folute manners, gave them pcrmiflion for a valu- 
able confideration : while, on the other hand, he- 
extorted large fums from the company, to enable 
him to perfecute thofc who encroached upon their 
:ompetition of this nature would un- 
jenerate into piracy. The Englifli, 
g enemies to each other, carried on 
with a fpiril of rancour and ani- 
mofity. 
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mofitjr> whicfe lowered them in tht opini<m of fhe* book 
people of Afia% 

The Dutch wilhcd to take advantage of fo dtU' 
guior a coflj unsure. Thcfe rcptrWicatiS had for 
a long time been abfolute matters of the Indian 
trsde. They had feen with regret a part of it taken 
out of their hands, at. the conclufion of the civil 
wars in England. They hoped to recover it bj^ 
the fuperiority of their forces^ when in 1^664 the 
two nations entered Into a war in all parts of the 
world; but the hoftilities did not continue loitg 
enough to anfwer thcfe fanguine expeftations. A^ 
the peace prevented them from having recourfe tc^ 
open riolcnce againft one another, they' refolved' 
to attack the fovereigns of the country to oblrgri^ 
them to (hut their ports againft their rival. The 
foolilh and dcfpicable behaviour of the Englrfh 
increafed the infolence of the Dutch, who pro- 
ceeded fo far as to drive them ignominiouffy from 
Bantam in 1680. 

So ferious and public an infult roufed the fpirit 
of the EngU^H company. The defire of re-efta-^ 
bKlhing their charader, gratifying their revenge^ 
and maintaining their interefts, animated them to 
the moft fpirited exertions. They equipped a fleet 
of twenty-three fhips, with eight thoufand regular 
troops on board. They were ready to fail, when 
their departure was poftponed by the king^s or- 
ders. Charles, whofe neceflities and licentioufnefs 
were unbounded, entertained hopes of receiving 
an' nnmenfc fum to induce' him to revoke' this 
order; As he could not obtain it frqm his fub- 
}tSts^ he was r^fblved to receive it from his ene- 
.... rnies* 
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* %i ^ ^^^^* ^^ facrificed the honour and trade of his 
nation for 2,250,0)00 livrcs*, which were paid him 
by the Dutch, who were intimidated by thcfe great 
prepar^ations. The intended expedition never took 
place. 

The connpany, exhauftcd by the expenccd of an 
armament which had been rendered ufclefs by the 
venality of the court, fent their vcflcls to India 
without the neceffary funds to fupply the cargoes j 
but with orders to the faftors, if poflible, to take 
them upon credit. The faith they had hitherto 
obferved in their engagements procured them 
6,750,000 livres t« Nothing can be more extra-* 
ordinary than the method that was taken to pay 
them back. 

JosiAS Child, who from being a diredor was 

become the tyrant of the Company, is faid, un- 
know'n to bis colleagues, to have fent orders to 

India, to invent fome pretence or other to de- 
fraud the lenders of their money. The execution 
of this iniquitous projeft was entrufted to his 
brother John Child, who was governor of Bom- 
bay. This avaricious, turbulent, and favage man 
immediately proceeded to make feveral claims 
upon the governor of Surat, fome more ridiculous 
than others. Thefe demands being anfwered as 
they dcferved, he attacked all the Veffels belong- 
ing to the fubjeds of the crown of Delhi, and 
fingled out in particular the (hips from Surat, as 
being the richeft. He paid no regard to velfels 
that failed with palTports from that crown, and 

• 93f749l» f 281,250!. 

carried 
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tiarricd his infolcnce fo for a$ to feize a fleet laden ^ ^^ ^ ' 
wkh provifion for the Mogul's army. This 
terrible pillage, which lafted the whole year 1688, 
occafioDed incredible lofies throughout all In^ 
doftan. 

Aua£ngz£be> who held the reins or the em-^ 
pire with a fteady hand, did not lofe a moment in 
revenging fo great an outrage. In the beginning 
of the year 1589, one of his lieutenants landed 
with twenty thoufand men at Bombay, an ifland 
of confequence on the coaft of Malabar, which k 
princefs of Portugal had brought as her dowry to 
Charles 11. and which that monarch had ceded to 
the company ip 1668. On the enemy's approach, 
the fort of Magazin was abandoned with fuch pre- 
cipitation, that money, provifions, leveral che(t$ 
of arms, and fourteen pieces of heavy cannon were 
left behind. The Indian general, encouraged by 
this hrQ: advantage, attacked the Engliih in the 
field, routed them, and obliged them to retire into 
the principal fortrefs, which he inverted, where 
he hoped foon to make them furrender. 

Child, who was as cowardly in time of danger 
as he had been daring in his piracies, immediately 
difpatched deputies to the emperor^s Court, to fue 
for pardon. After many intreaties, and much 
fubmiflion, the Englifh were admitted into the 
emperor*s prefence with their hands tied, and their 
faces towards the ground. AurengZebe, who was 
defirous of prcfcrving a connedion which he 
thought would be ufeful to his fubjefts, was not 
inflexible. Having delivered bimfelf in the ttile 
of an incenfed fovcreign, who could, and ought. 

Vol. n. D perhaps, 
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"J ^,? ^ perhaps, to revenge himfclf, he yielded to tHelV 
^-- V ■.' intreatics and fubmiflion. The removal of the 
author of the troableS] and an adeqtratc compen-* 
fation for fuch of his fubjcfls as had been plun- 
dered, was all the juftice exaftedon this occafion 
by the fiipreme will of the moft defpotic monarcb 
tfiactrer exiftcd. On thefe moderate terms, the 
Englifh were permitted ftiU to enjoy the privilegca 
they had obtained at di0erenc times in the road» 
belonging to t^iie Mogul. 

Thus ended this unhappy affair, which for fe- 
veral years interrupted the trade of the ccwnpany, 
brought on an expence of between nine and ten 
millions *, occafioned the lofs of five Urge veffels, 
and a greater number of fmall ones ; deftroyed 
many thoufand excellent failors, ' and ended' in the 
ruin of the credit and honour of the nation j two 
particulars, the value of which is above every 
eonfideration> and for which the two Childs ought 
to have forfeited their lives. 

By changing their maxims and their conduft^ 
the company might have flattered themfelveswitfi 
: of being extricated from the abyfa 
ficir own behaviour had plunged them, 
£ were foon dafheJ by a revolution 
ot direftly concern them. James II. 
and fanatic prince, but one who un- 
iritime affairs and commerce better 
lis cotemporarics, was depofed. This' 
Europe in arms. The confequences 
dyquarrcls are well know'n. Perhaps^ 

Oa xa average about 4,16,000!. 
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it IS not a matter of fuch univcrfal notoriety, that • ^^ ^ 
the French privateers took four thoufand two hun- 
dred Englifh merchantmen, valued at fix hundred 
fevcnty-five millions of livres*, and that the 
grcateft part of the veffcls returning from Indii 
were included in this fatal lift. 

These depredations were fucceeded by a rom* 
mercial arrangement, which muft naturally haftcn 
the ruin of the company. The French refugees 
had carried the culture of flax and hemp into Ire- 
land and Scotland. For the encouragement of 
this branch of induftry, it was thought proper to 
prohibit the wear of Indian linens, except mullins, 
and thofe which were neceflary for the African 
trade. Was it poflible that a body' already ex- 
haufted fhould fuftain fo unforefcen, fo heavy a 
ftroke ? 

The peace which Ihould have put an end to 
thefe misfortunes, filled up the meafure of thcrji. 
A general clamour was raifed in the three king- 
doms againft the company. It was not their de- 
cline that raifed them enemies i it only encouraged 
thofe they had already. They had met with oppo- 
fition at their firft eftablilhment. Ever fincc the 
year 1 6 1 5, feveral politicians had declaimed againfl 
the trade to the Eaft Indies. They aflerted, that 
it weakened the naVal ftrength by deftroying great 
numbers of mens and leffencd the Levant and 
Ruffian commerce, without affording an equiva- 
lent advantage. Thefe clamours, though con- 
tradifted by judicious people, grew fo violent to- 

• 28,125,0001. 

D 2 ward$ . 
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" n° ^ ^^rds the year 1628, that the company, feeing 
^■^■— ' thcmfclves expofcd to the odium of the nation^ 
applied to government. They petitioned that the 
nature of their commerce might be examined : 
>that it might be prohibited, if it were contrary to 
the tnterelts of the ftatc; and if favourable to ihemj 
that it might be authorifed by a public declara- 
tion! The oppoQtionofthe nation, which had lain 
ibmc time dormant, was renewed with more fury 
than ever^ at the period we are fpeaking of. Thofe 
who were lefs fevere in their fpeculations, con- 
fented to a trade with India } but maintained that 
it (houid be kid open to the whole nation. An 
cxclufive charter was, in their opinion^ a manifeft 
encroachment upon liberty^ According to them, 
government was eftablifticd by the people with a 
view of advancing the general good ; and it would 
be a crime againfl it to facrifice public to private 
interefts, by toleratingodious monopolies. They 
fupported this ufcful and incontcftabie principle, 
by appealing to a recent inftance. They urged, 
that, during the rebellion, the private merchants 
who had gotpoflcRion of the Afiatic feas, carried 
double the quantity of national goods that were 
formerly brought, and were enabled to fell com- 
modities on their return at fo low a price as to fup* 
plant the Dutch in all European markets. But 
thofe acute republicans, who wete certain of their 
ruin, iftheEnglifh (hould continue any longer to 
-"■"luft their affairs on the principles of univerfa! 
ty, bribed fome perfons to prevail with 
nwell to form a feparate company. Thefe 
tpradices were countenanced by the Englilh' 
5 merchants 
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inerchants concerned in that trade, who hoped for ^ ^^^p ^ 
greater advantages in future j when being the only 
venders, they might impofe what terms they plea- 
cd upon the confgmcrs. The proteftor, deceived 
by the artful infinuations of both, renewed the 
charter, but for fcven years only, that he might 
alter his conduft, if he found reafon to think he 
had taken a wrong ftep* 

This ftep did not appear irpproper to every one. 
Several people were of opinion, that the trade to 
India could not be carried on with advantage, 
without an c.xclufive privilege j but many of them 
maintained that the prefent charter was infufficient, 
bccaufe it had been granted to kings who had no 
right tp grant it. They recited many acts of this 
kind which were abrogated by parliament in the 
reigns of Edward III, Henry IV. James I. and 
other princes. Charles 11. indeed, obtained a 
verdift of this nature in the court of common 
pleas, but it was founded upon a frivolous pre- 
tence. This tribunal had the confidence to dc- 
elare, That the prince bad authority to prevent bis 
fubjeHs from bolding commerce with infidels^ left the 
purity of their faith Jbould be contaminated. 

Though the partie* above-mentioned were 
aftuatcd by private, and even oppofitc views, they 
all united in the plan of rtiaking the trade free, or 
at Icaft of procuring the reverfal of the company '$ 
charter. The nation, in general, were on their 
fide : but the body that was attaclced, defended 
itfelf by it*s partifans, the miniftry, and all the de- 
pendents of the court, who made this a common 
pufe. Each part^ had recourfe to libels, , in«* 

p 3 trigue 
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^ trigtic and corruption. Thefc contending paflioni 
produced one of thofe ftorms, the violence of 
which can hardly be felt any where but in England* 
Thefeveral fadions, fe<5ts, and interefts maintained 
a furious combat j in which they all mingled 
without diftindion of rank, age, or fex. Such a 
fpirit of enthufiafm had never been raifed by the 
greateft events. To keep up the zeal of their 
fficnds, the coippany offered to lend large fums 
on condition of obtaining their charter. Their 
adverfaries made offers ftill more confiderable to 
get it revoked. 

The two houfes of parliament, before whom 
this caufe was hear*d, declared in favour of the 
private merchants. They obtained leave to carry 
on trade to India, either feparately or in concert. 
They entered into an affociation, and formed a new 
company. The old one had permiffion to continue 
it's voyages till the expiration of their charter, 
which was very near at hand. Thus England had 
two Eaft India companies at the fame time autho- 
rifed by parliarnent, inftead of one eflablifhed by 
royal authority. 

These two bodies Ihewed as much zeal for the 
deftrudion of each othqj , as they had ihewV for 
their refpedive eftablifhmcnt. They had both 
experienced the advantages of trade 5 and viewed 
each other with all the jealoufy and hatred, which 
ambition and avarice never fail to infpire. Their 
diffcfltions foon broke out with confiderable vio- 
lence in Europe, but chiefly in India. At lafl, the 
two focietics made advances towards a reconcilia-* 
tion, and united their funds in 1702* From this 

period 
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period the affairs of the company, were carried on ^ ^^^ ^' 
with greater propriety, prudence, and dignity. 
The principles of commerce, which were every 
day better underftoctfl in England^ had a ^od ef- 
fect on their adminiftration, as far as the interefts of 
their monopoly could allpw. They made improve- 
ments in their fgrmer fetdements^ and formed new 
pnes. They endeavoured to indemnify thcmfclves 
for the profits they were depriFed of by a ftrong 
competition, by procuring a larger fale for their 
commodities. Their charter was lefs violently at- 
tacked, fince it had received the fanftion of the 
laws, and obtained the protedion of parliament. 

Their profperity was interrupted by fome tran- 
^nt misfortunes. In 1.702 the Engliih had formed 
a fettlement in the ifland of Pulocondor^ which wa$ 
dependant on C6chin-China. Their d^fign was to 
take a fhare in thc^ommercc of this rich king- 
dom, which, till then, had been too much ne- 
glcfted. An inftance of exceffive feverity ha4 
given difguft to lixteen foldiers of Macafiar, whp 
were part of the garrifon. Qn the 3d of ^arch 
17.05, they fet fire in the night to the houfes be- 
longing to the fort| and mafTacred the plt)n>peaqs 
as they came put to extinguifh it, Thirty out of 
fortyTfive loft their lives in this manner ^ the reft 
|vere maflacred by die nativeS| who were exafpc- 
rated at the infolence of thefe ftrangcrs. By thi^ 
accident the company loft the n^oney their enter- 
prife had coft them, together with the ftock 
pf their factories and the prolpe<^s they had eoter- 
fainedt 

P 4 SiYERAtf 
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' %^ ^ Several of their faftories Were threatened with 
^- ^ -—^ otherftormsj which had been colleded by the 
turbulent fpirit and avarice of their agents. A 
fnore moderate fyftem of politics made them 
forego fome odious claims, and tranquillity was 
foon reftored. It was not long before objefts of 
more important concern engaged their attention^ 
i^rtric. EwteLAND and France entered into a war in 

tween the ^ 

£ngii0iand 1 744. The wholc worfd became the fcene of their 
divifions. In India, as well as in other placeS) 
each nation fuftained it*s charafter. TheEngllfh, 
ever animated with the fpirit of commerce, at- 
tacked and ruined that of their enemies. The 
French, adhering to their paffion for conqueft^ 
feized upon the principal fettlement belonging to 
their rival. The event (hewed which of the two 
nations had a<fled with the greateft prudence. That 
which attended only to it*s oitn aggrandizement^ 
fank into a total inaftivityj ^hilc the other^ 
though deprived of the centrd of it*s power,- car- 
ried it*s enterprizes to a greater extent. 

A CESSATION of hoftilities between the two di- 
vided nations had no fooner taken place, than they 
engaged themfelves as auxiliaries, in the quarrels 
qf the Indian princes. Sopn after they again took 
arms on their own account. Before the end of this 
war, the French were driven out of the continent 
and feas of Afia. At the conclufion of the peace 
in 1763, the Englifh company found themfelves 
in pofleffion of the power, in Arabia, in the Perfiaa 
Gulph, on the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel^^ 
^nd at Bengal. 

An. 
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All thefe countries difFer from each other in * ^.P '^ 
the climate, the manners, the foil, the produc- u^ ■>,■ ■; 
tions, the fpiritof induftry, and the mode of fell- 
ing and purchafing. They ought to be accurate- 
ly and thoroughly know'n. We will give a (horc 
Iketch of them. This defcription will be found 
to ha\^e a particular connexion with the hiftory 
of a nation, which has obtained a reniarkable in- 
fluence in thofe countries, and de^-iv^s frooi thence 
the greateft advantages, 

Arabia is one of the largeft peninfula? in the DefcHpHo^ 
knbw'n world. It is bounded on the fouch by the Revoiutim 
Indian Ocean j by the Gulph of Perfia on the Henw"^^ 
caft ; and on the weft by the Red Sea, which fe- oni-t?i!h». 
paratcs it from Africa ; on the north, a line drawn **^^^ 
^ the extremity of the two gulphs, probably 
marked out it's boundary in anticnt times, Irac- 
Arabi, the defert of Syria, and Paleftinc feem at 
prefeat to ma^te a part of it. 

The peninfula is divided, from north to fouth, 
by a chain of mountains, lefs barren, and more 
temperate than the reft of the country. The rain 
falls upon moft of them for ?wo or three months, 
at leaft, \z\ the year, but at different feafons, ac- 
cording to their expofition. The waters that 
defcend from them are loft among the fands in 
the valleys, or pour down in torrents into the fea, 
in proportion to the Hope and diftances. In one 
fcafon, the heat is fo violent, that no perfon 
travels, and that even the flavcs do not appear in 
the ftreets, without an urgent neceffity. Every 
^ind of labour is then fufpended in the middle 
of the day. The greatfft part of the time is 

paffed 
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* 9.? ^ paflcd in flecping in fubtcrraneous caverns, thc 
air of which is renewed only by a tube. 

This country is ufually divided into three parts; 
Arabia Petra^a, Arabia Deferta, and Arabia Felix, 
names which denote the nature of the foil in each 
of thefe countries. 

Arabia PETRiEA is the moft weftern, and thc 
fmalleft of the three. It is for the moft part un-« 
jcultivated, and almoft totally covered with rocks^ 
In Arabia Beferta, nothing is to be feen but dry 
plains, heaps of fand raifed and diflipated by the 
wind, and fteep moiintains never cmbellifhed with 
verdure. Springs are (q rarely found there, that 
the poflfeffion of them is always difputed y^rith the 
fword. Arabia Felix owes it*§ fpecious appella- 
tion lefs to it's fertility, than to it's yicinity tq 
the barren countries that furround it. fJ^fe dif- 
ferent regions enjoy a fcy conft^ntly pure an4 
ferene. 

All hiftories agree that this country was peopled 
at a moft early period of antiquity. It's firft in- 
habitants came probably from Syria and Chaldea* 
It is not know*n at what period they began to be 
civilized ; whether their knowlcge was derive^ 
from India, or whether they acquired it them- 
felves. It appears that their religion was 5abe- 
ifm, even before they were acquainted with the 
people of Upper Afia. They had conceived 
fublime ideas of the divinity at an early period ; 
they worfhipped the ftars as bodies animated by 
celeftial fpirits : their religion was neither cruel 
XK)r abfurd ; and though they were liable to thofq 
fallies of enthufiafm fo common among the 
8 foutheri\ 
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ibuthern nations^ they do not fecm to hare been B o o ic 
tainted with fanaticifm till thp time of Jjjoham- 
med» The inhabitants of Arabia Diefcrta profef- 
fcd a lc& rational kind of worlhip. Many of 
them wor (hipped, and fonae qffere4 human facri- 
fices to the fun. It is a truth that may be col* 
Icft^d from the ftudy of hiftqry, and the infpec^ 
tion of the globe, that the religious fyftems ii| 
barren countries, fubje<^ to ifjundations and vol- 
canos, have ever had a tincture of cruelty, andl 
have always been of a milder caft in countries 
more favoured by nature* They take their cha- 
rafter from the climate where they are formed. 

Whbn Mohammed had eftablilhed a new rel^* 
gion in his x:ountry, it was no difficult talk to in«r 
fufe a fpirit of zeal into his followers $ and this 
zeal made them conquerors. They extended 
their dominion from the weftern feas to thofe of 
China, and from the Canaries to the Molucca 
iflands. They alfo carried along with them the 
tifcful arts, which they improved. The Arabians 
did not equally fucceed in the fine arts j they 
(hewed, indeed, fome genius for them, but had 
not the Icaft ide^ of that tafte with which nature 
fome time after infpired the people who became 
their difciples. 

Perhaps genius, which is the offspring of a 
creative imagination, flourifhes in hot countries, 
which abound with a variety of produftions, 
grand fcenes, and furprifing events that excite 
cnthufi^m j while tafte, which felcds and reaps 
the produce of the fields that genius has fow'n, 
fcems rather to belong to people of a fedate, 

mild. 
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^ 9„^ ^ mild, and moderate dilpofition, who live undef 
the influence of a temperate Iky, Perhaps too, 
this fame tafte, which is the effcft of reafon re- 
fined and matured by time, requires a degree of 
ftability in the government, united with a certain 
freedom of thinking, a gradual improvement of 
knowlcge, which, affording a greater fcopc tq 
genius, enables it to difcern more exaftly the re- 
lation one objed has to another, and to combine 
with happier art thofe mixed fenfations which 
give the higheft entertainment to men of ele- 
gant minds. Accordingly, the Arabians, who 
were almoft conftantly forced into regions dif- 
turbed with war and finaticifm, never enjoyed 
that temperatqrp' of government and climate 
which gives birth to tafte. But they introduced 
into the countries they conquered, fciences which 
they had pillaged, as it were, in the courfe of their 
ravages, and all the arts eflcntial to the profpe- 
rity of nations. 

No nation at that time underftood commerce 
fo well, or carried it to a greater extent. Thejr 
attended to it even in the courfe of their con- 
quefts. Their merchants, manufadlures, and 
fiaples, extended from Spain to Tonquin \ and 
other people, at leaft thofe in the weftern part of 
the world, were indebted to them for arts and 
fciences, and all articles cqnducive to the con? 
venience, the prefervation, and the pleafures of 
life. 

When the power of the Caliphs began to de- 
cline, the Arabians, after the example of feveral 
nations they had fubdued, threw off the yoke of 

thefc 
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tficfc princes^ and the country rc-affumed by de- 
grees it's ancient forni of government, as well 
as it's primitive manners. At this asra, the na- 
tion being, as formerly9 divided into tribes^ under 
the conduft of different chiefs, returned to their 
original charafter, from which fanaticifm and am- 
bition had made them depart. 

The ftature of the Arabians is low, their bodies 
lean, and their voice flender i but they have ro- 
bud: conftitutions, brown hair^ a fwarthy com* 
plexionj black fparkling eyes, a witty, but fcl- 
dom an agreeable, countenance. This contrafted 
mixture of features and qualities, which feem in- 
compatible, appear to have been united in this 
race of men^ to conftitute a lingular nation, 
whofe figure and charaftcr partake ftrongly of 
that of the' Turks, Africans, and Pcrfians, by 
whom they arc furroundcd. Grave and ferious, 
they confider their long beards, as marks of dig- 
nity ; they fpeak little, ufc no gcfture, make no 
paufes, nor interrupt one another in their con- 
verfation. They pique themfelves on obferving 
the ftrifteft probity towards each other, which is 
the icfFcft of that felf-love, and that fpirit of pa- 
triotifm, which, united together! make ^ny na- 
tion, clan, or fociety, efteem and prefer themfelves 
to the reft of the world. The more carefully 
they prefcrve their phlegmatic charafter, fo much 
the more formidable is their rcfcntment when 
once it is raifed. Thefe people have abilities, 
and even a genius for the fciences ; yet they cul- 
tivate them but little, either from want of aflift- ^ 
ance, or becaufe they have no occafion for them ^ 

chufing 
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• ^j? ^ chufing rather, no doubt, to TuflFcr natural evils, 
than thie inconvenience of labour* The Axa* 
bians of oUr daf s, difpky no monument of ge* 
kiius, no produ^ions of induftry, which intitle 
them to hold any rank in the hiftory of the hu* 
man mind. 

Their ruling paffion is jealoufy ; that torment 
of impetuous, weak, and indolent minds. It 
might naturally be a(ked^ whether this diilruft 
were owen to the high or contemptible opinion 
they entertained of themfelves? it is faid to be 
from the Arabians that fevefal nations of AGa^ 
Africa, and even Europe itfelf, have borrowed 
thofe defpicable precautions thfs odious palfion 
prefcribes againft a fex, which ought to be the 
guardian, not the flave of our pleafures. As foon 
as a daughter is born, they unite by a kind of 
future thofe parrs which nature has feparated^ 
leaving juft fpace enough for the natural dif* 
charges. As the child grows, the parts by de- 
grees adhere fo clofely, that when they become 
marriageable they are obliged to be feparated by 
an incifion. Sometimes it is thought fufficienc 
to make ufe of a ring. The married, as well as 
the unmarried women, are fubjeftcd to this out- 
rage on the virtue of the fex j with this difference 
only, that the ring wor'n by the young women 
cannot be taken off, whereas that of the married 
women has a kind of padlock, of which the huf- 
band keeps the key. This cuftom, which is 
know'n in all parts of Arabia, is almoft univer- 
fally adopted in that part which bears the name 
of Pctrsea. 

Such 



tN TItE EAST AKO WEST INDIES. 4^ 

iSuCH are the manners of the nation in general. ^ ^^ ^ 
The different mode of living among the people 
who compofe it^ mufl: neceflarily have introduced 
fonie peculiarities of charader that afe worth ob-« 
ferving« 

The number of Arabians who inhabit the de- 
fert may amount to two millions. They arc dif- 
tributed into feveral clans, fomc of which arc 
more populous and confiderable than others, but 
all independent of each other. Their govern- 
ment is fimple i an hereditary chief, affifted by 
a few old men, determines all debates, and 
punifiies the offenders. If he be hofpitable, hu-« 
niane, and juft, they adore hims if haughty^ 
cruel, and avaricious, they affaffinate him, and 
appoint a fucceffor out of his own family. 

These, people encamp at all feafons of the year^ 
They have no fettled abode, and fix at different 
places where they can be fupplied with water, 
fruits, and pafture. They find an infinite charm 
in this wandering life, and confider the fedentary 
Arabs in the light of flaves. They live upon the 
milk and flelh of their herds. Their clothes, 
tentsi cordage, and the carpets they fleep upony 
are all made of the wool of their Iheep, and the 
liair of their goats and camels. This is the em- 
ployment of the women in each family ; and there 
is not a fingle artift in the whole defert- What 
they confume in tobacco, coffee, rice, and dates, 
is purchafed with the butter they carry to the 
frontiers, and by the money arifing from the an- 
nual falc of more than twenty thoufand camels* 
Thefe animalsy fo ufeful in the eaft, were former- 
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^ ^11? ^ ^y ^^^"^^ ^^ Syfia. Mod of them arc now fcnC 
to Pcrfia, the perpetual wars there having occa-* 
fioned an extraordinary demand for themj and di-* 
minifhed their fpecies. 

. These articles not being fufEcient to fupply 
the Arabs with what they want, they have con- 
trived to raife a contribution on the caravans, 
which fuperftition leads to travel through their 
fandy regions. The moft numerous of thefe, 
which goes from Damafcus to Mecca, procures 
a fafe paffage by a tribute of a, hundred purfes, 
or a hundred and fifty thoufand livres*, to which 
the Grand Signior is fubjedlcd, and which, by 
ancient agreement, is diftributed among all the 
hords. The other caravans make fimilar terms 
with the hords, through whofe territories they 
are obliged to pafs. 

Independent of this refource, the Arab3 in- 
habiting the moft northern part of the defert, have 
had recourfe to plunder. Thefc people, fo hu^ 
mane, faithful, and difinterefted towards each 
other, are favage and rapacious in their tranfac- 
tions with foreigners. While they preferve in 
their tents the character of beneficent ahd gene- 
rous hofts, they commit continual depredations 
in the towns and villages of their neighbourhood. 
They are good fathers, good huft>ands, and good 
matters 5 but all are enemies who do not belong 
to their family. They frequently carry their in- 
curfions to a great diftance ; and Syria, Mefopb- 
tamia, and Perfia, arc not uncommonly the fcencs 
of their deprecations. 

• 6,2501. 
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The Arabs, who devote themfelves to plundefi ^ ^ <> '^ 
form a fort of. fociecy with the cameh. to carry 
on trad? or war, where the mart is to have all the 
profit, and the animal the principal fatigue. As 
thefe two beings are to live tcigether, they are 
brought up with a view to each other. The Arab 
trains his camel from it's birth, to all the exer- 
cifes^and hardlhips it is to undergo during the 
whole courfe of it's life. He accuftoms it to 
labour hard, and to eat little. The animal is 
early inured to pafs it's days without drinking, 
and it's nights withbut fleep. He teaches it to 
draw up it's legs under it's belly, .while it fufFers 
itfelf to be laden with burdens, that are infenfibly 
increafed as it's ftrength is improved by age, and 
by the habit of bearing fatigue. In this Angu- 
lar plan of education, which princes fometimes 
adopt the more eafily to tame their fubjefts, in 
proportion as the labour of the animal is doubled, 
it's fubfiftence is diminifhed. The Arabians qua- 
lify the camels for expedition, by matches, in 
which the horfe runs againft him. The camel, 
lefs aftive and nimble, tires out his rival in a 
long courfe. When the matter and the camel 
are ready and equipped for plunder, they fet out 
together, traverfe the fandy defdrts, and lie in 
ambufh upon the confines to rob the merchant or 
traveller. The man ravages, maflacres, and feizes 
the prey : and the camel carries the booty. If 
thefe adventurers are purfued, they make a pre- 
ciprtate retreat. The matter robber mounts his 
favourite camel, drives the whols troop before 
him, travels three. hundred leagues vin eight days 
VolAL Ex without 
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without unloading his camels9. or allowing them 
more than an hour each day for reft, or at cake 
of dough for their fubfiftencc. They Ibmetimes 
remain the whole time without drinking, unlcfs 
they happen to fmell out a fj[)ring at a little dif- 
tance from the road, when they redouble their 
pace, run to the water with eajgcmefs, which 
, makes them take at one draught as much as is 
fufficient to quench their prefent thirft, and fervc 
them to the end of their journey. Such is the 
animal fo often celebrated in the Bible, the Co^an^ 
and the caftern romances. 

The Arabs, who live in diftrifts that afford 
fome flcnder pafture, and where the foil, is pro- 
per for barley, breed the fineft horfes in the world 1 
Thefc horfes are fent into all parts to improve, 
and multiply the breed of thefe animals, which 
are every where inferior in fwiftnefs, beauty, and 
fagacity, to thofe of Arabia. Th^eir owners live 
with them as with domeftics, on whofe fervicc 
and affediqn they can rely : and it happens with 
them' as with all other wandering people, thofe, 
in particular, who treat animals with kindnefs, 
that both the men and the animals partake, in 
fome meafure, of each other*^ manners and dif- 
pofition. Thefe Ard)s arc fimple, mild, and 
docile : and the different religions that have pre- 
vailed in thefe countries. And the feveral govern- 
ments of which they have been the fubjefts or tri- 
butaries, have produced very little alteration in the 
charai^er they derive from climate or from habit. 

The Arabs fettled near the Indian and the Red , 
Sea, and thofe who inhabit Arabia Felix, were 
I formerly 
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formerly a mild people, fond of liberty, and con- • ^^^^ ^ 
tent with a ftate of independence, without dream- ^ v - ^ 
ing of conqueft. They were too much prejudiced 
ip favour of the beauty of their fky> and of the 
foil that fqpplied their wants almoft without culr 
ture, to be tempted to extend their dominion ov^r 
different countries lying in another climate, Mo- 
hammed changed their ideas : but they retain no 
traces t)f the impreflibris he communicated to 
them. They pafs their time in fmoking, taking . 
coffee, opium, and ftierbet j or in burning exqui* 
lite perfumes, the fmoke of which they receive in 
their clothes, which are (lightly fprinkled with rofc 
water. Thcfe gratifications arc often preceded or 
followed by finging gallant, or amorous verfes. 

Their compofitions, both in point of cxpref- 
fion and fentiment, have a degree of grace, foft- 
nefe, and refinement, far beyond any thing we 
find amongfi: any other people, antient or mo- 
dern. The language they fpcak in this world to 
their miftreffes, feems as if it were the fame as 
that which they will fpeak to their ^louris in the 
other. It is a kind of mufick fo moving and fo 
fine ; a murmur fo foft, comparifons fo agreeable 
and blooniing, that one would almoft fay, their 
poetry was perfumed as their climate. The imi- 
tations of nature in the Arabian poems, are of 
the fiime kind as the expreflions of honour among 
our antient knights. The latter is the quintcf- . 
fence of virtue, the former of voluptupufncfs. 
They ate defctibed as exhaufted by the ardour of 
their paflion, and of the climate, and having 
fcarce the power to breathe. They give them- 

E a felvcs 
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^ ^11^ ^ fclves up, without rcfcrve, to this delicious lati- 
*— -v^ — ' gwor, which, perhaps, they would not experience 

under any other (ky. 
General Before the Portugucfc had intercepted the na- 

Arabi?, and vigation of the Red Sea, the Arabs had more ac- 
Siilln*" tivity. They were the faftors of all the trade 
particular. ^^^^ paffcd through this channel. Aden, which 
is fituated at the moft fouthern extremity of Ara- 
' bia upon the Indian ocean, was the ftaple of this 

trade. The fituation of it's harbour, which open- 
ed an eafy communication with Egypt, Ethiopia, 
India, and Perfia, had rendered it, for many 
ages, one of the moft flourifliing faftories in Afia. 
Fifteen years after it had repulfed the gre^t Al- 
buquerque, who attempted to demplilh it in 15 13, 
it fubmitted to' the Turks, who did not long re- 
main mafters of it. The king of Yemen, who 
poflefled the only diftrtft in Arabia that merits 
the tide of Happy, drove them from thence, and 
removed the trade to Mocha, a place in his do- 
minions, which till then was only a village. 

This trade was at firft inconfiderable ; confift- 
ing principally in ;Tiyrrh, incenfe, aloes, balm of 
Mecca, fome aromatics and medicinal drugs. 
Thefe articles, the exportation of which is conti- 
nually retarded by exorbitant impofts, and doe&r 
not exceed at prefent (tvcn or eight hundred •, 
thoufand livres*, were at^that time more in re- 
pute th^n they have been fince; but muft have 
been always of little confequence. Soon after 
a great change enfued from the introduftion of 
poffce. 

* Upon an average 30,000!. 
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The coffee-tree is originally a native of Upper ^ ^^J^ ^ 
Ethiopia, where it has been know'n time imme- 
moriaJ, and is ftill cultivated with Tuccefs. M, 
Lagrenee de Mezieres, one of the mpil intelli- 
gent agents that France ever had in the India fer- 
vice, had fome of tht fruit in his pofleffion, and 
has often made ufe of it. He found it to be 
larger, rather longer, not fo green, and almoft 
as fragrant a^ that which was firft gathered in 
Arabia towards the clofe of th? fifteenth century. 

It is commonly believed, that a Mollach, 
named Chadely, was the firft among the Arabs 
who made ufe of coffee, to relieve hirqfelf frpm 
a continual drowzinefs which hindej^ed him from 
attending punftually to his nofturnal devotions. 
His dervifes did the fame ; and their example wa§ 
followed by the lawyers. It was foon found put, 
th^C this liquor purified the blood by a gentle agi- 
tationi diffipated the crudities of the fVomach, and 
raifed the fpirits ; and it was adopted even by 
thofe who had no occaGon ?o keep themfclves 
awake. It pafTed from the boarders pf fhe Red 
Sea to Medina and^ Mecca, and was introduced 
by the pilgrims into all the Mohaqnmedan counr 
tries. 

In thefe countries, where there Is lefs freedom 
ofmanners than in our's, where the jealoufy of the 
men, and the clofe confinement of the, women, 
make fociety lefs lively, it was thought proper to 
encourage publi? cpfFce-houfes. Thofe in Pcrfia 
foon became infamous, where young Geprgian, 
Fomen, drefTed like courtezans, afted obfcene 
plays, and proftituted themfelves for hire, ,Whet> 

P 3 th^fst • 



54 HISTOKY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

BOOK thefc ofFenfivc irregularities were fupprcflcd by 
order of the court, thcfc houfes became places of v 
decent refort for the indolent, and of relaxation , 
for men of bufinefs. The politicians entertained 
themfelvcs with news, the poets fccited thdir 
yerfcs, and the MoUachs delivered their fernrK>as 
there, which were ufually rewarded with fonfic 
charitable donations. 

Affairs were not in the fame pea&eable date 
at Conftantinople. The Goffec-rhoufes were no 
fooner opened than they were frequented to exccfs. 
People fpent their whole time in them. The grand 
Mufti, exafperated to fee the Mofques abandoned, 
pronounced that the infufion of this plant was in- 
cluded in that law of Mohammed, which forbad 
the ufe of ftrong liquors. Government, which 
frequently aid« the fuperftition of which it . is 
fOmeiimes the dupe, gave immediate orders thag 
the houfes whjch had given fuch offence to the 
priefts, (hould be (hut up j and enjoined the of- 
ificers of police to put a ftop to the ufe of this 
Jiquor in private f^milfcs. The ftrong inclina- 
tion they had for it ftill prevailed over all thefe 
fevere regulations? Coffee continued to be drunkj 
and even the places where it was to b^ had, foon 
jgrew more numerpus than ever, 

UfoN this occafion I fhould'be much inclined 
to fay to' fovensigns j if you are defirous that your 
Jaws fliould be obfcryed, take care that they never 
Ihould be made in oppofition to nature. I fhould 
fay to priefts : let not yopr morality profcribe in- 
nocent pleafures. You may both of you threaten 
ftnjd thund^er as much ^s you will ;- you may 

ihew 
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fhcwusyourdungconsopcn,or hell under ourleet: ^ ^^ ^ 
but you will never /lifle in mc the defire of being u.i-v , I.-^ 
happy. I will be happy, is the firft article pf a 
code, anterior to every fyftem of legidation or 
morality. s 

Ik the middle of the laft century, KuproH, dw 
Grand Vizief, went in difguifc to the principal 
coffee houfes in Conftantinople. He there found 
a nuniber of mal-contents, who, thinking the af- 
fairs .of government were in reality the concern of 
every private perfon, fpoke of them with warmth, 
and arraigned with great boldnefs the condtwSl of 
the generals and hiinifters. He then vifited the 
taverns, where wine was fold^ They were full of 
plain people, chiefly foldiers, who, accuftomed to 
confider the interefts of the flrate as thofe of the 
prince for whom they entertained a filent venera- 
tion, fang lively fongs, talked of their amours, 
and warlike exploits. Thefe lift focieties, which 
are attended with no inconveniencies, he thought 
ought to be tolerated : but the firft he confidered 
as dangerous under an abfolute government. Ht 
had not fufficiently confidered this matter, to 
convince himfelf, that they were not more calcu^ 
lated to raife apprehenCons than the others^ Even 
in a defpotic ftate, the people who are opprefiTed 
tnuft be left at liberty to complain, for it is a relief 
to them. That fort of difcontcn{ which evapo^' 
rates itfelf is not th^ one to be feared. Rebellions 
arife from that fpirit of diffatisfaftibn, whichj^ - 
being concealed, is worked up by internal fer- z 

mentatipa, and breaks out in the moft fpeedy and 
terrible cfiefts. Woe to thofe fovf reigns, whofe 
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^ ^11^ ^ oppreffions ar^s continually incrcafing, till the murr 
murs of the people ceafe. 

However fhis may be, the regulation which 
was confined to the capital of th? cncjpifp, has not 
difcouraged the ufe of Coffee, and has, perhaps, 
increafed the confumption of it. It h publicly 
cjSered to fale ia all the ftreets and markets ready 
inade, and is drunk in every family at lead twice 
a-day. In fbme, it is always ready, it being the 
^ cuftom to offer it to all yifitor^, and reckonecj 
equally unpolite not to offer it, or to refufe it. 

At the fame time that coffee-houfes w^re 
ihut in Conftantinpple, jhey were opened in Jjon^ 
don. This novelty was introduced there in 165!} 
by a merchant of the name of Edward, on his re- 
turn from the Levant. The Englifh grew fond of 
it ; and it has fmce been introduced amopg all the 
nations of fturopci but the cuftom is purfued with 
more moderation, than in thofe climates where re*, 
ligion prohibits the ufe of wine. 

The tree that produces the coffee grow^ in th^ 
territory of Betelfagui, a town belong^ing to Ye- 
men, fituated upon a dry fand, at the diftance of 
ten leagues from the Red Sea. It is cultivated in 
adiftrid fifty leagues long, and fifteen or twenty 
broad : the fruit is riot every where in equal perr 
fectibri. ' That which grows upon the higher 
grounds, particularly at Ouden, is fmaller, 
greener, weighs heavier, and is generally pre-^ 
ferred. • ^ - , 

It is computed that Arabia contains twelve mil- 
lions of inhabitants, among the greateft part of 
whom poffce is a highly favourite liquor. Nonp 
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but the rich citizens have the pleafurc, of tailing * ^^ ^ 
the berry itfelf. The coninri6n pepplp are obliged 
to content.thennfclves with the fbeU aqd the hufl^ 
pf this valuable produdlion, Thefe remains, fo 
piuch defpifed, make a liquor of a pretty clear 
colour, which has the tafte of coffee without it's 
bitterncfs and ftrength, Thefe articles may bci 
|iad at a low price at Betelfagui, which is the 
general market for them. Here likewife is fol4 
all the coffee which comes out of the country by 
land. The reft is carried to Mocha, which i^ 
thirty- five leagues diftant, or to the nearer ports cf 
^hia or Hodeida, from whe;ice it is tranfported 
in fmall v^ffels to Jodda. The Egyptians fetch it 
froa^ th^ laft nf^ep|iof;ed place, and ^1 other nations 
from the forper. 

The quantity of coffee exported may be efti-^ 
mated from twelve to thirteen millions weight. 
The Eiiropean companies fake off a million and 
a half s the Ferfians three millions and a halfi 
the He^t frpip Sue:^ fix millions and a half ; In* 
doftan, the Maldives, and the Arabian colonies 
on the coaft of Africa, fifty thoufand ^ and the 
^d caravans a million. 

As the coffee which is bought up by the cara- 
vans ^nd the Europeans, i§ the beft that can be 
procured^ it coft§ from fixtpen to feventeen fols ^ 
a pound. The Perfians, who content themfelvcs 
with that of aq inferior quality, pay pq more than 
twelve or thirteen fojs j- a pound. The Egyptiansf \ 

purchafe it at the rate of fifteen or fixtecn^I ; their 

? About 8d. f. t About 6d.i. % About 8d. 
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^ ^ij^ ^ cargoes being compofcd partly of good and partly 
of bad coffee. ^ If we eftimate coffee at fourteen 
fols * a pound, which is the mean price, thr pro- 
fits accruing to Arabia fronn it's annual exportation 
will amount to eight or nine millions of livres \. 
This money does not go into their coffers j but it 
enables them to purchafe the commodities brought 
from the foreign markets to their ports of Jodda 
and Mocha. 

Moc MA receives from' Abyflinia, (heep, ele- 
phant's teeth, muflc, and flaves. It is fupplied 
from the feaftern cpaft of Africa with gold, flaves, 
amber, afid ivory; from the Perfian Gulph with 
datei, tobacco, and corn 5 from Surat with a vaflr 
quantity of coarfei and a few fine linens j from 
Bombay and Pondicherry with iron, lead, copper,, 
which arc carried thither from Europe 5 from Ma- 
labar with rice, ginger, pepper, Indian faffron, 
with caire, timber, and cardamom; from the 
Maldives with gum benzoin, aloes-wood, and 
pepper, which thefe iflands take in exchange; 
from Coromandel, with four or five hundred bales 
of cotton^, chiefly blue. The greateft part of 
t{iefe commodities, which may fetch fix millions J, 
are confurped in the interior part of the country. 
The reft^ particularly the cottons, are difpofed of 
in Abyffini^^ Spcptor^, and the eaftern coaft of 
Africa. 

None of the branches of bufinefs which are 
managed at Mocha, as well as throughout all the 
country of Yemen, or even at Sanaa, the capital, 

• About 7 d. f From upwards, of 300,000!. to 375,000!* 

:^ 250,000!. 
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arc in ^he hands of the natives. The extortions ^ 
with which they are perpetually threatened by the 
government, deter them from interfering in them. 
All the wafehoules are occupied by the Banians of . 
Surat or Guzarat, who make a point of returning 
to their own country as foon as they have made 
their fortunes* They then refign their fettlements 
fo merchants of their own nation, who retire in 
their turn, ind are fucceeded by others. 

There is no country where the price of every 
thing is not know'n, except that of man. The 
moft civilize^ nations have not yet acquired that 
knowkge. WitAefs that multitude of capital 
punifhments inflifted in all parts for offences, 
even of a trivial kind. It is not probable that 
thofe nations, which condemn to death a young 
woipan of eighteen years of age, who might be 
the mother of five or fix children, or a healthy 
and vigorous young man of thirty^ for having 
ilolen a little piece of filver, fliould have fuffi- 
ciently meditated upon thofe tables of the proba- 
bilities of human life which they have fo learnedly 
calculated 5 fince they fcem to be ignorant how 
many individuals are facrificed by nature, before . 
the life of one is prolonged to that period. Thus, 
withoiit being confdous of it, we repair a little 
injury done to fociety, by a greater. By )the fc- 
Verity of the punifliment, we drive the culprit on 
from theft to aflaffination. What ! is the hand, ^ 
then, that has burft open the lock of your coffers, 
or that has even plunged a poniard into the breaft 
of a gitizen, fit for nothing but to be cut off? 
Becaufe a dilhoneft, or an indigent debtor, x:^n- 

not 
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BOOK not diftrharge his debts, he is to be rendered 
totally ufelefs to fociety, and reduced to the im- 
poffibility of being ever able to pay you^ by being 
f:onfintd in a prifon ? Would it not Jbe better for 
the public intereft, and for your's^ that he (hould 
make fome ufe of his induftry and his talents', 
provided you be impowered by the adion you 
have legally brought againft him, to follow hini 
every wheje, and to feize fuch a portion of his profit, 
4S fhall be adjudged to you by Tonie wife regula- 
tion ? Put he will quit the country 1 Of what 
confequencc is it to you, whether \^ b^ in Eng- 
land pr in prifon ? Will yo\i not be equally ^ 
Jofer of your money ? If {herp wtrc rnutual com-; 
pads fettled between the' nations, the delinquent 
would not find an afylum any where. If you 
enlarge your views a little, you will conceive tha^ 
the debtor who efcapes from you by flight, can- 
ixot ppfllbly make his fortune in a foreign country^^ 
yrithout paying a part of his debts, from the ne-? 
i:eflaries he is obliged to fupply himfelf with, anc^ 
from the reciprocal exchanges fubfifl:ing between 
nations. Jt is with the wines of France that he 
will intpxic^tp hjmfelf at L^ondon ; or with the 
filks of l^yons t)iat his wife will be clothed at 
Cadiz or Li^on. But thefe fpeculations are too 
abftrad: and patriotic fof a cruel creditor, who, 
tormented with the fpirit of avarice and refent- 
ment, would rather keep hi^ unfortunate debtor 
in chains, lying upon ftr^w^ ^nd feed him there 
with bread and water, than reftore him to his 
liberty. But thefe views ought not- to have 
ffcaped the notice of governments and of legina7 

tors ; 
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tors 5 and it is they who are to be cenfui^ed for all ^ ^ ,^ ^ 
the barbarous abfurdities ftill fubfifling tipoh 
this matter in our nations that pretend to be 
civilized. 

The European comparijes, who enjoy, the ejt-^ 
clufive privilege of trading beyond . the Cape of 
Good Hope, formerly maintained agents at 
Mocha. Notwithftanding it was ftipulated by a 
folemn capitulation/ that the imports demanded 
fhould be rated at two and a quarter per cent; 
they were fubjeft to frequent extortions : the go- 
vernor of the place infifting on their making him 
prefents, which enabled him to purchafe the fa- 
vour of the courtiers, or even of the prince him- 
felf. However, the profits they obtained by the 
fale of European goods, particularly cloths, made 
them fubmit to thefe repeated humiliations. 
When thefc feveral articles were furnifhed by 
Grand Cairo, it was then impoflible to withftand 
the competition, and the fixed fetdements were 
therefore given up. 

The trade was carried on by (hips, that; failed 
from Europe with iron> lead, copper, and filver, 
fufficient to pay for the coffee they iiftended to 
buy. The fupercargoes, who had the care of thefe 
tranifadlions, fettled the accounts every time they 
returned: Thefe voyages, at firft rather nu- 
merous and advantageous, have been fucceffively 
laid afide. The plantations of coffee, made by 
the European nations in' their colonies, have 
equally lefTcned the confumption and the price of 
that whjch comes from Arabia. In procefs of 
time, thefe voyages did not yield a fufficient profit 

to 
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p o o K to anfwer the high charges of undertaking them 
OB pin^pofe. The companies of England and 
France then refolved, one of them to (end (hips 
froni Bombay, and the other from Pondicherry 
to Mocha, with the merchandize of Europe and 
India. They even frequently had recourfe to a 
method that was lefs expenfive. The Englifh 
and French who traffic from one part of India to 
another, vifit the Red Sea every yean Though 
they difpofe of their merchandize there to good 
advantage, they can never take in cargoes from 
thence for their return. They carry, for a mo- 
derate freight, the coffee belonging to the com- 
panics who lade the veflels with it, which they 
difpatch from Malabar and Coromandel to Eu- 
rope. The Dutch company, who prohibit their 
fervants from fitting out fhips, and who fend no 
veiTels themfelvcs to the Gulph of Arabia, are de- 
prived of the (hare they might take in this branch 
of commerce. They have alfo given up a much 
more lucrative branp h, that of Jodda. 

JoDDA is a port fituatcd near the middle of the 
Gulph of Arabia, twenty leagues from Mecca. 
It is a fafe harbour, but the accefs to it is difficult. 
The purpofcs of trade have brought nine or ten 
thoufand inhabitants there, who mofl: of them 
dwell in huts, and who are all (fendemned to 
breathe an infefted air, and to drink brackifli 
water. The government is of a mixed kind j 
the XerifF of Mecca, and the Grand Signior, who 
keeps a feeble and ufclefs* garrifon there, (harp 
the authority and the revenue of the cuftoms be- 
tween them. Thcfe impofls are levied upon the 

Europeans' 
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Europeans at the rate of eight per cent, and upon book 
other nations at thirteen. They are always paid 
in nierchandize, which the managers oblige the 
merchants of the country to buy at a very dear 
rate. The Turks, who have been driven from 
Aden^ Mocha, and every part of the Yemen, 
^pvould long ago have been expelled frbm' Jodda, 
if there had not been reafon to apprehend that 
they might revenge themfelves in fuch a manner 
as to put an end to their pilgrimages and com-^ 
merce* 

SuRAT fends three fhips every year to Jodda^ 
which are laden with linens of all colours, (bawls, 
cotton and filk fluffs, frequently ornamented with 
gold and filver flowers. The falc of thefe goods 
produces nine or ten niillions of livres *. Bengal 
difpatches two, and more frequently three, fhips 
for the fame deftination ; and their cargoes, which 
belong to the Englifli, may be one third Icfs in 
value than thofe of Surat. They confift of rice,, 
ginger, faffron, fugar, a few filks, and a con- 
fiderablc quantity of linens, which are for' ^he 
moft part ordinary. Thefe vefTds, which may 
enter the Red Sea from the beginning of Decem- 
ber till the end of May, find the fleet of Suez at 
Jodda. 

This city, which is fuppofcd to be built upon 
the ruins of the ancient Arfinoe, is fituated at the 
extremity of the Red Sea, and at the diflrance only 
of two or three days journey from Grand Cairo. 
It's inhabitants are partly Egyptians and partly 

• From 375,000 1. to 416,666!. 13 s. 4d. 
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BOOR Arabs. They are fo little fond of living in thi 
% yi ., / place^ which is unwholefome^ and ynprovided 
with drinkable water, that thofe among thenn 
who enjoy an eafy fortune, or can meet with cm- 
plo]^ment any where elfe, are never there but at 
the times of the fetting out and return of the 
ihips, both which events are regulated by pe- 
riodical and invariable winds. Twenty vcflels, 
refembling in fhape thofe of the Dutch, but ill 
built, badly fitted out, and improperly command- 
ed, are difpatched every year to Jodda. Their 
cargo confifts chiefly of provifions, but with this 
difference, that the five belonging/ to the Grand 
Signior deliver their's gratuitoufly at Medina and 
Mecca, while the others commonly fell their car-*^ 
goes at a very advantageous price. They carry 
alfo Venetian glafs, coral, and yellow amber, of 
which the Indians make necklaces and bracelets. 

In exchange for their provifions, their mer- 
chandife, and efpetially their gold, they receive 
fix or feven millions weight of coffee 5 and ia 
linens, fluffs and fpices, to^the value of feven or 
eight millions of llvres *. Such is the ignorance 
and lazinefs of thefe navigators, that the whole of 
thefe rich articles never reaches the place of their 
deflination. A confiderable part of them is ha- 
bitually fwallowed up by the waves, notwith- 
ftanding the care that is taken always jto cafl an- 
chor at the beginning of the night. 
. The trade of the Ked Sea would become more 
extenfive, and lefs expofed to rifks, if a fevolu- 

♦ From 291,66^51. 13 s. 4d. to ^35,333!, 6 s, 8d. 
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tion which it has lately experienced fliould be ^ ^^^^ ^ 
attended with the confcquences that feem to be 
expedted from It. 

iBy a treaty concluded on the 7th March 1775, 
between the firft of the Beys, and Mr. Haltings 
the Britifli Governor of Bengal, the Englilh, 
fettled in India, are allowed to introduce arid cir- 
culate, in the interior part of Egypt, allthemer- 
chandifc they choofe, on paying fix and a half 
per cent, for thofe goods that come from the 
Ganges and Madras, and eight per cent, ifbr thofe 
which have been laden at Bombay and Surat. 
This convention has already been carried into 
execution, andthefuccefs has anfwercd beyond ex- 
pedation. If the Ottoman Court and the Arabs 
do not interrupt this new communication 5 if the 
port of Suez, now almoft choaked lip with the 
fands, were repaired j if the feditions Which are 
inceflantly difturbing the banks of the Nile, could 

at length be put a flop to ; we might, perhaps, 
fee the intercourfe between Europe and Afia 

carried on whollv. Or in paft, thf*ough the ancient 

thannel. ' ' 

The merchandife brought from Surat and Ben* 
gal, which the Egyptian fleet does not take off, 
is partly confumed in the (Country, and bought in 
great quantities by the caravans, which go every 
year to Mecca. 

The Arabs had ever entertained an afFcftion 
for this city. They fuppofed it to have been the 
retidence of Abraham, and they flocked from all 
parts to a temple, of which they believed ho was 
the founder. Mohammed, who was a man of too 

Vol. II. F much 



66 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

* ^11^ ^ much underftanding to attempt to abolifli a de- 
votion fo generally cftablifhed, contented himfelf 
with redifying the objed: of it. He banilhed the 
idols from this revered place, and dedicated it to 
the unity of God. Mohammed was not the mef- 
fenger of heaven ; but he was an acute politician, 
and a great conqueror. To promote the concourfe 
of ftrangers to a city which he intended to make 
the capital of his empire, he commanded that all 
who embraced his law fhould once in their lives 
undertake a pilgrimage thither, 6n pain of dying 
reprobates. This precept was accompanied with 
another, which makes it evident, that he was not 
guided by fuperftjtion alone. He ordered that 
every pilgrim, of whatever country he was, fhould 
purchafe five pieces of cotton, and get them con- 
fecrated> and made into handkerchiefs for himfelf, 
and for all the perfons belonging to his family who 
might be prevented by reafonable impediments 
from undertaking this holy expedition. 

This policy might natprally be expefted to 
make Arabia the center of a prodigious trade, when 
the number of pilgrims fhould amount to feveral 
inillions. This zeal is fo much abated, efpecially 
on the coaft of Africa, in Indoflan and Perfia, in 
proportion to the refpedive diflances of thofe 
places froni Mecca, that the number is reduced 
to a hundred and fifty thoufand j the majority of 
whom arc Turks. They carry away with them 
feven hundred and fifty thoufand pieces of linen ; 
each ten ells in length, exclufive of thofe which 
many of them buy for fale. They are encouraged 
in thefe mercantile fchemes by the advantages 

they 



IN TH^ EAST AND wksT INDIES. 67 

tKey have in crofling the ckferts, and in not being ^ ^ J^ ^ 
cxpofed to thofe oppreffive tolls which are fo de- ^ J* nt 
ftructive in the fea-ports of Suez and Baffora* 
The money received from thefe pilgrims and from 
the fleet, as well as that which the Arabs get 
from the fale of their coffee, is expended in India* 
The veflels from Surat, Malabar, Coromandd^ 
arid Bengal, annually carry away to the amount 
of fourteen or fifteen millions of livres*, and 
about the eighth part of this fum in merchandife* 
When thefe riches are divided among the trading 
nations of Europe, the Englifh contrive to ap- 
propriate to themfelves tht moft confiderabld 
fliare of them. They have acquired the fam6 
fuperiority in Perfia. 

The Englifli nation had fcarce been admitted ^evonittont 
into the empire of the Sophis, when, as we have basexperi- 
obfcrved, the Dutch reforted there in great num- pe^tl^ ^^^ 
bers. The trade of thefe republicans was at firfl: ^"^^ 
eftabliihed on a very difadvantageous footings but 
being, by the civil wars of England, foon de- 
livered from a rival, whofe various privileges were 
not to be overbalanced even by the greateft 
oeconomy, they were in a fhort time without com- 
petitors, and confequently acquired an authority 
to fet what price they thought proper on the com-^ 
• modlties they bought or fold. The conne<9'ions 
of the Perfians with the Dutch were formed on this 
deftruftive fyftem ; when the return of the Eng- 
lifh, who were foon after followed by the French, 
gave a newj:urn to affairs, and put them upon a 
ttiore equitable footing. 

♦ From 583,3331. 6s. 8d, to 625,006!. 
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* ° ,® ^ ^At the time when the three nations exerted their 
utmoft cfrorts to gain the fuperiorty, and thefe 
efforts turned to the advantage of the empire, they 
were haraflcd with a i:houfand opgreflions, fome' 
more unjuft: and odious than others. The throne 
was continually filled with tyrannical or weak 
princes, whofe cruelty and injufticc weakened the 
correfpondence of their fubjefts with other nations. 
One of thefe tyrants was fo favage, that a great , 
man of his court ufed to fay, Tbaf whenever be 
came out of the king^s clofet^ he clapped both his hands 
to hh head, to feel whether it wereJliU upon his JhouU 
ders. When the fucceflbr of this tyrant was told 
that the fineft provinces in the empire were in* 
vaded by the Turks, he anfwcred coolly, That 
their progrefs gave him very little dijiurbance, pro^ 
vided they would leave him the city of Ifpahan. The 
fon of the latter was fo meanly enflaved to the moft 
frivolous obfervances of his religion, that he was 
ftiled, by way of derifion, Hujfein the monkj or 
priejt: sl charafter lefs odious, perhaps, in a prince, 
but much more dangerous to his people, than that 
of impiety, or defiance of the gods. Under thefe 
defpicable fovereigns, mercantile affairs declined 
every day more and more* The Afghans deftroy- 
ed them entirely. 

These arc a people of Candahar, a mountainous 
GOUntrVi lying north of India. They have fome- 
times Dcen fubjeft to the Moguls, fometimes to 
the Perfians, but are more frequently independent. 
Thofe that do not refide in the capital live in 
tents, after the manner of the Tartars. They are 
of low ftature, and ill made; but are ftrong, 

robuft. 
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robuft, fkilled in the ufe of the bowj and in horfc- book 

. Ill* 

manfhip, and inured to fatigue. Their manner 

of fighting is fingular s a chofen band of foldiers^ 
divided into two parties, fall upon the enemy 
witliout any order, only endeavouring to open the 
way for the army that follows them. As foon as 
the battle is begun, they fall back upop the 
flanks and towards the rear-guard, where their 
bufinefs is to prevent any perfon from giving way. 
If any foldier attempts to fly, they attack him 
with their fabres^ and compel him to return to his 
poft. 

About the beginning of this century, thfs 
fierce people left their mountains, , invaded Perfia| 
carried devaftation every where, and at length 
fiibdued it, after a bloody conteft of twenty 
years. Fanaticifm (till perpetuates, and perhaps 
even expiates, the memory of the horrid outrages 
which they committed in the courfe of their con- 
queft. For fuch is the nature of religious en- 
thufiafm, that it fanftifies the crime it infpires, 
and that this crime expiates the others we have 
been guilty, of. The fanatic fays to God, It is 
true, O Lord ! that I have adminiftered poifon ; 
that I have murdered, and that I have robbed s 
but thou wilt pardon me, for with my own hands 
I have exterminated fifty of thine enemies. In- 
flamed with zeal for the fuperftitions of the Turks, 
and with implacable hatred againft the fe6t of 
Ali, the Afghans maflacre thoufands of Perfians 
in cold blood. In the mean time, the provinces 
they had not entered, were ravaged by the Ruf- 
fians, Turks, and Tartars. Thames Kouli Khan 
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^ ^jj^ ^ drove thcfe robbers ouf of this coonfry, buH 
fhcwed himfelf ftill more barbarous than they 
were. His violent death gave rife to new cala* 
fxiities. Anarchy aggravates the cruelties of 
tyranny. One of the fineft empires in the worlc^. 
is becorpe an extenfive fcen^ of defolation, and a 
kfting and Ihannfeful monument of that deftrutSlive 
tnfUn^ that animates uncivilized people, whilc>^ 
at the fame time, it is an inevitable confequencc 
of the defeds of a defpotic government. 

During this general confufion. Bender- Abafliji 
and the other bad ports of Perfia, were negledl-^. 
cd. The little (hare of trade that ftill fubfifted,^ 
was almoft all conveyed to Baffora^ 

This is a large city^ built by the Arabs ia 
the height of their profperity, fifteen leagues be-* 
low the place where the Tigris and Euphrates 
meet, and at the lame diftance from the Perfian 
Gulph^ into which thefe rivers empty themfelves* 
It's inhabitants are computed at fifty thoufand 5 
confifting of Arabs, fifteen hundred Armenians, 
and a fmall number of families of different nations 
ivhom the hope of gain has attraft^d. It's terri- 
tory abounds in rice, fruits, pulfe, cotton, an<^ 
particularly in dates. 

The port of Baffbra, as thpfe who firft efta* 
bliftied it forefaw, became a famous mart. ThQ 
merchandife of Europe was brought there by the 
Euphrates, and that of India by fea. The ty- 
ranny of the Portuguefe intercepted this commu-» 
nication. It would have been opened again 
when their power declined, had not this unhappy 

country continually, been the fcene of the dif- 
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putes between the Arabs, the Perfians, and the. » a a it 
Turks. Thefe laft, beconne peaceful poffcffb^s * — ^- _i 
of Baflbra, have availed themfclves of the mif- 
fortunes of their neighbours, to bring trade back 
to this city ; the harbour of which has recovered 
it's fplendour and importance. 

This change has not been effc£lcd without dift 
ficulty. At firft, the people of the country would 
Dot pcrmrt the traders to confic out of the river. 
They forefaw, that if thcfc foreigners were per-» 
mitted to feulc in the city, they would not be fo 
much under their diredlion, and might lay up in 
their magazines fuch of their commodities as they 
could not fell during one monfoon, with a view 
of difpofing of them with greater advantage at an- 
other tinie. To this maxim, which was the rcfult 
of an ill-judged avarice, were added others arifing 
from fuperftitious notions. \t was^ deemed a vio- 
lation of the refpcft due to religion to permit in- 
fidels to inhabit a city, confecratcd by the blood of 
fo many martyrs and faints of the Mohammedan 
perfuafion; a prejudice that feemed to have fome 
weight with the government j but thefe fcruples 
were filenced. Pecuniary confiderations were of- 
fered by the European nations, and they were 
allowed to eftablifh factories, and even to difplay 
their refpeftive flags upon them. 

Revolutions are fo frequent in Afia, that pteknt^m 
trade cannot poflibly be carried on in the fame ^l^pj^,^^^ 
continued track as it is in Europe. Thefe events, ^^^^^* »"J 
joined to the little communication between the the Engiirh 
difl'erent ftates, either by land or by fea, muft j;^;*"*""' 
naturally occaJion great variations in the quantity 

F 4 and 
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• **„P ^ and value of commodities. Baflbra, on account 
of it*s great diftance from the center of trade, is 
more expofed to this inconvenience than any other 
place. However, upon an average, we need not 
be under any apprehenfion of departing much 
from the ftridteft truth, when we venture to efti- 
mate the merchandife annually brought there by 
way of the Gulph, at twelve millions *• Of this 
the Englifti furnifh four millions f, the Dutch 
two J, the French, the Moors, the Indians, the 
Armenians and Arabs furnilh the remainder. 

The cargoes of thefe nations confiftof rice, 
fugar, plain, ftriped and flowered muflins from 
Bengal, fpices from Ceylon and the Molucca 
iflands; coarfe, white, and blue cottons from Co- 
romandeh cardamom, pepper, fanders- wood, from 
Malabar; gold and filver fluffs, turbans, fhawls, 
indigo, from Suratj pearls from Baharcn, and 
c^bfFce from Mocha ;' iron, lead, and woollen cloth 
from Europe, Other articles of lefs confequence 
are imported from different places. Some of 
thefe comrhbdicies are (hipped on board fmall 
Arabian vefTcls, but the greater part is brought 
by European (hips, which have the advantage of 
a confidefable freight. ' ..... , 

This merchandife is fold for ready money ; and 
pa(res through the hands of the Greeks, Jews, and 
Armenians. The Banians are employed in chang- 
ing the coin current at BafTora, for that whichis 
of higher valuc'in India. 

T^JEdifFertnt commodities collefted at Ba(rora 
are diftriburcd into three channels. One half of 

* 500,000!. f i66,6661. jjs. 4d. 183,333!. 6s. 8d. 
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them goes to Perfia, where they arc conveyed by ^ ^ 9 * 
the caravans ; there being no navigable river in 
the whole empire. The chief confumption is in 
the northern provinces, which have not been fo 
much ravaged as thofe in the fouth. Both of then^ 
formerly made their payments in precious ftones, 
which were become common by the plunder of 
India. They had afterwards recourfe to copper 
utenfils, which had been exceedingly multiplied 
from the great abundance of copper mines. At 
latt they gave gold and filvcr in exchangc> which 
had been concealed during a long fcene of ty- 
ranny, and arc continually digged out of the 
bowels of the earth. If time be not allowed for 
the trees that produce gum, and have been cut to 
puQi out frefh fhoots; if no attention be paid to 
multiply the breed of goats which afford fuch fine 
wool 5 and if the filks, which are hardly fufficient 
tofupply the few manufaftures remaining inPerfia, 
continue to be fcarce ; in a word, if this empire 
does not rife again from it*s aflies, the mines will 
be exhaufted, and this fource of commerce mult 
})C given up. 

The fecond channel is a more fure one, by 
the way of Bagdad, Aleppo, and other inter- 
inediate toWns, whofe merchants come to buy their 
goods at Baflbra, Coffee, linen, fpices, and other 
merchandife that pafs this way, are taken in ex- 
change for gold, French woollen-cloths, galls, 
and brpiment, which is an ingredient in colours, 
and much ufed by the eaftern people to extirpate 
their hair. 

Another 
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* ^jjp ^ Another much lefs confiderable channel is that 
of Arabia Defcrta. The Arabs, bordering upon. 
Baflbra, repair annually to Aleppo in the fpring, 
to fell camels. It is ufual to give them credit 
for muflins, which they buy very cheap, to the 
amount of fix hundred thoufand livres*. They 
return, in the autumn, bringing woollen-cloths^ 
coral> hard-'Ware, and fome glafs and mirrors 
from Venice. The Arabian caravans are never 
molefted in their journey i nor are foreigners in 
any danger, if they take care to carry along with 
them a perfon belonging to each of the tribes they 
may happen to meet with. This road through 
the defcrt would be univerfally preferred to that 
of Bagdad^ on account of fafety, expedition, and 
the advantages of (ale, if the Pacha of the pro- 
vince, who has cftablilhed tolls in different parts 
of his territory, did not ufe every poflible precau- 
tion to hinder this communication. It is only by 
eluding the vigilance of his deputies, that one can 
prevail upon the Arabs to carry with them fome 
goods, which will not take up much room. 

Beside thefe exportations, there is rather a 
confiderable confumption, efpecially of coffee, at 
Baffora, and the territories belonging to it. Thefc 
articles are paid for in dates, pearls, rofe-water^^ 
dried fruits, and grain, when that is allowed to be 
difpofcd of to foreigners. 

This trade would be more extenfive, if it were 
freed from the fhackles that confine it. But the 

♦ 25,0001. 
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adivity that might be expefted from the natives * ^ J^ ^ 
of the country is continually damped by the op- <— i^^^— ■ ^ 
preflions they labour tinder, efpccially at adiftance 
from the center of the empire. The foreigners 
are no lefs opprefled by governors, who derive 
from their extortions the advantage of maintain- 
ing theinfelves In their oflSce, and frequently of 
fccuring their lives^ Were it poffible in fome 
mcafure to aiTuagc this thirft of gold, it would 
foon be renewed by the rivallhip of the European* 
nations, whofe fole aim is to fupplant one another, 
and who> to fucceed in this defign, fcruple not to 
^ftmploy the moft execrable expedients. A ftriking' 
inftanee of this odious fpirit of jealoufy happened 
\n 1748. 

Baron Knyphausem managed the Dutch fac- 
tory at-Baffora with extraordinary fuecefs. The 
Englifti found themfelves in imminent danger of 
lofing the fuperiority they had acquired at this 
place, as well as in moft of the fea-ports in India* 
The dread of an event which muft wound at the 
fame time their interefts and their vanity, betray- t 
cd them into injuftice. They excited the Turkifli { 

government to fupprefs a branch of trade that 
was ufeful to it, and procured an order for the 
confifcation of the merchandife and pofleflions of 
their rivals. 

The Dutch fador, who under the character of a 
merchant concealed the ftatefman, inftantly took 
a refolution worthy of a man of genius. He re- 
tired with his dependents and the broken remains 
of his fortune to Karek, a fmall ifland, at the dif- 
|ance of fifty leagues from the mouth of the 

river j 
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B o^p K river s where he fortified himfelf in fuch a man- 
ner, that by intercepting the Arabian and Indian 
velTels, bound for the city, he compelled the go- 
vernment to indemnify him for the loffes he had 
fuftained by it's behaviour.. The fame of his in- 
tegrity and abilities drew to his ifland the priva- 
teers of the neighbouring ports, the merchants, 
even of Baflbra,, and the Europeans who traded 
there. The profperity of this new colony was 
daily increafing, when it was forfaken by it's 
founder. The fucceflbr of this able man did not 
difplay the fame talents. Towards the end of the 
year 1765 he fuffered himfelf to be difpoffefled 
of his ifland by the Arabian Corfair Mirmahana. 
The Company loft an important poft, and more 
than two millions *, in artillery, provifions, and 
merchandife^ 

By this event, Baflbra was freed from a rival- 
fhip that was prejudicial to it's interefts| JDUt an 
vnforefeien, and rpuch more formidable pnCi lias 
iiicceeded in it's room^ which is that of Mafcatc. 
The Perfian giilph is bordered on the weft by 
tlie eaftern coaft of Arabia. The inhabitants of 
this region have nothing for fubfiftence but a fe^ 
dates, anji the produce of a plentiful fifhery ob- 
tained with eafc. Even the fmall quantity of 
cattle that can be raifed there, is fed only upon 
fifh. Every little diftri6}: has a Iheik of it's own, 
who is obliged to provide for the wants of his 
family by his labour or his iqduftry. On the firft 
fignal of the leaft danger, thefe people fly for re- 
fuge into the neighbouring iflands, from whence 
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they do not return to the continent 'till the ene- ? 
my is withdraw'n. There is no place in the 
country that was ever worth prefcrving, except 
Mafcate. The great Albuquerque made himfelf 
matter of this city in 1507, and ruined it's trade, 
which he intended to transfer entirely to Ormus, 
When the Portugucfe had loft this fmall kingdom, 
they were defirous of bringing the trade back to 
this place. Their endeavours proved inefFeftuali 
and the navigators bent their courfe to Gombroon. 
They dreaded the infolence of the old tyrants of 
India j and were unwilling to rely upon their fide- 
lity. No veflels entered the harbour except thofe 
brought in by the Portuguefe themfelves. It 
ccafed to be frequented by the fhips of every na- 
tion, after thefe imperious mafters were driven 
from it in 1648. Their pride prevailing over 
their views of intcreft, made them no longer de- 
firous of going there : and they had ftill a fufii- 
cient degree of influence to prevent any (hips from 
entering the harbour, or going out of it. 

The decline of their power tempted the inha- 
bitants of Mafcate to the fame afts of piracy 
which they themfelves had fo long been expofed 
to. They made defcents upon the coafts of their 
antient opprcflbrs ; and the fuccefs they met with 
encouraged them to attack the fmall Moorilh 
and European veflels that frequented the Perfian 
Gulph. But they were fo feverely chaftifed for 
their plunders by fcvcral nations, and efpecially 
by the Englifli, that they were obliged to defift. 
From chat period, the city fankinto a ftate of ob- 
icurity, which was prolonged for a jponfidcrable 

time 
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^ ni^ ^ ^'^^^ ^ inteftine broils, and foreign invafioliS* 
At length, the government afluming a more re- 
gular form at Mafcate, and in the whole country 
under the jurifdiction of it's Iman, it's commerce 
began to revive about the year 1749. 
' The articles of confumption in the country 
itfelf are rice, blue linens, iron, lead, fugar, and 
Ibme fpices } 'the returns for which are made in 
myrrh, incenfe, gum-arabic, and a fmall quan- 
tity of filver. This trade, however, would not 
be confiderable enough to invite Ihips to this 
place, if Mafcate, which is fituated pretty near 
the entrance of the Perfian Sea, were not an ex- 
cellent mart for the innermoft (Sart of the Gulph. 
All trading nations begin to give it the preference 
to Baflbra, becaufe it makes their voyage fliorter 
by three months j they are free from any kind of 
extortion ; and impofts are lowered to one and a 
half per cent. The merchandize, indeed, is af- 
terwards to be carried to Baflbra, where it pays 
a tax of three per cent, j but the Arabs fail with 
lb little expence, and have fo many methods of 
eluding the tolls, that they will always find their 
account in difpofing of their goods at Mafcate. 
Befide this, the dates, which are produced at Baf* 
fbra in greater plenty and perfeftion than any other 
article, and are often fpoilt on board large veflels 
that fail flowly, are conveyed with the utmoft ex- 
pedition in light barks to Malabar and the Red 
Sea. There is a particular reafon which will al- 
ways induce the Englfflii who trade for them-^ 
felves, to frequent Mafcate. They are there 
exempted from the five per cent* which they are 

obliged 
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obliged to pay at Baflbraj as well as at all other ® ^^j^ ^ 
places where their company have made fcttle- 
ments. 

The company have never attempted to eftablilh 
thcmfelves on the ifland of Baharen ; which we 
are at a lofs to accpuqt for. This ifland, whic!^ 
lies in the Perfian gulph, has often changed it's 
mafters. It fell with Ormus, under the domi;iion 
of the Portuguefe, and was governed by the fame 
laws. Thefe conquerors were afterwards deprived 
of it, and it has lince undergone a variety of re- 
volutions. Thamas Kouli Khan rcftored it to 
Perfia, to which it had belonged. This haygh^y 
ufurper at that time conceived the plan of form- 
ing a moft immenfe empire. He wiflied to ex- 
tend it over two feas, fome coafts of which h& 
already poflefled: but finding that his fubjefts 
oppofed his defign inftead of favouring it, he had 
recourfe to one of thofe arbitrary afts which ty- 
rants make no fcruple of cxercifing, and tranf- 
ported his fubjeds in the Perfian Gulph t6 the 
Cafpian Sea, and thofe in the Cafpian Sea to the 
Perfian Gulph. This double tranfmigration ap- 
peared to him calculated to break the connedions 
which both thefe people had formed with his ene- 
mies, and of fecuring their fidelity, if he could 
not engage their attachment. His death put a 
period to his vaft defigns ; and the confufion into 
which his empire was throw'n, afibrded a fair op- 
portunity to an ambitious and enterprifing Arab> 
of taking pofTeflion of Baharen, where he ftill 
maintains his authority. 

I This 
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This ifland> famous for it's pearl fifhcry^ even 
at the time when pearls were found at Ormus, 
Karck, Kefhy, and other places in the Gulph, is 
now become of much greater confequence, fince 
the other banks have been exhauftcd, while this 
has fuffcred no fenfible diminution. The fifhcry 
begins in April, and ends in O£lober« It is con- 
fined to a tra£t of four or five leagues. The 
Arabs, who alone follow this employment, pafs 
their nights upon the ifland or the coaft, unlefs 
they are prevented by the wind from going on 
Ihore. They formerly paid a toll, which was 
received by the galliots on that ftation. Since 
the lad alteration, none but the inhabitants of 
this ifland pay this acknowlegment to their Sheik, 
who is not in a condition to demand them from 
others. 

The pearls taken at Baharen, though not fo 
white as thofe of Ceylon and Japan, are much 
larger than thofe of the former place, and of a 
more regular fhape than thofe of the latter. They 
are of a ycUowilh cafti but have this recom- 
mendation, that they preferve their golden hue ; 
whereas the whiter kind lofe much of their luftre 
by keeping, particularly in hot countries. The 
fliell of both thefe fpecies, which is know'n by the 
name of mother of pearl, is ufed in Afia for va- 
rious purpofes. 

The annual revenue arifing from the fifliery ia 
the latitude of Baharen, is computed at 3,600,000 
livres*. The greateft part of the pearls that are 

• 150,0001. 

/ uneven* 



/ 



\ 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES; Si 

\5ncven, arc parried to Conftantinople, and other ^ ^jj^ ^ 
ports* of Turkey 5 where the larger compofe part ^-i^ ^ *-^ 
of the ornaments of the head-drefs, and the fmal- 
ler are ufed in works of embroideryk The per* 
fed pearls muft be refer ved for Surat^ from whence 
they arc diftribqted throughout all Indoftan. The 
V/omen have fo ftrong a paflion for luxury, and 
the fale of this article is fo much increafed by fu- 
perdition, that there is not the leali reafpn to ap- 
prehend any diminution either in the price or the 
iJemandi There arc none of the Gentiles who do 
not make it a point of religion to bore at lead one 
pearl at the time of their marriage. Whatever 
xnzy be the myfterious meaning of this cuftom 
among a people whole morality and politics are 
couched in allegories, or where allegory becomes 
religion ; this emblem of* virgin modefty has 
proved advantagebus to the pearl trade. The 
pearls that have not newly been bored mkke a 
part of drefs 1 but cannot have a place in %hc 
marriage ceremony, where one new pearl is at 
leafi indifpcnfable. They are accordingly always 
fold nv6 and twenty or thirty per cent, cheapef 
than thofe which come from the Gulph, where 
they are taken* There are no pearls at Malabar; 
but it has riches of another kind^ 

Malabar is, properly fpeaking, a country i>tfcripiMjffl 
fituated betweeh Cape Comonh and the river of of Maub^^ 
Neticcram* But to make our narrative the bet- tbt fttt^ 
ter underftood, by accommodating it to the no* jjjj^i^*** 
lions generally received in Europe^ we (hall give^ 
this name to the whole track extending from the 

Vol. il. G ' Wua 
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* %? ^ ^^^^^ ^^ Cape Comorin, including the adjacent 
iflandsj and beginning with the Maldives. 

The Maldives form a long chain of iflands to' 
the weft of Cape Comorin, which is the neareft 
part of the continent. They arc divided into thir- 
teen provinces, which are called Atollons. This 
divifion is the work of nature, that has furrounded 
each atollon with a barrier of rocks, furnifhing a 
better defence than the ftrongeft fortification 
againft the impetuofity of the waves, or the at- 
tacks of an enemy. The natives reckon the 
number of thftfe iflands at twelve thoufand ; the 
fmalleft of which are nothing more than banks 
of fand that are overflowed at high tides, and the 
largeft very fmall in circumference. Of all the 
channels that feparate them, there are only four 
capable of receiving flfiips. The reft are fo (hal- 
low, that they have feldom more than three feet 
Water. It is conjedured, with probability, that 
all thefe different iflands were fornlerly one, and 
that the force of the waves and currents, or fome 
great natural event, has divided them into feve- 
ral portions* 

It is probable, that this Archipelago was ori- 
ginally peopled from Malabar, Afterwards, the 
Arabians went there, ufurped the fovereignty, 
and eftabliftied their own religion. At lengthy 
the two nation's were united into one j when the 
Portuguefe, foon after their arrival in- India, re- 
duced them to fubjedidn. This tyranny was of 
fliort continuance. The garrifon^ which held 
them in flavery, was exterminated, and the Mal- 
dives 
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tJires recovered their independence. Since this ^ **„p "^ 
period, they have fallen under the yoke of an 
arbitrary prince, who keeps his court at Male, 
and has rcfigned the whole authority to the pricfts. 
He is the fole merchant in his dominions. 

An admintftration of this ftamp, and the bar- 
renncfs of the country, which produces nothing 
but cocoa-trees, prevents the trade from being 
confiderable. The exports confift only of cow- 
ries, fifh, and kayar. 

Kayar is the bark of the cocoa-tree, of which 
cables are made> that fcrve for the Indian navi- 
gation. This is no where fo good, and in fuch 
plenty as in the Maldives. A great quantity of 
it is carrrcd, with fome cowries, to Ceylon, where 
thefe commodities arc exchanged for the areca 
nut. 

The fifh called in the country complemafle^ is 
dried in the fun. It is faked by dipping it feve* 
ral times in fea-water, and cut into pieces of the 
thicknefs and length of a man's finger. Two 
cargoes of it are annually brought to* Achen^ 
which arc purchafed with gold and benzoin* The 
gold remains in the Maldives ; and the benzoin 
is fent to Mocha, where it procures in return about 
three hundred bales of coffee for the confumption 
of thefe iflands. 

Cowries are white and fhiniilg fhells. The 
inhabitants fifli for them twice a month j three 
days before the new moon, and three days after. 
This employment belongs to the women, who 
wade to the middle in water to gather them upon 
the fands. They are put up in parcels, each con- 
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* *^„* ^ taining twelve thoufand. Thofe that are not cif- 
culatcd in the country, or carried to Ceylon, arc> 
fcnt to the banks of the Ganges. A great num- 
ber of veflcls annually fail from this river^ laden 
with fugar, rice, linen^ and other lefs confiderabk 
articles for the ufe of the Maldives, and retuAi 
wish cargoes of cowries, valued at about feven or 
eight hundred thoufand livres *. One part is cir- 
culated in Bengal, where it ferves as fm^ll coin. 
The reft is taken off by the Europeans, who ufe 
it with advantage in their trade with Africa. 
They buy it at fix folsf a pound, and fell it from 
twelve to eighteen J in their feveral capitals: it 
is worth thirty- five livres % in Guinea- 

The kingdom of Travancor, which extends 
ftom Cape Comorin to the frontiers of Cochin> 
was not formerly in poflcflion of a greater fliarc 
of opulence than the Maldives. It is probable 
that it owed the prefervation of it*s independency 
to it's poverty, when the Moguls made themfelves 
matters of Madura, One of their monarchs, who 
Itfcended the throne about^the year 1730, and who 
feigned near forty years, added more dignity to 
his crown than rp had ever had before. He was a 
man of exquifite and deep fenfe. He was giving 
audience to two ambaffadors that had been fenc 
him by a neighbouring ftate, one of whom begar> 
a long harangue, which the other was preparing 
to continue ; ie not tedi&us^ faid the prince, with 
an auftere brow, life isfiyort. His reign was ful- 

• From 29,166!. 13s. 4d. to 33>333l. 6s, 8d. 
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Jicd only by one aft of weaknefs : he was of the ^ <> 9 ?^ 
tribe of the Nai'rs, and thought it a difgrace to 
him that he did not belong to the fgperior caft.. 
In the view of being incorporated into it, as 
much as it was pofllble, in the year 175a, he 
caufed a golden calf to be caft, which he enter- 
ed into by the muzzle, and came out at the op- 
pofite part. Since that time, his edifts were all 
dated from the day of fo glorious a regener^r 
tion ; and, to the great fcandal of all Indoftan, 
he was acknowleged for a Bramin, by all thofc 
of his fubjefts who enjoyed this important pre- 
rogative. 

With the alTiftance of a Frenchman named 
Le Noye, this monarch had formed the beft dif^ 
ciplined army that had ever been fccn in thcfe 
countries. With thefe forces, it is faid, that he 
meditated the conqueft of all the Malabar 5 and 
perhaps his ambition might have been crowned 
with fuccefs, had it not been oppofed by the Eu- 
ropean nations. Notwithftanding thefe impedi- 
ments, he fucceeded in enlarging his dominions ; 
' and, what was infinitely more difficult, in render- 
ing his ufurpatiqns ufcful to his fubje£ls. In the 
midft of the tumult of arms, agriculture was en^ 
couragcd ; and fome coarfc manufaftures of cot- 
ton were fet on foot. 

There are two European fcttlements in the 
kingdom of Travancor : that of the Danes at 
Kolechey has fcarce any trade. It is very fel- 
dom, indeed, that the fmalleft purchafe or fale 
i^ ever made there by the people of that natipn. 

03 , THf 
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• ^n^ ^ The Englifli faftory of Anjcngo is fituatcd or^ 
a point of land at the mouth of a fmall rivcfji 
which, during the greatefl: part of the year, is 
choked up with fand. The town is well peopled, 
and full of manufadlures. It. was formerly de- 
fended by four fmall baftions without a ditch, and 
by a garrifon of one hundred and fifty men. This 
cxpcncc has been thought unneceflary. A finglo 
agent now takes care of all the bufinefs, with lefs 
parade and more advantage. ^ 

Territory of Anjengo, thou art nothing j but 
thou haft given birth to Eliza. A day will come, 
when thefe ftaples of commerce, founded by the 
Europeans on the coafts of Afia, will exift no 
more. Before a few centuries are elapfed, the 
grafs will cover them, or the Indians, avenged, 
will have built upon their ruins. But if my work^ 
be deftined to have any duration;^ the name of 
Anjengo will not be obliterated from the memory 
pf man. Thofe who fhall read my works, or 
thofe whom the winds fhall drive towards thefe 
ihbres, will fay : there it is that Eliza Draper wa^ 
born J and if there be a Briton among them, he 
will immediately add, with the fpirit of confcious 

f)ride, and there it was that fhe was born of Eng- 
ifti parents. 

Let me be permitted to indulge my grief, and 
to give a free courfe to my tears I Eliza was my . 
friend. Reader, whofoe'er thou art> forgive me 
this involuntary emotion. Let my mind dwell 
upon Eliza. ' If I have fometimes moved thee tp 
compaffionate^ the calamities of the human ^ace^j 
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let iTic now prevail upcm thee to commiferate my ^ ^j^^ ^ 
owft misfortune. I was thy friend without know- 
ing thee 5 be for a moment mine. Thy gentle 
pity ihail be my reward. 

EtiZA ended her days in the land of her fore- 
fathers, at the age of three and thirty^ A celeftial 
ibul wa3 feparated from a heavenly, body. Ye 
who vifit the fpot on which her facred a(hes reft, 
write upon the marble that covers them : in fuch 
a year, in fuch a month, on fuch a day, at fuch 
an hour, God withdrew his fpirit, and Eliza died. 

And thou, original writer, her admirer and her. 
friend, it was Eliza who infpired thy works, and 
didatcd to thee the moft afFefting pages of them, 
fortunate Sterne, thou art no more, and I am 
icft behind. I wept over thee with Eliza ; thou 
wouldft weep over her with me j and h^ it been 
ihc will of Heaven, that you had both furvived 
me, your tears would have fallen together upon 
jpy grave, 

The men were ufed to fay, that no woman I>ad 
<b many graces as Eliza : the women faid fo too. 
They all praifed her candour j they all extolled 
her fenfibilky s they were all ambitious of the 
honoMr of her acquaintance. The ftings of envy 
were never pointed againfl: unconfciou^ merit. 

Anjengo, it is to the influence of thy happy 
climate that flie pertainly was indebted for that 
alraoft incompatible harmony of voluptuoufneft 
and decency, which difFufed itfelf over all her 
perlbn, and accompanied all her mot4ons. . A 
ftatuary who would have wiflied to reprefent Vo- 
Juptuoufncfti would have taken her for his model i 

Q 4 and 
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^ and (he would tqually have ferved for htm wh«, 
might have had a figure of modefty to difplay^ 
Even the gloomy and clouded fky of Eoglandj 
had not been able to obfcure the brightnefs ojf 
that aerial kind of foul^ unknow'n in our climates^ 
In every thing that Eliza did> an ^rrefiftible charm 
was diffufed around her. DeGre^ buo of a timid 
and baihful cad, followed her ftfps'in lUence* 
Any man of courteoufnefs alone, miift have lov- 
ed her^ but would not have dared to own his 
pai&on. 

I SEARCH for Eliza every where : I difcover, I 
difcern fome of her features, fome of her chariAst 
fcattered among thofe woiaien whofe figure i$ moft 
interefling. But what is become of her whq 
united them all? Nature, who hafl cxhaufted thjr. 
gifts to form an Eliza, didfl thou create her only 
for one moment ? Didtt thou ms^ke her to be ad^ 
mired for one inftant, and to be for ever rcr 
gretted ? 

All who have fcen Eliza, regret bcr. As for 
myfelf, my tears will n€vcr ceafc to flow for her 
all the time I have to live. But is this fufficienc? 
Thofe who have know^ri her tenderne(s for me, the 
confidence ihe hiid bellowed upon me, will they 
not fay to me : {be is no more, and yfet thoii 
liveft. 

Eliza intended to quit her country, her rda* 
lions, her friends, to take up her refidence along 
with me, and fpend her days In the midft of mine; 
What happineft had I not promifcdtomiyfelf? What 
joy did I not expeft, from feeing her fought aftet 
by men of genius i and beloved by women of the 

nicefl; 
/ 
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mceft taftc ? I faid to myfelf> Eliza is young, and * ^ ^ ^ 
thou art near thy latter end. It is fhe who will 
"clofc thine eyes. Vatn hope ! Fatal reverfe of 
all human probabilities ! My old age has been 
prolonged beyond the days of her youth. There 
IS nownoperfon in the world exifting for me. 
Fate has condemned me to live, and die alone. 

Eliza's mind was cultivated, but the effefts 
of this art were never perceived. It had done 
nothing more than embellifh nature; it ferved in 
her only to make the charm more lafting. . Every 
initant increafed the delight (he infpired ; every 
inft^nt rendered her more ihterefting. Such is 
ihe impreffion fhe had left in India j fuch is the 
Impreffion (he made in Europe, Eliza then was 
very beautiful ? No, (he was (imply beautiful : 
but there was no beauty (he did not eclipfe, be- 
caufe (he was the only one that was like herfelf. 

Eliza has written 5 and the men of her nation, 
whofe works have been the moft abounding in 
elegance and tafte, would not have difavowed the 
fmall humber of pages (he has left behind her. 

' When I faw Eliza, I experienced a fenfation . 
vnknow*h to me. It was too warm to be no more 
than friehdfhip j it was too pure to be love. Had 
it' bech a palTion, Eliza would have pitied me i 
Ihe' would have endeavoured to bring me bac|c 
fo' my reafonj and^ I (hould have completely 
loft it. 

Eliza ufed frequently to fay, that (he had a 
greater efte.em for mcf thain for any one elfe. At . 
prcfent I may believe it. 

In 
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In her laft moments, Eliza's thoughts were 
fixed upon her friend 5 and I caniwt write a line 
without having before me the monument flie has 
Jefc mc. Oh ! that {he could alfo have endowed 
n\y pen with her graces and her virtue ? Mcthinks, 
at Icaft, I hear her fay, «* That ftem mufe that 
<« looks at you, is Hiftory, whofc awful duty it 
f ^ is to determine the opinion of pofterity. That 
** fickle deity that hovers o*er the globe, is Fame^ 
<^ who condefcendcd to entertain us a moment 
*^ about youi flie brought me thy works, and 
*^ paved the way for our connexion by eftcem, 
<^ Behold that phoenix immortal amidft the 
^* flames : it is the fymbol of Genius, which 
** never dies. Let thefe emblems perpetually 
^^ incite thee to fliew thyfelf the defender of 

^^ HUMANITY, of TRUTH, and of LIBERTY." 

Eliza, from the highcft Heaven, thy firft, and 
laft country, receive my oath : I swear not to 
write one line in which thy friend may not 

££ recognised* 

Cochin was a place of great note when the 
Portuguefe arrived in India, They made them- 
fclves mafters of it, and were afterwards difpof- 
feffed by the Dutch. The fovereign, at the time 
this place was taken from him, had preferved his 
dominions, which, in the fpace of five and twenty 
years, h^ve beenrepeatedly invaded by the people 
of Travancor, His misfortunes have obliged hinj 
to take refuge under the wdls of his ancient capital, 
where he lives upon a revenue of 14,400 livres% 

• 6ooI. 
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which was ftipulated to be paid him by andeat book 
frapitulations, out of the produce of his cuftoms. 
In the fame fuburb is a colony of induftrious Jews, 
who are white men, and ridiculoufly pretend to 
have been fettled here fince the time of die Baby«- 
Jonifli captivity, but have certainly been in this 
(ituation a very confiderable time. A town en- 
compaffed with fertile lands, and built upon a 
river that receives veflels of five hundred ton$ 
burthen, and communicates by feveral navigable 
branches to the interior parts of the country, may 
naturally be expected to be in a flourifhing ..con- 
dition. If it be otherwife, it is entirely owen to 
the oppreffive nature of the government. 

This oppreffive fpirit is at leaft as fenfiibly felt 
at Calicut : all nations are admitted thither, but 
none have any fway. The fovereign who rules 
there at prefent is a Bramin 5 and the people are 
confequently under a theocracy, which, in procefs 
of time, becomes the word of all governments, 
becaufe the hand of the gods adds to the weight 
of the fceptre of the tyrants, and the fanftity of 
one of the authorities, occafions a blind fubmif- 
fion, and under pain of facrilege to the caprices 
of the othpr. The orders of the defpot are 
changed into oracles, and the difobedience of 
the fubjefts incurs the ftigma of a revolt 
againft Heaven* The throne of Calicut is al- 
moft the only one in India that is filled by a 
perfon of this firft of the cafts. In other places, 
the crown is wbrn by inferior tribes, and even by 
perfons of fo obfcure a caft, that theit domeftic^ 

would hp diflionourcd and banilhed from their 

tribes^ 
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t o o R tribes, if thev condefcended even to eat with 
their monarchs. Thefe people take care not to 
boaft of having fupped with the king: this pre- 
judice is not, perhaps, more ridiculous than any 
other. It humbles the pride of princes, and de- 
prive^ courtiers of one fourcc of vanity* Such is 
the influence of fuperftition, that it gives rife to 
the univerfal prevalence of opinion. By fuper- 
ftition artifice divides the empire with power; 
when the latter has conquered and enflaved the 
world, the former interp9fe$ and prefcribes laws 
in it's turn : they enter into a league with each 
other, mankind fall proftrate, alnd fubmit to theif 
chains. If it (hould happen that thefe two powers, 
being diffatisficd, (hould rife up the one againft 
the other, then it is that the blood of the citizens 
Js feen dreaming in the ftreets. One party ranges 
itftlf under the ftandard of fuperftition, the other 
under the banners of the fovereign. Fathers 
murder their children; and children plunge^ 
without hefitation, the poniard in the breaft of 
their fathers. Every idea of juftice is at an end j 
every fentiment of humanity is annihilated ; man 
feem^ metamorphofed, at once, into a wild beaft. 
The cry on one fide is. Rebels, obey^ your mo- 
narch J on the other. Sacrilegious, impious men, 
obey your God, the matter of your king, or 
die. I fhall addrefs myfelf, then, to all the 
fovereigns of the ^arth, and I fli all venture to re- 
veal to them the (ccret thought of the priefthood. 
If the prieft were to explain himfelf frankly, he 
would fay. If the iover^ign be not my lidtor he 
\% mine enemy j I have pui the axe into his hanci, 

but 
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but on condition that I fhall point out to. him the ^ ^^^^ ^ 
heads that are to be (truck off. The Bramins, the 
depofitaries of religion and the fciences through- 
out Indoftan, are employed as minifters in moft 
of the dates, and difpofe of every thing at plea- 
fure i but affairs are not the better managed ort 
th^t account. 

The adminiftration of Calicut is bad in general, 
and that of the capital ftill worfe- No police is 
cftabliflied, no fortifications arc raifed- The 
trade, which is clogged with a mulciplicity of im- 
pofts> is almoft entirely in the hands of a few of 
the moft abandoned and faithlefs Moors in AGa, 
One of it's greateft advantages is, that by the river 
Baypore, which is only at two leagues/ diftance, 
it has the means of being furnilhed with teak 
timber, which grows upon the plains and moun- 
tains in great abundance. 

The territories that border upon Calicut, and 
belong to the houfe of Colaftry, are little know*n, 
except by the French colony at Mahe, which is 
rifing up again from it's afhes, and that of the 
Englifti at Tcllecherry, which has experienced no 
misfortune. The latter, which contains a popu- 
lation of fifteen or fixteen thoufand fouls, had 
three hundred white men and five hundred blacks 
for it's defence r they have been recalled fince the 
nation has acquired in thefe feas an afcendant, 
which removes the apprchenfion of feeing the 
fettlement infglted. At prefent they draw from 
thence annually (with very little expence) fifteen 
hundred thoufand pounds weight of pepper^ and 
fome other provifions of little importance. 

If 
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BOOK If urc except a few principalities that fcarce dc- 
^ fervc mention^ the dates we have been defcribing. 
properly conftitute the whole of the Malabar, a 
country more agreeable than opulent. Tte ex- 
ports confift chiefly of aromatics and fpices. The 
principal articles are fandcrs wood, India 
faffron, cardamom, ginger, baftard cinnaiiK)n, and 
pepper. 

The fantalum or fanders grows to the fize of a 
walnut-tree. It's leaves are entire oval, and 
placed oppofitc to each other. It's flower is of 
one fingle piece, charged with eight ftamina, and 
fupported upon the piftil, which becomes an in- 
jfipid berry, refembling in form that of the laurel. 
"It's wood is white in the circumference, and 
yellow in the center when the tree is old. This 
difference of colour conftitutes two kinds, of 
fandcrs, both employed for the fame purpofesj 
and liaving equally a bitter tafte, and an aromatic 
frnell. With the powder of this wood a pafte is 
prepared, with which the Chinefe, Indians, Per- 
fians, Arabians and Turks anoint their bodies* 
It is likewife b^n?t in their houfes, and yields a 
fragrant and whokfome fmell. The greateft 
quantity of this wood, to which a Iharp and at- 
tenuating virtue is afcribed, remains in India* 
The red fanders; though in lefs eftirnation, and 
lefs generally ufed, is fent by preference into 
Europe. This is the produce of a difinsrent tree, 
w+iich is common on the coaft of Coromandel. 
Some travellers confound it with the \7ood of 
Caliatour, which is ufed in dying. 

The 
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The Indian faflfron, calltd by the phyficians ^ o o k 
curcuma^ or terra merila, has a very low and 
herbaceous ftcm, formed by the union of the 
buds, and compofcd of five or fix very long 
leaves, which bear upon very long ftalks. The 
flowcp^ difpofed in a hufky fpike near the root, 
arc purpleifli, with fix unequal divifions ; they 
have but one ftamina, fupportcd, as they are, 
upon the piftil, which becomes a capfula with 
three divi(k)ns, full of round feeds. The root is 
cximpofcd of five or fix oblong and knotty 
tubercles. It is reckoned to have an aperient 
quality, and to be a remedy for the jaundice. 
The Indians make a yellow dye of it, and it is an 
ingredient in moft of their difties. 

Several kinds of cardamom are found in the 
different countries of India, and the diftinft 
charafters of them have not been fufEciently ob- 
ferved. That which grows in the territories of 
Cochin, Calicut, and Cananor, is the fmalleft and 
moft efteemed. It has, as well as the other forts, 
a great deal of analogy with the Indian faffron, 
from which it differs in having it's leaves much 
more numerous j itV Hem higher ; it's fpike of 
flowers loofer, and coming immediately from the 
root, and it's fruit lefs. It's feeds, which have 
an agreeable aromatic flavour, are ufed in moft 
Indian ragouts* It is often mixed with areca and 
betel, ind fometimes chewed afterwards ; and is 
Bfed in medicine chiefly to help digefl:ion, and to 
ftrengthen the .ftomach. The cardaiTK)m has no 
iwcd of cultivation, and grows naturally in places 

covered 
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' %^ ^ covered with the aflics of plants that have betri 

burnt. 

The ginger refcmbles the cardamom^ both irt 
the difpofition and ftrufture of it*s flowers. The 
fpike comes from the fame point. The root, whith 
\% knotty and creeping, (hoots out feveral ftems of 
three feet highj the leaves of which are narrower* 
It is white^ tender, and almofl: as pungent to the 
palate as pepper. The Indians put it into their rice^ 
which is their common diet, to corrcft the natural 
infipidity of this food. This fpice, mixed with 
others, gives the diflies feafoned with it a flrong 
tafte, which is extremely difagreeable to foreigners^ 
The Europeans, however, who come to Afia in 
low circumftances are obliged to accuftom them- 
felves to it. Others adopt it out of complaifancc 
to their wives, who are generally natives of the 
country. It is here, as in all other places, much 
eafier for the men to conform to the tafte and 
foibles of the women, than to get the better of 
them. Perhaps too the climate may require this 
manner of living. The beft ginger is that which 
is cultivated in the Malabar j the fecond fort 
comes from Bengal. That which grows in the 
Decan> and in all the Indian Archipelago, is lefs 
efteemed ; if, however, we except the red ginger 
of the Moluccas, a fpecies difltring from the 
common fort in the colour of it's root, and in 
having a lefs acid tafte. 

Bastard cinnamon, know*n in Europe by the 

name of cajjia lignea, is to be had at TiiTJor^ 

Java, and Mindanao 5 but that which grows on 

6 the 
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Ihte Malabar coaft is much fuperior. The ftee ' ^,^ ^ 
which produces itj like that of Ceylon> is a 
Ipecies of laurel ; it yields the fame produce^ and 
refembles it in mod of it's chara£i:ers. It's leaves 
are longer ; it's barkj more thick and ttd^ it has 
lefs flavour^ and is diftinguifhed particularly by a 
kind of vifcidity that is perceived in chewing* 
By thefe marks we may deted the fraud of the 
merchants^ who fell it mixed with the true cinna* 
ixionj the virtues of which ai'c infinitely fuperioi-i 
and the price four times as. much. The Dutch, 
dtfpairing of being able to root up all the trees 
out of the forcfts that produce it, contrived to re- 
quire, during their fuperiority in Malabar, the 
fovercigns of the country to renounce their right 
of barking them. This engagement, which wai 
never ftri^ly oblcrvcd, has been lefs fulfilled fince 
the nation that made it has loft it's authority, and 
has advanced the price of the cinnamon of Cey- 
lon. The prefent produce of the cinnamon at 
Malabar may be computed at two hundred thou^v 
fand weight. The fmalleft portion of it is 
brought to EurQpe; the reft is difpofed 6f in Indian 
The trade is entirely in the hands of the free 
Englilh merchants; it may admit of iniprove- 
ihent, but will never be ec^ual to that of pepper* 

The pepper-plant is a Ihrub, the root of which 
is fibrous and blackifti. It's ftem, which is far^ 
Dientdus and flexible, requires a tree or a prop to 
lupport it* It is branchy, and full of knots, from 
each of which an oval leaf goes ofF, fharp pointed^ 
very fmooth, and marked with five nerves j and 
it is of a ftrong and poignant flavour* "^Qw^^df 

Vol. II H tJ^k 
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* ^iP ^ the middle of the branches^ and m6rt frequently' 
at their extremities', we fee little buds refembling 
thofe of the currant-tree, which beat* about thirty' 
flowers, compofcd of two ftamina and one piftih 
The fruit that fucceeds is at firft green, then red^ 
andbf the bignefs of a pea. It is ufually gather- 
ed in Odober, four n^onths after the flowering 
feafon, andi it is expofed to the fuil for feven of 
eight days< The black colour it then acquires 
has given it the name of black pepper« It is 
made white by fl:ripping it of it^'s outward flcin* 
The largeft, heavieft, and leaft flirivelled> is the 
beft. 

T'he pepper-plant flourilhes in the ifl^nds of 
Java, Sumatra, and Ceylon, and more particu** 
larly on the Malabar coaft* It is not fow*n, but 
planted ; and great nicety is rccjuired in the choice 
of the flioots. It produces no fruit till the end of 
three years j but bears fo plentifully the three fuc- 
ceeding years, that fome plants yield between fix 
and feven pounds of pepper. The produce, fronf> 
that period, contrnucs decreafing > and the flirub 
declines fe faft, that in twelve years time it ccafes 
bearing. 

The culture of pepper is not difficulty it is 
fqfiicient to plant it in a rich foil, and cardfully 
to pull up the weeds that grow, in great abund- 
ance round it's rbots, efpecially the three firft years^ 
As i:he fun is highly ncceflary to the growth of the' 
pepper- plant, when it is ready to bear, the trees 
that fupport it muft be lopped, to prevent their 
fliade'from injuring the fryit. When the feafoiv 
is over^ it is proper to crop the head of ^be plant.- 
~ ■ Without- 
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Without this precaution there would be too much » o o k 
wood, and little fruit. * 

Thi pepper exported from Malabar, which 
was formerly entirely in the hands of the Portu- 
guefe, and is at prefent divided between the 
Dutch, Englifh, and French, amounts to about 
ten millions weight. At ten fols ,a pound * it is 
an objeft of five millions f : it is exported, with 
other produftions, for half that fum. By the falc 
of thefe commodities the country is enabled to 
purchafe rice from the Ganges and Canara> coarfc 
linens from Myfore and Bengal, and feveral fores 
of goods from Europe. The payments in money 
amount to little or nothing. 

Canara, a country bordering upon Malabar, 
properly fo called, has been fuccefsfuUy increafed 
by the provinces of Onor, Baticala, Bandel, and 
Cahanor, by which it has acquired a confider- 
able degree of extent. It is very fertile, and par- 
ticularly in rice. It was formerly the moft flou- 
rifhing (late in thefe regions; but it declined 
when it's fovercign was compelled to give an* 
nually from twelve to thirteen hundred thoufand 
livres J to the Marattas, his neighbours, to pre- 
ferve his kingdom from their plunders. It has 
ftill continued declining fince Hyder Ally Khan 
became the mafter of it. Mangalore, which, 
ferved for it's harbour, has fallen into proportional 
decay. It has been lefs frequented by foreign 
navigators, becaufe provifions were no longer fo 
plentiful there, and becaufe the multiplicity of 

• ?d. f 208,333!. 6 s, 8d. J From 50,000 1. to 
54>i661. 13 s* 4 d. 
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• ^n^ '^ ^^^^s has incrcafcd the price of them exceflivelj^. 

u "y — / Nevcrthelefs the manners of the place have re- 

' mained as corrupt as they have been from time 

immemorial* Canara is always able to fupply 

the moft voluptuous courtefans^ and the fineft 

dancers in Indoftan. 

rrcoif*^* Commerce, that raifed Venice from her canals, 
knd Amfterdam from her moraffes, had rendered 
Goa the center of the riches of India, and one of 
the moft celebrated marcs of the univerfe. Time; 
the revolutions fo common in Afia; the pride in- 
feparable from great profperity j the effeminacy 
th'at attends on wealth eafily acquired -, the com- 
petition of more enlightened nations ; ^ the em«- 
bezzlements of the treafury, and thofe of indi- 
viduals; perfidious and atrocious a6ls of all kinds : 
thefe caufcs, and others, perhaps, which have 
efcaped our notice, have haftencd the deftruSion 
• cif this proud city. It is now reduced to nothing j 
dnd the defefts of it*s adminiftration, the corrup- 
tion of it's citizens, the influence of it*s rrtonks in 
public deliberations, do not give any hopes of it's 
rc-eftabliihment. Deprived of fo many fertile 
• provinces, which implicitly obeyed it*s laws, it 

has nothing remaining but the fmall ifland oil 
which it is fituated, and the two peninfulas that 
form it's harbbur. 

Accoiint of To the north of Goa, the Marattas, rnafters Of 

©/Anuria, fomc pofts on thc fca (hore, infcfted this ocean 
with their piracies. The Mogul, who had juft 
fubdued the northern parts of, the co^ft^ was 
highly incenfed at them. In order to proted the 
navigation pf his fubjeds, he equipped a fleet, 

principally 
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principally dcftiped toreprefs thisfpirit of rapine, book' 
At this period the two powers attacked each 
other. In thefe repeated and bloody engage- 
ments, the Maratta Konna Ji Angria, difplayed 
fuch diftinguiihed talents, that the dire(^ion of 
the maritime forces of his nation was conferred 
upon him j and foon after, the government of the 
important fortrefs of Severr)-droog, buiH upon 4 
fmall ifland, at a little diftance from the conti-* 
nenc* 

This extraordinary man had conquered only 
for himfelf. He prevailed upon the companions 
of his vidories, to adopt his plan of independ- 
ence ; and,with their affiftance, he feized upon the 
(hips which he had fo long and fo , fortunately 
commanded. The efforts made to reduce him to 
obedience again were ineffeftual. The allurer 
ment of plunder, ^nd the fame of his generofity, 
drew even fo great a number of intrepid adven- 
turers about him, that it was eafy for him to bcr 
come a conquerbr. His dominion extended forty 
leagues along the coaft, from Tamana to Raja- 
pour 5 and twenty or thirty miles within land, 
according to the difpofition of the places, and th? 
facility of their being defended. Neverthelefs he 
owed his greateft fuccefs, and all his reputation, 
to naval operations, which were cpntinued with 
the f^me activity, the fam^s; bravery, ^nd the famp 
(kill, by the heirs ef his name and of his do- 
minions. 

At firft, thefe pirates only attacked th? Indiani, 
Mooriih, or Arabian veffels, that had not purr 

(:haf(:(i- paffports from them. In profcfg of time, 

H ;j they 
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* ^„? '^ they infulced the flag of the Europeans, who were 
\, t y » reduced to the neceflity of neyer failing without 
a convoy. This precaution was not only very 
cxpenfivc, but proved alfo infuificient : even the 
fliips that connpofed the cfcortwere often attacked, 
and fcveral times carried off from their anchors. 
These deprcdatiorfs had lafted fifty years, when, 
in 1722, the Englilh joined their forces with thofc 
^of the Portuguefc againft thcfe pirates ; and it 
was determined between them to deftroy the place 
of their refort. The expedition was difgraceful 
and abortive. That which was undertaken by the 
Dutch, two years after, with feven men of war 
and two bomb ketches, met with no better fuc- 
ceft. At length the Marattas, upon the people 
of Angria rcfufing to pay a tribute which had 
long been cuftomary, agreed to attack the com- 
mon enemy by land, while the Englifli attacked 
them by fea. This confederacy obtained a com-* 
plete conqueft. Moft of the harbours and forts 
were taken in the campaign of 1755. Geriah^^ 
the capital, furrendered the year following, and 
with it fell a power, the profperity of which 
had been only founded on public calamities. 
By it's ruin, the power of the Marattas, which 
was formidable already, was unhappily increafed. 
rre/mt^ate These pcoplc, who had been long confined 
ratia.onthc witfhin thc limits of their mountains, have, by de- 
ublu *' grc^s, extended themfelves towards the fea, and 
at prefent poflefs the large fpace between Surat 
and Goa, where they equally threaten thefe two 
cities. They are famous for their incurfions and 
depredations on the coaft of Coromandel, in the 

neigbour- 
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neighbpurhood of Delhi, and on the banks of the ^ op ^ 

Ganges ^ bi?t the center of their greatcft ftrength, <.-— ^^-i/ 

and their fi^ed ft^tipn, is at Malabar. That fpif- 

rit of rapine, which fhey c^ry in^o the countries 

where they occafioijally make inroads, is forftkcn 

fn the provinces they Have concjuered. They 
have already alleviated the nrjifery of thofe places 

wbi(;h were oppreffed for fo long a time by th^ 

tyranny qf the PQrtuguefe, and with which they, 

have fucceflively enlarged their empire. Their 

condqdl has bpcn very di^ercnt upon the neighs- 

bouring feas. They not on}y plqnder all the 

^lips there, whiph ^re too weak to r^fift them, 

but alfo give an afylurn to foreign pirates, who 

U^ill confent to fhare their Raptures yfith them. 

SuR4T was^ for a long time, the oxi\y fea-pqrt Re^oiotioni 

for the e3cportatioa of the n(ianufa6lures of the happened to 

Mogul pmpire, ^nd the importation of whatever confe. 

was neceffary to fupply it's confumption. 'Xo, fc- Jtrinflur 

fure it's allegiance, antj provide for it's defencCj^ a ^^Jgy^Ji^lJJ 

citadel was built, the commandant of which had^ haveacquir- 

no authority over that of the town j care was ev-en 

takeA to chufe two governors, who, from their 

chara<Sber, were not likely to unite in oppreffing. 

trade. Some difagreeable circumftances gaye rife 

to a third power. The Indian feas were infefted 

vith pirate^, \vho interrupted the navigatbn, and^ 

prevented devout Muffulmcn from making voyages 

to Mecca. The emperoi thought the chi^f of a. 

colony of Coffrees, who. were fettled at Rajapour,/ 

would be the proper p^r/on to. ftdp the progrefs 

of thcfe depredations, and therefore appointed hiin 

|iis admiral*^ Thi^ee lacks of rupecs^^ of yao^opa. 

l^ ^ ' livrc 
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* %i^ ^ livrcs *, were affigned him for his annual pay, 
This falary not bein^ pundually paid^ the admi- 
ral feized the caftle, and from 'chat fortrefs laid 
the town under contribution. A fcene of gene-> 
ral confufion enfued ; and the avarice of the Ma- 
rattasy which wai always afliyej, became more 
eager than ever. Thcfe Barbarians, who had ex- 
tended their ufurpations even to the gates pf the 
place, had, for a^ long time, been allowed a third 
part of the duties, oa condition that they (hould 
not moleft the inland trade. They contented 
themfelves with this contribution, fo long as for- 
tune did not throw more confiderable advantages 
in their way. As foon as they perceived this fer- 
ment among the citizens, not doubting that one 
pf the parties might be tranfported fo hr by re- 
fentment as to open the gates to them, they drew 
their forces near to the walls. The traders find- 
ing their effeds daily in danger of being plunder- 
ed, called the Englifli to their afHftance in 1759, 
find aided them in uking the citadel. The court 
pf Delhi confirmed them in the poflfeflion of it^ 
and in the exerdfe of the naval command, to- 
gether with the appointments annexed to both 
commiffions. This revolution reftored fome de- 
gree of tranquillity to Surat and it*s Nabob ^ 
while it n^ade them, however, totally dependent 
upon the power th^ey h^d called it^ to their af- 
|iftance« 

This fucc^fs enlarged the ambitious views of 
^he agents of the Engliffa Company, Thofc 
§ipong them who conduced the affairs on the 

• 30,oppI. 
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Malabar coaft, were troubled with fecret difcon- * **,** * 

'•1* 

tent,' at not having had any (hare in the intimenfe 
fortunes that had been made on the Coromandel 
'coaft, and in Bengal. They turned their avari- 
cious views on all fides, and at length, in 1771, 
fixed them upon Baroche, a. large town, fituated 
at the diftafice of five and thirty miles from the 
mouth of the river Nerdaba, which falls into the 
gulph of Cambai^, and very anciently celebrated 
fot the richfiei^ of it's foil, and the abundance of 
It's manufadures* Eyen the trading fhips cant- 
HOlt get up to it without the aflifi:ance of the tide^ 
nor come out but whei) (be tide ebbs. 

Fiy)£ hundred white m^q, and a thoufand 
^lacks> fet out from Pombay, to take poiTeflion 
of the place, upon the moft frivolous pretences. 
The expedition failed, from the incapacity of the 
perfpn who w^s intruftied ^}th the cpnduft of it. , 
Jt \jras refumed the qej^t year. The befieged, 
emboldened by their firft fuccefs, and ftill more, 
perhaps, by an antient tradition, which promifed 
them that their town would ncyer be taken^ de- 
fended themfclyes for a cgnfiderable time ; bgt at 
length their walls were carried by an aifault. 

PuRiifo the whole fiege^ the mqther of the 
l^^bpb had not quitted her fon, braving along 
with him the ravages of the cannon and of the 
bomI:)S, They went put of the pl^ce together^ 
when it was no longer tenable^ ari4 W^rc purfued. 
Gq^ faid this heroic womaq tq th^ companion of 
her flight ; Go^ and fe^k an ajylunf and fuccours 
4tmong your allies ; I will retard the march of our 
fnemies^ and may perhaps efcap^ (hem. Finding 

herfelf 
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BOOR herfclf afterwards too clofcly preflfed, Ihc was 
iben to have recourfe to that d.6t (6 coraimon i^ 
Indoftan among the woipen who have kept their 
^aggers : (he plunged one into her hearty to avoi4 
falling into the hands of th^ enemy. Her fon did 
not long furvive her. 

This Prince^, before his cataftrophe^ was obliged 
to give tothe Mar^ttas the fix-tenths of his re- 
venue, which did not exceed i,6&o,ooo livres*. 
It was by virtue of their being in p6ireflion'<^ 
Anned-Abad, capital of the Quzarat, that thefe 
barbarians exadied this tribute. TheEnglifli not 
only refufed to fubaiit to this humiliating tribute, 
but wanted alfq to extend their rights oyer the 
whole province. Claims of fo oppofite a nature^ 
laid the foundations of difcord. All thefe trouble^ 
were appeafcd in 1776, by a treaty, which regu* 
lated that the antient ufurpers fliould preferye. 
their conquefts, but that the new ojies fliould 
have the free pofleflion of Baroche, an4 that b^ 
territory fliould be added to it's own^ the taxea 
upon which were to produce 720^000. livres f* 

The Maractas feemed then to be in a fituatiorx 
which did not permit them to expeft fo favourable, 
an arrangement. The union fubfifting betweea 
thefe pirates had never been fliaken. This har- 
^Tiony had infured then), a decjided fyperiority over 
the other powers of Indoftan, which were per- 
petually agitated with domeftic feuds. Their firfl 
divifioift broke out in 1773^ The brother and 
the fon of their lafl: chief difputed the empire^ 

t 
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ftnd the divided fubjeifts took part with th^ one ^ ^^ ^ 
and the other, according to their rcfpeftiyc in,-^ ^— ^■■■-^ 
clinations or interefts^. 

During the cou;;fc of thefc civil wars,^ the 
Soubah of the Decao regained the pofleffion of 
the provinces which the calanriities of the times 
had obliged him to abandon to thefe barbarians. 
Hcyder-Ali-Khan ajppropriated to himfclf that part 
of their territory that was rnoft fuirable to him. 
The Englilh thought the opportunity favourable 
for feizing upon Salfette, from whence the Ma^- 
rattas had driven the Portuguefe in 1740. 

Th5 conqueft of this iflapd was not fo eafily D^knptwm 
accompliflicd as it had been expefted. The cita- of saiuuic!* 
del of Tanah, in which all it's ftrength confided, 
was defended with a degree of fkill and perfeve* 
ranee unknow'n in thefe regions. When it was 
fummoned to furrender, the Governor, a man of 
ninety- two years of age, proudly anfwered, Twas 
not fent here for that purpofe I and he immediately 
doubled his exertions and his courage. It was 
not till after he had been flain, and after his brave 
companions had fuftained a very bloody aflault 
fince his death, that the Britilh troops entered the 
place on the 28th December 1774. 

Then it was only that the conqueror found him- 
felf mafter of a territory, which, though it be no 
more than twenty miles long, and fifteen broad, 
is one of the moft populous and mod fertile in 
Afia. In' the center of it is the mountain of 
Keneri, full of large and deep excavations, all 
of them cut in the body of theYock. . Thefe are 
fo many pagodas, generally arranged in a line, 

but 
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^ ^,? ^ ^^^ fometimcs placed one above the other. They 

V y , > are moft frequently ornaniented with figures and 

infcriptions cut or engraved upon ftone. The 

fame Angularities are obfervable in the Ifland of 

Elephants, bordering upon Salfette, 

Works of fo aftonifliing a nature, have given 
rife to a multiplicity of fabulous accounts. 
The common people think they were executed 
five hundred thoufand years ago, by divinities of 
an inferior order. Some Bramins afcribe them to 
Alexander the Greatj whom they delight to ho-^ 
nour with every thing that appears to them above 
the natural powers of man. We may reafonably 
expeft, that the Englifh, t;o whom we are iridebt-. 
cd for fo^much information refpeding Afia, will 
negledl no opportunity of being acquainted with 
the nature of thefe monuments, which are capable 
pf throwing fo great a light upon the hiftory and 
religion of the Jndies. They will the more eafily 
^ccomplilh this, as Salfette is only feparated from 
Bombay by a very narrow channel. 
Defcriptjon This ifland, which is little more than twenty, 
of Bombay. QV nvc and twenty miles \n circumference, was, for 
illte^'tnT ^ ^^^S ^^^^y ^^ objeft of general horror. No man 
«^>j»po»t- chofe to fettle upon a territory, fo unhealthy, as 
to give rife to the proverb. Thai at Bombay a man's 
life did not exceed two monfoons. The country places 
were then filled with bamboos and cocoa- trees : 
it was with (linking filh that the trees were dunged, 
and the coafts were corrupted with infeftious fens, 
Thefe principles of deftrudtion would undoubt*- 
edly have difgufted the Englifli of their colonies, 
had they^not been detained there by phe beft har* 

bouf 
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bour in Indoftan, and the only one which, befide ^ ^^j^ ^ 
that of Goa, is capable of receiving (hips of the 
line. So fingular an advantage made them de- 
firous of correfting the infalubrity of the air, 
which was eafily done by laying the country open, 
and procuring a drain for the waters* Then the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring regions, attradled 
by the mildnefs of the government, reforted in 
multitudes to this fettlement. 

If we caft an eye upon the globe fince the ori- 
gin of hiftory, we (hall ice men purfued by cala- 
mity, and fixing wherever they can be allowed to 
breathe. Is it not furprifing, that the univerfa- 
lity, and conftant appearance of this phenome- 
non, has not yet taught the rulers of the earth, 
that the only way to prevent emigrations, is to 
make their fubjeds enjoy a fituation mild enough 
to fix them in the country that gave them birth ? 

It is computed, that there are at prefent at 
Bombay hear one hundred thoufand inhabitants, 
feven or eight thoufand of whom are failors : a 
few of them are employed in manufactures of filk 
and cotton. • As the larger productions could not 
profper upon a rock where the foil has very little 
depth, the attention of the people has been turn- 
ed towards the cultivation of an excellent kind of 
onion, which, together with the fifh that is dried 
there, is advantageoufiy fold, in the moft diftant 
markets. Thcfe labours are not carried on with 
that degree of indolence fo common under a 
burning (ky. The Indian has (hewed himfelf 
fufdeptible of emulation 1 and his charadter has 
been in fome mcafure changed, by the example 

of 
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^ ni^ ^ ^^ ^^^ inderatigabJe Perfccs, The latter are noC 
fi(hermen> and cultivators alone; The conflruc* 
tloni fitting out> and difpatching of (hipsi every 
thing in a V^^ord. which concerns the road, or 
navigation, is intruded to theiir adivity and in^^ 
tJuftry. 

BzFOKt the year 1759^ the (hips difpatched 
from Europe to the Red Sea, the Perfian Gulph, 
and the coaft of Malabar^^ generally went to the 
coafts where they were to depofit their money 
and goods, and where they were to take in their 
frefli iadirtg. At that period, they all went aiid 
flopped at Bonnbay, where all the merchandifc 
from the. neighbouring placies is collefted without 
expence, fince the Company have been invcftcd 
with the dignity of admiral to the great Mogul, 
and in confequenee of this appointment have been 
V obliged to maintain a confiderable maritime force 
in thefe latitudes. 

It was neceflary that a ftaple of this kind (hould 
be well fupplied with docks, (hips, and merchants. 
Accordingly, the ifland foon poffeffed itfelf of all 
the navigation, and great part of the trade of 
Surat, which the other neighbouring marts had 
before carried on in the Afiatic feas. 

These advantages required to be fettled upoa 
a firm footing. To efFeft this, the harbour, 
which is the center of fo many tranfa£tions, and 
where the fleets fent by Great Britain into the 
Indian ocean are to be repaired, has been fur-^ 
rounded with fortifications. Thefe works are con* 
ftrufted with folidity, and have no other defciSl:, 
it is faid, than that of being too cxtcnfive. They 
8 are 
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are defended by twelve hundred Europeans, and ^ ^^j^ ^ 
n much greater number of Afiatic troops. u ^^^mmj 

•In 1773, the revenue of Bombay^ and all it's ^ 

dependencies, amounted to 13,607,212 livres^ 
10 fols*, and the expenqes t6 12,711,150 livresf* 
The ftatc of thefc numerous colojiies has been 
certainly improved fince that period j but - ^e 
cannot afcertain the amount of thefe improve- 
ments. 

The poflcffions of the Englifli and the Marattas state of th^ 
on the Malabar coaft, are too much intermixed j romandd, 
their interefts too contrary j and their claims too ofthtTrT* 
cxtcnfive, not tamake it certain, that, fooner or £ngiii^/^^ 
later, thefe two powers will be at variance. It is 
impoflible to determine which of them will be 
conqueror : this event will depend upon the cir- 
cumftances they fhall happen to be in at the time, 
upon the alliances they may have formed, and 
principally upon the llatcfmen who fliall direcfi: 
their political meafures, and upon the generals 
who (hall have the command of their armies. 
Let us fee whether tranquillity be more firmly 
cftablifhed on the coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, 
which extend from Cape Combrin to the Ganges. 
Geographers and hiftorians always confider 
thefe two countries, bordering on each other, as 
diftinft, and as inhabited by people who have na 
refemblance, either in their manners or their coin* 
They alfo differ in their language. Thofe of 
Orixa have an idiom of their own, while their 
neighbours generally fpeak the Malabar tongue, 

♦ 566,967!. 3s. 4d. f 529j63iL js. 
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BOOK But as the commerce in both is nearly the fame^ 
_/ and carried on in the fame manner^ we fhall com* 
prehend them both under the fingle name of Co^ 
romandel. The two coafts tefemble each other 
in other refpedi. In both of them the heats are 
exceflive ; but^ from the beginning of June to 
the middle of Oftober, the fea-breezes, whith 
blow from tfcn o^clock in the morning 'till near 
ten at night, render the climate fupportable. It 
is ftill more refreihed in the month of July, and 
efpecially in November, by the rainsi which rhay 
be called incefiant. 

This immenfe fhofe is Covered, for the fpacc 
of about a milt, with a land entirely barren^ 
^ againft Ivhich the waves of the Indian ocean 
break with violence. Formerly, none but ca- 
noes, made with planks, very (lightly put toge- 
ther, and, as it were, only fow'n with kayar, land- 
ed on this fpot. The firft Europeans who cartic 
to thefe fliores, were defirous of landing there 
with larger and (Ironger built vcflels. Repeated 
misfortunes foon cured them of their prcfumption. 
They found, in proccfs of time, that nothing Was 
more rcafonable than to conform to a pradice, 
which had at firft appeared to them, fit only to 
be followed by an ignorant and unexpetieiiCed 
people. 

There were many reafons which at firft occa- 
fioned this country to be neglefted by the Euro- 
peans who came to India, It Was fcparated by 
inacceffible mountains from Malabar, where thefe 
bold navigators endeavoured to fettle themfelves. 
Spices and aromatics, which: were the principal 

objeds 
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qlbjeAs of their atcciuion. Were not to be found " ^p ^ 
Ihcre^ In a word, civil diflTenfions had banilhed 
from it tranquillity, fecurity, and induftry*^ 

At that period, the empire of Bifnagar, to 
which this vaft country was fubje6l:, was falling 
to ruin. The firft monarchs of that illuftrious 
ftate owed their power to their abilities. They 
headed their armies in war i in peace, they di- 
re(£ted their councils, vi(ited their provinces» and 
adminiftered juftice. Profperity corrupted them, 
3y degrees, they contrafted the habit of with- 
drawing themfelves from the fight of their peopIe» 
and of leaving the cares of government to their 
generals and minifters. This conduft paved the 
way for their ruin. The governor's of Vifapour, 
the Carnatic, Golcond^j and Orixa, threw off 
their dependence, and alTumed the tide of kings. 
Thofe of Madura, Tanjore, iClyfore, Gingi, and 
fomc others, likewife ufurped the fovereign au- 
thority, but retained their antient title of Naick. 
This great revolution had juft happened when 
the Europeans appeared upon the cpaft of Coro- 
mandel. 

The foreign trade was at that time inconfider- 
|ble : it confifted only of diamonds from Gol- 
conda, which were carried to Calicut and Surat, 
and from thence to Ormus or Suez, from whence 
they were circulated through Europe and Afia. 
Maffulipatan, the richeft and moft populous city 
in thefe countries, was the only market that was 
know*n for linens j they were purchafed at a great 
hit annually holden there by the Arabian and 
Malayan veffcls that frequented that bay, and by 

Vol, II. I caravans 
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* o b 'k caravans that arrived from diftant parts. The 
xzi^J:!^^^ linens were exported to the farhe places as the 
, diamonds. • 

In whit The tafte for the manufaflures of Coromandel, 

Europetni which bcgan to prevail here, infpired all the Eu- 
thc^r trade ropcan nations trading to the Indian feaswrth the 
romli^dfr refolutioh of forming fettlements there. Thev 
^cMtcnt** ^^^^ "^^ difcooraged either by the difficulty of 
they have coHveying goods from the inland parts of tile 
country, where there. was- no- navigable river; by 
the total want of harbours, where the fea^ at orte 
feafon of the year, is not navigable ; by the bar- 
rennefs of the coafts, for the rtnoft part uncul- 
tivated and uninhabited 5 nor by the tyranny 
and fluduating ftate of the government* They 
thought that induftry would coitte thert In qlieft 
of money ; that Pegu would ftirnifh Htriber fdr 
building, and Bengal corn forfubfiflrence ; that a 
profperous voyage of nine months woiild ht moi^e 
than fufBcient to complete their ladingis j and that., 
by fortifying themfelves, they (hould be fecure 
againft the attacks of the weak tyrants that op- 
prefled thefe countries. 

The firft colonies were eftabliflied near the fea- 
Ihore. Some of them obtained a fcttlement bfr 
force: moft of them were formed with the con- 
fent^of the fovereigns, and all were confined to a 
very narrow traft of land. The boundaries of 
each were marked out by a hedge of 'thorny 
plants, which was their only defence. In procefs 
of tirhe, fortifications were raifed > and the (ecif- 
rity derived from them, added to the lenity of the 
government, foon increafcd the number of colo- 

nifts. 
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tiifts. The fplendour and independence of thefe ^ ^ ^ ^ 
lettlements frequently excited the jealoufy of the 
princes in whofe dooiinions they were formed ; 
but their attempts to demolifli them proved abor* 
tive. Each colony increafed in profperity, in pro- 
portion to the riches and the wifdom of the na- 
tion that had founded it. 

None of the companies that exercifed an cx- 
clufive privilege beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
had any concern in the trade of diamonds ; which 
was always left to private merchants, and by de- 
grees fell intirely into the hands of the Englifli, 
or the Jews and Armenians that lived under their 
protection. At prefent, this grand objeft of 
luxury and induftry is much reduced. The re- 
volutions that have happened in Indoftan, have 
prevented people from reforting to thefe rich 
mines ; and the anarchy into which this unhappy 
country is plunged, leaves no room to hope that* 
they will be again attended to. The whole of the 
commercial operations on the coaft of Coroman- 
del is confined to the purchafe of cottons. . 

The manufacturing af the white cottons bought 
there, differs fo little from that of our's, that it 
would be neither interefting nor inftruftive to en- 
ter into a minute defcriprion of it. The proccfs 
ufed in making their printed cottons, which was 
at firfl: fervilely followed in Europe, has fince been 
rendered more fimple, and brought to greater 
perfecftion, by our manufadtures. The painted 
cottons, which are likewife bought there, we have 
not yet attempted to imitate. Thofe who ima- 

I a gine 
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• ^ji^ ^ &^^ wc have been prevented from undertaking 
this branch of induftry, merely by the high price 
of labour among us, are miftaken. Nature has 
not given us the materials ncccffary for the com- 
pofition of thofe bright and indelible colours^ 
which conftitute the principal merit of the Indian 
manufactures ; nor h^ fhe furniihed us with the 
waters that are of ufe to work them up pro- 
perly. 

The Indians do not univerfally obferve the fame 
method in painting their cottons ; either becaufc 
there arc fome niceties peculiar to certain pro- 
vinces, or becaufe different foils produce different 
drugs for the fame ufes. 

We (hould tire the patience of our readers, 
were we to trace the flow and painful progrefs. of 
the Indians in the art of painting their cottons. It 
is natural to believe that they have derived it 
from their antiquity, rather than from the fertility 
of their genius. The circumftance that fecms 
to authorize this conjefture is, that they have 
Hopped in their improvements, and have not ad* 
vanced a fingle ftep in the arts for many ages ; 
whereas we have proceeded with amazing rapidity, 
and vieWy with an emulation full of confidence, 
the immenfe fpace that ftill . lies ^between us and 
the goal. Indeed, were we to confider only the 
want of invention in the Indians, we fhould be 
tempted to believe that, from time immemorial, 
they had received the arts they cultivate from 
fome more induftrious nation : but when it is re- 
membered that thefe arts are entirely dependent 

6 on 
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on the materials, gums, colours, and produftions * ^j ? '^ 
of India, 'we cannot but be convinced that they 
are natives of that country. 

It may appear fomcwhat furprifing that cottons 
painted with all colours (hpuld be fold at fo mode- 
rate a price^ that they are almoft as cheap as thofe 
which h^ve only two or three. But it mufl; be 
obferved that: the merchants of the country fell to 
all the companies, a large quantity of cottons at 
a timej and that the deniiand for cottons painted 
with various colours makes but a fmall article in 
their aflbrtmen?s^ ^$ they are not much efteemed 
in Europe. 

Though cottons of all forts be in fome degree 
manufadlured throughout the whole country of 
Indoftan, which extends from Cape Comorin to 
the banks of the Ganges j it is obfervable, that 
the fine fort^ are m^de ii^ the eaftern part, the 
common ones irj the center, and the coarfe ones 
in the moft weftern diftrifts. ^^anufaftures are 
cftablifhed in the European colonies, and upon 
the coaft : they are more frequent at the diftance 
of five or fix leagues from the fea, where cotton is 
more cultivatedj and provifions are cheaper. The 
purchafes made there are carried thirty or forty 
leagues further into the country. The Indian 
merchants fettled in our faftories have always the 
management of this bufinefs. 

The quantity and quality of the goods wanted 
are fettled with thefe people : the price is fixed 
according^ to the patterns ; and, at the time the 
contraft is made, a third or a fourth part of the 
pfioney agreed for is advanced. This arrangement 

I 3 is 
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* ^iP ^ deed is of no force in a court of judicature, unleis 
^ " - V — ^ it be figned by three witncffcs, and bear the day 
of the monchj and the year when it was made, 
with the rate of intercft agreed upon by the par- 
ties. If the borrower fhould fail to fulfil his en- 
gagements, he may be arretted by the lender him- 
felf. He is never imprifoned, becaufe there is no 
fear of his making his efcapr. He would not even 
eat without obtaining leave of his creditor. 

The Indians make a threefold diviflon of in- 
tereft ; one of which is fin, another neither fin 
nor virtue, and a third virtue : this is their mode 
of exprelTion. The intereft that is fin is four per 
cent, a month ; and the intereft that is neither fin 
nor virtue, is twoj the intereft that is virtue, 
one. The laft h, in their opinion, an aft of be- 
neficence that only belongs to the moft heroic 
minds. Yet though the Europeans who are 
forced to borrow meet with this treatment, it i:; 
plain they cannot avail themfelves of the indul- 
gence without involving themfelves in ruin. 

Ths foreign trade of Coromandel is not in the 
hands of the natives. In the weftern part^ indeed, 
there are Mohammedans, know'n by the name of- 
Chalias, who, at Naour and Porto-Nuovo, fend 
out fhips to Achen, Merguy, Siam, and th^ 
eaftern coaft. Befide veflels of copfiderable bur- 

4 

4en employed in thefe voyages, they have fmaller 
embarkations for the coafting trade, for Ceylon, 
and the pearl filhcry. The Indians of Malfuli- 
patan turn their attention another way.' They 
import white callicoes from Bengal, which they 
dye or print^ apd f^U them again at the places 

frotri 
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fram whence they had them, at thirty-^five or forty b o o ic 
per cent, advantage. 

Excepting thefc.tranfedionsj which are of very 
littlr confequence, the whole trade is vefted in the 
Europeans, who have no partners but a few 
fianians and Armenians fettled in their colonies. 
The quantity of callicoes exported from Coro- 
mandel to the different fea*ports in India, may 
he computed at three thoufand five hundred bales. 
Of thefe the French carry eight hundred to Ma- 
labar, Mocha, and the ifle of France i the Eng- 
liih twelve hundred to Bombay, Malabar, Su- 
matra, and the Philippine IQands ; and the Dutch 
fifteen hundred to. their fevcral fcttlements. Ex- 
cept five hundred bales deftined for Manilla, each 
of the value of 2,400 livres *, the others are of 
fp ordinary a kind that they do not exceed 720 
livres f at prime cofl : fo that the whole number 
of three thoufand five hundred bales does not 
apiount to more than 3,360,000 livres J. 

CoAOMANDEL fumifhes Europe with nine thou- 
fand five hundred bales ; eight hundred of which 
are brought by the Danes; two thoufand five 
hundred by the French j three thoufand by the 
Englilh ; and three thoufand twd hundred by the 
Dutch. A confiderable part of thefe callicoes is 
dyed blue, or fltriped with* red and blue for the 
African trade. The others are fine muflins, 
printed callicoes, and handkerchiefs from MafTu- 
lipatan, or Palicate. It is proved by experience, 
that otic with another, each bale, in the nine thou- 
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BOOK fand five hundred^ cofts only 960 Hvrcs*^ confc- 
K^^^ — y quently they ought to bririg in to the manufac- 
tory where they are wrought 8,160,000 livres f. 

The payments are not entirely made in fpecic 
cither in Europe or Afiji 5 we give in exchange 
woollen cloths, iron, lead, copper, coral, and 
fome other articles of lefs value. On the other 
hand, Afia pays with fpices, rice, fugar, corn, and 
dates. All thefe articles taken together, may 
amount to 4,800,000 livres %. From this cal- 
culation it .follows, that Coromandel receives 
6^720,000 livres § in money, 
Poffcflioiit The Englifli, who have acquired the fame fu- 
lifli on the periority upon this coaft that they have elfewnere, 
r^ndcL*^ have formed on it fcveral fettlements. The firft 
that prcfents itfelf, is Devi-cottah. It was Colo- 
nel Lawrence who firft feized upon it in 1749/ 
Some political confiderations determined the king 
' of Tanjorc to give up what had been taken from 
' him, and to add to it a territory of three miles 
in circumference. In 1758, the place paflcd under 
thq dominion of the French, but foon after re- 
turned, without fortifications, under that of it*s 
firft conquerors. They flattered themfelves that» 
they (hould make an important poft of it. It 
was an opinion almoft generally received, that 
the river Colram, which wafties it's walls, might 
be put in a condition to receive large (hips. The 
coaft of Coromandel would not then have been, 
without a harbour j and the nation in poffcffion 
of the only road that could be found there, would 

• 40!. t ^\o,ooo\. 
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have had a powa*fyl advantage, both with re- * 
fpeft to war and commerce, of which it's rival 
nations, would have been deprived. Some un- 
forefeen obftacles muft have rendered this project 
impradicable, fince the pod has been abandonedj 
and farmed out for a rent of forty-five, or fifty 
t;houfaod livres*. 

In 1686, the EngUfh purchafed Cudalore, with 

^ territory extending eight miles along the coaft, 

.and fpur miles into the interior part of the country. 

This acquifition^ which they obtained of an In- 

dian prince for the fum 0/ 742,500 livxesf, was 

confirmed to them by the Moguls, who foon after 

at)^c themfelves mafters of the Carriatic. Con- 

fidering afterwards, that the fortrefs, which thqy 

found ready buil^ was n>qre than, a mile from the 

fea, and chat the reinforcen>eats deigned for it 

might be intercepted ; th^y builx fort St. David 

within cannon-fhot of it, at the moiuth of a river^ 

and on the verge of the Indiw ocean. Since 

that time, three hamlets have been ere^ljed, which^ 

with the town and fortrels, a^e computed to con^ 

tain fixty thoufand fouls. Their eniplpyment is 

dying blue, or painting the <:ottons that. come 

from the inland parts of the cpuntry, and maau«- 

faftunng the fineft dimities 'in the world, to the 

amount of 1,500,000 livres J. The plundering 

of this fettlement by the French, in I758> and the 

djemolifhing of it's fortifications, have done it no 

Jaftfng injury. It's fpirit feems rather increafed^ 

though St. David has not been rebuilt, and Cix^ 
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* ^11^ ^ dalore is only put into a condition of making ^ 
tolerabif refiftance. A revenue of 144,000 livres* 
defrays all the expences of this fettlemcnt. Maf- 
fulipatan affords advantages of another kind. 

This town^ which is iituated at the mouth of 
the Criftinaj ferves as a harbour for the provinces 
that formerly conftituted the kingdom of Gol- 
conda, and for other countries with which it keeps 
up an eafy intercourfe, by the means of excellent 
rpadsi and by the help of a river. It was antient- 
ly the moft aftive, mod populous, and richeft 
market in Indoftan. The great fettlements fuc- 
ceffively formed by the Europeans on the coaft of 
Coromandel, made it lofe much of it*s confe- 
quence. The French imagined that they could 
rcftore it to fome of it's former fplendour, and 
made themfelves mafters of it in 1750. Nine, 
years after, it pafled from their hands into thofe 
jof the Engliifhj who are ftill in poffeflion of it. 

Thiss laft fovcreigns have not fuccceded, nor 
will they ever fucceed, in bringing Maffulipatan 
to the ftate in which it wa9 in very antient times : 
but their efforts have not been entirely throw'n 
away. As the plants which are ufed for dying 
the linens, are more plentiful, ^nd of better qua- 
lity, on this territory than in any other part, fome 
of the manufactures have been revived, and others 
extended. This acquifition, however, will ^^-s 
ways be pf Icfs advantage to the Englifh, from 
the goods they will purchafe there, than from 
thofe which they may fell. From time imme* 
morial, the people from the inlan4 country ufed 

♦ 6o,oool. 
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to come in caravans to provide then\felves with * ^,p ^ 
ialt upon this coaft. At prefent they refort to it 
from a more confiderable diftance^ and in greater 
numbers than ever j and carry back with them; 
^ong with this article pf abfolute neceflityt many 
woollen goods, and leveral other works of Euro- 
pean manufadure. This circulation, which ha$ 
added conQderably to the cuftoms, will neceflarily 
increafe, unlefs it fliould be put a Hop to by any 
of thofe revolutions which fo frequently, and fo 
dreadfully, change the face of this rich part of 
the globe. 

Great Britain alfo poffefles upon this coaft 
the provinces of Caodavir, of Moutafanagar, of 
Elur, of Rajamandry, and Chicacol, which ex- 
tend fix hundred miles along the coafl:, and which 
run from thirty to ninety miles up the country. 
The French, who had obtained the^ceflion of 
them during the ftiort term of their profperity, 
loft them at the period of their imprudences and 
their misfortunes. They became again, though 
for a little time, part of the Soubahfliip of the 
Decan, from which they had been feparated, as 
it were, by force. In 1766, it became neceffary 
to cede them to the Englilh, whofe infatiable am- 
bition was fupported by intrigues artfully con- 
duced, and by formidable forces. The colonies 
which the rival nations had formed in this great 
fpace, were unmolefted : but vizagapatam, and^ 
^the other fadlories of the ruling peopl^, acquired 
frelh aftivity ; and the number of them was in- 
creafcd. The country emerged a little from that 
ftate i)f anarchy, into which it had been plunged 

by 
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• ^i? *■ by « fcricfe of petty tyrants. It yields a re- 
vennc of 9,000,000 of livres*, of which -only 
2,025,000 livrcsf are given to the Indian Prince, 
yrho has been ftripped of it. The exports -from 
hence arc at prefent five times more confidcrablc 
than they were ten years ago. 

The quantity of labour increafes in proportion 
as the Zemindars, ^ho were originally nothing 
niore than farmers, are deprived of the abfolute 
:|Uthority they had ufurped during the commo- 
tions of their country, in proportion as they are 
reduced to an impoflibility of making war againflr 
eachx other j and in proportion as the diftrifts 
fubmitted to their jurifdidion, are freed from 
their oppreflibn. The profperity would be more 
rapid and brilliant, if the Englifli government 
would prcferve an immenfe tradt of land from the 
inundations of the Chriftina and the Guadaverv, 
with which it is overflowed fix rhonths in the 
year; if thefe waters were prudently diftributed- 
for the piUpofe of watering the country % and if 
thefe two ftrcams were united by a navigable 
canal. The antient Indians had an idea of thefe 
labours 5 and perhaps they were begun. At leaft 
they are thought by men of underftanding to be 
very prafticable, and attended with little ex- 
pence. » 

But how vain would be the hopes of fuch. an 
improvement ? We are not afraid of being ac- 
cufedof injuftice, in fufpeding that the Company 
is much more engaged with the thoughts of ac- ' 
quiring Orixa, a province which extends along the 

borders 
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Hborders 6f the fea, from their pojffeflionsr in Gol- b b o k 
conda, to the bahks of the Ganges, which are \__!.^ 
"equally fubjedl to them. 

Before thq year 1736, this country made pant 
of Bengal. At this ^period the Maratm took 
Tpofieffion of it, iand ftill maintain themfeRes in 
:it. * They left tHe-Euf<5pean faftories undifttirbed, 
%vd fdttlefl in «he Inland p^ni. NaagapOur is 
rheir cipieal. ^hfeir mlUtaiV'^ree conflfts of 
forty thotifafJd Jiorfc.* Thm '^e)^ple ^re chiefly 
ttnpfoyed iAfp'fmiinjg cottdfi; 'vrhkh they go and 
ftU upon the tctefti So gfttRi'^'diftrHehibermeflt 
6( the fJch empii*€"they hidve ooiiquercd in this 
*pdrt of the globe, is difpieafiftg to ihe Englifb, 
and their ambition is to unite it to their do- , 
Aiinions. 

. Ho^vEVEH this maybe, the g6od$ bought, or 
fabricated in the fettlemenjs forrntd by this natiott 
tfetweenf Cape Comorin and the Ganges, afe all 
,asblte6ted at Mmlrafs. 

« Tnis toWn Was' built more than a cqfiivry agio 
l>y William Langhdrne, in thecountry of Arcot^ 
aA'd by the fea-fSde. As he placed it in the midft 
Y)f a fandy trfeft, altogether dry, and where there • 

vt^ no water fit' for drirtking, but what was fetch- ^ * 

cd from the diftance of more than a mile, pec^k 
'Weris Curious to know what reafons could have de- 
termined him to make fo bad a choice. Hi$ 
fri4hds. pretended that his view was to draw thi* 
«her all the trade of St* Thomas, which has ac* 
ttiaily been the confequence, while his enemies 
imputed it to a defire of continuing in the neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood of a miftrefs he had in that Portuguefe 
colbny, 

Madras is divided into the White Town and 
the Black Town ; the firft of thefe^ more know*a 
in Europe by the name of Fort St« George^ is in« 
habited only by the Engliih. For a long time it 
|iad only a few for(ificatio'ns, and thofe very bad : 
but fome confiderable works have lately been 
added. The Black Town, which was formerly 
quite open, has been furrounded, fince the year 
1767, with a itrong wall, and a ditch filled with 
water. This precaution, joined to the ruin of 
Fondicherry, has collefted three hundred thou- 
fand men, Jews, Armenians^ Moors, and Indians^ 
on this fpot. 

At the diftance of a mile from this fettlementt 
is Chcpauk, where the court of the Nabob of 
Arcot is fixed, fince 1769. 

The territory of Madras was formerly nothing: 
at prefent, it extends ^fty miles weft, fifty miles 
north, at>d fifty miles fouth. In this large fpace, 
there are confiderable manufadures, which are 
conftancly increafing, and various kinds of culti-. 
vation, which are becoming more flourifliing every 
day. Thefe different branches of induftry keep 
9)ne hundred thoufand perfons employed. 
. These conceflions were the reward of a plan 
which thp Englifti had farmed of beft-owing the 
Carnatic on Mohammed- Ali- Khan, of the battles 
they had fought to maintain him in the poft to 
which they had raifed him, and of the good 
fortune they had to deftroy the power of the 

French, 
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J^rfench^ evejr ready to countcraft their mea- ® ^j^^ ^ 
fures. 

, The fortunate Nabob foon reaped the fruits of 
his. gratitude. His protedors, for .their interefl: 
as well as his, undertook to enlarge the bounds 
of his authority arid of his doihinions. Before 
the Mogul government had degenerated intc^ 
anarcliyj feverai Indian and Moorifh princes ufed 
to fend their tril?utes-to the Carnatic, from whence 
they were to be conveyed to the treafury of the 
empire. Since all the fprings of government 
were relaxedi this double obligation was ho longer 
fulfilled. ' The Englifh confirmed the independ- 
ence of the country, which they confidered as 
their own : but they inlifted, that tHe provinces 
which had been ifubordinate to that part of the 
country, ftiould continue in their former fubjec- 
tion. The weakeft of them complied ; others » 
more pbwerful, ventured to refift j but they wefe 
fubdued. 

,These cii^cumftances combined, have giveii 
Mohammed- Ali-Khan a very extenfive dominion, 
and a revenue of 31,500,000 livres*. He give^ 
up but nine millions f of this to the Englifti, who 
are obliged to defend nis fortrefles and his domi- 
nions; fo that there remain 22,500,000 livresj 
for his perfonal expenices, and the fupport of his 
civil government. 

The Englilh Company had valuable pofleflions 
on the coaft of Coromandcl, eighteen thoufand 
Sipahis well difciplined, and three thoufand five 

• 1,312,500!. t 37hoot>l. t 937»5^^* 
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• ^,T? ^ hundred white troops. They difpofcd at pleafiire 
of all the forces of the Carnatic. The only Eu- 
ropean nation, that c^ould have given them um- 
brage, was fubdued* They fcemcd therefore con- 
firmed in the peaceful enjoyment of fo many 
advantages, When, in 1767, they were attacked 
by Hyder-Ali-Khan, a foldicr of fortune, who, 
after he had learnt the military art from the 
French, had made great conquefts, and beconie 
mafter of Myfore, This daring and aftive ad- 
venturer, at the head of ^ better army than had 
ever been commanded by an Indian general, en- 
tered boldly into the countries which Britifli valour 
was bound to defend. The war became a war of 
(Iratagem, as this artful commander wifhed it to 
be. Experience having taught him to fear the 
attacks of the infantry and artillery employed 
againft him, he declined, as much as poflible, 
any regular aftibn, and contented himfelf with 
hovering about the enemy, harafling them, car- 
rying off their forragers, and intercepting their 
gfovifioi^s, while his cavalry was employed in ra-, 
vaging the country, plundering the provinces, and 
fpreading defolation as far ^s to the gates of Ma- 
dras. , , Thefe calamities made the Englifli de- 
firous of an accommodation, which they obtained, 
after a deftru£tive, and not very honourable war, 
of two years. 

Since that period, the views of the Company 
have been to prevent Hyder-Ali-Khan, the Ma- 
rattas, and the Soubah of the Decan, the three 
chief powers of the peninfula, from making any 
conqueftsj or forming any clofe connexion with 

each 
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tach other. While they fuccced in this political " ° o * 

fyftem, they will prcfervc their fuperiority on the ^m^m^mmM 
coaft of Coromandcl t but they will be obliged 
to increafc their revenue, which, in 1773, did 
not exceed 24,196,680 livres* j or they mull di- 
minifh their expences, which, at the fame period, 
amounted to 26,397,585 livresf* It will oaly 
be after this change has been adcompUQied, that 
they will be in a condition effeftuaily to proteft 
their fettlements at Sumatra. 

Although the road of this very cxtenfive Engii/h 
ifland, had been frequented by the Englifh, ever intbeidand 
firtce their arrival in India, it was not till 1688 ^^^^^^^ 
that the ifland received a colony of thefe people. 
The navigators difpatched to Madras, had orders 
to fix the faftory at Indapoura, the part of the 
country moft abounding in gold ; but chance de^ 
cided the matter otherwife : the winds having 
driven the fliips to Bencoolen, it was thought 
proper to fix there. 

The two nations made their exchanges at firft 
with a great deal of franknefs and confidence : 
but this harmony did not fubfifl: long. The 
agents of the Company foon gave themfelves up to 
that fpirit of rapine and tyranny, which the*Eu- 
ropeans fo univerfally carry into Afia. Clouds of 
dilcontent began to arife between them and the 
natives, which were gradually collefted into a 
ftorm. The animofity was already at it's height, 
when the foundations of a fortrefs were feen rifing 
out of the ground, at the diltance of two leagues 
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BOOK from the city. At this fight, the inhabitants of 
Bencoolen took up arms, and were joined by all 
the country. The magazines were burnt, and the 
Englilh obliged to embark with precipitation* 
Their banilbment was 'not of long continuance^ , 
They were recalled ; and derived from their dif- 
aftcrj the advantage of* being allowed to finifh 
the conftrudion of Fort Marlborough without 
oppofition. 

Their, tranquillity was no more difturbed till 
1759. At "this period, the French took the fort, 
and deftroyed it, together with all the civil and 
military edifices. The booty was very inconfi- 
derablcj becaufc every thing of value had been 
removed in time* Even before the conclufion of 
hoftilities, the Englifli regained poffeffion of this 
place ; but they did not reinftace the works. Fort 
Marlborough then (hook off the dependence it 
had hitherto been under to Madras> and confti- 
tuted a direction of it's own. 

The Chinefe,the Malays, and the flaves brought * 
from the Mozambique^ form the population of 
the Englifh fettlement^ which is defended by four 
hundred Europeans and fpme Sipahis. All the 
trade carried on, there, belongs to the free mer- 
chants, except that of pepper. The Company 
draw from thence annually fifteen hundred tons 
of it, which they get at an exceffive low rate. 
Half of this produce is conveyed to Great Bri- 
tain by a fingle (hip ; the reft is put on board 
two vcflels fent from Europe, and which carry 
it to China, where it is difpofed of to advan- 
tage. In 1773, the revenue of this fadory arofe 

to 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. . 133 

to 4,982,895 livres*, and it's expenc^es were ^ ^^p ^ 
3> 1 65,480 livresf, <^ - ^ ^,^^1 

This colony was not thought fufficiently ufe- ^Uws of 
ful : accordingly, it was to have been abandoned, «Don Ba. 
but not 'till after the fuccefs of a great projedt Thcir"xl"' 
that was meditated. The Englifh had for a long [^halar 
time wifhcd for a pofleflion that might beconie a ^ 

ftaple, where the merchandize and provifions of 
Chin^, and of the Oriental iflands, might be ex- 
changed for the provifions and merchandize of 
Indoftan and' Europe. Their plan was to make 
it the moft confiderable mart in Afia. The iQand 
x>f Balambangan, fituated at the northern point 
of Borneo, appeared to them calculated to anfwer 
their purpofe ; and the king of Solor refigned it 
to them in 1766. The next year, they planted 
their flag there; but it was not till 1772, that 
they formed their fettlement. Some clerks, three 
hundred white or black fold iers, one (hip, and 
two fmaller veflels, were the firft beginnings of an 
edifice, which, in procefs of time, was to be raifed 
to an immcnfe height. Unfortunately, the com- 
manders quarrelled 5 the few troops that had 
cfcaped from fatal difeafes, were too much fcat- 
tered ; and the (hips went to open a trade with 
the neighbouring fl:ates. Under thefe inaufpi- 
cious circumftances, the new faftory was attacked^ 
taken, and deftroyed. 

The Englilh are ftill ignorant, or pretend to 
be fo, from whence this ad of violence, which 
coft them 9,000,000 of livres J, proceeded. Their 
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^ ni^ ^ fufpicions have appeared to fix alternately upon 
Ui^ Y " ^ the Dutch, who are conftantly alarmed for the 
Moluccas; upon the Spaniards, who might be 
apprehenfive for the Philippine iflands ; upon the 
barbarians of the neighbouring latitudes, whofe 
liberty feemcd to be threatened : fometimcs even 
upon a confpiracy of all thefe enemies, who had 
united their rcfentment and their interefts. From 
whatever quarter this une;cpefted ftroke may have 
come, the mifchief is not irremediable. The 
Britifh nation may recover at Queda, on another 
part of the continent of Malacca, or in fome one 
of the numerous iflands fcattered about this ftrait^ 
what they have loft at Balambangan, If obii^cles 
of too powerful a nature ihould once more render 
their attempts ineffedtual, they would find a mul- 
titude of motives of confolation ip Bengal. 
Revoiutiont Benoal is a vaft country of Afia, bounded by 

that have ,,. \ /-Art i* *t n 

happened in the Kingdonu of Aibam and Arracan on theeait|[ 
*"**' by feveral provinces belonging to the Great Mo- 
gul on the weft i by dreadful rocks on the norch^ 
and by the fea on thefouth. It extends on both fides 
in the Ganges, which rifes from difierent fources 
Thibet, and, after feveral windings through Mount 
Caucafijs, penetrates into India, acrofs the moun* 
tains on'it'-s frontier. This river, after having 
formed in it's courfeagreat number of large, fer- 
tile, and well peopled iflands, difchargcs itfelf 
into the fea, by feveral mouths, of which only 
two are kno>*'n and frequented. 

Towards the fource of this river, was formerly 
a city called Palibothra, It's antiquity was fo 
great, that Diodorus Siculus makes no fcruple of 
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nfTuring ua that it Was built by that Hercules, to ^ ^^^^ ^ 
whom the Greeks afcribed all the great and fur- 
prifing adions that had been performed in the 
world. In Pliny's time, it's opulence was cele- 
brated through the whole yniverfe ; and it was 
looked upon as the general mart for the people 
inhabiting both fides of the river that wafhed it'$ 
wallst 

The hiftory of the revolutions that h»re hap-? 
pened in Bengal, is intermixed with fo many 
fables, that it does not deferve our attention. All 
we can difcover, is, that the extent of this tm^ 
pire has been fometimes greater and fometimes 
lefs ; that it has had fortunatii and unfortunate 
periods % and that it has already been formed int^ 
one fingle kingdom, or divided into feveral inde*^ 
pendent ftates. It was under the dominion of 
one matter, when a more powerful tyrant Akbar^ 
grandfather of Aurengzebe, undertook the con* 
queft of it; which was begun in 1590, and com^ 
pleted in 1595* ^ince this^ra, Bengal has al^ 
ways aeknowleged the Mogul for it*s fovereign. 
At firft, the governor to whom the adminiftra- 
tion of it was intruded, held his court at Raja- 
mahul, bur afterwards removed it to Dacca^ 
Ever fince the year 17 18, it has been fixed at 
Muxadavad, a large inland town, two league^ 
diftant from Caflimbuzar. There are feveral Na- 
bobs and Rajahs fubordinaje to this viceroy, who 
is called Soubah. 

This important pofl: was occupied for a long 
time by the fons of the Great Mogul ;■ but they 
fo frequently made an improper ufe of the forces 
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^ and treafure at their difpofal, to raife difturbance^ 
in the empire, that it was thought proper to com- 
mit that province to men who had lefs influence, 
and were more dependent. The new governors, 
indeed, did not give any alarm to the court oi 
bclhi ; but they were far from being punftual in 
remitting the tribute they col left ed, to the royal 
treafury, Thefe abufes gained further ground 
jSifter the expedition of Kouli Khan ^ and matters 
were carried fo far, that the emperor, who was 
unable to pay the Marattas what h« owed them, 
authoriied them, in 1740, to colleft it in Bengal 
themfelves. Thefe banditti, divided into three 
armies, ravaged this fine country for ten yeacs to*- 
gether, and did not leave it till they had extorted 
immenfe fums. 
i^ntient DuRiNG all thefe commotions, defpotic govern- 

inannersof -i i i t j- ' 

the Indians ment, which Unhappily prevails throughout India, 
in thc^Bif-^ kept up it's influence in Bengal ; though a 
fcnpour. fnnall diftrift in the province that had preferved 
* it's independence, ftill continue:^ to maintain it. 
This fortunate fpot, which extends about a hun- 
dred and fixty miles, is called Biflfenppur. It has 
been governed time immenwrial by a Bramin 
family of the tribe of Rajahputs. Here it is that 
the purity and equity of the antient political 
fyftem of the Ipdians is found unadulterated. 
This fmgular kind of government, the mo^ 
beautiful and nioft: interefting monurnent ip the 
world, has hitherto been beholden with top 
much indifi^erence. The only remains we have 
of antient nations, copfift in monuments of 
brafs and marble, which fpeak only to the ima- 
gination^ and to opinion, uncertain interpreters 
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pf manners and cuftoms that no longer cxift. 
Were a philofopher. tranfported to Biffenpour, he 
would immediately be a witnefs of the life led by 
the firft inhabitants of India many thoufand vears 
ago ; he would converfe with them ; he would 
trace the progrefs of this nation, celebrated as it- 
were from it's very infancy ; he would fee the rife 
pf a government, which being founded only pn 
happy prejudices ; on a fimplicity and purity of 
manners, oix the mildn«efs of the people, and the 
integrity of the chiefs, hasfurvived thofe innu- 
merabl.e fyftems of legiflation, which have made 
pnly a tranfitory appearance upon the ftage of the 
world lyjth the generations they were deftined to 
torment, More folid and durable than thofe po- 
litical ftruftures, which, raifed by impofture and 
cnthufiafm, are the fcourges of mankind, and are 
doomed to perifh with the extravagant opinions 
that gave th?m birth, the government of Biflen- 
pour, the offspring of a juft attention to order 
'and the laws of nature, has been eftablilhed and 
niaintained upon unchangeable principles, and has 
undergone no mote alteration than thofe prin- 
ciples themfelves. The fingular fituation of this 
country has preferved to the inhabitants their pri- 
mitive happincfs and the gentlenefs of their cha- 
ijrafter, by fecuring them from the danger of being 
.conquered, or of imbruing their bands in the blood 
pf their fellow-creatures. Natijre has furrounded 
.them with water j and they have only to open the 
fluices of their rivers in order to overflow the 
whole country. The armies fent to fubdue them 
have fo frequently been drowned, that the plan 

of 
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• j,,^ ^ of cnflaving them has been laid afidc ; and tho 
projefl-ors of it have thought proper to contend 
themfelves with an appearance of fubmtflion. 

Liberty and property are facred in Biffenpour* 
Robbery, either public or private, is never heard 
of. As foon as any ftranger enters the territory 
he comes under the protection of the laws, which 
provide for his fecurity. He is furniihed with 
guides at free coft, who conduft him from place 
to place^ and are anfwerable for his perfon and 
cfFe6ls. When he changes his conduftors, the 
new ones deliver to thofe they relieve an atteft- 
ation of their conduft, which is regiftere^ and 
afterwards fent to the Raja. All the time he re» 
mains in the country he is maintained and con*- 
veyed with his merchandife, at the expence of the 
ftate, unlefs he defires leave to ftay longer than 
three days in the fame place. In that cafe he is 
obliged to defray his own expences, unlefs he is 
detained by any illnefs or other unavoidable acci- 
dent. This beneficence to ftrangers is the confe- 
quence of the warmth with which thp citizens 
efpoufc each other's interefts. They are fo far 
from entertaining a thought of doing an injury 
to each other, that whoever finds a purfc, or 
other thing of value^ hangs it vfpon the firft tree hp 
meets with, and informs the neareft guard, who 
give notice of it to the public by beat of drum, 
Thefe maxims of probity are fo generally re- 
ceived, that they dired even the operations 6( go- 
nernment. It receives annually between {tvei\ 
and eight millions *, without injury to agriculture 

* From 291,666 !• 13s. 4d. to 333>333l. 6s. 8d. 

or 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 139 

or trade, and what is not wanted of this fum to * ^ ^ ^ 
fupply the unavoidable expences of the date, is 
laid out in improvements. The Raja is enabled 
to engage in thefe humane employments, as hp 
pays the Moguls only what tribute he thinks pro- 
per, and at the times he chufes. 

Readers, whofe feeling hearts have been tranf- 
ported with joy at this defcription of the fim- 
plicity of the manners, and of the government of 
Bffienpour ! you, who, tired with the vifce^ and 
diforders prevailing in your own country, have 
vndpubtcdly frequently left it in imagination, in 
order to behold the virtue, and Ihare the happi- 
nefs, of this little corner of Bengal, it is with 
regret that I am now going to deftroy, perhaps, 
this moft agreeable illufion, and pour the bitter 
cup <rf melancholy in your hearts i but truth 
compels me. Alas I this BifTenpour, and all that 
I have been faying about it, is, perhaps, nothing 
more than a fable. 

I UNDERSTAND — ^With forfow you cxclaim : 
A fable. What ! is there nothing but. the evil 
that can be faid of man, that is podible to be 
true? His mifery, or his wretchednefs, are they 
the only circumftances that are inconteftible ? 
This being, born as he is for virtue, the principle 
of which he would in vain attempt to ftifle, which 
he never counterafts without remorfe, and which 
he is obliged to refpeft, even when ic diflrefles or 
|iumiliates him: notwithftanding all thefe circum- 
ftances, this being is prone to wickednefs, in 
every part of the globe. He is inceflantly pant- 
ing after happincfe, founded upon the bafis of his 

real 
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^ ni^ ^ ^^^' duties, and yet he is unhappy every where. 
s, ■^y.i-i Every where, he groans under the yoke of mer- 
cilefs rulers : every where, he torments his equals, 
or is tormented by them j every where, he is cor- 
rupted by education, and poifpned from his birth 
by prejudice; every where, he is devoured by 
ambition, agitated with the love of glory, or tor- 
mented with the thirft of gold j while we are the 
fad viflims of thefe fell executioners, who pur- 
fue us to the verge of the grave. Has vice then 
extended itfclf over the whole earth ? Alas 1 let 
innocence be fufFered at leaft to remain in this 
narrow fpot, upon which our attention is fixed ; 
and which our imagination, carrying us over the 
immenfe fpace that is between us, delighted to 
dwell upon. 

Reader, I have experienced the fame anxiety 
that you have. I have been led iijto the fame 
refleftions, when I found myfelf balanced be- 
tween two authorities, almoft of equal weight ; 
the one for, thp other againft, the exiftence of 
Biflenpoiir. We have in oyr favour the teftimony 
of an Englifh traveller, who h^s refjded thirty 
years in ^engal. The teftimony on the other 
fide is alfo that of a traveller of the fame nation, 
who has li^LCwife lived fqr a confiderable time in 
this country, (^onfider the matter, and make your 
own choice. 
Produc. Although the reft of Bengal be far from en- 

nufaaures", joyiog the fame felicity, be it real or fabulous, as 
l^sTni^i BiflTenpour, -it is fleverthelefs the richeft and moft 
populous province in the whole empire. Bcfidc§ 
it's own confumption, which is neceffarily con- 

^ fiderablcj 
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fiderable, it's exports are immenfe. One part of ^ ^ ^ ^ 
it's merchandife is carried into the inland coulitry. 
Thibet takes off a quantity of it's cottons, befides 
fome iron and cloths of European manufafture* 
The inhabitants of thofe mountains fetch them 
from Patna thcmfclves, and give muflc and rhu- 
barb in exchange. 

Musk is a production peculiar to Thibet. It is 
contained in a fmall bag of the fize of a hen's egg, 
which grows in the (hape of a bladder under the 
belly of a fpecies of goat, between the navel and 
the genitals. In it's original ftate it is nothing 
more than putrid blood which coagulates in this 
bag. The largeft bladder yields no more than 
half an ounce of mufk. The fmell of it is na- 
turally fo ftrong, that for common ufe, it is ne- 
ceffary to moderate it by mixing it with milder 
perfumes. The hunters, with a viewof increafing 
their profits, contrived to take away part of the 
mufk from the bladders, and to fill the vacuity 
with the liver and coagulated blood of the animal^ 
mixed together. The government, to put a flop 
to thefe fraudulent mixtures, ordered, that all the 
bladders, before they were fewed up, Ihould be 
examined by infpeftors, who fhould clofe them 
with their own hands, and feal them with the 
royal fignet. This precaution has put a ftop to 
the frauds pradifed to reduce the quality of the 
mufk, but not to thofe which are calculated to 
increafe the weight of it j they contrive to open 
the bags artfully and pour particles of lead into 
them. 

The trade of Thibet is nothing in comparifoa 
of that which. Bengal carries on With Agra, Delhi, 

and 
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• ^ ^ ^ ^nd the provinces adjacent to thofc fuperb capitals^ 
in AiUj fugar, opiumi fi)k^ filk-ftuffs^ an infinite 
quantity of cottons^ and particularly muflins. 
Thefe articles^ taken together^ amounted formerly 
to more than forty millions a year^* So confider- 
isthle a fum was not conveyed to the banks of the 
Ganges s but it was the means of retaining one 
nearly equals which muH: have ifiued from thence 
to pay the duties^ or for other purpofes. Since 
the viceroys of the Mogul have made themfelvea 
nearly independent^ and fend him no revenues 
but fuch as they chufe to allow him, the luxury 
of the court is greatly abated^ and the trade 
we have been Ipe^ing of is no longer fo con^- 
fiderable. 

The maritime trade of Bengal managed by 
the natives of the country^ has not fufiered the 
fame diminution^ nor was it ever fo extenfive^ as 
the other* It may be divided into two branches^ 
of which Catek is in poflefllon of the greater 
part* 

Catsk is a difl^rid of feme extent, a little below 
the moft weftern mouth of the Ganges. Balafore^ 
fituated upon a navigable river, ferves it for a port* 
The navigatioil to the Maldives, which the Englifii 
and French have been obliged to abandon on ac-> 
count of the climate, is carried on entirely from 
this road. Here they load their veflcls with rice, 
coarfe cottons, and fome filk-ftuff^ for thefc 
iflands, and receive cowries in exchange, which 
are ufed for money in Bengal, and are fold to the 
Europeans. ^ 
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The inhabitants of Catek, and fonnc other • ^^^^ ^ 
people of the Lower Ganges> maintain a con* 
fiderable eorrefpondence with the country of 
Aiharn. This kingdom, which is thought to have 
foriTicrly made a part of Bengal, and is only di- 
vided from it by a river that falls into the 
Ganges, dcfervcs to be better know*n, if what is 
aflcrted be true, that gunpowder has been dif- 
covered there, and that the dffcovery was commu- 
nicated from Afliam to Pegu, and from Pegu to 
China. It's gold, filvcr, iron and lead mines 
would have added to it's fame, if they had been 
properly worked. In the midft of thefe riches, 
which were of very little fervice to this kingdom, 
fait was an article of which the inhabitants were 
fo much in want, that they were reduced to the 
expedient of procuring it from a decoftion of 
certain plants* 

In the beginning of the prefent century, fomc 
Bramins of Bengal carried their fuperftitions to 
Afliam, where the people were guided folely by 
the diftates of natural religion. The priefts per- 
fuaded them, that it would be more agreeable to 
Brama if they fubftituted the pure and wholefomc 
fait of the fea to that which they ufed. The fove- 
reign confented to this, on condition that the ex- 
clufive trade (hould be in his hands ; that it ihould 
only be brought by the people of Bengal, and 
that the boats laden with it (hould (top at the 
frontiers of his dominions. Thus have all thefe 
falfe religions been introduced by the influence 
and for the advantage of the priefts who teach, 
and of the kings who admit them. Since this 
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* ^ij? ^ arrangement has taken place, forty veflels %re 
annually fent from the Ganges to Alham, ladeil 
with fait, which yields near two hundred per cent; 
profit. They receive in payment a fmall quantity 
of gold and filveri ivory, mufk, aloes- wood^ gum- 
lac, and a larger quantity of filk; 

This filk^ which is Angular in it's kind, requireal 
no care ', it is found on the trees where the filk- 
worms are produced, nouri/hed, and undergo their 
feveral metamorphofes. The inhabitants have nd 
other trouble but that of colledting it. The ne- 
glefted cods produce a new generation j during 
?he growth of which^ the tree puts forth new 
leaves, which ferve fucceflively for the riourifli- 
ment of the young worms. Thefe revolutions are 
Repeated twelve times in a year, but do not pro- 
duce fo much in the rainy, as in the dry, feafons; 
The ftufFs made of this filk have a great deal of 
lufl:re, but do not laft long. 

Excepting thefe two branches of maritime 
trade, which^ for particular reafons, have been 
confined to the natives of the country, the people 
of Bengal have been deprived of all others by the 
Europeans, and it was impoffible it fhould be 
otherwife. How could a weak, cautious, and 
opprefled people, who failed but flowly along the 
Coafts, and with very fmall Crafty fuccefsfully 
maintain a competition againft thefe ftrangers, of 
an enterprifing charafter, enjoying particular pri- 
vileges even on the Ganges, and iri all other 
parts, and bidding defiance to the tempeftuous 
clement upon their immenfe veflels ? But in i 
country, where in general nothing is to be found 

heceflary 
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ficceflary for the building of fhips, the docks of^ 
Pegu are the only refource which has been 
thought of to fupply this deficiency. 

Peou is fituated in the Gulph of Bengal, be- 
tween the kingdonfis of Arracon and Siam. Re- 
volutions, which are fo common in all the defpotic 
empires of Afia, have been here more frequently 
repeated than in any other. It has alternately 
been the center of a great power, and a province 
to feveral ftates lefs extenfivc than itfelf. It i& at 
prefent dependent upon Av^, where the Arme- 
nians alone buy up every thing that is furniihe4 
by Pegu, in topazes, faphires, amethifts, and 
rubies. 

The only port of Pegu that is open tp ftrangcrs 
is Syriam. The Portugueze were a long time 
matters of it. It then difplayed a degree of fplen- 
dour, which Vanifhed with the profperittes of that 
nation. It was revived, when the Europeans, 
fettled at Bengal, thought of conftrutSing th^re 
the numerous veffcls' v(?hich the extent of th^eir 
maritime connexions required : but it having been 
found that the materials employed there were of 
bad quality, it became neceflary to give up this 
point, and the road fell again into obfcurity. All 
the trade here at prefent is confined to the ex- 
change of a few ordinary linens from the banks of 
the Ganges, or the coaft of Coromandcl, for 
wax, tin, and ivory. 

A STILL more confidcrable branch of com^ 
merce, which the Europeans lat Bengal carry on 
with the reft of India, is that of opium. Opium' 
is the produce of the white poppy of the gardens. 
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^ ^11? ^ ^^^ ^^^ P^^^^ ^^ which yield a milky juice. This 
plant, which pcrilhcs every year, has oblong and 
finuate leaves, of a fea-grcen colour, alternately 
dilpolcd upon a fmooth ftcm, with very few 
branches, and three feet high. Each branch is' 
almoft naked, terminated by a finglc flower, rather 
large, compofed of a calix with two leaves,, four 
white on rofc-colourcd petals, and a great num- 
ber of ftamina, placed under the piftil, which 
thiy furround. The piftil grows into a large 
round feedveflfel, ornamcpted with a r^iated 
crown, and filled with a prodigious number of 
round, white, and oily feeds. When the poppy 
is full of fap, and that the head of it begins to 
fwell, one or more incifions arc made into it, 
from whence diftil fome drops of the. milky li- 
quor contained within, which is Ief( to congeal^ 
and is afterwards gathered. This operation is re- 
peated three times} but the produce gradually 
diminifties in quantity, nor is it of fo good a 
quality. When the opium is gathered, it is 
moiftened and kneaded with water or honey^ till 
it acquires the confiftence, vifcidity, and gloflinefs 
of pitch, when it is well prepared, and is then 
made into fmall cakes. That kind is moft in 
cfteem which is rather foft, and yields to the 
touch, is inflammable, of a blackifh-brown co*- 
lour, and has a ftrong foetid fmell ; on the con- 
trary, that which is dry, friable, burnt, and 
mixed with earth and fand, is to be throw'n away. 
According to the different manner of preparing 
it, and the dofcs in which it is given, it ftupifies, 
excites agreeable ideas, or occafions madnefs. 

5 v^ The 
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The meconium, or common opium, is prt^ * ^ o r 
pared by preffing the poppy heads that have been 
already cut. The 'juice which comes out of 
them, mixed with the leaft beautiful of the other 
drops, is kneaded. with water, and made intQ 
cakes, which are fent to Europe. . As it is often 
adulterated, it is purified before it is ufed. 

The province of Bahar is the country in the 
univerfe where the poppy is mod cultivated. The 
fields are covered with it. Befid^ the opium 
which is carried into the inland parts, there are 
annually fix hundred thoufand pounds weight ex- 
ported. This opium is not purified like that of 
Syria and Perfia, which we fnake ufc of in Eu- 
rope s it is only a pafte that has undergone no 
preparation, and has not a tenth part of the virtue 
of the other. 

An exceflive fondnefs for opium prevails in ali 
the countries to the eaft of India. In vain have 
the laws of China condemned to the flames every 
veflel that imports, and every houfe that re- 
ceives it i the xronfumption is not the lefs confider- 
able. It is dill greater at Malacca, Borneo, the 
Moluccas, Java, Macaffar, Sumatra, and all the 
iflands of this immcnfe Archipelago. Thefc 
ifl^nders fmoke it with their tobacco. Thofe whd 
are defirous of attempting fome defpef-ate aftion* 
intoxicate themfelves with this fmoke. In thi^ 
intoxication they fall upon the firft objeft that 
pr^fents itfelf j upon a man whom they have 
never feen, as well as upon their moft implacable 
enemy. Thefe atrocious a6ls have not convinced 
the Dutch, who are maftcl-s of the places where 

La the 
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* ^jj^ ^ ^^^ opium has the moft dangerous confequences, 
-^ of the ncceflity of putting a ftop to, or even re- 
ftraining the ufp of it. Rather than deprive 
themfelves of the confidcrable profit they derived 
from the fale of it, they have authorifed all the 
citjzeqs to maffacre thofe who, being difordered 
with opium, appear in the'ftrcets armed. Thus 
it is that fonie fyftems of legiflation introduce and 
keep up dangerous paffions and opinions j and 
whenortce thefe have prevailed among the people, 
nothing can be thought of but death or tortures 
to put in end to them. 

The Englifli, who take as great a (hare in thi^ 
odious commerce as they poffibly can, have other 
branches more -peculiar to themfelves. They 
carry rice and fugar to the coaft of Coromandel, 
for which they are paid with metals. They carry 
to Malabar linens, which they exchange for 
fpices ; and to Surat filks, which they barter for 
cotton. They carry rice, gum-lac, and linens, t6 
the Perfian Gulph^ from whence they receive 
dried fruits, rofa-water, and efpecially gold. 
They carry rich and various cargoes tb^the Red 
Sea, which furniflies litle elfe than filver. Thefe 
fevecil connexions with the different parts of 
India, bring in annually to Bengal, from five and 
twenty to thirty millions of livres *. 

Thouqh this trade pafTes through the hands 
of the Europeans, and is cai^ried on under their 
proteftion, it is not entirely on their own ac- 
count. The Moguls, indeed, who are ufually 

• From 1,041,6661. 13s. 4d. to 1,250,000!. 
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confined to the places they hold under the go- ^ 00 k 
vernment, have, feldonn a^ny concern in thefe ex- 
peditions; but the Armenians, who, fince the 
revolutions in Perfia, are fettled upon the banks 
of the Ganges, to which they foroicriy. only made 
voyagts, readily throw their capitals into this 
trade. The Indians employ ftill larger fums in 
it. The impoffibility of enjoying their fortunes 
under an oppreflive government, does not deter 
the natives of this country from labouring incef- 
fantly to increafe them. A3 they would run too 
^reat a rifque by engaging openly in trade, they 
are obliged to have recourfe to clandcftine me- 
thods* As foon as a European arrives^ the Gen- 
tops, who know mankind better than is com- 
monly fuppofed, ftudy his eharafter: and if they 
find him frugal, aftive, and well informed, offer 
to a6t as his brokers and caihiers, and lend or 
procure him money upon bottomry, or at in- 
tereft. This intereft, which is ufually nine per 
cent, at Icaft, is higher, when he is under a necef- 
fity of borrowing of the Cheyks. 

These Cheyks a.re a family of Indians, poffefled 
of great power, who have, from time immemorial, 
lived on the banks of the Ganges. Their riches 
have long ago procured them the management of 
the bank belonging to the court, the farming of 
the public revenue, and the direftion of^tjie 
money, which they coin afrelh every year, in 
order to receive annually the benefit arifing from 
the mint. By uniting fo many advantages, they 
are enabled to lend the governnient forty*, 

_• 1,666,6661.. 13 s. 4d, 
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fixty*, or even a hundred millions f at a time; 
When the government finds it impoflible to re- 
fund the moneys or will not do, it, the Cheyks arc 
allowed tO' indemnify themfelves by oppreffing 
the people. That fo prodigious a capital (hould 
be preferved in the center of tyranny, and in the 
midft of revolutions^ appear^ incredible. It is 
not poftible to conceive how fuch a ftrufture could 
be raifed, much lefs how it could be fupported 
for fo long a time^ To explain this myftcry, ic 
muft be obfervcd, that this family has always 
maintained a fuperior influence at the court of 
Pelhi ; that the Nabobs and Rajahs in Bengal 
are dependent upon it ; that thofe who are about 
the perfon of the Subah have conftantly been it*s 
creatures ; and that the Subah himfelf has beea 
maintained or dethroned by the intrigues of this 
family. , To this we may add, that the different 
branches of it, and the wealth belonging to them^^ 
being difperfed, it has never been poffible to da 
them fo much mifchief, but that they have been 
always left with more refources than were necef? 
fary to enable them to purfue their revenge to the 
utmofl; extreme. Their defpotifm extended itfelf 
even over the Europeans who had fettled fafto- 
ries in this cpuntry ; and who indeed prefentecj 
themfelves to the yoke, by borrowing of thcfe 
rap^ious financiers immenfe fums, at an appa- 
rent intcreft often per cent, but in effeft of more 
than twelve, from the difference there was be-? 
twecn the money they received, and that ^hicl^ 
^hey had to return, 

♦ 2,500,0001, f 4,i^,666L ijs. 4d. 
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The Portuguefe, who landed at Bengal a long ® ^ J^ ^ 
time before the other navigators of Europe, fopm- 
ed a fettlement at Chatigan, a port fituated upon 
the frontier of Arracan, not far from the moft 
eaftern branch of the Ganges. The Dutch^ who, 
withoutincurring the refcntnr^ent of an enemy at 
that time fo formidable, were delirous of Iharing 
in their good fortune, were engaged in fearqhing 
for a port, which, without obftrufting their plan, 
ttould expofe them the leaft to hoftilitics. In 
1603, their attention was direfted to Balafortj 
and all their rivals, rather through imitation than 
in confequence of any well concerted fchemes, 
followed their example. Experience taught thefe 
merchants the propriety of fixing as near as pof- 
fible to the different markets from whence their 
rich cargoes came ; and they failed up that branjch 
of the Ganges, which, after having feparated it- 
fejf from the main river at Mourcha, falls into the 
fca, under the name of the river Hughly. The 
government of the country permitted them t<y 
ere£l warehoufes wherever there was plenty of 
manufaftures j and it even very imprudently al- 
lowed the liberty of ereding fortifications upon 
the banks of the river. 

On going up the river, we firft meet with the 
Englifti fettlement at Calcutta, where the air is 
tinwholefome, and the anchorage unfafe. jNoi- 
withftanding thefe inconveniences, this town, to 
which liberty and fecurity had fucceflively at- 
trafted many rich Armenian, Moorifh, and Indian 
merchants, has increafcd it's population in latter 
fimcs to fix hundred thoufand fouls. On the 

h 4 l^d 
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' ^1^ ^ land, fide, it would be entirely open to the enemy, 
if there were any there, or if they were to be 
feared : bqt Fort Williams, which is only at the 
diftance of half a mile, would defend it againft 
any forces fent from Europe to attack or bombar4 
it. It is a regular oftagon, with eight baflions, 
feveral counter- guards, and fome half-moons, 
without either a glacis or covered-way. The 
ditch of this place, which has coft more than 
twenty millions*, may be about one hundred ao4 
fixty feet wide, and eighteen feet deep. 

Six leagues higher is fituated Frederic Nagore, 
founded by the Danes in 1756, in order to fup- 
ply the place of an antient fettlement, where they 
had not been able to maintain their ground. This 
new eftablifhment has not yet acquired any im* 
portance, and there is all the reafon imaginable 
to believe, that it will never become confiderable^ 

Chandernagore, which lies two leagues and 
an half higher, belongs to the French, It has the 
difadvantage of being fomewhat expofcd on the 
weftern fide i but it's harbour is excellent, and 
the air is as pure as it can be on the banks of the 
Ganges. Whenever any building is undertaken 
that requires ftrength, it muft here, as well as in 
all other parts of Bengal, be built upon piles j it 
being impofliblc to dig to three or fotir feet deep 
without coming at water. We find upon this 
diftrid, which is hardly a league in circumference, 
fome few manufacturers, whom perfecution has 
driven here, as into the other European faftories. 

* *33»333^« 6»' W' 
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; At the diftance of a mile from Chandern^- ® ^^^ *^ 
gore> is Chinfura, better know'n by the name of 
Hugley, being fituated near the fuburbs of that 
antiently renowned city. The Dutch have no 
' other pofleflions 'there, but merely their fort 5 the 
territory round it, depending on the government 
of the country, which hath frequently made it 
feel it's power by it's extortions. Another incon- 
venience attending this fettlement is a fand-bank 
that prevents Ihips from coming up to it ; they 
proceed no further than Tulta, which is twenty 
miles below Calcutta, and this of courfe occa- 
fions an additional expence to the government. 

The Portuguefe had formerly made Bandel, 
which is eighty leagues from the mouth of the 
Ganges, and a quarter of a league above Hughley, 
the principal feat of their commerce. Their flag 
is ftill difplayed, and there are a few unhappy 
wretches remaining there, who have forgotten 
their country, after having been forgotten by it. 

Except in the months of Ocbober, November, 
and December^ when the frequent and almoft con- 
tinued hurricanes render the Gulph of Bengal im- 
practicable, European ihips may enter the Ganges 
during the remainder of the year. Thofe that 
defign to go up the river, previoufly touch at Point 
Palmiras, where they are received by pilots of 
their own nation, who refide at Balafpre. The 
money they convey is put on board fome floops, 
called bots, of between fixty and a hundred tons 
burthen, which always precede tne (hips. The 
paflage into the river Hughley lies through a nar- 
row 
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» o o K row ftrait between two fand-banks. The (hips 
ufcd formerly to come to an anehor at Culpy, but 
"time has wor'n off the dread of thofc currents, 
quickfands, and fhoals, that feemcd to choke up 
the navigation of the river, and the (hips have 
been brought up to their refpedive places of def- 
tination. This boldnefs has occafioned many (hip- 
wrecks i but in proportion as more experience has 
been gained, and the fpirit of obfervation has been 
carried further, accidents of that kind have been 
lefs frequent. It is to be hoped that the example 
of admiral Watfon, who failed as high as Chan- 
dernagore in a feventy-gun (hip, will not be for- 
gotten ; as a proper attention to it would 'fave z 
great deal of time, trouble, and expence. 

Beside this great channel, there is another, by 
which goods may be brought from the places 
which furnifti them, to the principal fettlement of 
each Company, For this purpofe, a number of 
fmall fleets are employed, confifting of eighty or a 
hundred veflfcls, and fometimes more. Thcfe are 
manned with black^ or white foldiers, in order to 
check the infatiablc avarice of the Nabobs an4 
Rajas they meet with in their paflage. The goods 
purchafed in the higher parts of the Ganges, at 
Patna and Caflimbuzar, are carried down the river 
Hughley : thofe purchafed near the other branches 
of the Ganges, which are all navigable in the in- 
terior parts of the country, and communicate 
with each other, efpecially towards the lower di- 
vifion of that river, are conveyed into the Hughley 
\)y RangafouJa and Baratola, about fifteen oi 

twenty 
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twenty leagues from the fea. From thence tjiey ^ 
are carried up the ftream to the principal fettle- 
ment belonging to each nation, 

Thb exports from Bengal to Europe confift of 
mufk, gum-lac, nicaragua-wood^ pepper, cowries, 
and fome pther articles of iefs importance brought 
thither from other places, Thofe that are the 
immediate produce of the country are borax, fait- 
petre, filk, filk-ftuffs, muflins, and feveral diffe- 
rent forts of cottons. ^ 

Th6 borax, which is found in the province of 
Patna, is a faline fubftancc, which ?he chymifts 
in Europe have in vain attempted to counterfeit. 
Some of them confider it as an alkaline fait, which 
is found completely formed in the rich country of 
Jndoftan i others will have it to be the produce 
of volcanoes, or fubterraneous fires. 

Be this as it may, the borax is of great ufc in 
the working of jnetals by facilitating their fufion 
and purification. This fubftance being quickly 
vitrified by the aftion of fire, attracts the hetero- 
geneous particles that are intermixed with thefc 
metals, and reduces them to drofs. The borax 
is likewifc abfolutely neceflary in the eflaying of 
ores, and the foldering of metals. The Dutch 
alone have the fecret of refining it, which is faid 
to have been communicated to them by fome Ve- 
netian famili-es that came to feek that liberty in 
the United Provinces which they did not enjoy 
under the tyranny pf their owa ariftocratical go- 
vernment. 

Saltpetre is likewifc the produce of Patna, 
It is extracted from a clay, which is either black, 
Whitiih^ qr red, The manner of refining it is by 

digging 
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digging a large pit, in which the nitrous earth is 
depofited, and diluted with a quantity of water, 
which is kept ftirred till it connes to a confiftency, 
The water having draw'n out all the falts, and the 
grofler parts fubfiding at the bottom, the mor^ 
fluid particles are taken out and put into another 
pit not fo large as the former. This fubftance 
having undergone a fcCond purification, the clear 
water that fwims on the top, and is totally ina- 
pregnated with nitre, is taken off, and boiled in 
caldrons ; it is (kimnned while it is boiling, and, 
in a few hours, a nitrous fait is obtained infinitely 
fuperior to any that is found elfewhere. The 
Europeans export about ten millions of pounds 
for the ufe of their fettlements in Afia, or for 
home confumption in their refpeftive countries^ 
It is bought upon the fpot for three fols a pound*, 
at the mod, and is fold again ^o us for ten f , at 
the leaft. 

Cassimbuzar, which i^ grown rich by the ruii\ 
of Malda'and Rajamahal, is the general market 
for Bengal filk, the greateft part of which is fup- 
plied from that territory. The fi}k-wprms ^re 
brought up and fed there in thp fame manner as 
in other places; burthe heat of the climate hatchesi 
them, and brings them to perfection at all times 
of the year, A great many ftufFs, made entirely 
of filk, or of filk and cotton mixed, are manu- 
factured here. The firft of thefe are moftly con- 
fumed at Delhi, or in our northern regions, the 
reft in feveral countries of Afia. With regard to 
the unwrought filk, the quantity confumed in 

* id, i f 5d. 

the 



m THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 157 

the European manufafture may be be eftimat- ^ ^ p ^ 
ed at three or four hundred pounds weight : but 
for a few years paft, the Englifti carry away 
great quantities of it for th^ir own ufe, and that 
of other nations ; it is in general a very com- 
mon fort, ill twitted, and takes no glofs in dying. 
It is of^ little ufe excej)t for the woof in brocades. 

CoTTon is brought to much greater perfection; 
it is fit for every thing, and is ufefully employed 
in a variety of different rpanufadlures, which are 
confumed over the whole globe. That for which 
there is the moft univerfal demand, and which 
more particularly comes from Bengal, is plain, 
ftriped, or worked muflin. Jt is eafily manufaic- 
tured in the rainy feafon, becaufc then the mate- 
rials are more flexible, and don^ot break fo readily. 
The weavers, during the reft of the year, fup- 
ply, as much as poflible, this moifture in the air, 
by veffels full of water, whic^ they take care to 
put under their looms. 

Although the manufaftures in which the cot- 
tons are prepared, are difperfed throughout the 
greateft part of Bengal, Dacca may be confider- 
ed as the general market of them. 'Till of late, 
Delhi and Muxadavad were furnifhed from thence 
with the cottons wanted for their own confump- 
tion. They each of them maintain an agent on 
the fpot to fuperintend the manufafture of them ; 
who has an authority, independent of the magi- 
ftrate, over all the workmen, whofe bufinefs has 
any relation to the objeft of his commiflion. It 
was a misfortune to them to appear too dexterous, 
becaufe they were then forced to ^work only for 

I ' the 
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the government, which paid them ill, and kept 
them in a fort of captivity. When the caprices 
of tyranny were fatisficd, Europeans, other ftran- 
gers, and natives, were allowed to begin their 
purchafes : but ftill they were obliged to employ 
brokers eftablilhed by the miniftry, and as cor- 
rupt as they were. Thefe reftraints and rigours 
put an end to induftry, the child of neceflity, but 
the companion of liberty. 

Thb revolutions which have given new fove* 
reigns to Bengal, ought to have introduced other 
maxims, Neverthelcfs, we do not fee that the 
works that come from thence, are more perfeft 
than they Were before that period. ^ It is polliblc 
that thofe who fabricate them, may not really 
h.ave experienced any change of condition. When 
they ceafed to be the flaves of their Nabobs, they 
fell perhaps under a yoke equally oppreffive. 

All the purchafes made in Bengal by the Eu- 
ropean nations, amounted, a few years ago, to no 
more than 20,000,000 of livres*. One-third of 
this fum was paid ih iron, lead, copper, wool- 
lens, and Dutch fpices : the remainder was dif- 
charged in money. Since the Englifh have made 
themfclves matters of this rich country, it's ex- 
ports have been increafcd, and it*s imports di- 
minilhed, becaufe the conquerors have carried 
away a greater quantity of merchandife, and have 
paid for it out of the revenues they receive from 
the country. There is reafon to believe, that, 
this revolution in the trade of Bengal has not 
arrived at it's crifis, and that fboner or later it 

will 
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will be attended with more important confe- b o o K' 
quences and effedts. v--yl-j 

' To maintain their intercourle with this vaft whatopi- 
CQuntry, and their other Afiatk Tettlenpe^ts, the formeto'f'** 
Englilh Company have fixed upoo St, Helena as ^jtie^jj^'f^ 
a place of rcfteflinient. This ifland, which js only *' st. Hf- 
twenty-eight miles in circumference, is fitiaated 
in the middle of the Atlantic ocean, at the dif- 
tahce of four hundred leagues from the coaft of 
Africa, apd fix hundred from th^ of Amer'^a^ 
It is an irregular mMs of rocks and mountains,^ 
where at every ftep we meet with evident trace? 
of an e^ttinguifhed volcano. It was difcovered ra t 

1602 by the Portuguefe, who paid no attention 
to it. The Dutch afterwards formed a fmall 
fettlement upon the ifland, which they were 
difpofleffed of by the Englifh, who have bcea 
fixed there ever fince the year 1673^ 

Upon this barren and wild foil, a population 
has gradually been formed, of twenty thoufand 
fouls, freemen or (laves. Here, as well as at the 
Cape of Good Hope, the number of female^ 
born exceeds greatly that of males. If it were 
proved, by accurate calculations, that the procefs 
of nature is the fame io all hot countries, this in- 
formation would account for the public manners, 
and the private cuftoms, of the people that dwell 
there. 

None of the fruit trees exported from our 
climates to St. Helena have fucceeded, except 
the peach tree. The vine has not profpered 
there ; and the vegetables* have been conftantly 
devoured by infefts ; while a fmall quantity only 

' of , 
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• ^ij^ ^ ^^ ^^^ corn is prclcrvcd from the attacks of thfi 

^ ^' f mice. The breeding of horned cattle has been 

the only refource -, and it is even only after the 

lofs of a great number^ that the propagation has 

been fuccefsful. 

The climate deftroyed every fpecies of feed that 
was fow'n by the cultivator. The idea was then 
fuggefted of planting fhrubs, which could neither 
be injured by the heat, nor by the drynefs of the 
foil, and under their Ihade^ a frefli and wholefome 
green fod made it's appearance. This grafs, how- 
ever, has never been able to feed more than three 
thoufand oxen at a time; a number infufiicient 
for the wants of the inhabitants, and of the na- 
vigators. This deficiency might perhaps be fup- 
plied, by having recourfe to artificial meadows> 
which intelligent travellers , bdieve to be prafti- 
cable in the prefent ftatc of things. But this 
plan will not be eafily purfued, unlefs the mother 
coimtry fhould make- a facrifice of the beft lands, 
which have been apparently referved for it's fer- 
vice, although in reality they are only kept for 
the advantage or the caprices of it's agents. 

Th£ houfes that furround the harbour, fcatter- 
ed, as it were, by the hand of chance, give the 
" idea rather of a camp than of a town. The for- 
tifications that furround them are inconfiderable ; 
and the garrifon appointed to defend them, con- 
fifts only of five hundred foldiers, all diflatisfied 
with their fituation. The colony has but few re- 
frefhments, and fome oxen to give to the fhips, in 
exchange for the provifions and merchandife they 
faring from Euppe and Afia, Accordingly, fifh 

is 
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is the ordinary food of the blacks there, and ^ ^^j^ ^ 
makes great part of the nourilhment of the white «--y ^ — ^ 
men. ^ 

Such is, according to the ftriifleft truth, the 
(late bf Sti Helena, where the fliips put in on 
their return from India to England, and whe/e, in 
time of war, they find a convoy* The outward 
bound fhips are even repulfed from there by the 
winds arid currents. To avoid the inconveni- 
ences attending fo long a voyage^ made without 
flopping^ feveral of them put in at the Cape of 
Good Hope 5 the rcftj particularly thofe which 
are deftined for the Malabar coaft, take in re*- 
frefhments at the iflands of Comora* 

These iflands, that lie in the Mozambique Thfufethc 
channel, between the coaft of Zanguebar and mak^ofthe 
Madagafcar, are four in number : Comora, the como^a*^. 
principal one, from which this fmall archipelago 
takes it's name, is little know'n. The Portuguefe, 
who difcovercd it in the courfe of their firft px*- 
peditions, brought the name of Europeans^ into 
fuch deteftation by their cruelties, that all who 
have fince ventured to go on fliore there, have 
either been maflacred or .very ill treated. It has 
accordingly been quite forfaken. The iflands of 
Mayota and Mocly, are not more frequented^ on 
account of the difficulty of approachirtg them, 
and the want of a fafe anchorage. The Englifli 
vefltls put in at the ifland of Joanna. 

Here it is that, within the compafs of thirty 
leagues, nature difplays all her riches, with all her 
fimplicity. Hills that are ever green, and vallies 
that are always gay, every where prcfent a, variety 

Vol. 11. M of 
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* ^iiP ^ ^^ delightful lamdfcapes. Thirty thoufand iahar- 
bitants, diftributcd into fevcnty-thrcc villages, 
fhare it's produAions. They fpeak the Arabic 
language^ and their religion is a very corrupt ibrt 
of Mohammedifm ; their moral principles are 
more refined than they ufually are in this part of 
the globe. The habit they hare contrafted of 
living upon milk and vegetables has given them 
5n unconquerable averfion for labour. This lazi- 
ncfs is the caufe of a particular air of confequence^ 
ixfhich confillS) among perfons of diftinAionj in 
fuffering the nails to grow to an immoderate 
length. In order that this negligence may have 
the appearance of beauty, they tinge their nails 
with a yellowiih red, which they extradt from a 
Ihrub. 

These people, born to be indolent, have loft 
that liberty which they, doubtlcfs, came hither to 
enjoy from a neighbouring continrat, of which 
they were the original inhabitants. An Arabiaxi 
trader, not quite a century ago, having killed a 
Portuguefe gentleman at Mozambique, threw hin>- 
felf into a boat, which chance conducted to Joanna. 
This ftranger made fucb good ufe of his fupericwr 
abilities, and the afliftance of a few of his country- 
men, that he acquired an abfolute authority, which 
is ftill maintained by his grandfon. The change 
in the government did not in the leaft diminifh 
- the liberty and fecurity enjoyed by the Englifh, 
* who landed upon the iftand. They continued to 
put their fick on Ihorc without moleftation, where 
the wholefomcnefs of the air, the excellence of 
the fruits, provifions, and water, fbon reflored 
4 them 
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them to health. They were only obliged to give 
a higher price for thfe provifions they wanted, for 
which the foHowing reafons may be afligned t 

The Arabians having been induced to frequent 
ftn iftand governed by an Arab, have brought the 
Indian manufadures into vogues and as the cow-^ 
ries, cocoa-nuts, and other commodities they re- 
ceived in exchange, were not fufficJent to defray ^ 
the cxpence of this article of luxury, the iflanders 
have been obliged to demand money for their 
goats and poultry, which they before exchanged 
for glafs beads, and other trifles of as little value. 
This innovation has not, however, qiade the Eng- 
Klh defert a place of refrelhment, which has nd 
Other inconvenience, than that of being at too 
great a diftance from our latitudes. 

A siMiLAA inconvenience did not prevent the Th«*ngi»fl^ 

,* Company 

Englifh Company from extending their trade very leave the 
confiderably. The intercourfe carried on between twd" Z prf. 
one port of India and another was too confined, tww/*''" 
and of too little confequence, to engage their at- 
tention for any length of time. They were fobn ^ 
fufficiently enlightened to perceive xhat it was not 
for their iritereft to continue this kind of com- ^ 

merce. Their agents undertook it, with the con- 
fcnt of the Company, upon their own account f 
and all the Englifli were invited to fhare it, upon 
condition of entering into a bond for 45,000 : 
livres*, as a fecurity for their good behaviour* 
To facilitate and hafteo the profperity which was 
one 4ay to incrc^fc their own, the Company en- 

• 1,575!% 
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couragcd thefe traders, by taking a fliarc in thcif 
expeditions, and by giving them an intereft in 
their own dects, and frequently even undertak- 
ing to be the carriers of their merchandifc at a 
low freight. This generous behaviour refulting 
from a national fpirit, and fo diametrically oppo- 
fite to the fpirit of monopoly, foon gave aftivity^ 
ftrength, and credit, to the Englifh fettlements. 

Pk:ivate trade has increafed with the profperi- 
ties of the power that fupports it^ and has con- 
I tributed in it's turn to give that power more foli- 
dity. it employs at prefent three confiderable 
capitals, and about two hundred veffels, from fifty 
to two hundred tons burthen, which have all In- 
dian failors on board. The number of them 

< 

would ftill have been increafed, if the Company. 

had not cxafted, in all it's factories, a tax of five 

per cent; oh all articles of free trade, and one of 

eight and a half per cent, on all remittances which 

the aecnts of this traffic wiftied to make to the 

mother country. When their neccflities did not 

compel them to remit part of thefe unreafonable 

demands, thefe particular funds were given up 

to other European merchants, or to Englifh offi- 

cers, who, not being ftri£lly dependent upon the 

Company, doiild traffic for themfelves in the 

voyages they undertook for them* 

Rcftraints If individuals were oppreffed by the mother 

MhTcom- country, that was confined in it*s turn by the 

Tade'rcai' Tegulations of the treafury. The fhips of the 

pitai they Company were always to return into an EngliQi 

uponitjaad port i and thofe which brought prohibited raer- 

exfenfion chandifc, to London* By a Angular regulation, 

'"^'y^'^^'^'^ unworthy 
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vn worthy of a commercial people, ^nd which it 
has always been found neceffary to break through, 
they were allowed to fend into India -no more 
than 6,750,000 livres* in money. They were 
obliged to export, in merchandifc of the country, 
to' ten times the value of whkt they fent in fpecie. 
All the produftions of Afia, that were cojifumcd 
by the nation, were to pay five and twenty per cen^. 
to the public treafury, and fome a great deal more. 
Although the ignorance, or the capa- 
city of the different adniiniftrators j the events 
of peace and war ; the profperity or the misfor- 
tunes of the mother country j the greater or lefs 
demand for Indian manilfaftures in Europe; and 
the degree of competition experienced from other 
nations, may have had confiderable influence on 
the number and utility of the Company's expe- 
ditions : yet it may be faid, that their commerce 
has been more extenfive anid profperous, in pro- 
portion to the increafe of their capital/ At firft, 
it ^onfifted only of 1,620,000 livres f. This 
trifling fund was gradually increafed, by that 
ihare of the profits that was not fubjedt to a di- 
vidend, and by the fums, mpre or Ijefs confider-? 
gble, throw'n in by new proprietors. It had 
arifen tq 8,3,^2,547 livres, ten fols J, when, in 
1676, the direftors thought it better to doyble 
^ it^ than to order an immenfe dividend, whicl\ 
their fuccefs enabled them to make. This capi- 
tal contioued increafing, till the two Companies 
;hat had fo obfl:inately oppofed each other, thre\y; 

f 281,2501. f 67,500!. 1346,772!* i^s. 34 
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' ?ii? ^ *^'*' wealth, their plaM, and their cKpeftaitdtifc^ 
into one commofi ftock. It has (kice t\fttk ^ 
67,500,000 livtcs*. With this capital the pm- 
vifions and merchandife which India fnrnilhes in 
io great abundance, were bought. Theie were 
confumed in Great Britain^ in it's African fac- 
tories, in it's colonies of the New World, and in 
ieveral'parts of Europe. In procefs of tinie tfea 
became otte of the great objefts of this trade. 

This herb was introduced into England by the 
Lords Arlington and CXTory, who imported it 
6x)m Holland in 1666^ and their ladies brought 
it into fafhion among people of their own raqk. 
At that lime it fold in London for near feventy 
livres f a pound, though it coft but three or 
four :|: at Batavia. Notwithflanding the price was 
kept up with very little variation, the taftc foi? 
this liquor gained ground ; it was not, however, 
brought into common ufe till towards the year 
1715, when green tea began to be drunk, whereas 
till then no fort was know*n but the bohea. The 
fondnefs for this Afiatic platit has fince become 
univcrfal. Perhaps^ the phrenzy is not without 
it's inconveniences i but it cannot be denied^ that 
it has contributed more to the fobriety of the 
nation than the fevereft laws, the moft eloquent 
harangues of chriftian orators, or the bed trcatifes 
of morality. 

In 1766 fix millions of pounds bf tea were 
brought from China by the Englifli, four millions 
five hundred thoufand by the Dutch, two millions 

• 2,812,5001. t^L iS8.4d. jFrom 2s. 6d. to js. 4CI. 
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four Tiundred thoufand by the Swedes, tbe Ikme ■ ^..p ^ 
quantity by the Danes, and ' two miUions one 
hundred thoufand by the French. The whole 
of thefe quantities aniounted to Seventeen 4tiHlions 
four hundred thoufand pounds. The preference 
given by moft nations to chocolate, coffee, and 
other liqubrs, joined to a feries of obfervation^ 
carefully purfued for feveral years, and the moft 
exaft calculations that can poUibly be made in 
fuch complicated cafes, inclines us to think ^^hat 
the whole confumption throughout Europe did 
pot exceed, at that period, fiV^e millions four 
hundred thoufand pounds. In this cafe, that of 
|3reat Britain muft have been of twelve millions. 

It is univerfally allowed, that there arc at leaft 
two millions of people in the mother-country, and 
a million in the colonics, which conftantly drink 
tea^ Each individual confumed about four pounds 
in a year \ and each pound, including the taxes, 
was fold, one with another, for fix livres itxi 
fols ♦. According to this calculation, the price 
of this commodity muft have amounted to feventy* 
two millions of livres f \ but this was not exadly 
the cafe j becaufe half phe quantity was fmuggledi 
and therefore cpft the nation much lefs^ 

The war between Qreat-Britain and North 
America, has obliged the Company to diminifh 
it's imports of tea. But this circumftance has 
not afFefteii their trade. The deficiency has been 
fupplied by a greater quantity of filks furniflied 
by China and Bengal, and by the increafe they 

♦ 5s, 5d. t 3>oo«,opol. 
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" ° P ^ have given to the fales they commonly ufed to 
Km^^m^^ i[nake of the productions and manufa<5ture$ of 
Coromandcl and Malabar.. Their chief rcfource, 
however, has been the conqucft of Bengal an 
event rather of a recent date, 
ccnqneft if Shoui-d it be afked. Whether this aftonifliing 
How.a'nd revolucion, which has had fo fenQble an influencej^ 
waimidc." both upon the fate of the inhabitants of this pare 
pf Afia, and upon the trade of the Europeani 
nations in thefe climates, hath been the confe- 
quence and refult of ^ fcrics of political combi- 
nation^ j or whether it be one of thofe events, of 
which prudence has a right to boaft j we (hall 
anfwer in the negative. Chance alone has deter- 
mined it : and the circumftances that have opened 
this field of glory and power tq the Englifli, far 
from promifing them the fuccefs they have had, 
fecmed on the contrary xo tlircaten th^m with the 
moft fatal reverfe of fortune. 

A PERNICIOUS cuftorn had for fome time'pre^ 
vailed in thefe countries. The governors of all 
the ^European fettlements took upon them to 
grant an afylum to fuch of the natives of the 
country as were afraid of opprcflion or punifh- 
ment. As they received very confiderable fums 
in return for their proteftion, they overlooked 
the danger to which the interefts of their princi- 
pals were expofed by this proceeding. One of 
the chief officers of Bengal, who was apprized of 
this refource, took refuge among the Englifh at 
Calcutta to avoid the punifhment due to his trea- 
chery. He was taken under their protedion. 
The fubah, juftly irritated, put himfclf at the 

head 
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head of his army, attacked the place, and ^qojc book 
it. He threw the garrifon into a clofe dungeon, 
where they were fufFocated in the fpace of twelve 
hours. Three and twenty of them only remaine4 
alive. Thefe wretched people offered large fums 
%p the keeper of their prifon, to prevail upon him 
to get their deplorable fituation reprefented to the 
prince. Their cries and lamentations were fufE- 
cient informations to the people, who were touched 
with compaflion; but no one would venture to 
addrefs the defpotic monarch upon the fubjedt. 
The expiring Englifti were told that he was 
\$.SLEEP J and there was not, perhaps, a fingle per- 
fpn in Bengal who thought that the tyrant's flum- 
bers Ihould be interrupted for one moment, even 
to preferve the lives of one hundred and fifty un- 
fortunate men. 

What then is a tyrant ? Or rather, what are a 
people accuftomed to the yoke of, tyranny ? Is it 
refpeft, or fear, that makes them bend under it ? 
Jf it be fear, the tyrant then is more formidable 
than God, to whom mail addrefTcs his prayers, 
or his complaints, at all times of the night, or at 
every hour of the day. If it be refpeft, mankind 
may then be brought even to revere the authors 
of their mifery, a prodigy which fuperftition alone 
could accomplifli. Which is it that aftonifhes us 
mod; the ferocity of the Nabob who fleeps, or 
the meannefs of him who dares not awake 
|iim ? 

Admiral Watfon, who was juft arrived in 
India with his fquadron, and Colonel Clive who 
had fo remarkably diftinguifhed himfelf in the 

war 
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• ^ war of the Carnatic, did not delay to avenge the 
caufc of their country. They colieftedthe Eng- 
lifti who had been difperfcd, and were flying from 
place to place 5 they went up the Ganges in the 
month of Deceniber 1756, retook Calcutta, made 
themfelves matters of feveral other places, and 
gained a complete viftory over the fubah. 

A SUCCESS fo rapid and extenfive becomes in a 
manner inconceivable, when we confider that it 
was only with a body of five hundred men that 
the Englifh were afting againft the whole force 
of Bengal. But if their fuperiority was part!7 
owcn to their better difcipline, and to'other evi- 
dent advantages that the Europeans have in battle 
over the Indian powers; the ambition of caftem 
chiefs, the avarice of their minifters, and the 
nature of a government which has no other fprings 
but thofe of the intereft of the moment, and fear, 
were of ftill more effeftual fervice to thefti ; they 
availed themfelves of the concurrence of thefe 
feveral circumftances in this firft, as well as in 
every fuccecding enterprize. The fubah was de- 
tefted by all his people, as tyrants generally arc; 
the principal officers fold their intereft to the 
Englilhj he was betrayed at the head of his 
army, the greateft part of which refufed to en- 
gage J and he hinnfelf fell into the hands of his 
enemies, who caufed him to be ftrangled in 
prifon. 

They diipofed of the fubahfliip in favour of 
Jaffier-Ally^Khan, the ringleader of' the confpi- 
racy J who ceded to the company fome provinces, 
with a grant of every privilege, exemption, and 

favour,: 
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favour^ CO which they could have any prctcnlten,. ^ ^^^ <' 
But foon growing weary of Hie yoke be had im- 
potbd upon himfelf, he was fecretly contriving 
the meant to free hinrileifxfrbm it. Hrs defigns 
were difcovered^ and he was taken prilbner in the 
center of his own capital. 

Cossim-'AI'^Vi-Khan^ his fon-in-law, was pro* 
claimed in his (lesbd> He had purchafed this 
ufurpation with immenfe fums. But he did not 
enjoy it loftg. Impatient of the yoke, as his pre- 
deceffoc had been, he gave fome tokens of his 
difpoiicion, and rcfufcd to fubmit to the laws the 
Company impofed upon him. The war immediate- 
ly broke out again. The fame Jaffier- Ally-Khan, 
whom the Englilh kept in confinement, was again 
proclaimed fubah of Bengal. They marched 
againft Coffim-AJfy-Khan. His general officers 
were corrupted : he was betrayed and entirely de- 
feated: too happy, that while he loft his do- 
minions, hfc ftill prefcrved the immenfe trcafures 
he had amafled. . 

Notwithstanding this revolution, Coffim- 
AHy did not forego his hopes of vengeance. Fired 
with rcfentment, he went, with all his riches, to 
the nabob of Bcnnares, chief vizir of the Mogul 
empire. This nabob, and all the neighbouring 
princes, united themfclves againft the common 
enemy : but the conteft at prefcnt was not with 
a handful of Europeans from the coaft of Coro- 
mandel; but with all the forces of Bengal, of 
which the Englilh were matters. Elated with 
their fuccefs, they did not wait to be attacked ; 
they marched immediately to txppofe this formi- 
dable 
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dable league ; and they marched with that confv« 
deuce which Clive infpired them with ; a leader, 
whofe name feemed to have becpme the pledge 
of vidory* Clive> however, would not hazard 
^n engagement. Fart of the campaign was fpenc 
in negociations » but at length the treafures which 
the Englilh had already draw'n from Bengal, 
ferved to enfure them new ^onquefts. The. heads 
of the Jndian army were corrupted ; and when the 
nabob of Bennares was defirous of coming to 
action, he was obliged to Qy with his men, with-» 
put ever being able to engage. 

By this viclory, the country of Bennares fell 
into the hands of the Englilh; and it feemed ^s if 
nothing could hinder them from annexing that 
Sovereignty to that of ^engal : but cither from 
il[?ptivcs pf moderation or prudence, they were 
content to levy eight millions.* by contribution ; 
and they offered peac^ to the nabob on conditions 
which would render him incapable of doing theti^ 
any injury : but, fuch as they were, he mod rea-j 
dily agreed to them, that he might regain the 
pofleffion of his dominions. 

In the midft of thefe calamities, Coffim-Ally 
Khan ftiH found m^ans to preferve part of hi^ 
treafures, and retired to the Seiks, a people 
fituated in the neighbourhood of Delhi, from 
whence he made an attempt to procure fome 
allies, and to raife up enemies againil the 
Englifli. 

While thefe things w^re paffing in B^engal, th^ 
Mogul emperor having been driven from Delh^ 
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by the Pattans, who had proclaimed his fon in ^ o o k 
his room, was wandering from one province to 
another in feairch of a place of refuge in his own 
territories, and vainly requefting fodcour from his 
own vaffals. Abandoned by his fubjefts, betray- 
ed by his allies, without fupporti and without ^ri 
^rmy, he was ftruck by the power of the Eng-^ 
li|h, ami implored their protection; they pro- 
mifed to conduft him to Delhi, and reinftate him 
on his throne -, but they jnfifted that he fhould 
previoufly cede to them the abfolute fovereignty 
over Bengal. This ceflion was made by an 
authentic aft, and attended with all the forma- 
lities ufually praftifed throughout the Mogul 
empire. , 

The Englifh, poffefled of this title, which 
was to give a kind of legitimacy to their ufurp- 
ation in the eyes of the people, foon forgot the 
promifes they had made. They gave the Mogul 
to underftand, that particular circumftances 
would not fuffer them to engage in fuch an en- 
terprife j that they muft wait for more favourable 
times; and they affigned him a place of rcfidence, 
and a revenue to fubfift upon. The Mogul em- 
pire . was . then divided between two emperors; 
one*acknowledged in the feveral diftrids of India, 
where the Englilh Company had any eftablifh* 
ments and authority -, the other in the provinces 
bordering on, Delhi, and in thofe paints to which 
the influence of that Company did not extend. 

The Englifhi thus become fovereigns of Ben- 
gal, have thought it incumbent on them to keep 
up Che ftiadow of ancient fprms, in a country, , 
8 where 
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• ^1,? * where tbcy art the greateft, aod^ perimps^ the only 
»i v ' * power^ that i$ likely to be fccure and lafting. 
Tbcy goreraf d the kingdont, and receircd the 
revenues of it^ ufider the name of a fubah» who, 
while be was at ciKur difp<^> and in their pay» 
feemed to give his own orders* It is from him that 
all the public a&s and decrees^ wbieh had really 
been deliberated io the council %£ Caldma^ ap^ 
peared to proceed i fo that the people» notwich** 
(landing their change of nf^aftcrsi have for a con«* 
fiderable time been induced lo believe^ that they 
were ftill under the fame yokCt 

Staanob indignity^ to wifh to exercifr oppi^f* 
fion> without j^^aring ui^uft ^ to be defirous of 
reaping the fruits of one's rapine, and to throw 
the odium of it upon another. Not to Uu(k at 
a£ts of tyranny, and yet to blufli at the name of 
tyrant. How wicked is man, and how much 
more flagitious would he be, if he could be con-* 
vinced that his crimes would remain unkno^'o, 
and that the puniihmeni or ignominy of thom^ 
would fall upon an innocent perfon. 

Th£ conqued of Bengal, the boundaries of 
lifhich have fince that period been extended^ 
as far as that heap of mountains which feparate 
the Thibet and Tartary from Indoftan, without 
making any e0ential alteration in the external foim 
of the £ngli(k Company, has produced a material 
change in the objd^: of it. They are no longer 
a commercial fociety, they are a territorial power 
which make the moft of their revenues, by the 
affiftance of a traffic that formerly was their fole 
exigence, and which, notwithftanding the exten-* 
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fiojn it has received, is no more thjtn an acce&ry book 
in the various combinations of their prefent reai > ^ ^^^- 
grandeur. 

The ^rr^gements intended to give (lability to Meaibret 
a fituation fo profpcrous, are, perhaps, the mojQt Eng*iV» 
wafonable that can be. England has at prefem: [Semfei^ 
in India an eftafcliftment to the amount of nine »«ifi««i«*« 
thoufand ^ht hundred European troops, and 
fifty-four thoufand fipahis, well payed, well armed, 
and well difciplined. Three tlK>ufand of thefc 
Europeans, and twenty-five thoufand fipahis are 
diiperfed along the borders of the Ganges. 

THtt mod: a)nfiderabk body of thefe troops 
lias been ftacioned in Bennares, once the fource 
of Indian icicnce, and ftill the xnoft famous aca^ 
demy of thefe rich countries, where European 
avarice pays no refped: to any thing. This fitua* 
tion has been <hofen, bccaufe it appeared favours- 
able for ftopping the progrefs^ of tbofe warlike 
people who might defcend from the moujntains of 
the north i and in cafe of attack, t|ie maintaining 
of a war in a foreign territory would be lefe 
ruinous than ia the countries of which the com* 
pany fe to receive the revenues. On the fouth^ 
as far as itha^ been found pra(5ticaUe, they have 
occupied all the narrow pafies by which an enter- 
prifing and active enemy might attempt to pene- 
trate into the province. Dacca, which is in the 
centerof.it, has under it's walls a confiderable 
force^ always ready to march wherever it's pre^ 
(e^ce may be iiecefiary. All the nabobs and r^al» 
who are dependent on the fubahfhip of Bengal, 
are difarmed, furrounded, by fpies in order to dif- 

cover 
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cover their confpii'acics,' and by troops, to rendci* 
them inefFcdual. 

In cafe of any unfortunate revolution which 
might oblige the vidiorioiis power to change it's 
fituation, and abandon it's pofts> the Englifh 
have conftrufted a fort near Calcutta called Fort 
William^ which, in times of urgent neccflity, 
would fcrve as a place of refuge for the afmy, 
ihould they be forced to r^reat, and give time 
to wait for the neceflary reinforcements for the re* 
covery of their fuperiority. 

NoTwiTHSTANDilffG the wifc prccautions taken 
by the Englifh, they are not, and cannot be, 
without apprehenfions* The Mogul power may- 
gain ftrength, and wifli to rcfcue onex)f it's fineft 
provinces out of the hands of a foreign opprcflbrv 
They have reafon to fear that the barbarous na- 
tions may be again attrafted by the foftnefs of 
the climate. The princes now at variance may, 
perhaps, put an end to their contefts, and re- 
unite in favour of their common liberty. It is riot 
impofllble but that the Indians, who at prefent 
conftitute the chief force of the viftorious Eng^- 
lifh, may one day turn againft them thofe arms of 
which they have taught them the ufe. Their gran- 
deur, which is but imaginary, may, perhaps, 
moulder away without their being adually driven 
from what they poffefs. It is well know'n that the 
Marattas have always their attention fixed upofi 
this beautiful country, and are conftantly threaten^ 
ing it with invafion. Unlefs the Engjifli are 
fuccefsful enough, either by bribery or intrigue> 
to divert this dangerous ftorm, Bengal will bt the 
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C^bjed of their pillage and rapine, whatever niea- book. 
fares may be taken to oppofe'a light cavalry, the \— ■/« .i 
ailerthefs of which exceeds every thing that can. 
be faid of it. The incurfions of thefe plunderers 
may be repeated 5 and then the Company will 
have lefs tribute to receive, and their expences 
will be increafed. 

Supposing, however, that none of the mif- canEngiana 
fortunes we have ventured to forefee, fhould take rdf thai the 
place, is it likely that the revenues of Bengal^ BengSiwui 
which, in 1773, arofe to 71,004,465 livres*, but continue? 
of which 6i,379,4j7 livres ten fols f have been 
abforbed by plunder, or the neceffary expences, 
fliould always continue the fame ? This is, at 
leaft, a matter of doubt. The Englifli Company 
no longer export any coin, but even carry away 
fome for the ufe of their fadlories. Their agents 
make incredible fortunes, and the private mer- 
chants confiderable ones, which they go to the 
mother-country to enjoy. The other European 
nations find in the treafures of this ruling power 
accommodations, which make it unneceflary to 
introduce new bullion. Muft not all thefe com- 
bined circumftances neceffarily occafion a de- 
ficiency in the finances of thofe countries, a void 
which will, fooner or later, be perceived in the 
making up of the public accounts ? 

That period might indeed beprotrafted, if the 
Englifli, refpedling the rights of humanity, were at 
length to deliver thofe countries from the oppref- 
fion under which they have continued to groan 

• 2,9581519!. 7s. 6d. t 2,557,4761. ira jd. 
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B o o K for fo many ages. Then Calcutta^ far from 
being an objcdt of terror to the Indians, would 
become a tribunal always open to the complaints 
of thofe unhappy fufferers whom tyranny Ihould 
dare to moleft. Property would be holden fo fa- 
cred, that the treafure, which for fo many years 
has been buried, would be taken out of the boweU 
of the earth, to ferve the purpofe of it's defti* 
nation. Agriculture and manufadures would be 
encouraged to fuch a degree, that the exports 
would become from day to day more confiderable } 
and the Company, by following fuch maxims as 
thefe, inftead of being driven to the ncceflity of 
leffening the tributes which they found eftablilh* 
ed, might poffibly find means to bring about an 
augmentation confiftent with the general fatis- 
faftion of the natives. Let it not be faid that 
fuch a plan is chimerical. The Englifli Company 
itfelf has already proved the poffibility of it. 

Most of the European nations thai: have ac- 
quired any territory in India, generally choofe 
for their farmers the natives of the country, from 
whom they €xa6t fuch confiderable fums in ad- 
vance, that in order to pay them, they are obliged 
to borrow at an exorbitant interefl:. The difl:refs 
which thefe greedy farmers voluntarily bring on 
themfelves, obliges them to exaft of the inhabit- 
ants, to whom they let fome parcels of the land 
below their value, fo confiderable a rent, that 
thefe unfortunate perfons quit their villages, 
and abandpn them for ever. The contractor, 
ruined by this incident, which renders him infol- 
vent,' is difmifled to make room for a fucceflbr, 

to 
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who commonly meets with the fame fate ; fo that book 
it very frequently happens, that nothing but » 

the firft fum depofited, or very little more, is ever 
received. 

Different meafures have been purfued in the 
Englifli colonies, on the coaft of Coromandel. It 
was obferved that the villages had been formed by 
feveral families, who, for the moft part, were con-» 
neAed with each other j this has been the reaibn 
why the cuftom of employing farmers has beea 
abolilhed. Every land was taxed at a certain an* 
nual rent, and the head of the family was fe« 
curify for his relations and connexions. This me- 
thod united the colonifts one with another, and 
created in them a difpofition, as well as the power, 
of affording each other a reciprocal fupport. This 
has occafioned the fettlements of that nation to 
rife to the utmoft degree of profperity they were 
capable of attaining; while thofe of her rivals were 
langiiifhing for want of cultivation and manufac^ 
tures, and confequently of population. 

Why mufl a mode of co«du6t, which does {^ 
much honour to reafon and humanity, be confined 
to the fmall territory of Madras ? Can it be true 
that moderation is a virtue that belongs only to 
a ftate of mediocrity ? The Englifli Company, till 
thefe latter times,*had always holdcn a conduft fu- 
perior to that of the other Companies. Their 
agents, their faftors, were ^ell chofen. The thoft 
part of them were young men of good families, 
who were not afraid, when the fervice of their 
country called upon them, t6 crofs thofe immenfc 
fea^ which England confiders as a part of her 

N ^ empire. 



i8o HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

B o o, "c ennpire. The Company had generally taken their 
c>-v' mf commerce in a great point of view^ and had almoft 
always carried it on like an aflbciation of true poli- 
ticians as well as a body of merchants. Upon the 
whole, their planters, merchants, and foldiers had 
preferved more honefty, more regularity, and more 
firmnefs than thofe of the other nations. 
Oppreflioni Who would cvcr havc imagined that this fame 
cxcffdied by Company, by a fudden alteration of condu6):, and 
i^B^ngli* change of fyftem, could poffibly make the people 
of Bengal regret the dcfpotifm of their antient 
mafters ? That fatal revolution has been but too 
fudden and too real. A fettled plan of tyi*anny 
has taken the place of authority occafionally ex- 
erted. The exadions arc become general and 
fixed, the oppreflion continual and ^bfolute. The 
deftruftive arts of monopolies have been im- 
proved, and new ones have been invented. In a 
word, the Company have tainted and corrupted 
the public fources of confidence and happinefs. 

Under the government of the Mogul Em- 
perors, the fubahs, who had the care of the re- 
venues, were, from the nature of the bufinefs> 
obliged to leave the receipt of them to Nabobs, 
Polygars, and Jemidars,who were a fort of fuperior 
fecurity for other Indians, and thefe ftill for others ; 
fo that the produce of the land^ pafled on, and 
was partly funk amidft a multitude of intermediate 
hands, before it came into the coffers of the fubah, 
who, on his part, delivered but a very fmall por- 
tion of it to the emperor. This adminiftration, 
faulty in many refpcfts, had in it one favourable 
circumllance for the people^ that the farmers 

, . never 
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never being change^, the rent of the farnns re- ^ ^^^p ^ 
mained always the fame j becaufe the lead in- 
creafe, as it difturbed the whole chain of advantage 
which every one received in his turn, would in- 
fallibly have occafioned a revolt : a terrible re- 
fource, but the only one left in favour of hunnanity, 
in countries groaning under the oppreffions of dc-r 
ipotic ru)ers. 

It is probable that in the midft of thcfc rcgut- 
Jations there were many a6ls of injuftice and par^- 
tial oppreffions. But, at leaft, as the affcflment 
of the public monies was made at a fixed and mo- 
derate rate, emulation was npt wholly extinguifh- 
ed. The cultivators of the land being fure of 
laying up the produce of their harveft, after pay- 
ing with exaftnefs the rate of their farm^ fecond- 
ed the natural fertility of the foil by their labour; 
the weavers, matters of the price of their works, 
being at liberty to make choice of the buyer who 
bcft fuited them, exerted themfelves in extending 
and improving their manufaftures. Both the one 
and the other, having no anxiety with regard to 
their fubfiftence, yielded with fatisfaftion to the 
moft delightful inclinations of nature, or the pre- 
vailing propenfity of thefe climates -, and beheld, 
in the increafe of their family, one method of aug- 
menting their riches. Such are evidently the 
reafons why induftry, agriculture, and population, 
have been carried to fuch a height in the province 
of Bengal. It Ihould feem that they might ftili 
be carried further under the government of a free 
people, friends to humanity j but the thirft of 
gold, the moft tormenting, the nioft cruel of all 

N 3 paffions. 



tSi fliSTQRT OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

* ?,P ^ paffions, has given rife to a pernicious and dp^ 
flrudive adminiftration. 

The Englifhy become fovereigns of Bengal^ 
not content with receiving the revenues on the 
fame footing as the ancient fubahs> have been 
defirous at once to augment the produce of the 
farms^ and to appropriate to themfelves the bene- 
fit of them. To accomplifli both thefe' objects, 
they arc become the farmers to their own fubah, 
that is, to a flave on whom they have juft con- 
ferred that empty title, the more fecurely to im- 
pofe upon the people. The confequence of this 
new plan has been to pillage the farmers, in order 
to fubftitute in their room the Company's agents. 
They have alfo monopolized tlie fale of fait, to- 
bacco, and betel, articles of immediate neceffity 
in thofe countries, but they have done this under 
the name, and apparently on the account of the 
fubah. They have gone ftill further, and have 
obliged the very fame fubah to eft^blifli in their 
favour an exclufive privilege for the fale of cotton 
brought from any other province, in order to 
raife it to an exorbitant price. They have aug- 
mented the cuftoms, and have at length caufed 
an edid to be publifhed, which forbids every Eu- 
ropean, except the Englifli, from trading in the 
interior parts of Bengal. 

When we reficdt on this cruel prohibition^ it 
feems as if it had been contrived only to deprive 
of every power of mifchief that unfortunate coun- 
try, whofe profperity, for their own intereft, 
ought to be the only objeft of the Englifli Com- 
pany, ^cfidcs, it is eafy to fcalBat the perfonal 

avarice 
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avarice of the members of the council at Calcutta ^ *\ f ^ 
has diftatcd that (hameful law. Their defign 
was to enfure to themfelves the produce of all the 
manufadures, in order to compel the merchants 
of other nations, who chofe to trade from one part 
of India to another, to purchafd thefc articles of 
them at an exorbitant price, or to renounce their 
undertakings. 

But ftill, in the midft of this overbearing con- 
duct, fo contrary to the advantage of their confti- 
tuents, thefe treacherous agfents have attempted 
to difguife themfelves under the made of zeal. 
They have pretended, that as they were under 
the neceffity of exporting to England a quantity 
of merchandife proportioned to the extent of 
her commerce, the competition of private tra- 
ders was prejudicial to the purchafes of the Com- 
pany, 

Under the fame pretence, and in order to ex- 
tend this exclufion to the foreign fettlements 
while they appear to refpeft their rights, they 
have of late years ordered more merchandife than 
Bengal could furnifli. At the fame time the 
weavers have been forbidden to work for other 
nations until the Englifh Company's orders were 
completed. Thus the workmen, not being any 
longer at liberty to choofe among the fcveral 
purchafers, have been forced to deliver the fruits 
of their labour at any price they could get for 
them. 

Let us confider too in what coin thefe work- 
men have been paid. Here reafon is confound- 
ed I and w^ are at a lofs for excufes or pretexts. 

N 4 The 
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• ^,^ ^ The Englilh, conquerors of Bengal, pofieiTor^ 
of the immenfe treafures which the fruitfulncfs of 
the foil, and the induftry of the inhabitants had 
collefted, have dcbafed themfelves fp far as tp 
alter the value of th? fpecie. They h^ye fet the 
example of this meannefs unknow'n to the der 
Ipotic rulers of Alia ; and it is by this difgraceful 
act that they have announced to the natives their 
fovereignty over them. An operation, indeed, 
fo contrary to the principles qf trade and public 
faith, could not fubfift for any length of time. 
The Company themfelves found the pernicious 
efFefts of it, and were refolved to call in all the 
bafe coin, in order to replace it with other 
money, exaflly the fame as that which was always 
current in thofe countries. But let us attend to 
the manner in which fo necciTary an alteration was 
condufted. 

Ti^EY hs^d ftruck in gold rupees to the amount 
of about fifteen millions * nominal value, but 
which reprefented, in fa(?l, but nine millions f i 
for four tenths, or fomething more, was alloy. All 
who were fountl to poflTefs thefe gold rupees of 
falfe alloy, were enjoined to bring them into the 
treafury at Calcutta, where they (hould be rejm- 
burfed for them in filver rupees j but inftead of 
ten rupees and a half of filver, which each gold 
rupee ought to be worth according to it*^ rate, 
they gave them but fix j fo that the amount of 
the alloy became the clear lofs of the creditor. 

An oppreffion fp general muft neceflarily be 
attended with violence y and confequently it has 
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been ncceflary feveral times to have recourfe to ® ^^^^ ^ 
force of arms to carry into execution the orders 
of the council at Culcutta, Thefe forces have 
not been eniployed againft the Indians alone 5 tu- 
mults have alfo broken out, and military prepar 
rations been made on all'fides, even in the midft 
.of peace. The Europeans have been expofed to 
fignal a£ts of hoftllity, ^nd particularly the French, 
who, notwithftanding their being fo reduced, and 
fo weak, have ftill excited the jealoufy of their 
former rivals* 

If to this pifture of public oppreflipms, w^ 
were to add that of private extortions, , we Ihould 
find the agents of the Company, almoft every 
where, exacting their tribute with extreme rigour, 
and raifing contributions with the utmoft cruelty* 
We (hould fee them carrying a kind of inqpifition 
jnto every family, and fitting in judgment upon 
every fortune j robbing indifcriminately the arti- 
fan and the labourer, imputing it often to a man 
jis a crime that he is not fufficiently rich, and 
punifhing him accordingly. We Ihould view 
them felling their favour and their credit, as well 
to opprefs the innocent,, as to fkrecn the guilty. 
yVe (hould find, in confequence of thefe irregu- 
larities, defpair feizing every heart, and an uni-f 
yerfal dcjeftion getting, the better of every mind, 
and uniting to put a flop to the progrefs and 
at^iviry of commerce, agriculture, and popula- 
tion. , ' 

It will be thought, without doubt, after thefe 
details, it was impoflible that Bengal Ihould have 
frefh evils to dread. But, however, as if the, ele- 
ments, 
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■ o o ^ ments, in league with mankind, had intended to 
bring all at once upon the fame people every ca- 
laoiity that by turns lays wafte the univerfe, a 
drought, of which there never had been an inftance 
in thofe climates, came upon them, and prepared 
the way for a moft dreadful famine in a country of 
all the moft fertile. 

In Bengal there arc two harvefts; one in 
April, the other in Oftober. The firft, called 
the little harveft, confifts of the fmaller grain : 
the fecond, ftiled the grand harveft, is fingly of 
rice. The rains, which commence regularly in 
the month of Auguft, and end in the middle of 
Oflobcr, are the occafion of thefe different pro- 
duftions } and it was by a drought, which happen- 
ed in 1769, at the fcafon when the rains are ex- 
pected, that there was a failure in the great hirveft 
of 1769, and the Icfs harveft of 1770. It is true, 
that the rice on the higher grounds did not fufFer 
greatly by this difturbance of the feafons, but 
there was far from a fufficient quantity for th^ 
liouri(hment of all the inhabitants of the country s 
add to which, the Englifti, who were engaged 
before-hand to take proper care of their fubfift- 
ence, as well as of that of the fipahis belonging^ 
to them, did not fail to keep locked up in their 
magazine a part of this harveft, though it was 
already infufficient. 

They have been accufed of having made a very 
bad ufe of that neceflary foreflght, in order to 
carry on the m^oft odious and the moft criminal of 
all monopolies. ^ It may be true that fuch a 
horrid method of acquiring riches may have 
a tempted 
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tempted fome individuals j but that the chief ^ ^^^ ^ 
agents of the Company, that the Council of Cal- ^. yn J 
cutta could have adopted and ordered fuch a 
deftruftive fcheme; that, to^gain a few millions of 
rupees, the Council fhould coolly have devoted to 
deftruftion feveral millions of their fellow-crea* 
tures, and by the mod criiel means 5 this is a 
circumftancc we never can give credit to. We 
even venture to pronounce it impoflible -, becaufe 
fuch wickednefs could never enter at once into 
the minds and hearts of a fet of men, whofe bufi- 
nefs it is to deliberate and a£t for the good of 
others. 

This calamity, however, was foon felt through- 
out the extent of Bengal. Rice, which was com- 
monly fold at one fol * for three J)ounds, incrcafed 
gradually till it came fo high as to be fold at four 
folsf per pound, and it has even rifen to five or 
' fix fols X i neither indeed, was there any to be 
found, except in fuch places where the Euro- 
peans had taken qare to colled it for their own 
ufe. 

The unhappy Indians were every day perilhing 
by thoufands in this famine, without any means 
of help and without any rcfource, not being able 
to procure themfelves the lead nourifliment. 
They were to be feen in their villages, along the 
public ways, in the midft of our European colo«< 
nies, pale, meagre^ fainting, emaciated, con- ' 
fumed by famine -, fome ftretched on the ground 
in expeftation of dying, others fcarce able to 
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• ^ o ^ drag themfelves on to feck for any food, and 
throwing themfelves at the feet of the Euro- 
pedfiSj intreating theai to take them in as their 
flaves. 

To this dcfcription, which makes humanity 
fhudder, let us add other objeds equally Ihock- 
ing ; let imagination enlarge upon them, if pof- 
fible } let us reprefent to ourfclves infants defert- 
cd, fome expiring on the breaft of their mothers j 
every where the dying and the dead mingled to- 
gether J on all fides the groans of forrow, and the 
tears of defpair; and we fhall then have fome 
faint idea of the horrible fpeftacle Bengal prefent- 
cd for the fpace of fix weeks. 

During this whole time the Ganges was cover- 
ed with carcafes -, the fields and highways were 
choaked up with them j infe<5tious vapours filled 
the air, and difeafes multiplied ; and one evil fuc- 
ceeding another, it was likely to happen, that the 
plague might have carried off the remainder of 
the inhabitants of that unfortunate kingdom. |c 
appears, by calculations pretty generally acknow- 
leged, that the famine carried off a fourth partj 
that is to fay, about three millions. 

But it is dill more remarkable, and ferves to 
charafterife the gentlepcfs, or rather the indo- 
lence, as well moral as natural, of the natives, 
that amidft this terrible diftrefs, fuch a multitude 
of human creatures, preffed by the mod urgent 
of all neceflities, remained in an abfolute inac- 
tivity, and made no attempts whatever for their 
felf-prefervation. Ail the Europeans, efpecially 
the Englifh, were pofleffed of magazines. Thefe 

were 
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were even refpefted; as well as private houfes, book 
no revolt, no maffacre, nor the leaft vio- 
lence prevailed. The unhappy Indians, refign- 
ed to defpair, confined then^felves to the requcft 
of fuccour they did not obtain, and peaceably 
waited the relief of death. 

Let us now reprefent to ourfelves any part of 
Europe afflidted by a fimilar calamity. What 
diforder ! what fury ! what atrocious ads ! what 
crimes would enfue ! How fhould we have fecn 
among us Europeans,, fome contending for their 
food with their dagger in hand, fome purfuing, 
fome flying, and, without rcmorfe, maflapriBg 
one another 1 How fhould we have feen men ac 
laftturn their rage on themfelves, tearing and de- 
vouring their own limbs, and, in the blindneft 
of defpair, trampling under fopt all authority, as 
well as every fentimentof nature and reafon ! 

Had it been the fate of the Englifh to have 
had the like events to dread on the part of the 
people of Bengal, perhaps the famine would have 
been lefs general and lefs deftrudive. For fet- 
ting afide, as perhaps we ought, every charge of 
monopoly, no one will undertake td defend them 
againft the reproach of negligence and infenfi- 
bility. And in what crifis have they merited that 
•reproach ? In the very inftant of time when the 
life or death of feveral millions of their fellow- 
creatures was in their power. One would think 
that, infudh an alternative, the very love of human- 
kind, that fentiment innate in all hearts, might 
have infpired them with refources. Might not 
the poor wretches, expiring before the eyes of the 

^ Europeans, 
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* ^ P ^ Europeans, with reafon have cried out, " Is it 
* 

^* then but for our ruin that you are fertile in ex- 

** pedients for your own prefervation ? The im- 

'* menfe treafures which a long fucceflSonof ages 

*^ had accumulated in this country, you have 

** made your own fpoils j you have tranfported 

*• them into your own country ; you have levied 

*^ your conttibutions on us; you have got your 

*' agents to receive them for^you ,• your are maf- 

** ters of our interior commerce; you are the 

fble managers of all our exported merchandife; 

your numerous veffcls laden with the produce 

*^ of our induftry and our foil, pour riches into 

^* your faftories, and into your colonies. All 

*' thefe things you regulate, and you carry on 

" folely for your own advantage. But what have 

** you done for our prefervation? What ftepa 

•* have you taken to remove from us the fcourgc 

** that threatened us ? Deprived of all autho- 

•* rity, dripped of our property, weighed down 

** by the terrible hand of power, we can only life 

** our hands to you to implore your afliftancc. 

'^ Ye have heard our groans j ye have feen famine 

*' making very quick advances upon us; and 

•* then ye attended to your own prefervation, 

*^ Ye have hoarded up the fmall quaritity of pro- 

^^ vifions which efcaped the peftilence ; ye have 

** filled your granaries with them, and diftributed 

** them among your foldiers. But us, the fad 

*^ dupes of your avarice, wretches in every, re- 

** fpeft, as well by your tyranny as by your in- j 

** difi^erence, ye treat us like flaves, while yc 

*' fuppofe we have any riches ; but when it ap- 

y " pears 
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** pears wc are but a fet of beings full of wants, ® ^ p ^ 
** then you no longer regard us even as human 
^* creatures. Of what fervice is it to us that you 
** have the management of our public forces en- 
" tircly in your hands ? Where are the laws and 
*^ the morals of which ye are fo proud ? What 
^' then is that government whofcwifdom you fo 
** much boaft of ? Have ye put a ftop to the pro- 
*^ digious exports made by your private trader^!? 
*^ Have ye changed the deftination of your fliips ? 
*^ Have they traverfed the neighbouring feas in 
^* fearch of the means of fubfiftcnce for us ? 
*^ Have ye i^equefted it of the adjacent coun- 
*« tries ? Ah, why has Providence fuffered you to 
** break the chain which attached us to our ancient 
fovereigns ? Lefs grafping, and more humane 
than ye are, they would have invited plenty 
from all parts of Alia -, they would have open- 
*' ed every communication ; they would have la- 
*^ viflied their treafures, and have thought they 
«^ did but enrich thcmfelves while they prefervcd 
^^ their fubjefts," 

This laft refleftion, at leaft, was calculated 
to make an imprefliori on the Engliflr, fuppofing 
even that every fentiment of humanity was ex- 
tinguiflied in their hearts by the efFcfts of de- 
pravity. The barrenncfs had been announced by 
a drought J and it is not to be doubted, that, if in- 
ftead of having folelya regard to themfelvcs, and 
remaining in an entire negligence of every thing 
elfe, they had from the firfl: taken every precaution 
in their power, they might have accompliflxed 
the prefcrvation of many lives that were loft. 

It 
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B o o K It niuft be allowed, that the corruption to 
which the Englifli gave themfelves up from the 
firft beginning of their power, the oppreiCofi 
which fucceeded it, the abufes every day multi* 
plying, the entire lofs of all principle ; all thefe 
' circiunftances together form a.contraft totally in- 
confiftent with their paft conduft in India, and 
the real conftitution of their government in Eu- 
rope. But this fort of problem in morals will be 
eafiiy folved, upon confidering wkh attention the 
natural effeft of circumftances and events. 

Being now become abfoluce rulers in an em* 
pire where they were but traders, it was very diP* 
ficult for the Engliih not to make a bad ufe of 
their power. At a diftance fronl their country, 
men are no longer reftrained by the fear of blulh- 
ing before their countrymen. In a hot climate 
where the body lofes it's vigour, the mind muft 
lofe fome of it's ftrength. In a country where 
nature and cuflom lead to indulgence, men are 
apt to be feduced. In regions where they come 
for the purpofe of enriching themfelves, they eafiiy 
forget to be juft. 

Perhaps, however, in a fituation fo dangerous^ 
the Engliih would at leaft have preferved fome 
appearance of moderation and virtue, had they 
been checked by the reftraint of the law^ : but 
there were none to direft or to bind them. The 
regulations made by the Company, for the carry- 
ing on of their commerce, were not applicable to 
this new arrangement of affairs ; and the Englifh 
government, confidering the conquefl of Bengal 
but as a help towards increafing numerically the 
6 revenue 
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rtvcnue of Grc^t Britain, gave up to the Company * ^^^^ '^ 
for 9,000,000 of livrcs * per ^nnum the deftiny 
of twelve nriillions of people. > 

These unfortunate yiftims of jnfatiatc cupidity,, 
were opprefled with all the fcourges that tyranny 
could collcft i and the Company which ordered 
or connived at all thefe crimes, was not the lefs 
threatened with total ruin. This would have 

» • • • • • 

been corrjpleted, jf^ in 1773| authority had not 
ftepped in to.fheif affiftan'ce, and enabled them 
to fulfil the rafh engagements they had entere4 
into; but the Parliament ordered that all the 
details of thjs corrupt admipiftration fhould be 
fubmitted to it's infp^flion i that the numerous 
fraudf and violences which had been committed 
fhoijld 6e publicly unmafked j and that the rights 
of a whole people fliould be weighed jn thjp fcalp 
of li|3crty and juftice. 

Yes, auguft legiflators, ye will fulfil our ex- 
pe^atiens 1 Ye will rcftore mankind their rights j 
ye will put a curb on avarice, and break the yoke 
of* tyranny. The immoveable authority of law, 
il^all be fpbftituted in all parts, to an adrpiniftra** 
tion merely arbitrary. *At fight of this authpfity, 
monopoly, that tyrant oyer induftry, will for ever 
difappear. The fetters which private intercftha^ 
rivetted upon commerce, ye wjll ftrikc off in fa- 
vour of general advantage. 

You will not cpnfine yourfelves ta this mo- 
inentary reformation. You will carry your views 
into futurity i you will calculate the influence of 
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** ^.J^ ^ climate, the danger of cirGu^iftances, the CQnt%- 
gion of example ; and^ to prevent thei^ effect 
you will feleft perfons without cpan^xioa?, with- 
out paflions, to viGt thefe dili^nt countries s ifili« 
ing from the bofom of your metrppglis^ they arc 
tp pafs through thefe provinces, in order t^ hear 
con?plaints, reftify abufes, redrefs injuries ; ip a 
word, to maintain and re-unite the ties, of order 
throughout the country. 

By tjie execution of this falutary plaDj^ yot^ 
will, without doubt, have done much to^iifardf thj^. 
happincfs of thefe people ; but not enough for . 
your own hoijour. One prejudice you hay^ ftiU 
to conquer, and that yi£lory is worthy 9f your* 
Iclves. ' Make ypur new fubjefts enjoy the fwe^ts 
of property. Portion out to thenfi the fields oiv 
which they ^ere born : they will learn to culti- 
vate them for themfclves. Attached to you by 
thefe favours* more than ever they were by fear, 
they will pay with joy the tribufc^ you injpofe with 
moderation^ They will inftruft their children to 
adore and admire your government j and fuc^ 
ceflive generations will tranfmit, with Ac\r inhe-^ 
ritance, the fenfinrients of itheir happinefs mixe4: 
with that of their gratitude. 

Then Ihall the friends of mankind applaud 
yourfuccefs J th^y will indulge the hope of feeing 
profperity once more revive in a country embel- 
Ji(hed by nature, and no longer ravaged by 4;?- 
Ipotifm. It will be pleafing to them to think 
that the calamities which affli^ed thofe fertile 
countries are for ever removed from tiiem. They 
will pafdon yi you thpfe ufvirpations, which have 

be£;a 
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J»een Ofhly ftt on foot fo? thfe fafct of defiJoiling * ^^^f * 
tyrants i and they wiM irtvite you t^ nc# con- Sim^'^w^ 
^u^ftsr, >/c^hi?« they fee the ibflucncfc of your fublimt 
conftitiltioil exfthd(lng itfelf ev^cri td the very ex- 
frerrtitici of ^fta, t\> giv!e birtH t(3i libctty, pjfe^ 
jp^rty, atn^ h^appinefs; ' 

Lfit u^ now inquire whether thefe hopes^ fbuiidr Weaftfi^ 
^d yppn Ac High ppinion yhich the JBritifli le^ff- govern, 
toture ftiuft aeccffarily infpire u^; with. Were rea- hy'tle^'^ 
liredi Firft, to prevent an ineyitiblebaqkrifptcyi jj^ffSput 
the efftfts of ^hieh would have been fbread to a ;" *"? ^'^ 
^reat dmaticei the govemrtient permitted c^e ofaii,kin4». 
Cottipany to borrojjr 31^^00,000 livres*, at ao 
jntererf of fdUf per cent. This fum has been fiic- 
fttAvtly jrdmburfcd^ and f he laft p?iynacnt made 
in rfiie nftOjffth of December 1776, 

Thb parli^tT^ent afterwards relea^d the Comr 
pany from the ann^ual trlt^gtd of 9,009,000 of 
Iivresfi which thjey paid to the treafury flncc 
1769. Th«i period for the reueWai of this con- 
tribution was not y^t ftttkd. It Wa^ oijily re- 
fohred, th^ the jMrq^ietors fhoyld not receive f 
dividend of morie than' €ight percent, wirfiout 
fliariftg the ovei^lijS' with the government. 

Tnt Mc xff the proprietorsr alfe etjgagcd the 
attencioi? of governrnwit; The tj-adfc of Indi^ 
^^ ill jiridcWlood, attd cofldtf6fced upon very un- 
certain' priitdplcs;, in the laft ceijtury. The coii- 
i&quence of this was, that^ in fonje rnftances^ 
^hornfKMs^ ptbfkt were made, and in others, con- , 

^tf3L\M Wflfes incurred. The dividends receive4 

1. 
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* 9,,® '^ by the proprietors, were regulated by thefe fluc-r 
tuations. In proccfs of time, thcfc differences 
decreafed, but the dividends were never equal. 
In 1708, they were no more than five per cent, j 
in 1709, they arofe to eight, and in 1710, to 
nine. For eleven years fubfcquent to this, they re- 
mained at ten, and were at eight only from 1721 
to 1731. Frorri tha? period to 1743, they did not; 
exceed fcven per cent. From 1743 to 1756, they 
rofe to eight, but fell to fix from 1756 to 1766. 
In X767, they rofe to iten, and were increafed fOc- 
ceflivelyji by two per cent, more, the following 
years. In 177 1, they were carried as far as twelve 
and a half j but eighteen nioiiths afterwards, the 
parliament reduced them to fix^ till the payment of 
31,500,000 livres* was completed. The Com- 
pany having fulfilled this engagement, raifed their 
dividend to feven ; and after>yards to eight, whea 
^hcy had paid off the half of thpir dcb^:, know'n 
under the narpe of bills of cpntraft, and which 
amounted to 67,500/)Oo livres f . 

Since the origin of the Company, the propri- 
etors, have always chofen annually twenty-four 
perfons from among them, to conduft their af- 
fairsi Although thefe direftors may be chofea 
three times fucceffively, and although thofe who 
are mpft in repute frequently fucceed in obtain- 
ing this advantage, yet they were too much de- 
pendent upon their conftituents to form any cpn- 
nedted plans, or to adopt ^ny reiblute meafures* 
The parliament ordered, that, for the future, every 

♦ 1,312,509!., ' 1 2*812,5001. 

diredor 
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dircftor Ihould riemain for four years, and that ■ ^ o "^ 
the fourth part of the diredion fhoiUd be renewed 
every year. 

Thb Confufion that prevailed in the deli bcra* 
tions, fuggefted the idea of another regulation* 
Hitherto^ the public meetings had been tumul- 
tuous^ becaufe every proprietor of 11,250 livres* 
hid a right to vote. It Was refolved, that, fo^ 
the future, this right fhould only be granted to 
thofe who had double that fum. They were even 
compelled to affirm upon oath, that they were 
really proprietors of this capital, and had been 
fo for a whole year. , * 

It is faid, that government had further views. 
They intended to reduce the number of direc- 
tors to fifteen, to increafe their appointments 
from 22,500 livresf to 45,000 livresj, and to li- 
berate them from the controul of the proprietors. 
If this plan, which was to give fo much influence 
to miniftry, has been really formed, fome un- 
forefeeh circumftances muft ^have prevented it 
from being carried into execution. 

Independent of the changes ordered by par-^ 
liament, the Company itfelf made an arrange- 
ment of evident utility. 

This great aflbciation, from their firfl: origin, 
were ambitious of having a navy. It was anni- 
hilated when they renewed their commerce, in 
the time of the Proteftor. As they were then 
eager to enjoy the benefit of this trade, they 
refolved to make ufe of^ the (hips of private per- 

♦4681.15s. t937l« los. - ti875l. 
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9 ^i? ^ A>nss and the pUn (hey adpp^cd zf, Brft ffom M^ 
ceffity, they pwfcv.cr?ii m ,^i»rw,af^ from m<J?^ 
tives of oeconomy. Merchants ufed u> ftjBighlf 
&^p^ fet thcpv c^ndp^ely ^^(^^ippfsd aift4 ^£i^vial-> 
)f4r toei^y^ to In4ia^ aqd to Wing ba^k from 
l^ci)pCt the nnnibcr qf toas agreed itpoo. Tbp 
iipie thf&y wf le (o lemain at ttie plaice of thi^if 
^maiip^ iiC4» a(#^« fi«(^. Xhc^ wbi^hcqwUt 
flpt be fuppU^ with cargoes, iffvuf iffiiaUy (^ikos 
IfY iJQOie free mercbaot^ who rcadify mgfiged Jt9^ 
kidiqmnify the ownqrs^ Tfhcy i^^irc to b^ diiV 
p^tcfttd the ^rft ia the qnfatog (eafoiir if loffdcr 
that their riggiog might not b« tpor nawh v«rn. 
In orfr* of oeqjlJiqF, tl^? Cowp^wy mM tp ftir- 
IMQv them wit?^ liggM^g fflWi ^tfcehi Q^fW ftoffts > 
but they were paid for tb^f^ ^ a ftip\4ate4 pi^«f ^ 
^f ^y jper ccatr profit* 

The Chips employed ia .this navigat;i<Mw cacriett 
^fim fix to eight hundred tQ<j% The Compapy,. 
at their departure^ only took the rpom jthcy W4nt- 
ed for their irony Icad^ copper, wpoUen ftnff^ 
and Madeira winea* the only mercbs^ndife (;hey 
fcnt to India^ The proprjctora might fill up the 
Femaining fp^ce in^ the (hip wiJEh the provifioa^ 
neceflary for {o long a Voyage^ ^pd mtk all the 
articles which the Compamy they fcrvcd did not 
make obje^ of their trade. At their return, 
f hey had alio the right of difpofing of the fpace of 
thirt^y tpfts, which*, by their cdji^radty they had re- 
icrv^-r They were even authorifed to fill up thi^ 
Ipacc with the fame goods that were received by 
tixt Company^ but upon condition that they 
ihoul^ pay thirty per cent* on the valqe of them. 
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ItJ 1773, this tax was rcducca to tfie half, in ^ %f^^^ 
libpes tltat this favour woiild induce tlic owners <— ^ "^ 
Sh'd tfiiir agents to fulftl their engagements with 
more exaftnefs, and that it would put a ftop to 
frkiiddferit inhports. This new arraqgcnficnt not 
hs^ifig Bad the effeft that was expefted from it, 
ttte CoWipahy at length took the resolution to ap- 
pitiptHiii to their own ufc all the (pace of* thefe 
ftipB. Since this rcfolution, they import the 
iktiit qxidntity of nierchandtfe on a fnialler num- , 
btt of veDels, by Which they make an annual 
fkthig df !2,a^d,c66 livrcs*. In 1777, tK6y ienif 
dut only fofty-five rfiips, con fitting oF thirty- 
ifittt tHtiUfand one hundred and fixty-one tons, 
otifd th« crews of Which amounted to four thou- 
fitrd five hundred men. 

The furgeota of each vcflel, on it's return from 
Ifidiaf, receives, bcfidc his appolntnrichts, a gra- 
tuity of fbilr and twenty livres f for each 
matl he bflngs back to Europe. It has been 
though^ with rcalbri,. that this furgeon, when 
better rewarded, would take more care of tfioie 
that Were intrufted to him, and that the life of a 
nia'rf W^s Worth more than a jgbinea. If the fanicr 
cuftbhi has not been' adopted' clfe where, it is either 
beicaufe they haVc a higher opinion of tlic fur- 
geon, or a lefs' value for man. 

The reformation, introduced in Eifrope in the" 
mfariagisfment of the Company, was wife and ne^ 
ceffary; but it was' chiefly in the Indies' that 
htiitiadity, jufcice, and policy^ were' fubverced. 

O 4 Theft 
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^ ^iP ^ Thcfe dreadful truths did not cfcapc the notice 
of government 5 and we fhall now fee what 
means were fuggefted to them for the re-efta* 
blifhment of order. 

The boldeftor mott ambitious members of the 
adminiftration, advanced^ that the legiflative body 
ought to decide^ that the territorial acquifitions 
made in Afia did not belong to the Company, 
but to the nation, which would imniediately take 
pofleflion of them. This fyftem, «pon whatever 
grounds of rcafoning it might have been fup- 
ported, would certainly have been rejeded. The 
itioft enlightened among the citizens would have 
feen, that this arrrangement would have given 
too much influence to the crown i it would have 
alarmed even thofe venal minds which had hither- 
to been moft partial to regal authority. 

The parliament then thought proper to confine- 
itfelf to the eftablifhment of a fupreme council 
in Bengal, compofed of five members, whofc 
places, when they became vacated, were to be 
filled Up by the Company, but with the a^roba- 
tion of the King. The abfolute direftion of all 
the provinces conquered in that country, was con- 
ferredon this council j whofe jurifdiftion extends 
alfo over all the other parts of India, in which 
the Englifli have pofleffions. Perfons who are in 
power there, cannot make either war or peace, 
or enter into any treaty with the princes of the 
country, without the Confent of this council. It 
is to obey all the orders fent from the direftors, . 
who, in their turn, are obliged to impart to the 
miniftry all the intelligence they receive. Al- 
though 
6 
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though the operations of commerce be not im-. ® ^j^ ^ 
ihediately under the infpcftion of this cpuncil, 
yet it has in reality the decifion of them *, becaufe, 
having the fole difpofal of the public revenues, 
it can grant or refufe advances at pleafure. 

After having placed the banks of the Ganges 
under a more tolerable form of government, it 
became neceffary to attend to the punifhment, 
and even the prevention, of the enormities with 
which this rich part of Afia was more and more 
fullied. It was agreed, that, in all the other 
fettlemcnts, civil and criminal juftice fhould con- 
tinue to be rendered by the principal fervants of 
the Company : but the parliament treated for 
Bengal a tribunal compofed of four magiftrates, 
who were appointed by the crown, and whofe de- 
crees could not be rcvcrfed, except by the King 
in his privy council. Thefe judges, as well as 
the members of the fapreme council, are not al- 
lowed to have any concern in trade. To indem- 
nify them for this prohibition, the incomes af- 
fignedihem have been too confiderable, at leaft 
in the opinion of the prx)prietors, who are obliged 
to pay them, without having either regulated or 
confcnted to them. 

Another very great abufe had been intro- 
duced into India ; and this was the railing of for- 
tifications in all parts without neceflity, fome- 
tijnes even without any apparent utility. It was 
the cupidity of the Company*s agents alone which 
determined thefe conftruftions. They had coft 
upwards of 100,000,000 of livres* in very few 

^ ' •4,166,6661. 13s. 4d. 

years* 
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* ^in ^ ^^^ '^^ dircftbo pM a ftop t6 this dreadful 
evilj bjf wifdly regulating the film xxi im ettipiiiyi^ 
in Aiture in this lore of defence^ 

Thb fpirit of ordior extruded itfi^f to the int-2 
nagemeot of the public revenues^ to the pay of 
the croopS) to the nAiUtafy part of th<^ Mrjj to 
the operackma of coaunerce^ add to the objeAy 
of adminiftratioa. 

Thb Great Mogpul had taken rthfQt in Blif^ 
gal> and a ptnfioa had beeh afitgned to • him of 
6^340,000 livres *» for hia fubfiftence^ He ^a!^ 
replaced upoa the throtit bf th^ Maratta% and 
the £i>gti& were relieved from a kind of tribvtry 
'which thay did not ftibmit (So whhoot itnpati^cej' 
fiace they were no Itoger ht n^ed of this feeble 
iufqpari^ Chaaoe was not ib ^ourabie to tbeiVf^ 
ia tbeif fi:bc$me» of fti^{»ng this Soubbk of hi^ 
Gouatry ^ and yet , they redticeob to 7y68o,6oO' 
litfe^ti ^^^ reveime o£ i2>7'2o>doa lifteBJ?) 
mhkhf by the treaty of tT^i they wevfc obli^d 
t& pay bkn. In i77i> hts faorefibi^ was cveti 
rfftrained t3^ 3^40^000 Uvrea§^ mpoar pIkteifQif 
tbaft he waa ai minor. He oHry expcfb w lf»rt' 
faia rcYeiAie. ftill more ourtailedv bcia^ufei hik aalAif 
is now never made ufe of, which, till tfttf ytfa*^ 
197^,. was: inferred in all a^^ of foverelgnty. 

It was impoffiblcr that all theie rtfottfiatidf)f^ 
flioald not fill up the precipic^^t which prdbmfl^ 
XXftf^ mgleety fa^on^y f^ndi^r, and exthiVkgari'^ 
cies* of all kinds, had digged for the Gonrtpany. 
W^ihalljudge^how'nMGh^^ their fitliatioi\hai'been[' 
iffypfoved. 

«26ojOooL f $z9^QoA Ssje^o^l, §160^000!. 
^ ' On 
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thf Mhe 3*ft of January 1771b -tJ^is iwdj, tW • ^^^^ « 
Hfip^feitt ff^pmkf 0f wbic^ ftftojBiA«4 the wb^ u^in i ^ 
miivcf fe« had aot «i(»fie ^hgn 955»su|Qi74fi l*Hrr»» anla 0/^ 
ten fols*- T*«ir debt«.«mowitc<J to a^o, 847^42 ^^'*"»' 
H?m9> ICO ibid t* ^^ l>alw<::(^ in t^k finr^ur^ 
ihai^se, WHS imlj^ 4^393i90P M^fee X* 

Ok the 31ft of Januaiy 'i77<^ ^ir capiti^ 
Counted cq 056^ 1 9jp67 livFCs, «hi ibi^ ^ $ aii4 
thejir 4cbts to I95>^48,655 Jucres |^ Their trea<^ 
Aire was .confc^uently increaied in xwq yt ars bf 
5 My 6?5 1 ^ li vrest ten fols f • 
'. Tiif Y Jiaii»e fiocc paid off 1^,50^,680 livires **, 
Kbich reauoned due of tfajc loav of 3ivjOQ>ooo 
U^ratt* They haw taken Hp n,a50/)00 
liyrea;^ in bUla of cootradL They hare dif- 
charged fevecal d^bn fonB^rly qonCFafted in li^ 
dia i fib 4j;vat» x)n ^th^ 3.1 ft Ja^ti^y 1 77 $« tihe Com* 
pany ha49 at their free ^d ent^i:e difpoCdy ihc 
ilun of 100,708^112 li3i;res>2 ten foi$^^> excN^ 
£y^ of tbcir (nagaj^ines^ their ibip% thoirfamSh' 
cation$» and cvjery thing which is of uie iu 
iQWUdiniog theii; fewtaj fettlements. 

This profpecity wUl incveafe in proportiOQ aft 
the ixomenfe tei^ico^y ^cq^ired by the £i^li(briQt 
India* fiiaU be bette;ff admimft9x;ed. In 17;73» 
their poffefljons returned ii^^y^x^x^^Vivsj^ teor 
^stUi bxv the expeoK^es. of .coUeding this fq^. 
^orhcd 81,153,65^ Jivtes> ten fcJis^.^. At 
this period then, the net produce amountccj only 

• i^;635,Q3il. Ss. 9cl. f 10,451,9931*. Ss. 9d. 
t iS3,037^l.,tX3s. ^ 10,6*8^52!. 16s. jd. II g,i3[5,35tSi. 9s. ad^ 
ir 2,3^9,8541. 13s. gd. •♦ 479,44S^- ft I#3»«.5<>*1- 
$t 468,7 ol.- S§ 4.^9^S<^4^- »3«* ill! 4»74^%l?«^- .lS'5l^- 
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• ^1^ ^ to 31,660,100 livrcs*. It has gradually in- 
creafcd, bccaufe Ibme of the evils have been at'* 
tacked with fucccfs ; it will increafe ftill more^ 
betaufe there are ft ill manjr left to deftroy. 
. The extenfion that has been given to the trade^ 
will prove another fource of fortune. The falc 
of 1772 amounted to 79,214,872 livrcs, ten 
fols t ; that of 1773, tp 71,992,552 livres, ten 
folsijli that of 1774, to 82,665,405 livres §; 
that of 1775, to 78,627,712 livres, ten foIs|*j 
that of 1776, to 74,40:>,457 livres, ten fols**. 

Let us add to thefe great tranfaftions of the 
Company, the fum of 11,250,000 livres ff, at 
which the merchandife annually brought clan-* 
deftinely from the Indies, is eftimated. Let us 
add 4,500,000 livres J:|: for the diamonds. Let us 
add the funds more or lefs extenfive, but always 
very confiderable, the value of which, theEnglilb 
diftribuced in the diflFercnt faftorics of Afia have 
furniftied to foreign nations. Let us add the riches 
which thefe merchants themfelvcs carry away when 
they have amafled them, to go and enjoy them in 
their own country. Let us obferve at the fame 
rime, that thefe vaft fpeculations, which render 
all the people of Africa, Europe, and America 
tributary to Great Britain, do not take annually 
out of that empire for the Indies* more than 
2,250,000 livres §§, or at the utmoft 31375,000 

• 1,360,8371. IDS. t 3>3O0,6i9l. 13 s. 9d. 

t 2>999»689l. 13s. 4d. § 3,444,3911. 17s. 6d« 

B 3*276* t si; I. 3s. jd. •• 3,100,0191. IS. 3d. 

t 46^,7 so U n 187,500!. 
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livrcs * i and we (hall have an idea of the incimcnfe * ^ p * 
advantages which thefe diftanc colonies procure to <- -^^ .j 
the fortunate pofleflbrs of them. 

In 1780 the charter of the Company will ex- wmthe 

' ' , , * charter of 

J)ire, and every thing feems to promife that it theCom- 
will be renewed. Government, after having fe- ncwed?'*' 
cured to itfelf the major part of the produce of 
thefe conquefts, will deliver up again thefe re- 
gions to the oppreffive yoke of monopoly. 

* " Unfortunate Indians ! endeavour to rccon* 
^' cile yourfelves to your chains. In vain have 
^' your fupplications been carried to the miniftry; 
" to the fenate, and to the people. The? 
" miniftry think only of themfclves ; the fenate? 
*' is raving j and the wife part of the people arcr 
** either filent, or their words are not attended 
^* to. The rapacious and cruel aflbciation of 
merchants that has caufed your misfortunes^ ^ 
not only aggravates them, but looks upon 
*^ them with tranquillity, Privileged robbers I ye 
^/ yho for fo long a time have kept a great part 
■ f of thf globe under the fetters of prohibition, and 
" who have condemned it to eternal poverty,' 
** was not this tyranny fufEcient for you ? Muft 
** you ftill add to the weight of it, by crimes 
^* which render the name of your country cxe- 
" crable ? * 

'" WJiat did I fay, your country! I doubt 
*f whether you have any. But if the voice of 
«f private intereft alone can awaken your atten- 
*f tion, liften to it^. while it exclaims by mc> 

♦ 140,6^5 U 
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^ m^ * '^ *^ y''^ *^ precipitatiflg yourfelves into ruii|, 
♦* Yoor tjranny 19 haCleiting tb k*s end. Aftc^ 
*' the monftrous a^uftf ysd have made of your 
f' authority, whether it be renewed or not it ynll, 
•^ ce^. Do yoru chink tbar the nation, whei) 
** roufcd, as it will be, from it's prcfcntd^iriuna 
^ and intoxication, wril not call upon yoo tc^ 
** anfifer for yptur oppreffions ? Or that ye will 
** pot be ntiade tp ebcpiacje yonr enormities by the 
^* \o(k of your criminal riches, and perhaps by 
^ the c^fion of yoMr corrupted Mood ? Yoi| 
*« deceive yooriHvrsr if yoa think that they will 
** be forgotten. The horhd fpetftack of fo many 
** imnr>ei)fe regioner piiia^d, rav^igod, or reduced 
^ to the moft cruel fervirude, Wdl he diipdayed 
^ before ud agatki* Tiie e»rth now cbyers thtj 
^ carcafcs df tbfee mtilioiis of men, who hav^J 
*« perHhed thtoagh* your fiwilt oi* i^gkft: but 

they will bo taken ^p agam out of the ground ; 

they wiU cry oi4t to Heaven, and to the car thf 
*^ fiir vengeancei anci will obtain it. Time 2(n(t 

circBmAanccs will ot^y ftifpend your puniih* 

nnent; I fee the period approaching when yotf 
**' win be recalibd, and your fouls impreiftd withr 
^ tcrron r behold^ you dragged into thedunr 
*^ gtcms^ that you defcrve. I view you upon your 
^ coming out of them. I fee you brought pal^ 
^* aod trembling before your judges. I hear the 
^ e»ela«nationfr of the people, in fury coHc^^d 
'^ aiboiJt their tribmialtw The idtimidaited orator 
*^ faulters in his^ harai!igiuek Shame and dread 
^* have taken poffeflion of him, and he has givei) 
** up your caufes the confiifcation9f your eftates^ 

^f and 
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¥ ap4 the fi^eijcft of ywf 4wth.«e ptroootHiafA * <^ * 

V My oae^cqa, p«h^ip^ wljt f wite in jkhi ir 

*' fmik of contfiinp^. Yoiuliave petfitsi^tod jswr- 

^ felv;€s, that mi^fl M«ho Qan. fcjvrpw oa^flc^of gpld 

** into the fcale of jufticc will make it fodinear 

^* pleafure. Perhaps even you flatter yourfelves 

** that the nation corrupted^while it prolongs your 

** chartcr^wijl avQw Itfelf guilty ojf the cdones you 

** have connmitted, ai\d an accomplice of thofc 

*^ you may hereafter commit.** 

But this will not be the cafe 5 juftice will 
fooner or later be exercifcd, if it were otherwifc, 
I would addrefs myfelf to the populace i I would 
fay to them : People, whofe clamours have fo 
often caufed your mafters to tremble, what are 
you now Raiting for ? For what occafion do you 
referve your torches, and the ftones that pave 
your ftreets ? Tear them up — but, the upright 
citizens, if there be fome left, will at length be " 
roufed. 'f hey will perceive that the fpirit of 
monopoly is narrow and cruel 5 .that it is infen- 
iible to the public good ^ and that it cannot be 
reftrained by the idea of either prefent or future 
cenfure. They will find that this fpirit fees no- 
thing beyond the prefent moment 1 and that in 
the paroxyfm of it's phrenfy, it has pronounced 
at all times, and among all nations, the following 
decree: 

*' Let my country pcrilh, let the region I 
*^ command perifh likewife i perifh the citizen and 
** the foreigner 5 perifti my aflbciate, provided 
*^ I cab but enrich myfelf with his fpoils. All 

** parts 
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• <>^p K €€ parts of the univcrfc arc alike to me. When t 
^^ have laid wafte^ exhaufted^ and impoverifhed 
^ one country^ I (hall always find another^ to 
^* which I may carry my gold^ and enjoy it in 
*» peace." 
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Voyages^ Settlements^ Wars^ and Ttrade of thi 
French in the Eqft-Indks. 
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HEN I began this wofk, I took an oath boor 



that I would adhere ftridlly to truths and 
hitherto I am able confcientioufly to declare, that 
I have not departed from it. May my hand 
wither, if it (hould happen, that by a predileftioni 
which is but too frequept, I fhould either deceive 
myfelf or others with refpeft to the faults of the 
French nation. I will neither extenuate the good 
nor the evil which our anceftors have done j and 
the Portuguefe, the Dutch, and even the Englifh 
themfelvesi are the people whom I will call upoa 
to atteft my impartiality. Let them read and pro* 
nounce my fentence. If they (hould find that I 
have remitted in favour of the French that fe- 
verity with which I have treated them,. I give 
them leave to clafs me among the number of 
thofe flatterers, who for thefe two thoufand years 
paft, have poifoned the minds of the people, and 
of their fovereignsj let them add my volumes to 
the numerous monuments there are exifting of the 
fame kind of meannefs ; let them fu(pe(5t me of 
having given way to the imprefl^ons of terrors, or 
of having been feduced by the allurement of 
hopes J let them treat me with the utmoft con- 
tempt. - * 

Vol. II. P Th£ 
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SMo HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADIt 

* ^1^ ^ The ancient Gauls^ almoft always at war with 
^^v— ^ each other^ had no other intercourfc but fuch af 

Ancient re* g, . , ^ , ^ 

voiocioof of lavage nations^ whole wants arc always few, can 
inTituu. have with each other. Their connexions abroad 
were ftill more circumfcribed. Some navigators 
from Vannes carried earthen-ware to Great Bri- 
tain, where they bartered it for dogs, flaves, tin, 
and furs. Such of thefe articles as they could 
not difpofc of at home, were conveyed to Mar- 
feilles, and exchanged for wines, ftuffs, and fpices, 
which were brought there by traders from Italy 
or Greece. 

This kind of traffic was not carried on bv all 
the Gauls. It appears from Casfar's account, that 
the inhabitants of Belgia had prohibited the im- 
portation of all foreign commodities, as tending 
to corrupt their morals. They imagined that 
their own foil was fufficiently fruitful to anfwer 
all their wants. The Celtic and Aquitanian 
Gauls were not fo ftrid. To enable them to pay 
for the commodities they might procure from the 
Mediterranean, and for which the demand was 
continually increafing, they had recourfcto a 
kind of labour that had never before occurred to 
them : they coUcfted with great care all the gold 
duft that was brought down with the fand along 
the ftream of feveral of their rivers. 

Although the Romans had neither a turn for 
trade, nor held it in any kind of eftimarion, it 
neceffarily increafed in Gaul, after they had fub- 
dued, and in fome meafure civilized ir. Sea-ports 
were eftablifiied at Aries, Narbonne, Bourdeaux, 
and other places* Magnificent roads were every 

9 wJwarc 
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\vhere made, the ruins of which we ftill behold book 
, with aftohi(hment. Every navigable river had it*s 
corii'pany of merchants, to whom confiderable pri- 
vileges were granted. Thefc were called Nautes^ 
and were the agents and fprings of a general cir- 
culation. 

This rifing fpirit was checked by the inroads 
of the Franks and other barbarous nations ; nor 
was it reftored'to it*s former adlivity, even when 
thefe robbers had eftabliflied themfelves in their 
conquefts. To their favage fury fucceeded an 
unbounded paffion for wealth, to gratify which, 
they had recourfe to every kind of oppreflion. 
Every boat that came to a town was to pay a duty 
for entrance^, another for the falute, a third for 
the bridge, a fourth for approaching the fliore, 
a fifth for anchorage, a fixth for leave to unload, 
and a feventh for ftore-room. Land carriages 
were not more favourably treated, and were ex- 
pofed to the infufFcrable tyranny of cuftom-houfc 
officers, who were difperfed all over the country, 
Thefe cxcefles were carried fo far, that fometimes 
the goods brought to market did not produce 
enough to pay the expences incurred before the 
fale of them. A total difcouragement was the 
neceflary confequcnce of fuch enormities. 

Cloysters foon became the only places where 
induftry prevailed, and manufaftures were carried 
on. The Monks were not then corrupted by 
idlenefs, intrigue, and debauchery. Ufeful la- 
bours filled up the vacancies of an edifying and 
retired life. The moft humble and robuft of them 
fliarcd the toils of agriculture with their vaflals. 

P a JThofc 
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« 

B o o K Thofe to whom nature had imparted lefs ftrength, 
or more underftanding, applied thcmfelves to the 
cultivation of the negleAed and abandoned arts« 
All of them in filcnce and retirement were en- 
gaged in the fcrvicc of their country, the fub- 
ftance of which their fucceflbrs have ineeffantljr 
devoured, while they difturbed it's tranqtiilltty. 

If thefe reclufe perfons had hot had recourfc to 
any of thofe rniquitoiis meafures that have led 
them to the degree of wealth td Which we now 
fee, not without indignation, they have attained ; 
they muft neceflarily have acquired it in prodefs' 
of time, as, it was one of the immediate eS^ds 
of their conftitution. The founders of monafteries 
had not the leaft idea of the confequence, though 
evident enough, of the aufterity they impofed 
upon a monaftic life. They were not aWare of 
the accumulation of riches, the limits of which 
it is impoffible to fix, whenever the annual re- 
venue exceeds the annual expenditure. This 
expenditure being always the fame, and fubjefl: 
to no variation, except that of the circomftancer 
which raife or lower the price of provifions j and 
the overplus of the revenue being continually 
accumulating, muft at length, however trifling 
we may fuppofc it, form a great mafs of wealth. 
The prohibiting ftatutes enafted with refpeft to 
pofleffions in mortmain, may therefore retard, 
but can never put an entire flop to, the progrefs 
of monaftic opulence. Tlie cafe is not the fanic 
with the families of citizens which are not fub- 
fervient to any kind of rule. A prodigal four 
fucceeds to an avaricious father, fo that expences 
6 are 
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are never vpon the ftnfve fop^iiog. The fortua^c is * ^,_p ^ 
either djiffipated, or it is improved. Perfons w.hD 
kave laid dowm rules for religious foeieties, have 
do^e it in the fole view of makiog holy aien \ buit 
their regulations, have tended mojre dircdly and 
more effectually to make rich ones. 

Bagomilt excited the fpirit of his countpym,en 
in the feventh century. Fairs were opened, to 
which the Saxons flocked with tin and lead from 
England i the Jews with jewels and gold or filver 
plate i the Sclavonians with all the raptals of thp 
North J traders from Lombardy, Provence, and 
Sp^in, with the commaditiei of their fefpedlive 
countries, and thofe they received fronrj ^Africa^ 
Egypt, and Syria ; the merchants of every pro^t 
vince in the kingdom, with whatever theif foil 
and their induftry afforded. Unfortunately, thi$ 
profperity was of a fliort duiratipa j ii difappearc^ 
under indolent kin|;«j but revived under Char- 
Jem^ne. 

Tars prince, who n^ight withqut Qattcry bp 
ranked with the greatett men recorded in hiftory^ 
had he not been fometimes influenced by fangui*^ 
nary fchemes of conqueft, and fullied with afts of 
pcrfecution and tyranny^, fcemed to follow the 
foocfteps of thofe firft Romans, whofe relaxations, 
from the fatigues of war, were the labours of 
agriculture. He applied himfelf to the care of 
his va(t domains, with that clofenefs and (kill 
which would hardly be expeded from the moft 
^fliduous man in a private ftation. All the great 
men of the ftate followed his example, and de- 
voted thcmfclves to huihandry, and to thofe arts 

P 3 whicl^ 
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* ^iv ^ which attend, or arc immediately conneded with 
it. From that period the French had many of 
their own productions to barter, and could with 
great cafe make them circulate throughout the 
immenfe empire, which was then fubjed to their 
dominion. 

So fiourifhing a fituation . prefented a frelh 
allurement to the Normans to indulge the incli- 
nation they had for piracy. Thofe barbarians, 
accuftomed to fcekfrom plunder that wealth which 
their foil did not afford, poured forth in multi- 
tudes out of their inhofpi table climate in queft of 
booty. They attacked all the fea-coafts, but more 
efpecially thofe of France, which promifed the 
richcft fpoil, with the greateft avidity. The 
ravages they committed, the cruelties they exer- 
cifed, the flames they kindled for a whole century 
in thofe fertile provinces, cannot be remembered 
without horror. During that fatal period no« 
thing was thought of but how to efcape flavery or 
death. There was no intercourfe between the 
feveral parts of the kingdom, and confequently 
no trade. 

In the mean time the nobles, intruded with the 
adminiftration of the provinces, had infenfibly 
made themfelves matters of them, and had found 
means to make their authority hereditary. They 
had not, indeed, throw'n oflF all dependence on 
the head of the empire ; bur, although they re- 
tained the humble appellation of vaflals, they 
were not much lefs formidable to the ftate than 
the kings in the neighbourhood of it's frontiers. 
They were confirmed in their ufurpations at the 

memorable 
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memorable apra when the fc^ptrc was removed from ^ ^y^ ^ 
the family of Charlemagne to that of the Capets. 
From that time there were no national aflcmblies, 
no tribunals, no laws, no government. In that 
fatal confulion, the fword ufurped the place of 
juftice, and the free citizens were forced to em- 
brace fervitude, to purchafe the proteAion of a 
chief who was able to defend them. 

Commerce could not poflibly flourifh when 
loaded with the fhackles of flavery, and in the 
midft of the continual difturbances occafioned by 
the moft cruel anarchy. Induftry is the child of 
peace j nothing deprefles it fo much as fervitude. 
Genius languifhes wh^n it is not animated hy 
hope and emulation ; and neither of thcfe can fub- 
lift where there is no property. Nothing is a 
ftronger recommendation of liberty, or more fully 
proves the rights of mankind, than the impofli- 
bility of working fuccef$fully to enrich barbarous 
mj^fter^. 

None of the kings of France had any con- 
ception of this important truth, till they became 
fenfible of it, from experiencing the inconveni- 
ences of an authority expofed to perpetual re- 
ftraint. They therefore endeavoured to limit 
the power of thofe fubaltern tyrants, who, by 
ruining their unfortunate vaflals, perpetuated the 
calamities of the monarchy. St. Lewis was the 
firft who introduced trade into the fyftem of go- 
vernment. Before his time it was only the work of 
chance and circumftances. He brought it under * 

the regulation of ftated laws j and he himfclf drew 

P 4 up 
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B o o K up ftatutcs, which have fcrvcd as a model for 
thofc that have fince been ehadled. 

These firft fteps led the way to meafures of 
greater importance. The old law, which forbad 
the exportation of all the produftions of the 
kingdom, was ftill in force, and agriculture was 
difcouraged by this abfurd prohibition. The wife 
monarch removed thefe fatal impediments j cx- 
pefting, not without reafon, that a free export7 
ation would rcftore to the nation thofe treafures 
which his imprudent exped^ion into Afia had 
lavilhed. 

Some political events feconded thefe falutary 
views. Before the reign of St. Lewis, the king^ 
of France had but few ports on the ocean, and 
none on the Mediterranean. The northern coafts 
were divided between the Counts of Flanders^nd 
the Dukes of Burgundy, Normandy, and Britany ; 
the reft belonged to the Englifli. The fouthern 
coafts were poffefled by the Counts of Touloufcj^ 
and the Kings of Majorca, Arragon, and Caftile. 
By this arrangement, the inland provinces could 
not, without much difficulty, open a communi- 
cation with the foreign markets. The union of 
the county of Touloufe with the crown, removed 
this great obftacle, at leaft with refpeft to a part 
of the French territory. 

Philip, the fon of St, Lewis, in order to im*- 
prove the advantages ariling from this acquifition, 
endeavoured to draw to Nifmes, a city under his 
jurifdiftion, part of the trade carried on at Mont- 
pellier, which belonged to the king of Arragon, 

' Th^^ 
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The privileges he granted produced the defired book 
efFccl J but it was foon found that this fuccefs was 
not of much real advantage. The Italians filled the 
kingdom with fpices» perfumes, filks, and all the 
rich fluffs of the Eafl. The arts had not made 
fufHcient progrefs in France to admit of their 
productions being ofilered in exchange i and the 
returns of agriculture were inadequate to the 
cxpences of fo many objefts of luxury. A trade 
of fuch valuable articles could not be carried on 
without money, and there was but little in the 
kingdom, efpecially fince the expeditions of the 
Crufades j although France was then richer thaa 
mofl of the other European nations. 

Philip, furnamed The Fair, was fenfible of 
thefe truths ; he found means to improve agri- 
culture, fo as to anfwer the demands of foreign 
importations ; and thefe he reduced, by eflablifh- 
ing new manufactures, and improving the old 
ones. Under this reign the miniflry firfl under- 
took to guide the hand of the artifl, and to 
dired his labours. The breadth, the quality, 
and the drefllng of the cloths were fixed; the 
exportation of wool, which the neighbouring 
nations came to purchafe in order to manufacture 
it, was prohibited. Thefe were the leafl unrea- 
sonable meafures that could be purfucd in thofe 
tinacs of ignorance. 

Since that period, the progrefs of the arts was 
proportioned to the decline of feudal tyranny. 
The French, however, did not begin to form their 
tafle till the time of their expeditions into Italy, 
They were dazzled with 4 multitude of new ob- 

jeds 
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* %^ ^ j^^s that prcfentcd themfelves at Genoa, Venice^ 
u»i^— i^ and Florence. The ftriftnefs obferved by Anne 
of Bretagne, under the reigns of Charles VIII, 
and Lewis XII. at firll retrained the conquerors 
from giving full fcope to their propenfity for 
imitation ; but no fooner had Francis I. invited 
the women to court, no fooner had Catharine of 
Medicis crofled the Alps, than the great afFefted 
an elegance unknow'n before fince the firft found- 
ation of the monarchy. The whole nation was 
* feduced by this alluring example of luxury, and 
the improvement of the manufadlures was the na- 
tural confequence. 

From Henry II. to Henry IV. the civil wars, 
the unhappy divifions of religion, the ignorance 
of government, the fpirit of finance which began 
to have it's influence in the councils the barbarous 
and devouring avarice of men in bufinefs, encou- 
raged by the proteftion they enjoyed j all thcfe 
fcveral caufes retarded the progrefs of induftry, 
but could never deftroy it. It revived with frefh 
fplendour under the frugal adminiftration of Sully. 
It was almoft extinguifhed under that of Richelieu 
and Mazarin, both governed by the farmers of 
the revenue ; one wholly taken up with his am- 
bition for empire and his fpirit of revenge, the 
other with intrigue and plunder, 
rifftfoytgcs No king of France had ever ferioufly confidered 
French to thc advantages that might accrue from a trade t6 
Indies. ' India^ nor had the emulation of the French been 
excited by the luftre which other nations derived 
from it. They confumed more eJiflicrn produftions 
than any other nation s they were as favourably 

fituated 
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fituatcd for procuring them at the firft hand j ^ o o ic 
and yet they were content to pay to foreign in- 
duftrv what their own might as well have partaken 
of. 

Some merchants of Rouen had ventured, in^ 
deed, in 1503, upon a fmall expedition; but 
Gonneville, who commanded it, met with violent 
ftorms at the Cape of Good Hope, was caft upon 
iinknow'n lands, and with much difficulty got back 
to Europe. 

In 1 60 1 a fociety formed in Bretagne fitted 
out two Ihips, to endeavour to get a fhare, if 
poflible, of the riches of the Eaft, which the Por- 
tuguefe, the Englifli, and the Dutch, were con- 
tending for. Pyrard, who commanded thefe (hips, 
arrived at the Maldives, and dijl not return to his 
own country till after an unfortunate navigation of 
ten years, 

, A NEW company, headed by one Girard, a native 
of Flanders, fitted out fome (hips from Normandy 
for the ifland of Java, in 16 16 and 16 19. They 
returned with cargoes fufficient to indemnify the 
adventurers, but not to encourage them to any 
frefh undertakings. 

Captain Reginon, upon the expiration of this 
fruitlefs grant in i S^^i prevailed upon fome mer- 
chants of Dieppe, two years after, to enter upon 
a track which might be productive of great riches, 
if properly purfued. Fortune bafBed the endea- 
vours of the new adventurers. The only advan- 
tage gained by thefe repeated expeditions, was 
the high opinion that was conceived of Mada* 

. gafcar. 
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^ ^v^ ^ gafcar, which till ihax time had been iii^gle<3=cd hy 
the Portuguefe, the Dutch, and the Englifti, who 
had not found there any of the objects which at- 
tracted them to the Eaft. 

The favourable impreflion the French had 
received of this ifland, gave rife to a Company 
in 1642, which intended to make a <:on(iderable 
fcttlement upon it, with a view of fecuring to 
their fhips the neceflary refreftiments for failing 
further. The charter of this Company was to 
Uft twenty years s but the cruelties comnriitted by 
it's agents, together with their many afts of perr 
fidy and diftionefty, put an end to it^s exiftencc 
befQre the completion of that period. It*s capital 
was coniumed i and in return for all it's expences, 
it had nothing more than four or five hamlets, 
fituated along the coaft, cQnftru6ted with planks^ 
covered in with leaves, furrounded with flakes, 
and decorated with the pompous name of forts, 
becaufe there were a few batteries upon them. 
The defenders of thefe wretched huts were re- 
duced to the number of one hundred robbers ; 
whofe tyranny daily increafed the hatred that had 
been fwor'n againft their nation. A few fmall 
diftrifts, abandoned by the natives, and feme 
rather more extend ve, from which a tribute of 
provifions was exacted by force ; thefe were the 
only advantages that had been obtained. 

The Marfhal de la Meilleraie feized upon thefe 
ruins, and conceived the projeft of rcftoring this 
ill- conduced undertaking for his own private 
emolument. He met with fo little fuccefs, that 

hi$ 
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his property fold but for ao>ooo livtes *, which * ^^ * 
was full as much as it wns w^rth. ^■ * *v'""»*^ 

At length, in 1&64) Colbert undercook *o Jl^com-"" 
make France a &arer i»n the Eaft India trade, panyiieft*- 
There were great inconvcBieinoes attending this France. 
ifltercourfe with Afia. It couid fcarce furnifh ^ny menu gilc» 
thing but articles of luxury ; it retarded the pro- JJ^^j^*^' 
gi^fs of the arts whkh the French wer^ labour- 
ing with fo^n>u€h fucceft to eftabHfti j it procwed 
but very littie vent for the national provifions and 
manufadures $ and neceflarily occafioned a great 
exportation of fpecie. Confederations of fo im- 
portant a nature, were calc«tlated to excite ftif- 
penfe in the mind* of a minifter, whofe plans were 
purftic^l with no other view -but to extend every 
branch of mdaftry, and to add to the riches of 
the kingdom. But the French, in Imitation of 
the other Europeans, difplayed a determined tafte 
for the luxuries of the Eaft. It was thought that 
it would be more advantageous, and at the fame 
time more honourable, to go in fearch of them 
acrofs an immenfe ocean, than to receive them 
from rivals, perhaps from enemies. 

The mode of carrying this matter into exe- 
cution, was already traced out. It was then a 
maxim fo generally reccived,^ that fuch nice and 
complicated operations could only be managed 
by an exclufive charter, that the boldeft fpecula- 
tor would not have called it in queftion^ Art 
Eaft-India Company was therefore created, vett- 
ed with all the privileges enjoyed by thole of 

* 833I. 6s. id. 
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BOOK HolUnd and England. Colbert went dill fur-* 
■ thcr; and, confldering that for the purpofe of 
carrying on great commercial undertakings, there 
is naturally a degree of confidence exifting in re- 
publican governments, which cannot be expcded 
in a monarchy, had recourfc to every expedient 
that could produce it. 

A CHARTER was granted for fifty years, that the 
Company might be encouraged to form great 
fettlements, with a profpeift of reaping the fruits 
of them. 

All foreigners advancing 20,000 ilvres* were 
to be deemed Frenchmen, without the privilege 
of naturalization. 

On the like terms, officers, whatever corps they 
belonged to, were allowed leave of abfence, 
without forfeiting the rights of their poft, or 
their pay. 

Whatever was wanted for the building, equip- 
ment, or viftualling of the (hips, was to be ex- 
empted from all the duties of export or import, 
' as well as from thofe of the admiralty. 

The government engaged to pay fifty livresf 

per ton for all goods exported from France to 

India, and feventy-fivc livres J for every ton im- 

■ ported from thence. 

■ It was agreed, that the fettlements of the Com- 

lould be defended with a fufficient military 

and that their outward and homewaVd- 

ihips Ihould be furnifhed with ^s ftrong a 

as exigencies Ihould require. 

3I. 69. 8d. fzl. ti. Sd. t3l.2s.6d. 
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The ruling paffion of the nation was made fub- ^ 
Tervient to this eftabliflinient. Hereditary titles 
and honours were promifcd to fuch as fhould dif- 
tinguilh thcmfclves in the fervice of the Com- 
pany. 

As trade was yet in it's infancy in France, and 
was unable to furnifli the fifteen millions* that 
were to conftitute the ftock of the new fociety, 
the miniftry engaged to lend as far as three mil- 
lions f. The nobles, the magiftrates, all orders 
of men, were invited to (hare the reft. The 
nation, proud to pleafe their king, who had not 
yet crufhed them with the weight of his falf^ 
greatnefs, came into the propofal with great 
cagernefs. 

Madagascar was again deftined to be the 
nurfery of the new aflbciation. The repeated 
misfortunes experienced there, did not invalidate 
the idea of it's being the beft bafis for the vaft 
edifice that was to be raifed. In order to form 
a proper judgment of thefe views, we muft en- 
deavour to acquire as thorough a knowledge as 
pollible of this celebrated ifland. 

Madagascar, which is feparated from the TheFnnck 
contment of Africa by the Mozambique channeJ, ionics at 
is fituated at the entrance of the Indian ocean, Defcrfp^tuui' 
between the twelfth and twenty-fifth degree of P^^^J^^** 
latitude, and between the fixty-fecond and feven- 
tieth degree of longitude. It is three hundred 
and thirty-fix leagues in length, one hundred and 
twenty in it*s greateft breadth, and about eight 
hundred in circumference, 

• 6,25,0001. t^25»oool. 
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* ^o ^ The coafts of this great ifland arc in gentral 
unwholcfomc ; an evil arifing from natural catifcs; 
and which might be remedied. The land which 
we inhabit, has been rendered whcrfefome merely 
by the labours of man. In it*s original ftate, it 
was covered witli forefts and moraffes, which cor- 
rupted the air. Such h the prcfent ftitc of Ma- 
dagafcar. The rains, as in the other countries 
fnuatcd under the tropics, are periodical. They 
form rrvers, which, in endeavouring to difchargc 
themfdves into the ocean, find their mouths 
blocked up by fands, which the motion of the 
fca has driven there in the dry feafon 5 that is ta 
fay, when the volume or rapidity of the waters 
is not fufficient to overcome this obftacle. The 
waters, ftopped by this barrier, flow back agairf 
into the plain, where they become ftagnant for a 
certain time, and iill the horizon with deftruc- 
tive exhalations, till at length, furmounting the 
impediment by which they were confined, they 
procure themfclves an outlet. We fhall be con- 
vinced of this faft, if we confider that the coafta 
are unwholefome only in the rainy feafon 5 that 
the column of corrupted air never extends to any 
diftince 5 that, in the inland parts, the atmofpherc 
is always pure 5 and the banks are always whole- 
fome in thofe places where, from local circum- 
ftances, the courfe of the rivers is uninterrupted. 
By whatever winds the navigator may arrive at 
Madagafcar, he meets with nothing but a barren 
fand. This fterility terminates at the diftance of 
a league or two. Throughout the reft of the 
ifland, nature, in perpetual vegetation, produces 
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IN THE EASt AND WEST INDIES. 2«J 

ipontaneoufly, both In the forefts and in the open ^ ^^ 
grounds, cotton, indigoj Henip, honeyj whtitc- 
piepper, fago, bananasi the Artiboyna cabbage^ 
and the ravendfaraj a kind of fpice little khbw'rti 
Vfith a multitude of other nutritious pknts, fo- 
reign to our climates* The wholfc ifland is cover- 
ed with palms, cacioj and dtange trcesi gum* 
plants, Und woods fit fot conftruftioni and iifeful 
in alt the arts. There is not, properly ij)eakingi 
toy kind of culture, except that of rice; Tb6 
fufhes that gro\(r in the mbraffei are pulled upj 
and the feed is careleftly ftattercd on the ground* 
Cattle ^re afterwards m^dfc to pafs over it, which, 
by their trampling, piifli the grain into the foil i 
the reft is left to chance. There is ..another 
fpecies of rice cultivated upon the mountains in 
the rainy feafbn, and t^ith as little care. Thefe 
rtgion^ afe not fertilized by the fweat of men's 
brows. The fruitfulncfsof the foil, incfcafed by 
the |)folific quality of thi w«tcrsj muft here be 
fubftituted to every kind of labour: 

OxEN> ftieep, hogSj and goats, fted day and 
night in the meadows, increffantly fpringing up 
afrefli, which nature has fofrried at KlacIagaTcaf; 
Neither horfes, nor buffaloeSi noj: camels, nor any 
kind of bcaft fit for burden or foi* the faddle, are 
to be met with here, though every thing feems to 
befpeak that they would profper. 

It has been an opinion too lightly adopted, thzi 
gold 4nd filver were the produce of this illand. 
But it is an eftabiifhed faft^ that at no great dif- 
tance from the bay of Antongil, there are copper^ 

Vol. II. Q^ mines 
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• ^y^ ^ mines that yield coofiderably, and mines of rcrf 
pure iroo in the inland parts. 

The origin of the inhabitants of Madagafcar, 
as that of mod other people, is loft in extrava- 
gant and fabulous accounts* Whether they be 
natives of the ifland, or have been -tranfplanted 
there, is a queftion which, in all probability, will 
never be decided. We cannot, however, avoid 
thinking, that they are not all derived from one 
conunon ftock, when we confider the different 
forms by which they are diftinguifhed. 

This variety certainly depends upon the gene- 
ral manner in which iflands are formed. In times 
anterior to the origin of navigation, they hatre all 
been connected with fome continent, from which 
they have been feparated by thofe natural commo- 
tions that are but too frequently renewed. If the 
ifland hath been fuddenly broken off, we fhall find 
only one race of men upon it. If the adjacent 
countries have been threatened with this repara- 
tion a long time before it has taken place, the im- 
minent danger will have fet all the different people 
in motion ; and each of them will have Socked 
in crowds to the fpot where they expefted to be 
inoft fecure. In the mean while, the dreadful 
phflcnomenon will have happened ; and the por- 
tion of land that had been furrounded with watrr, 
will contain different races of men, having neither 
the fame complexion nor the fame ftature, nor 
fi>eaking the lame language. 

We hav^ every reafon to think, that this has 
been the cale with the ifland of Mada^afcar. In 
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the wcftern part of the ifland, we find a people ^ ^^^ ^ 
called ^imosy who arc in general not more than > ' v i 
four ftet high> and who never grow beyond four 
feet four inches. It is fuppofed, that they are 
now reduced to fifteen thoufand fouls i though 
they muft have been more numerous before the 
deftruftive and unfortunate war^ which obliged 
them to quit the fpot on which they had firft 
fettled. Being driven from their country, they 
took refuge in a very fertile valley, furrounded 
with fteep rocks^ where they live, without having 
any ^ intercourfe with their neighbpursi When 
their former conquerors unite to attack them in 
this fbrtunate fituatioh, they drive a great num- 
ber of oxen to the borders of thefc mountains. 
The enemy, who bad no other fpoil in view, feizcf 
upon the cattle, and lay down their arms, to take 
them up again, when they can fliccee4 in forming 
another confederacy fufficiently powerfuli to in* 
duce the ^imos to purchafe peace anew. 

This expedient, which is adapted to thefe weak 
and timid people, would by no means be fuitable 
to a powerful nation. The pufillaninjious fove- 
. reign or minifter who purchafes peace, invites his 
enemy to make war, and ftrengthens him for the 
purpofe with all the money he gives, while he 
weakens hinifelf in the fame proportion. He is 
a bad politician, who conduds himfclfas if he had 
only a few years to live, and who is very little 
folicicous of the fate of the empire after his death. 
Madagascar is divided into feveral colonies, 
more or lefs numerous, and independent of each 
other. Each of thefe feeble communities lives 
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t o o K in a diftrift that belongs to it, and is governed 
— ' by it's own laws. A Gonfidcrable degree of au- 
thority is lodged in a chief, who is eledivein 
fome places, hereditary in others, and fometimes 
a ufurper. He cannot, however, engage in war, 
without the confent of the principal nicmbers of 
the ftate, nor fupport it without the voluntary^ 
contributions and exertions of his people. 

Thb ftripping of the cultivated lands, the 
ftealing of cattle, and the carrying ^ofF of women 
and childreiK, are the ordinary caufe of their 
divifions. Thefe ruftic people are tormented 
with the rage of acquiring pqfleffions by unjuft 
and violent meafures, as ftrongly as the moft 
civilized nations are. Their hoftilities are not 
deftrudivej but the prifoners are always made 
' flaves. 

The people ^of Madagafcar have not a very 
comprehenfiv? idea of the right of property, 
from whence an inclination for labour is derived, 
and which is the principle of defence and of fub- 
miflion to government. Reafons of difcohtent,. 
convenience, or neceflity, eafily prevail upon 
them to quit the fpot they live on- for another^ 
which is either more fertile, or at a greater dif- 
tance from their enemies. It frequently happens, 
even that an inhabitant of Madagafcar leaves 
his country, merely from motives of caprice ; and 
changes his refidence again upon any new fancy, 
or when he is apprehe«five of puniftiment for 
fome outrageous aft, or for fome .tlieft. He is 
certain of finding lands to cifkivate wherever Tie 
goesi for they are never parcelled out. The 
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gfounds are ufually fow*ri by the community, who ^ ^^" ^ 
afterwards fliare the produce. Civil ^'ight is, 
therefore of little confequence in thefe regions j 
but political right is ftill more confined. 

Although the people of Madagafcar admit 
the prevailing doftrinc of the two principles, yet 
they have but a confufed idea of it, nor have 
they any form of worfliip whatever. They have 
not the leaft conception of the exiftence of an- 
other life, and yet they believe in ghofts : but 
we are not to expcft ideas more conncded among 
barbarians, than we meet with amohg the rnqft 
enlightened nations. The moft fatal of -their 
prejudices is that which has fettled lucky and 
unlucky days; by which children that are bor'n 
under unfavourable aufpices are inhumanly put 
to death. This h a cruel error, which hinders or 
deftroys population. 

Few people bear pain and affliction with fo 
much patience as the inhabitants of Madagafcar. 
Even the approach of death, the confequence o^ 
which their education hath not taught them to 
fear, never diftjurbs them* They expeft the in- 
ftant of their diffolution, a period fo drftrcfling to 
us, with a degree of refignation which it is not 
eafy to conceive. It is perhaps a comfort to 
them to be affured, that they fhall not be forgot-, 
ten, when they are no more. The inhabitants of 
thefe favage regions eptertain a yery high fenfe 
of fhe refpeft that is due tp their anceftors. It is 
^ common thing to fee men of all ages go to 
weep over the grave of their fathers, and to aik 
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advice of them in the moft intcrefting aftions of 
their life. 

These robuft, and leather well-made iflanderss 
have not the fame indifference for thp prefent as 
they have for the future. As they arc. never re- 
ftrained in their inclinations by the ties of morality 
or religion, or by that enlightened kind of po- 
lice which puts a ftop to the propenfities of men, 
in order to eftablifh the order of fociety, they 
are entirely devoted to their paflions. They in- 
dulge with rapture in feftivals, finging, dancing, 
and ftrong liquors, arid are extravagantly addift- 
ed to women. Every inftant of an idle fedentary 
life, free from the cravings of want, is diflipated 
in fenfual pleafures, whi^h are denied by nature 
to the favages of the north, who exhauft their 
powers in the fearch of food neceflary for their 
mifcrable and precarious exiftence. Befide the 
wife whom they marry in ceremony, the inhabi- 
tants of Madagafcar take as many concubines as 
they can get. Divorce is common among them, 
though nothing be fo rare as jealoufy. Moft 
of them, indeed, efteem themfelves honoured 
in having illegitimate children, when they are of 
a white riace. The fplendour of the origin com- 
penfates for the obliquity of the birth, - 

We may perceive a beginning of kndwlege 
and induftry among thefe people. With filk^ 
cotton, and thread made of the barks of trees, 
they manufaflure fomt fluffs. They are not^en- 
tirely ignorant of the art of .melting and forging 
iron. Their earthen ware is rather agreeable to 
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the eye. In fcveral difl:ri^5ls, they praftife the 
mode of expreffing their .thoughts in writing. 
They have even books of hiftory, phyfic, and 
aftrology^ committed to the care of their Omits, 
who have been improperly confidered as priefts, 
and whoj in faft,. are impoftors, who ftyle them- 
felves, and perhaps believe themfclves to be, 
forcerers. This kind of knowlege, which is more 
difFufed in the weftern part than in the reft of 
the ifland, has been brought by the Arabs, who 
have traded there from time immemorial. 

A FEW diftinft afts of anger and rage, com- 
mitted in the height of fome violent paffion,,have 
been-fufficient to calumniate the whole ifland of 
Madagafcar, and ftigmatize it's inhabitants with 
the title of ferocious. On the contrary, they 
. are naturally fociabie, lively, cheerful, vain, and 
even imprefled with fentiments of gratitude. All 
travellers, who have penetrated into the interior 
part of the ifland, have been kindly received 
there, aflifted in their wants, treated a^ men and 
brethren. Upon thci coafts, where njiftruft is 
ufually more prevailing, the navigators have rare- 
ly experienced any afts of violence or perfidy. 
four and twenry iyrabian fi^milies^" which, for a 
pumber pf generations, had ufv^rped the empire in 
the province of AnoQi, had enjqyed it for a> long 
time unmolefted, 'till they were deprived of it in 
177 1, without either expuifion, maiTacre, or op* 
preffion. In a word, the language of th(cfc 
iflanders readily adapts itfelf to exprefs fentiments , 
of the utrhoft tendernefs j and this circurnftance 
4lone is calculated to give us a very favourable 
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impreffion of the foftncfs of their manners, and of 

their fecial turn. 
con^yM of SucH was the ft.ate of Madagafcar, when four 
•tM-dr^'af. French vcflels arrived there, in 1665. The 
they m^hf Company that had fcnt them out was refolvcjd to 
»nd ought form a folid eftabliftiment on this ifland. The 

tohaveaone 

thtrc. projcft was wife, and it did not apj)ear that th? 
execution of it would be expenfive. 

All the colonies which the Europeans hav? 
cftah^liftied in America, to obtain the produce of 
that part of the worlds or all thofe they bay? 
fixed a^t the Cape of Qood Hope, and in the ifle$ 
of France, of Bourbon, and St. Helena, for the 
cultivation of their comnierce to the Indies, have 
required enormous expences, a long fpace of 
time, and confiderable labours. Many of thef? 
countries were entirely defert, and in Others thi^re 
were only found inhabitants, whom it was im- 
poflible to render ufeful. Madagafcar, on the 
Contrary, prefented a foil naturally fertile, and a 
numerous, tractable, and intelligent fet of in-r 
habitants, who wanted only inftru(5iion to enable 
them efFcftually to affift in any purpofe that was 
intended. 

These iflanders were harafled with the ftate of 
war and anarchy 1n which they continually livedo 
They ardently wiflied for a police which might 
make them enjoy peace and liberty. It was no 
matter of doubt, but that with difpofitions fo fa- 
vourable, they would readily concur in any at- 
tempts made to civilize them. 

Nothing was more eafy than to have made 
this ifland of confiderable utility. With proper 

' attentions 
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attention, Madagafcar might have produced a ^ ^^^ '^ 

piultitude of commodities fit for Incjia, for Perfia, 

for Arabia, and for the cpntincntof Africa. By 

inviting a few Indians and Chinefe to this fpot^ 
all the ajts and cultures of Afia would have been 

fiaturalize4 in the ifland. It wat eafy to conflruft 
Ihips there, becaufe materi^s were to be found 
for this purpofe of the.beft quality, and in plenty j 
and they might even have been readily equipped, 
becaufe the inhabitants difplayed a turn for navi- 
gation. All thefc innovations would have ac- 
quired nfiore folidity than the conquefts of the 
!p.uropeans in the Eaft Indies can ever have j for 
|he nativt?s of thofe regions will never adopt our 
laws, our manners, or our nftode of worfhip j and 
confequently they will never have that kind of 
favourable difpofition, which attaches people to a 
new form of government. 

It was impoflible that fo fortunate a revolution 
could have been efFefted by violence. A nu- 
i?ierous, brave, and uncivilized peopl?, would 
never have fubmitted to the chains with which a 
few barbarous foreigners might have wifhed to 
load them. It was by the foft mode of per- 
fuafion J it was by the feducing profpedl of hap- 
pinefsi it was by the allurements of a quiet life ; 
it was by the advantages of our police, by the 
enjoyments attending our induftry, and by the 
fuperiority of our talents, that the whole ifland 
was to be brought to concur in apian equally ad- 
vantageous to both nations. 

The fyftem of legiflation which ir wpuld have 
been proper to ^ive to ihefe people, fhould have 

been 
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B o tO K been adapted to their manners, their charafber^ 
and their climate. It nuift have been in every 
rcfped the reverfc of the lefligatton of Europe, 
corrupted and embarrafled by the barbarifm of 
feudal cuftoms. However fimple this fyftem 
might have been, the feveral parts could only 
have been propofed fucccflively, and in propor- 
tion as the undcrftanding of the people (hould 
have become enlightened and improved. Per- 
haps i'c might even have been proper to lay afidc 
all thoughts of conciliating to it the minds of 
thofe men in whom age had ftrcngthencd the 
prejudices of cuftom j perhaps it might have been 
neceiflary to endeavour to make panizans only of 
young men, who, formed by our inftitutions, 
would, in procefs of time, have become political 
mKTionaries, and might have increafed the num- 
ber of profclytes to the fyftem of government. 

The grand fyftem of civilization would ftill 
have been promoted, by the intermarriage of the 
women of the ifland with the French colonifts. 
This tie, fo endearing, and of fo tender a nature, 
would have extinguiflied thofe odious diftindlions, 
which cherifti perpeijual hatred and evcrlafting 
divifion, between people who inhabit the fame 
resjion, and live under the fame laws. 

It would hav^ been repugnant to every fyftem 
of equity and policy, to feize arbitrarily upon 
any diftridt of land, in order to fix new families 
upon it. The nation aflembled ftiould have been 
afked for thofe lands which were unoccupied j 
and, in order to give more folidity to the ^acqui- 
fiti jn. Government might have given a price for 

them 
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them which would have been agreeable to thefc hook. 
iflanders. Thcfe. lands, thus legitimately ac- 
quired, would for the firft time have been l/egally 
poffcff^d; and the right of property would gra- 
dually have been cftablifhed from one perfon to 
another. In procefs of time, the feveral colonies 
of Madagafcar would readily have adopted an 
innovation, the advantages of which cannot be 
rendered lefs confpicuous by the effect of any 
prejudice. 

The more ufeful the colonies that might have 
been founded at Madagafcar were like to prove, 
the more proper it was to choofe fituations well 
adapted to the purpofe of cultivating, extending, 
encouraging, and preferving thefc advantages. 
Exclufive of a fettlement which it would, per- 
haps, have been expedient to form in the interior 
part of the ifland, in order to obtain the confi- 
dence of the inhabitants in the firft inftance ; it 
was indifpenfibly neceflary to form four upon the 
coaft. One at Saint Auftin's Bay, which would 
have opened an eafy communication with the con- 
tinent of Africa; another at Luquez, where a con- 
fiderable and a conftant degree of heat would have 
made all the plants of India profper j the third at 
Fort Dauphin, which, from it's mild and whole- 
fome temperature, was well calculated for the 
cultivation of corn, and of moft European pro- 
ductions : and la|lly, the fourth at Tamecave, 
the moft fertile, populous, and beft cultivated 
diftrift of the country. This laft pofition de- 
fcrved even the preference of being made the 

capital 
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^ ^i^ ^ capital of the coloDy ; and for the following 

reafons. 

There is no harbour know'n at Madagafcar. 
It is a millake to fuppofc^ that it would be pof- 
fible to form one at Fort Dauphin^ by raidng a 
pier upon fome ftioals which advance- into the fea# 
The labour attending fuch an enterprize would 
not only be immenfe^ but the expence would alfo 
be ufclefs. It would be impoffible that (hips 
which cannot be defended from the hurricanes by 
the mountains themfclves, ihould ever be fhel- 
tered by a pier. Befides, this faditious port, 
open in part to the fury of the waves, would nc- 
ceflarily be of fmall extent. The fhips would 
have no fea room ; and if once loofcned from their 
anchors, would all run aground, and they wouldT 
pcrilh without refource upon a coaft, where the 
fea is conftantly agitated, and -where tlie fands are 
in continual motion. , \ 

The (ituation at Tametave is different. The 
bay, when freed from that inconvenient bar, 
which extends along ail the eaftern coaft of Ma- 
dagafcar, is very Ipacious. The anchorage is 
good, and the veflels are fiieltered from the hardeft 
winds. The landing is eafy. If the bed of the 
great fiver, that difchargcs itfelf into the bay, 
were to be digged for the fpace of a league and a 
half, fhips of the largeft burden rpight then be 
brought up to the lake of NofTe-Be, where nature 
has formed an excellent harbour. In the midft 
of it is an ifland, the air pf which is very pure, 
and which might be eafily defended* There is 

one 
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oac fortunate circumftanccinthis fkuation, which B o o ic 
is, thill: with a few precautions, the entrance of it ■ -^-u* 
might Be (hut againft an encmy^s fquadrons. 

SvcH were the advantages which the French 
' Company might have derived from Madagafcar. 
The condud. of their agents unfortunately df- 
ftroyed thefc brilliant expedations. Loft'to every 
fenfe of (hame, they fecreted part of the funds 
intruded to their management j they wafted ftill 
more confiderable fums in ufelefs and ridiculous 
cxpences j they made themfclves equally odious 
to the -Europeans, whofe labours they ought to 
have encouraged, as to the natives of the country, 
whom they fhould have gained over by gentle- 
.nefs and by favours. Afts of iniquity and mis- 
; fortunes were multiplied to fuch a degree, that 
in 1670 the members of the Company thought 
proper to refign into the hands of government a 
poffeflion which they held from it's gift. The 
change of adminiftration did not produce better 
management, Moft of the French who had re-^ 
mained in the ifland were maflacred two years 
after. Thofe who had efcaped this memorable 
butchery, withdrew themfclves for ever from a 
foil which was lefs ftained with their blood than 
with their crimes. ^ 

At different and diftant intervals the court of 
Verfailles has had an eye upon Madagafcar, biit 
without ever being fenfible of it's real value. Ic * 

was neceffary that France Ihould lofe all her trade, 
and all her confideration in India, in order to be 
thoroughly fatisfied of the importance of an* 
iflind, the poffeflion of which would probably 

have 
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• %^ ^ ^^^^ preferred her from thcfc calamities* Since 
this fatal period, the French have (bew'n a defire 
to form a fettlement upon it» They ought not to 
be difcoufaged by the ill Aicccfs of the two at- 
tempts of 1770 and 17731 becaufc thefc were 
made without plan, and without means ; and that 
inftead of employing in them the fuperfluous in- 
habitants of Bourbon, a fet of paciHc and wife 
men, inured to the climate, none but vagabonds 
collefted from the fcum of Europe were fent 
there. Meafures more prudent and better con- 
certed cannot fail of having the defired effeft. It 
is not from motives of policy alone th^t the 
French fhould ftrive againft the difficulties infe- 
parable from fuch an enterprize; the voice of 
humanity fhould fpeak louder, and with greater 
energy than that of intercft. 

What glory would it be for France to raifc 
a numerous people from the horrors of bar- 
barifm; to give them decent manners, a well 
regulated policy, wife laws, a beneficent religion 1 
to introduce among them the agreeable as well a^ 
the ufcful arts, and to raife them to the rank of 
enlightened and civilized nations 1 Statefmen, 
may the wiflies of philofophy, may the wiflies of 
a citizen, awaken your attention ! If it be a glo-» 
rious aft to change the face of the univerfe, in 
order to increafe general felicity i and if the ho- 
nour that refults from it belong to thofe who 
hold the reins of empire s let me inform you that 
they are equally accountable to the prefent age^ 
and to future generations, not only for all the 
mifchicf they may do, but likewife for all the 

good 
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good which they might do, and have neglefted. ^ ^^^^ k 
If you be defirous of real glory iamoiig your co- v- r'^^ ^ 
temporslries, what more deferved fame than that 
which I propofc can ybu be in purfult of ? If you 
wilh to immortalize your name, confider, that • 
monuments of bronze are more 6r lefs rapidly 
cjeftroyed by time, intruft the care of your repu- 
tation to beings who will perpetuate it by re* 
generation. The ftatue is filent, but mankind 
will fpeak. Let them, therefore, fpeak of you 
with praife. If corruption fhould afterwards in- 
fmuate itfelf into the wife fyftem of legiflation 
you have eftablifhed, then it is that you will be 
truly revered. The age in which you lived will 
be called to mind, and tears will be beftowed 
upon your memory. Tears of admiration will 
be (hed for you during your life, and tears of re- 
gret, many ages after your death. 

The India Company had not fuch elevated 
views, when in 1670 they thought proper to 
abandon Madagafcar. At that period it was that ' 
their Ihips failed direftly to India. By the in- 
trigues of Marcara, a native of Ifpahan, but in 
the French intereft, they obtained leave to efta- / 
blifh faftories in feveral places on the coaft of the 
peninsula. They even attempted to fecure a (hare 
of the Japan trade. Colbert offered to fend none 
but proteftants ; but by the artifices of the Dutch, 
the French were denied an entrance into that em- 
pire, as the Englifh had been before. 

SuRAT had been pitched upon for the center of The French 
all the bufinefs which the Company was to carry theccntcrof 
Oil in thefe parts. It was from this capital, of ^*^^''"*^*' 

Guzarac 
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' o„o ^ Guzarat that all orders were to be ilfued for tht iii* 

u. ■ y- jf . fcrior fetclements : and there it was that the dif* 

ferent merchandife deftined for Europe was to bft 

coUedted, 

Account of Guzarat forms a pcninful^ between the Indtis 

li^'^hkT** ^^^ Malabar. It is about one hundred and fixtjr 

^^uaui!" miles in length, and nearly the famein breadth* 

It is fcparatcd from the kingdom of Agra by thd 

mountains of Arva. There is not a province in 

Indoftan in which the foil is more fertile, better 

watered, or interfered by a greater number of 

rivers. It were to be wiflied, that the climate 

were not burnt up during three months in the 

year, by a moft violent^fouth wind. This country 

was already in poffeffion of great advantages, when 

^a foreign colony came to increafc it's profperity* 

In the feventh century^ the laft king of Perfia, 

of the dynafty of the Sanafides, was dethroned by 

the Mohammedans. Several of his fubjcfts, dif- 

fatisfied with the conqueror, took refuge in the 

province of Sabluftin, from whence, a century 

after, they came to the ifland of Ormus. In a 

fliort time they fet fail for India, and landed fdr- 

\ tunately at.Diu. Not contented ftill with this 

afylum, they rcimbarked j and the waves drove 

them upon a pleafant ftiorc between Daman and 

Ba^aim. The prince who governed that diftrift 

confented to receive them, on condition only that 

they (hould reveal the myfteries of their faith j 

that they fhould lay down their arms, that they 

Ihould fpcak the language of the country, that 

their women fhould go abroad unveiled, and that 

they (hould celebrate their nuptials at the clofe of 

^ - V . " the 
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the evening, according to the cuftom of the coun- 
try. As thefe ftipuktions contained nothing rc- 
|>ugnant ta their religious notions, the people who 
fled there for protedlion agredd to thenn. A piece 
of ground was allotted them, Wherfe they built a 
town, from whence they foon fpread further uji 
the country; 

A HABit of labour jiappily fcontr^lfted by nccef-* 
fity made them prbfper. Prudent enough not to 
interfere with affairs of government or war, they 
enjoyed a profound tranquillity in the midftof all 
the revolutions th^lt happened from timfc to timt* 
In confequence of this circUmfpeftioh, and of the 
iffluence in which they lived, their number in* 
creafed confidferably. They alv^ays remained a 
fcparate people, diftinguiflied by the name of 
t^arfes; never intermarrying with the Indiani, and 
adhering to the religious principles which had 
obliged them to quit their country. Their 
tenets were thofe of Zorbafter, fomewhat altered 
by time, ijgnoraftce, and the rapacioufnefs of the 
priefts. 

The induftry and activity of the new inhabit- 
ants, communicated itfelf to the hofpitable na- 
tion that had fo wifely given them an afylum* 
Sugary coThi indigo, and other produftions 
were naturalized upon a foil, which before had 
been principally covered with rice grounds. The 
fruits of the earth, and cattle were multiplied, 
-Varied, and brought to perfeftion. The fields of 
India difplayed, for the firft time, thofe hedge*, 
inclofures, and other ufeful and rural objedls 
which cmbcllifti and enrich fome of our regions. 

Vol. II. R Manu- 
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B o o K Manufa<ftures made an equal progrcfs with cuki^ 
vation* Cotton aflfumed a more beautiful ^p- 
pearancCj and filk was at length manufa<^ured in 
the province. The increafe of fubfiftence, of 
Ubour^ and of population, extended^ in pfocefs 
of time, foreign connedions. 

The fplendour of Guzarat excited the ambition 
of two formidable powers. While the Portuguefe 
^noy.ed it on the fide of the fea by the ravages 
they committed, by the viftories they gained, 
^nd Iby the conqueft of Diu, juftly efteemed the 
bul)yark of the kingdom; the Mpgul?,.jUreafJy 
mafters of the north of India^ and eagq: tp ^c^- 
vanqe toward the fouthern parts where ;tr^ and 
riches were to be found, threatened it from the 
continent. 

Badur, a Patan by birth, who then reigned 
over Guzaraf, faw how impofiible it would be for 
him at once to withijland two fuch enen^^s, equ^ly 
bent upon his deftrudlipn* He though^t he had 
lefs to fear from a people whofe forces were fepa^ 
rated from his dominions by immenfe feasj than 
from d liation firnfily fettled on the frpat^-ers of his 
.provinces. This co^nfideratipn m^de him d^tcr* 
mine to be reconciled with the Portugnefe- The 
conccHipns he made induced them tp join with 
him againft Akbar, whofe aftivity- and courage 
they dreaded little lefs than he did^ 

This alliance difconcerted n^cjn wh^ liio^ght 
they had only Indians to deal with. They cpuld 
not diink of engaging with Eurpp,ea:nfii, who were 
reputed invincible. The natives, not yet recoycr- 
ed'from the confterwtion into which ifccfc con- 
querors 
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q.uero>-s had throw'n them, reprelcnted them to the ^ ^^ ^ 
Mogul foldiers as men come down from heaven, 
or rifen from the waters, of a ffjecies infinitely 
fuperior to the Afiatics, ancf far furpaffing them 
in valour, genius, and knowlcge. The army, 
feized with a panic, was urging the generals to 
march back to Delhi, when Akbar, convinced 
that a princQ who undertakes a great conqueft 
ftiuft command his own forces, haftened to his 
camp. He did not hefitate to promife his troops 
that chey fiiould fubduc a people enervated by 
luxury, riclies, pleafuresj and the heat of the 
climate; and that the glory of purging Afia of 
that handful of banditti was rcferved for them. 
* The army, thus encouraged, expreffed their fatis- 
feftion, and marched on with confidence. They 
foon cam& to an engagement j the Poituguefe, ill 
feconded by their allies, were furrounded and cut 
to pieces 5 Badur fled, and never appeared again. 
All the cities of Guzarat haftened to open their 
gates to the conqueror. This fine kingdom, in 
1565, became a province of that vaft empire whicK 
was foon to fubdue all Indoftan. 

Undjer the Mogul government, which was 
then in it's full glory, Guzarat enjoyed more 
tranquillity than before. This ftate of fecurity 
gave a new impulfe to every individual. AH the 
powers of the mind were unfolded -, and every 
^ecies of induftry acquired a degree of improve* 
ment before unknow'n. It becarne^eceffary to 
find a ftaple where all thefe treafures were to be 
collected ; and Surat came into poflcffion of this 
valuable prerogative. 

R 2 At 
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■ °^ ^ At the beginning of the thirteenth centuryr 
i-^^y-,j'Surat was nothing more than a mean hamlet, 
i^ieif*^ confiding of fome fifhermen's huts, (landing upon 
^"'* the river Tapti, at a few miles diftance from the 
ocean. The advantage of it's fituation drew 
there fome workmen and fomc merchants. They 
were plundered three or four times by pirates $ 
and it was to put a flop to thefe de(lru£live in- 
roads, that a fortrefs was built in 1524. At this 
period, the place acquired a degree of import- 
ance which had confiderably increafed, when, the 
Moguls made themfclves matters of it. As this 
was the only maritime town which had then fub-> 
mitted to their yoke, they contrafted the habit of 
providing themfelves with all their articles of 
luxury from thence. On the other hand, the 
Europeans, who had not any of the great fettle- 
ments they have fince made at Bengal and on 
the coaft of Coromandcl, bought mod of their 
Indian merchandife there. They were all coUeft- 
ed at this fpot, as the people of Surat had taken 
care to form a navy fuperior to that of their 
neighbours. 

Thetr fhips, which lafted for ages, were 
moftly of a thoufand or twelve hundred tons 
burthen. They were built of a very ftrohg wood 
called Teck. Inftead of launching them with a 
coftly apparatus and complicated engines, they let 
the tide into the dock, as we have done fiiice, 
and ihus fct them afloat. The cordage was made 
of the outward bark of the cocoa-tree -, it was 
rougher and lefs pliable than our's, but at leaft 
as ftrong. If their cotton fails were neither fi> 

4 ftrong 
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ftrong nor fo lading as our hempen ones, they book 

were more cafily folded, and lefs apt to be tor'n. > -y-^-i 

Inftead of pitch, they made ufc of the gum of a 
tree called Damar/ which was as good, or better^ , 
The (kill of their officers^ though but moderate, 
was fufficient for the feas and the feafons in which 
they failed. With regard to their failors, com- 
monly called Lafcars, the Europeans have found 
them ferviceable in their voyages from one part 
of India to another. They have even been em- 
ployed fuccefsfully in bringing home into our 
ftormy latitudes fuch fhips as had' loft their 
crews. 

When we hardly fufpefted that commerce was 
founded on any certain principles, we found that 
thefe principles were already know'n and practifed 
in this part of Afia. Money was to be had there 
at a low price, and bills of exchange might be ' 
obtained for every market in India. Infurances 
for the moft diftant navigations were very common. 
Such was the honefty of thefe traders, that ba^s 
of money, ticketed and fealed by the bankers, 
would circulate for years, without ever being 
counted or weighed. Fortunes were proportion- 
ed to the facility with which they were to be ac- 
quired by induftry. Thofe of five or fix millions * 
Vere not uncqfnmon, and fome were even more 
confidcrable. 

These fortunes were moftly poflefled by the Manners of 
Banians, a fet of traders noted for their honefty. ^ms of^^^^' 
A few moments were fufficient for them to com^ ^ofat* 

* About 240,000 !• on aq average. 

R J piece 
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^ \w ^ P^^^^ ^^ vtio^ important concerns. Thcfe wero 
generally tranfaclcd in the public markets. The 
perfon who wiflied to fell, announced in few 
words, and in a low voice, the value of his mer-» 
chandife. He was anfwercd by another aian 
taking hold of his hand in a concealed manner. 
The buyer ufed to fignify, by the number of 
fingers which he bent, or extended^ how much 
lefs than the price required he meant co givei; 
and thus the bargain was moft frequently con- 
cluded, without a fingle word having paiTed be- 
tween the parties. In order to ratify it, the con- 
tradors ufed to take hold of each other's hand a 
fecond time ; and an agreement made with diis 
degree of fimplicity was always inviolable. If 
difficulties arole, a circumftance which very rarely 
happened, thefe prudent men preferred, in the 
moit complicated difcuffions, an cvcnnefs of 
temper, and a degree of politenefs^ which it 
would not be eafy for us to form any conception 
of. 

Their children, who afliiled at all bargainSi^ 
were early trained to this gentlenefs of manners. 
Upon the firft dawning of reafon, they were 
initiated into all the myfteries of trade. It was( 
a common thing to fee a child, of ten or twelve 
years old, able to fupply his father'^place. What* 
a contraft, what a difference, between this arid the 
education of our children i and yet, what a dif- 
tance between the attainments of the Indians and 
the progrefs of our knowlege ! 

Such of the Banians as had Abyffinian flaves^^ 
f circuoiftance very uncomnion among thefe 

good- 
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good-rtitured m^n, treated them with a degree of ^ ^ J^ * 
humftnity which muft ^pp^ar firigular to us. They 
bfoogftt them up as if tliey had been of^theirown 
fartiily, (rained therri to bufinefs, advanced theni 
money fo enable them to trade for themfelves^ 
^nd nt)t'6h1y fufferedthem to enjoy the profits, 
but ^vin allowed them to difpofe 6f thefe ad- 
vantages in favour of their defcendents, if they 
had any, 

The ejl^pences of the Banians were not propor- 
tioned to their fortunes* As they were reftrained 
by the principles of their religion from eating 
'rneat, or drinking ftrong liquors, they lived upon 
fruits, and a few plain diihes. They never de- 
parted from this frugality, except upon the fettle- 
mcnt of their children^ On this finglc occafion^ 
no expencc was fpared for the entertainment, the 
mulic, the dancing, and the fireworks. Their 
whole ambitbn was to tell how much the wedding 
had C0&4 Sometimes it amounted to a hundred 
thoufand crowns *• 

Even their women had a tafte for this fimplicity 
of manners; and all their anlbition confided in 
making themfelves agreeable to their hufbands. 
Perhaps the great veneration, in which they held 
the nuptial tie, arofe from the cuftom of marrying 
them in their earliefl: infancy. That fentiment 
was, in their opinion, the moft facred part of their 
religion. They never allowed themfelves the 
Icaft converfation with ftrangers. Lefs referve 
would not bavt fatisfied their hulbands, who coulc) 

* i2«5ooL 
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^ ^,J^ ^ not hear, without aftonifhment, of the familiaritjr 
that prevailed between the two fexes in Europe^ 
When they were toW, that this freedom was at- 
tended with no ill confequence, they were not 
f onvinced ; but fbopk their hpads, and anfwered 
by onp of their proverbs, which fignifiesi ^^^^ if 
you bring butter too near thefire^ you can hardly keep 
it from melting. 

With different cuftoms, the Parfees had ftill a 
more refpedable charafter. They were robuft, 
handfome, and indefatigable men, adapted to 
^1 kinds of labour, but es^celling particularly 
in the building of Ihips, and in agriculture. 
Such was their mildnefs and upright conduA, that 
they were never called up before a magiftrate foe 
^ny aft of violence, or any fraudulent contraft. 
The ferenity of their minds was painted on all 
their features, and in every look ; and their con- 
yerfation was aninfiated by a temperate cheerful- 
nefs. ,Thcy delighted in rhymes, and feldooi 
fpoke, even about the moft ferious affairs, other-^ 
wife than in yerfe. They had no fixed place of 
\vorfliip ; but they ufed to affernbk every morn-p 
ing and evening upon the high road, or near a 
fountain, to adore the rifing and the (etting fun. 
Even the fight of the leaft fpark of fine interrupt- 
ed, all their occupations, and excited their fcnfi- 
bility, in the contemplation of that beneficent 
luroihary. Inftead of burning the bodies of their 
dead, as the Indians did, they depofited them in 
tpwer^ pf an e^^tc^me height, where they fervcd 
as food to birds of prey. Their predileftion for 

jhe followers of their religion, did not prevent 
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them from being moved with the afflidtions of all * o? * 

J V # 

iTien^ whom they affifted with gcnerofity. Their 
pity extended itfclf even to animals. One of 
their moft favourite inclinations was to buy flavesj 
to give them a good education^ and to reftore 
them afterwards to liberty. Their number, their 
union with each other, and their riches, fometimes 
rendered them fufpicious to government i but 
thefe prejudices never prevailed for any length of 
time, againft the peaceable and regular conduft 
of thefe good people. The only thing they could 
be cenfured for, was, a difgufting uncleanlinefs, 
lunder the appearance of the moft refined neat- 
nefs, and a too frequent ufe of an intoxicating 
kind of Kquor, peculiar to themfelves. Such 
were the Parfcps at their arrival in India \ fuch 
have they maintained themfelves in the midft of 
the revolutions that have fo frequently overturn- 
ed the afylum th<ey had chofen \ and fuch do they 
^ill remain* 

How widely diftant were the Moguls from 
thefe pure and auftere manners 1 No fooncr had 
thefe Mohammedans acquired the pofTeflion of 
Surat, than they embarked in multitudes to go to 
Mecca. Several of thefe pilgrims ufed to flop at 
the Port before their voyage j and a ftill greater 
oumber at their return. The conveniences of 
life, which were more multiplied in this famous 
city than in the reft of the empire, even induced 
many of the moft opulent to fix their refidence 
there. Their days were fpent in indolence, or in 
pleafure. One part of the morning was employ- 
ed in taking pain§ to ?rch fheir cyc-brpws, to 
' ' fettle 
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BOOK fettle thcif beards, and to paint their niib, and thto 
infidfe of their hands^ The r^ft of the day was dc-» 
voted to riding on horfeback, fnriokirig, drtokiiig 
coffee, or perfuming thcmfelves j or Wai fpent in 
reclining upon beds of rofes, to bear fabulous 
Ho^-ies recounted, and in cultivating the poppy, 
a kind of amufement which had the moft power-^ 
ful attraftions for them. 

The entertainments in which thefe voloptuotld 
men frequently indulged thcmfelves, in order to 
prevent the tsedium of a too uniform kind of life, 
were begtin by an aftonilhing profufion of re- 
frefhments, fwcetmeats, and the moft exquifite 
perfumes. Thefe quiet amufements were follow- 
ed by feats of ftrfength, or agility ufually 
exercifed by the natives of Bengal. Thefe Were 
fucceeded by mufie, which might, perhaps, have 
been grating to a nice ear, although thefe orien- 
talifts delighted in it. The night was ufliered in 
by fireworks of a lefs glaring light than our*s, and 
the reft of it was exhaufted bv fucceflive bands of 
dancers, more or lefs numerous according to thd 
rank or opulence bf thofe in whofe fervice they 
were engaged. When a fatiety of pleafures in- 
vited to repofe, a kind of violin was introduced, 
which by foft, uniform, and frequently repeated 
founds, lulled them to fleep. ^ The moft corrupt 
of them ufed to throw thcmfelves into die acnris 
of fome young AbylEnian (lave, and employed 
eyeryartifice pradifed in thefe regions, to heighten 
this iT)bft infamous of all paflions. 

The women were niever admitted t6 thtfe di^ 
verfions, but they had alfo their dancers to them- 

felvcs. 
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f($Ives$ add indulged in other amOfements, The soon 
preference which their hufbands generally gave to 
pourtezans, ftifled jn their heart every fcntiment 
of afFeftion to them, and conlequemly of jealoufy 
^unong themfelves. Accordingly, ^hey lived t6^ 
gethcr in a tolerable ftate of harmony. They 
even went fo far as to rejoice when any new com- 
panion ,was announced to them, becaufe this tyas 
an increafe of their fociety, Neverthelefs they 
had a great influence in all important aflfairs, and 
a Mogul was almoft always determined by the 
advice of his harem. Such of thefe wives as had 
no children, frequently went out to vifit relations 
of their own fex. The reft might have enjoyetj 
the fame liberty, had they not preferred the ho* 
nour of their fons, which is fingularly made to 
depend upon the opinion entertained of the virtue 
of their mothers* They educated their children 
themfelves with much care and tenderncfs, and^ 
never parted from them, not even when they 
quitted their father's houfe. 

If magnificence and conveniences could fup- 
ply the place of love and fentiment, a harem 
would have been -a moft delightful place of 
rcfidence : every thing that could incite agrecr 
able fenfations, was laviflied with profufion in 
thefe retreats, impenetrable to man. The pride 
pf the Moguls had even ordained, that the wo- 
men who (hould be admitted to vifit them, fhould 
beprefcnted with V'ery rich prefents the firft time of 
their coming, and fhould always meet with a re- 
ception agreeable to the voluptuous tafte of thefe 
f |imatC3. The European hdie^> whofe familiarity 
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5 ^y^ ^ ivith the other fcx was revolting to Afiatic prc-» 
judices, and who for that reafon were thought to 
be of a very inferior tribe, were feldom allowed 
to penetrate into this kind of fan&uary. One of 
them, well know'n in England by her talents, her 
graces, and her fpirit of obfervation was diftin- 
guifi)ed from the reft. The preference granted 
to Mrs. Draper enabled her to fee and examine 
every thing. She did not find in thefe unhappy 
women, living in a ftate of confinement, that air 
of difdain or embarraflment, which the little opr 
portunity of exerting their faculties might have 
given them. Their manners appeared to her 
frank and eafyj and their converfation was diftin- 
guiflied by fimplicity and foftnefs. 

Although the other nations fettled at Surat 
did not carry every fpecies of voluptuoufnefs to 
excefs, as the Moguls did, yet they were not 
without their pleafures, in a city where the public 
edifices were generally deficient in tafte and fym- 
metry. Private houfes had, indeed, no kind of 
appearance j but in all thofe belonging to opulent 
perfons, gardens were fccn filled with theinoft 
beautiful flowers; fubterraneous dwellings con- 
trived againft the intenfe heats prevailing through 
part of the year j and falloons, where fountains 
were playing in bafons of marble, and which, by 
their frclhnefs and niurmuringSi invited them to 
foft repofe. 

One of the cuftoms moft univerfally adopted, 

was bathing ; and after the bath, the body was 

rubbed, or kneaded, as it were, like dough. 

This operation gave a fpring to the difierent parts' 
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df th6 body, and an eafy circulation to the fluids^ 
The perfon who had undergone it thought him- 
fclf ah-noft a new being. The fort of harmony 
which it fe-eftablifliid throughout all the ma- 
chine, led to a kind of intoxication, which ex-* 
Cited an infinite variety of delightful fenfations^ 
This cuftom was faid to be brought into India 
from China ; and fome epigrams of Martial, and 
declamations of Seneca, fcem to hint, that it was 
not unknow'n to the Romans at the time When 
they refined tjpon every pleafure, as the tyrants 
who enflaved thofe maftcrs of the world afterwards 
refined upon every torture. 

There was another pleafure, ftill of a higher Dcfcnption 
nature, perhaps, at Surat. This was derived °w^r«/' 
from it's female dancers, or BalUadereSy a name JlJp^ouslt 
which the Europeans have always given them, ^""^* 
from the Portuguefe. 

Numbers of thefe are collefted together in 
feminaries of pleafure. The moft accomplifhed 
of thefe focieties are devoted to the richeft and 
moft frequented Pagodas. Their deftination is 
to dance in the temples on their great feftivals, 
and to be fubfervient to the pleafures of the Bra- 
mins. Thefe priefts, who have not taken the art- 
ful and deceitful vow of renouncing the enjoy- 
ment of all pleafures, in order to have an oppor- 
tunity of indulging in them more freely, chufc 
rather to have women of their own, than at once 
to defile the ftate of celibacy or wedlock. They 
do not invade another man's right by adultery, 
but are fo highly jealous of th? dancers, whofe 
vorflbip and vows they (hare with the gods, that - 

they 
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thJey never fuSct them, without reluftance^ to 
contribute to the amufemenc even of kings and 
great men. 

The rife of this fingular ififtitution is not 
kaow*n. Probably one Bramin, who had a con- 
cubine, 6r a wife, alibciated with another Bra- 
miD^ who had likcwife his concubioe^ or his wife r 
aod, in proc^ls of time, the mixture of fo many 
Bramins and women occ^fixmed fo many afts of 
infidel it y> that the women became common to all 
thofc priefts. l^et but a nucnber of £ngle pcrfons, 
of both iexcsi be coUedjed in a doyftet*, and a 
commonalty of men and wx)m.en wiil ffion take 
place. 

By .tjii§ mutual int;ercourfc j^aloufy was pro- 
ba,bly ext^nguiihedj and the women were not 
uaeafy at the ijicxeafe of their numbers, jior the 
Bramins at that of their ordjer. It was rather a 
l^w conqueil than g riva^ip« 

It is no lefs probabJc, that, in order to palliate 
the infancy of this licentioufhcfs in the eyes of 
tbe people, all ijhefe women were confecrated to 
t;be fcrvice of the altar j and that the people 
readily cohfented to this kind of fuperiticion, ais it 
iniured their wivxs and daughters frpm fedu&ion, 
by confining the lawieis defu'es of thefe Monks to 
one particular (pot. 

- The contrivance of ftamping aiacred charafter 
upon thefe coyrtezans, might poffibly make pa- 
rents the more willing to part with their beautiful 
daughters, and to confent that they (hoiM fc^ow 
their cabling, and devote themfelves to thefe femi- 
nariesj frqm whence the fuperannuated women 

might 
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might re;:urn tp fociety without difgr^ce: S(^t^^ ^v ^ 
there is no crinae that m^y not b^ 4n(3:ifi€cJ, ryq v-- 
virtue th^t may not be debaffd, by the iote^rvenr 
tion of the Gq4;5. The very apfion of ,a Sijpreme 
Being may, in the hands of a crafty prieft,; .beinad^ 
fubver.five of alj morality. .He will affirmj^ jaot 
that fuch ^ thing is pleafing tp the Gods, becaufe 
if is good ; but -that fuch a thing is good, becaufe 
it is ple^iing to the Gods. 

The Bramins wanted only to gain another poi/itj 
in order tp compl^ete this jnftitypon j which was, 
tp perfgad^e the people that j.t y^^ decent, hply^ 
aixd pje^fipg tp the gods, to i^arry ajBalliadere 
in preference to all other women, ai^d confc- 
guently to induce theni to folicit the rennains 
of their deb^uclieries, as a jparjcicular m^rk of 




In every city there are other companies, not lb 
feledt as thq former, for the amufement of the 
rich, and others for their wivjp«. Perfons of every 
religion, ^ncj of every c^ft, may employ them. 
There are even ftroUing cpmp^pies of the^m, con- 
duced by old women, who, having been them- 
fejyes* tr^inejd up ia thefe fenpinaries^ ve proiijo- 
tjed in tinxe to the diredtiop of them. 

Xh^e handJCpme girls h^ve the cuftom, as^finr 
gular as it is difguftful, of being, always fpllpwed 
^>y an old defpj'med mufician, whofe employment 
is .to beat time with an inftr.ument of brafs, which 
the Europeans have lately borrowed of the Tprks 
to add to their ipi^itary mufic, andwhichjn ladiji 
i^ ca,Ued a tarn* The man who holds it, is con- 
tinually^ repcafipg that-ww-d >s^ithiuch vfjhemeACiej 

5 . , . that 
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^ ^^^ ^ that by degrees he works himfelf up into drcadfuf 
conyolfioDS; while the Balliaderes, . intoxicatecf 
with the defire of pleafing, and the fwcets witH 
which they are perfumed, arc at length tranlported 
beyond their fenfes. 

TkziK dances ire, in general, love panto- 
mimes : the plan, the defign, thfe attitudes, the 
time, the airs, the cadehcc of thefe ballets, are all 
expreflive of this paflion, with all it's raptures and 
extravagances. 

Every thing confpires to the amaiing fucccfs 
of thefe voluptuous women ; the art and richnefs 
of their attire, as well is fheir ingenuity in fetting 
off their beatity.v Their long black hair falling 
over their (hpulders, or braided and turned up, is 
loaded with diamonds, and ftuck with flowers. 
Their necklaces and bracelets are enriched with 
precious ftones. Even their nofe jewels, an orr 
nament which (hocks us at firft fight, has fome* 
thing pleafing in it, and fets off all the other 
ornaments by a certain fymmetry, the effeft of 
which, though inexplicable, is yet ferifibly felt by 
degrees. 

Nothing can equal the care they take to prt- 
ferve their breafts, as one of the nx)fl: ftriking 
marks of their beauty. To prevent them from 
growing large or ill-fliaped, they inclofe them irt 
two cafes, made of an exceeding light wood, which 
are jpined together, and buckled behind, Thefe 
cafes are fo fmooth and fo fupple, that they give 
way to the various attitudes of the body, without 
being flattened, and without injuring the delicacy 
of the flcin. The outfide of thefe cafes is covered 

with 
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iVith a leaf of gold ftuddcd with diamonds* Thifi book 
is certainly one of che moft refined kind of orna^ ' 1 -, ^ * 
ments, and the beft calculated to prcfcrvc beauty* 
They take it off and put it on again with O/igular 
facility. This covering of the breaft does not prcr 
vent the palpitations, heavings, and tender ejiao-r 
tions of it from being perceived : it cqnc^^ls no* 
thing that can contribute- lo excite defire^ , 

Most of thefe diriccrs imagine it fkn ^ditipn 
to the beauty of their complexion, and thfjiniT 
preffion of their looks, tQ trace a blacks circle 
round their eyes with a hair bqdkiq, dippqdvjfi 
the powder of antimony. This borrowed beauty^ 
celebrated by all the eaftern poets, and, which ap^ 
peared very Angular at firft.to, the . Europrans^ 
has at length become perfeftly agreeable to 
them. ^ 

The whole life, the whole emplojanent,, the 
whole felicity of the Bailiaderes, coa0fl:s in the art 
of pleafmg. It is n6t cafy to refift their feducing 
manners. They are even preferred to thofe beau- 
ties of Caflimcre, who fill the feragHos of Indof- 
tan, as the fair Georgians and Circa(Caps,4o' thofe 
of Ifpahan and Conftantinople. Tl>e nrKide.fty, or 
rathct the refervfe of proud flaves, feqtMrftered.frbi^ 
the foeiety of men, cannot balance the miraculous 
arts of thefe expert courtezans. • . . 

They were no where fo much in repute as at Extent of 
Surat, thericheft and moft populous dty in India, mercc^f 
It began to decline in 1664 i and was pillaged by ^oiudon^lt 
'the fartious Si^vagi, who carried offitwehty-five or *>««^«p«"- 
•thirty nf^illions *• The plunder would have been 

• About i,20o,oool. on an aver^gei 
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infinitely greater^ had not the Engliih and Dutch 
efcapcd the public calamity, by the care they had 
taken to fortify their factories, and had not the 
fnoft valuable effefb been lodged in the caftle, 
which was out of the enemy's reach. This lofs 
made the inhabitants more cautious. They buik 
walls round the city to prevent the like misfor'^ 
tune, the effcfts of which were removed, whea 
the Englifl), in i6Z6, with fliameful and in- 
excufable rapacity, ftopped all the fliips that 
were fitting out at Surat to be difpatcbed to the 
ieveral feai. This piracy, which lafted three 
yean, deprived this famous oiart of almoft every 
branc4i of trade that was not it*& own peculiar pto^ 
perty. The town was nearly reduced to it's own 
natural riches. 

Other pirates have fince infefted thofe htU 
tudes, and from time to tihie dillurbed the trade 
of Surat. Even the caravans, that carried the 
merchandife to Agra, to Delhi, and all over the 
empire, were not always fccurcd from the attacks 
of the fttbjeda of the independent Rajas, wbick 
they met with on the feveral roadsi. A fingukr 
expedient was formerly contrived for the (ecuriQr 
of the caravans, which was» to p^C them ^lader 
cheprote&ion of a womanor cbilcj^of 9<i*ace eAeem- 
ed facred by the nations they di^eadjed. "Wheii 
the banditti appeared, thf guardians of the cara- 
vans threatened to di&roy themfelves if tkty 
perfifted in their refolution of fdu^udpring it!, 
and aftually did fo if they did nof yield to theif 
remonftrances. Thefe profligate me$, who hftd 
not been retrained by relpeQ: of Wood held fa- 
a cjred. 
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cred, were excommtinicat^d, degraded, and caft * ^^ * 
out of their tribe^. The dread of thefc fcverc 
puntfhments was fometimes a check upon avarice ; 
but fince univerfal commotions have prevailed in 
Indoftan, no confideratton can allay the third of 
gold. 

Notwithstanding all thcfe misfortunes, Safat 
is ftill a great trading city. The produce of the 
numberlcfs manufadburcs throughout Guzarat is 
depofited in it's warehoufes. A great part is carried 
into the inland countries j the reft is conveyed to 
all parts of the globe by continual voyages* 

The gopds more commonly know*n are, iB:^ 
Dutties, a kind of coarfe unbleached cloth, wor^n 
in Perlia, Arabia, Abyflinia, and the eaftern coaft 
of Africa ; and blue linens, which are difpofed of 
in the iame manner, and are likewife fold to th6 
Englifi^ and Dutch for their Guinea trade, 

2. The blue and white checks of Cambaya, 
which are wor'n for mantles in Arabia and Turkey.: 
Ibme are coarfe, and fome fine, and fomc even 
mixed with gold for the ufe of the rich. 

3. The white linens of Barokia, fo well know'a 
by the n^me of Baftas. As they are extremely 
fine, they make fi^mmer caftans for the Turks and 
Perfians. The fort of muflin, with a gold ftripc 
at each end, with which they make their turbans, 
js manufaftured at the fame plaqe. 

4. The ^printed callicoes of Amadabat, thero-^ 
lours of which are as bright, as fine, and as durable, 
as thofe of Coromande^. They are wor'n in Perfia, 
in Turkey, and in Europe, The rich people of 

S a Javat 
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* ^xS^ ^ Java, Sumatra, and the Molucca iflands, make 

i V» \ 

pagncs and coverlets of thcfc chintzes. 

5* The gauzes of Bairapourj the blue ones ar? 
worn by the common people in Perfia and Turkey 
for their fummer clothing, and the red ones bjr 
perfons of higher rank. The Jews, who are not 
allowed by the Porte to wear white, make their 
turbans of thefe gauzes. 

6. Mixed ftufFs of filk and cotton, plain, 
ftriped, fome with fattin ftripes, fome mixed with 
gold and filver. If they were not fo dear, they 
would be efteemed even in JEurope for the bright- 
nefs of their colours, and the fine execution of the 
flowers, though their patterns are fo indifferent. 
They foon wear out ; but this is of little confe- 
quence in the feraglios of Turkey and Perfia where 
they are u fed. 

y, Sorpe are of filk, called tapis. Thefe are 
pagnes of fcveral colours, much efteemed in the 
eaftern parts of India. Many more would be 
woven, if it had not been ijeceffary to ufe foreign 
materials, which enhance the price too much. 

'8. Shauls, very light, warm, and fine cloths, 
made of the wool of Caflimcre. They are dyed of 
different colours, ftriped, and flowered. They arc 
wor'n for a winter drefs in Turkey, Perfia, and 
the more tempersite p^rts pf India. With this fine 
wool turbans are woven, that are ell- wide, and a 
litUe more than three ells long, which fell for as 
much as a thoufand crowns *. Though this wool 

♦ 1251.- 

be 



w'^ >^ 






* /■ 



iaju T»Hf; EAST mji west iNCms. ^ 261 



be (gnseckdes manufa(Stured at:Surat, the fineft ■ ° ® ^ 
works of chis; kind are made at Caflimerc, 

Beside the prodigious quantity of cotton made 
ufe of in the m^nufadlures of Surat, feven or 
eight thoufand bales at lead are annually difpatch* 
cd to Bengal. A much greater quantity is fent 
to China, Perfia, and Arabia, when the crops arc 
very. plentiful. If they are moderate, the overplus 
is carried down the Ganges, .where it is always fold 
dt a higher price. 

Though Surat receives, in exchange for her 
exports^ porcelain from China ; filk from Bengal 
and Perfia i mafts and pepper from Malabar; 
gbms, d^tes, dried fruits, copper, and pearl§, from 
Perfia ; perfumes and flaves from Arabia ^ great 
quantities of fpices from the Dutch \ iron, lead, 
cloth, cochineal, and fome hard- wares from the 
Englifh i the balance is fo much in^ her favour, 
as to bring in .yearly twenty-five or twenty-fix 
millions of livres * in ready money. The profit 
would be much greater, if. the riches of the 
court of Delhi >yere not conveyed into another 
channel. r ., -> 

This balance, however, could never rife again 
to what it was \yhen the French-fettled .ai; Sprint 
in 1668. Their leader's name wa> Paron. He 
was a merchant of French -extr^6|:pn, who was 
grow'n old in the fervice of the Dutch Company. 
, Hamilton fays, that thi} aljle man, who ha^d in- 
gratiated himfelf with |h^ erpperor of Japan, had 
obtained leave to build 9 hoyfe for his maflers on 

^ From 1,041,6661. 13s. 4d. to 19083, 3331. 6s. 8d« 
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• ^vf * ^^ ifland where the faddry ftood which was under 
his diredion. This building proved to be a caftlr* 
The natives^ who knew nothing of fortfflcation» 
did not entertain any fufpicion of it* They fur- 
prifed fomc pieces of cannon that were lending 
from Batavia, and informed the court of what 
Was going forward. Caron was ordered to repair 
to Jeddo, to give an account of his conduft. As 
he had nothing reafonable to allege in his vindi«- 
cation^ he was treated with great feverity and 
contempt. His beard was plucked up by the 
rootSi a fooPs cap and coat were put upan him^ 
and in this condition he was expofed to the in- 
fults of the populace, and baniflied from the 
empire. The reception he met with at Java 
gave him a difgufl: againft the intereft he had 
efpoufed ; and, actuated by revenge, he went dvet 
to the French, and became their agent. 

SuRAT, where they had fixed him, did not 
anfwer his idea of a chief fettlcment. He difliked 
the fituation ; he lamented his being obliged t6 
purchafe his fafety by fubmiffionj he forefaw it 
would be a difadvantage to carry on trade in 
competition with richer nations, who knew nwre, 
and were in greater eftecm, than themfclveS, 
He wifhcdto find an independent port in the cen- 
ter of India, or in fome of the Spice Iflands, with- 
out which he thought it impoflible for any CortV- 
pany to fupport jtfelf. The Bay of Trinquemaleji 
in the ifland of Geylon, appeared to him to unite 
dl thefc advantages i and he accordingly failed for 
that place with a powerful fquadron, which had 
been lent him from Europe, under the command 

of 
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of La Haye, who was to aft undtr his diWftion. ^ ^^^^ * 
The French believed, or feigned to believe, that a 
fettleititnt might be made there without ificroach* 
ing up6n thfe rights of the Dutch, whdfc projJerr^ 
had rtever been acknowTegcd by the fovcreign of 
the ifland, with whom the former had entered itith 
a treaty. ' • ' 

All that was alleged might indeed be' thiei 
but the event was not the mofe fbccefsfbf. A 
projed which ought to have been kept a profound 
fecret, was divulged; an expedition which 6ught 
to hav^ been ^ffefted by forptife, was fciecuted 
deliberately; and the French werfe iirtittiidated by 
Hl fleet whfch Was not in i condition to fight, and 
which could not poffibly have received orders to 
hazard 'an engagement. The greater pafrt of th^ 
ihips crews, and of all the' land forces, perifhed by 
Want and fickneft ; fome mcft were left: in a fmall 
fort that had been erefted, where they were foon 
coitipelled to forrender. With the remaining few 
who had iurvived the hardfttips of this^ expedition^ 
the French went in fearch of provifiidns ort &\t coaft 
of Coromandel;' but finding none either ow thi 
Danifh fettlenient of Trinquebaf, Or iny Wher<i 
clfe, impelled by dcfpair, they attacked St. tTio^ 
mas, whdre they were infornried there was great 
plenty. 

This town, which had long been rn a flourifh- 
ing condition, had been built by the Portugaefe 
above a hundrtid years before. The king of Gol-^ 
conda, having conquered the Carnatrc, did not 
lee without regret, fo important a place in foreign 
hands j he fcnt his generals to attack it ih f 66^^ 

S 4 and 
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B o II K and they made tiiemielves mafters of iu The for- 
Ui- ^ -^-» tificatiofls, though coofiderable and in good re« 
pair^ did not flop the. progrefs of the French, 
who took them by.ftorm in 1672. They were 
icon attacked here, and were forced to furrender 
two years after ; becaofe the Dutch, who were at 
war with Le^L XIV., joined with the Indians to 
expell thctn. 

; This laft: event would have entirely ruined the 
enterpriibt after all the cxpence the govemooenc 
had been -at to fupport the Company, had not 
Martin been one of the merchants fent on board 
La Haye's-iiquadron. He colicfted the remains 
of the two . colonies of Ceylon and St, Thomas, 
and.with^ tljcm he peopled the little town of Pon- 
dicherry, that b^ been lately ceded to him, and 
was rifing to a city, when the Company entertained 
good hopes of a new fcttlcment, which they ha4 
now an opportunity of forming in India. , . 
TiieFreoch SoME miflionaries had preached the gofpel at 
toSiam. Siam. They had gained the love of the people 
of that "*" J>y thjir dodrine and by their behaviour. Plain, 
kingdom, good-natured, and humane men, without intrigue 
or avarice, ^hey gave no jealoufy to the govern- 
ment nprito the people; they had infpired them 
with refpedl and love for the French in general, 
and in particular for Lewis XI V. 

A Greek, of a rcftkfs and ambitious fpirit, 
named Conftantine Fauikon, in his travels to Siam, 
had fo far engaged the affections of the prince, that 
in a Ihort time he raifed him to the poft of prime 
minifter, or barcalon j an office which nearly an- 
f^crs to the antient maires of the palace of France. 

Faulkon 
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Faulkon gorvTcmed both the people and the ** P ^ ^■ 
king ia the moft de^tic mannen ,Thc priqj:e.wa$ 
weak, a valetudio^rian, and had no iflue; His 
niinifter conceived a prajefl: to fucceed-hint^ ;; ppf- 
fibly to dethrone iiim. :lt is well.know'xi that theft 
attempts. are as eafy and .as, frequent in abfolut^ 
governmentSjas they are difBculcand uncooimon 
in countries where the prince governs by the rule3 
of juftice; where the origin and meafure.of hi$ 
authority is regulated fa^y fundamental and immu- 
table laws, which are under, the guar^ianihip of 
numbers of able magiftrates., There the enemies 
of the fovereign ihew that they, are enemies of the 
ftate J there, they, find themiclves foon thwarted in 
their defigns by all the forces of the nation; ber 
caufe, by rebelling againft the. chief, they rebel 
againft the Jaws, which are; the (landing and un- 
alterable will of, the nation. 

Faulkon ,,fotrmfid the deCgli of making the 
French fubfefvieht to his fehenrie, -a^ fome lambi- 
tibus men had formerly made.ufc pf ^ guard of fix 
hundred Japanefp^.wh^. had ofien' diipofed of the . 
crown of Siam. He fent ambafladors into France 
in 1684, to.make a tender of his niafter's alliance, 
£0 offer fea- ports to the French merchants, and to 
afk for ftiips and troops-. 

The oftentatious vanity of. Lewis XlV.^took 
advantage of this'emba0y. The flatterers of that 
prince, who was too much e?ctolled, though he cer- 
tainly defcrved commendation, perfuacji&dhim, thap 
hisfame fpread throughout the world^ had procured 
to him the homageof the Eaft, He was not fatis* 
fied with the enjoyment of th?fe vain honours j but 

en- 
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^ %r^ ^ cndcarourcd to improve the difpofitions of the 
king of Siam to the benefit of the India Cooipanyj 
and ftill more of the miffionaries. He fent ont ^ 
fqoadron in which there were a greater number of 
Jefuits than of traders ; and in the treaty which wa^ 
concluded between the two kings, the French 
ambafladors, direfted by the Jefuit Tachard, at-i 
tended much more to the concerns of religion th^ti 
to thofe of commerce. 

The Company ftill entertained gheat hopes of 
the fcttlement at Siam, and thefe hopes were not 
ill-grounded. 

That kingdom, though divided by a ridge of 
mountains that is continued till it meets with the 
rocks of Tartary, is fo prodigiouQy fruitful, that 
many of it's cultivated lands yield two hundred 
per cent. Some will even bear pknttful crops 
fpontaneoufly. The corn, colleded as it was at 
firft produced, without care and without ciouble, 
left as it were to nature, falls off and perifiies ill 
the field where it grew, in order to vegetate agaiii 
in the waters of the fiream that fiows through the 
kingdom. 

Them is, perhaps, no country where fruiti 
grow in fuch plenty and variety, or are fo whole-* 
fome> as in this delightful fpot# Some are pecu- 
liar to the country $ and thofe which are equally 
the produce of other countries have a much finer 
fmell, and are much higher flavoured, than in any 
other part of the world. 

The earth, always covered ^ith thefe trea- 
fures, which are conftantly fpringing up afrefli, 
alio conceals, under a very fupcriicial|urface> mines 

of 
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ef gold, copper, loadftonc, iron, lead, and calirf, 
a fpccits of tin, which is highly valued dirough- 
ouc Afia, 

All thefe advantages arc rendered ufelefs by the 
tnoft dreadful tyranny. A prince corrupted bi/ 
his power, while he is indulging in his* fcraglio^ 
oppfeflfcs his people by his caprices, or foffera 
them to be oppreffed by his indolence. At Siam 
there are no fubjefts, all are (laves. The nrten arc 
divided iftto three claffes : the firft fervc as a guard 
to the nnonarch, till his lands, and are enrployed 
in different nriaiiufadures in his palace. The fe*- 
^ond are appointed to public labours, and to the 
defence of the ftate. The third clafs are deftined 
to fcrve the roagiftrates, the minifters, and princi- 
pal ofBCecs of the kingdom. Every Siamefe ad- 
vanced to any eminent poft, is allowed a c<5ttaili 
"ttUfttber of men who are at his difpofal -, to that the 
-ftUries annexed to great officers are well piid at 
iht court of Siam, becaufe they are not paid iii 
money, but in men, who coft the prince nothing. 
Thefc unfortunate people are regiftered at the age 
of fixteen. Eveoy one on the firft fummoms 
muft repair to the poft afligned him, upon paih 
of being put in irons, or condemned to the 
baftinado. 

In a country where all the- men muft work for the 
government during fix months in theycar, without 
being paid or fubfifted, and during the other fix 
to earn a maintenance for the whole year; in fuch 
a country, the very lands nruift feel the cffe(fts of 
tyranny, and conTequently there is no property. 
The delicious fruits that enrich the gardens of the 

monarch 
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^ ^^^ ^ monarch and the nobles^ arc not fufTcred to 
ripen in thofe of private men. If the foldiers 
who are fent out to examine the orchards difcover 
fome tree laden with choice fruits^ they never fail 
^ mark it f9r the Qrrant's table^ or. that of his 
minifters. -The owner becomes the guardian of it, 
and is anfwerable for the fruit under very feverc 
penalties. . 

The n^en are npt only (laves to m^n^ but alfo 
to the bca^s. The king of Siam keeps a great 
number of elephants. Thofe of his palace arc 
particularly taken care of, and have extraordinary 
honours paid to them. The meaneft have fifteen 
flaves to attend them, who are conftantly employr 
ed in cutting hay, and gathering bananas and 
fugar- canes for them. The king, takes fo much 
pride in thefe creatures, which ar^ of no real uf^, 
that he eftimates his power rather by their ni^oir 
bcr than by that of hi§ provinces. Under prj^ 
tence of feeding thefe animals well^ their attendr 
ants will drive them into gardens and cultivated 
lands, that tKey may trample upon them, unlc^ 
the owners will purchafe an exemption from thefe 
vexations by continual prefents. .No man would 
dare to inclofe hjs field againft t]>e king's eic^ 
phants, many of whom are^jdecorated with ho- 
hourable titles, and. advanced to the highcft dig* 
nities in the ftate. 

These horrprs are reyolting^to our minds j an^ 
yet we have no .right to difcredit them; we who 
boaft of fome philofophy, and of a milder kind 
of government i and who ncver^helefs live in a 
kingdom wh,cre the wretched- peafant is loaded 

with 
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with irons, if he Ihould darfe to mow- his meadow> ^ 00 k 
or to difturb bis field during the feafon of the 
coupling and hatching of the partridges j where 
he is obliged to leave his vines to the mercy of the 
rabbits, and fufFer his harveft to become a prey 
to deecs, ftags, and boars ; and where he would 
be fentenced to the galleys, if he had the bold- 
nefs t6 ftrike, either with his whip, or with a ftick, 
any of thefe voracious animals. 

Suck various afts of tyranny make the Siamefe 
deteft their native country, though they confider it 
as the beft upon earth. Moll of them fly from op- 
preflion into the forefts, where they lead a favage 
life, infinitely preferable to that of fociety corrupt- 
ed by defpotifm. So great is this defertion, that, 
from the port of Mergui to Juthia the capital of 
the ernpire, one may travel for a week together^ 
without meeting with the leaft fign of population, 
through an immenfe extent of country, well water- 
ed, the foil of which is excellent, and ftill bears 
I 

the marks of former cultivation. This fine coun- 
try is now over-run with tigers. 

It was formerly inhabited by men. Befide the 
natives, it was full of fettlements that had been 
fucceflively formed there by the nations fituated to 
the call of Afia. T^eir inducement was the im- 
menfe trade carried on there. All hiftorians atteft, 
that in the beginning of the fixteenth century a 
great number of fliips came into thefe roads every 
year. The tyranny which prevailed foon after, 
fucceflively deftroyed the mines, the manufaftures, 
and agriculture. All the foreign merchants, and 
even thofe of the nation, were invdved in the 

fame 
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* %0 ^ fto* ruin. Tlie ftatc fell into confudon, and con* 
»-^>^i>/ fequcntly became languid. TKc French, oo 
fheir arrival, fouiid it thus reduced. General po-^ 
v^rtjr prevailed, and none of the arts were exer* 
Cifed I while the people were under the domintcuv 
of a defpotic tyrant, who, in attempting to mo^ 
nopf^ize all the trade, locvitahly deftroyed it* 
The few ornaments and articles of luxury that wene 
coniumed at court, and in the houfes of the great, 
came from Japan* The Siamefe held the Japancfe 
in high eftimation, and preferred their works to 
all others. 
aiaimtafef ij was no eafy matter to divert them from this 
FMnch attachment, aqd yet it was the only way of pro*- 
Z^UuiL curing a demand for the produce of French in*» 
^wJidb duftry. If any thing could cffeft this change, it 
tbT^rf was the Chriftian religion, which Uw? priefts of the 
tiKou foreign miflions had preached to them, and not 
without fuccefs ; but the Jefuits, too much de- 
voted to Faulkon, who began to be odious, abuied 
the favour they enjoyed at Court, and drew upon 
themfclves the hatred of the people. This odium 
was transferred from them to their religion. They 
built churches before there were any chriftians to 
frequent them. They founded monafteries, and 
by thefe proceedings occafioned the common 
people and the Talapoys to revolt. The Talapoys 
arc the monks of the country j fome of whom lead 
a iolitary life, and others are bufy intriguing men. 
They preach to the people the doftrines and pre* 
cepts of Sommona Kodom. That lawgiver of the 
Siamefe was long honoured as a fage, and hasfince 
been revered as a god, or as an emanation of the 

deity, 
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^J<y, ^ foil of God. A variety of rritrvcHoiis ftorles • ^^^ * 
p^rc tol4 of this man : He lived vpon one grain of 
rice a-day. He pulled out one of ,his eyes to give 
(o a poor mani having nothing elfe to beftow oa 
him* Another tinne he, gave away his wife. He 
commanded the ftarsi the rivers^ and the movmr 
t^ins. But he h^d a brother^ who frcquenjdy opr 
ppfed hi$ defigns for the good of mankind. Go4 
avenged him^ and crucified that unhappy brother. 
Thi$ fable had prejudiced the Si^mefc a^nft the 
religion of a crucified God ; and they could not 
>wor(hip Jefus Chri(!:> becaufe he died the fame 
death a$ the brother of Soonnona Kodoni« 

If the French could not carry their commod>* 
^ies to Siftffij they could tt leaft gradually infpire 
itfhe pwpk wkh a tsAc for tbemi prepare the way 
A>r a great trade with this country, and avail 
jJiiemfy ves of th^at which adu^Uy offered, to opea 
coRn^ions wi^h all jche eaft. The Htuatioa o( 
ib^t kingdom between two gulphsi where it eX'- 
tends one hundred and fixty leagues ak>ng the fear 
co^ft on the one gulpfa, and about two hundred 
on thp otbcr^^ womUJ have opened the navjgatioa 
of al} the k^$ In that part of the wofld* The 
fortrefs of Bancoc built at the mouth of the Menan> 
which had been put Uito jthe ^ands of the FreQ<:h> 
was an e^^c^lent pi^c for all crapfa£tion$ they 
flight have had with Cbina> the Philippinesj or 
-any of the eafte rn parts of India, . Mergui, th^ 
priftdpai pprf of ^^ kingdofn, and one of |hp 
t>eit in A&ai whi^h had likewife been ceded to 
/lhem»wsoiuldh^egfTaily6^iUtated their trade witb 
the W9ik Qf Cori^nnudBli a^d cjbiefly with Bengal. 

15 
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B CM> K j( fecurcd to them an advantageous intercourse 
with the kingdoms of Pegu, Ava, Arracan, and 
Lagos, countries ftill more barbarous than Siam> 
but where the fineft rubies in the world, and fome 
gold duft are to be found. All thefe countries, as 
well as Siam, produce the tree which yields that 
valuable gum, with which the Chinefe and Ja- 
panefe make their varniftij and whoever is in 
pofleinon of this commodity, may be certain of 
carrying on a very lucrative trade with China and 
Japan. 

Beside the advantage of meeting with good 
fettlements, which were no expence to the Com- 
pany, and might throw into their hands a great 
part of the trade of the eaft, they might have 
brought home from Siam, ivory, logwood>like that 
which is cut in the bay of Campeachy, a great 
'de^l of cadla, and all the buffalo and deer- (kins 
that the Dutch formerly brought from thence. 
They might have grow'n pepper there, and, pof- 
fibly, other fpices which were not to be found in 
the country, as the people did not underftand the 
culture of them, and becaufe the wretched inha- 
bitants -of 'Siam are fo indifferent to every thing, 
that nothing fucceeds with them. ' 

The French paid no regard to thefe obje6te. 
The faftors of the Company, the officers, and the 
Jefuits, were equally ignorantof trade : the whole 
attention of the latter was taken up in converting 
the natives, and making themfelves matters df 
them. At laft, after having given. but^ a we^ 
aflVftance to Faulkon at the inftant when hie Was 
ready to execute his defigns, they were involved 

I in 
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in his difgrace j and the fortrefles of Mergui and ^ 9,J^ ^ 
Bancoc, defended by French troops, were taken Ui-* v *--^ 
from them by the moft cowardly of all people. 

During the Ihort time that the French were views of 
Tcttled at Siam, the Company endeavoured to upon Ton- 
eftablifh themfclves at Tonquiri* They flattered cochin. 
thcmfelves that they might trade with fafety and f^'^lpon'^oV 
advantage with a nation which had for about feven «^«»««o"a- 
centuries been inrtru<5tedby the Chinefe. Theifm 
prevails among them> which is the religion of 
. Confucius, whofe precepts and writings are there 
holden in greater veneration than even in China. 
But there is not the fame agreement as in China 
in the principles of government, religion, laws, 
opinion, rites, and ceremonies : and though Ton- 
quin has the fame law-giver, it is far from having 
the fame fyftem of morality. We find there 
neither that refpeft for parents, that love for the 
prince, thofe reciprocal afFeftions, nor thofe ib-- 
cial virtues, which are met with in China ; nor 
-have they the fame good order, police, induftry, 
or activity. 

IThis nation,^ which is devoted to exceflive in- 
dolence, and is voluptuous without tafte or deli- 
, cacy> lives in conftant diftruft of it*s fovereigns 
. and of ftrangers. It is doubtful whether this mif- 
. trull proceeds from a natural reftleflfnefs of tem- 
per, or whether their fpirit of fedition be owcn to 
this circumftance, that the Chinefe fyftem of mo- 
. rality has enlightened the people without im- 
. proving the government. Whatever be the pro- 
. grefs of knowlege, whether it come from the people 
to the government, or from that to the people, it 
Vol. II. T is 
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* ^v^ ^ ^^ neceflary that both fliould be enlightened at the 
fame tinne, or elfe the ftate will be expofed to 
fatal revolutions. Accordingly> in Tonquin, there 
is a continual ftruggle between the eunuchs who 
govern, and the people who impatiently bear the 
yoke. Every thing languifhes and tei>ds to ruin,i 
in confequence of thefe diflentions ; and the ca-* 
lamities muft increafe, till the people have com- 
pelled their matters to grow wifer, or the mafteri 
have rendered their fubjefts quite infenfible. 
The Portuguefe and the Dutch, who had attempt- 
ed to form fome connexions in Tonquin, had 
, been forced to give them up. The French were 
not more fuccefsful. N6 Europeans have fince 
carried on that trade, except fome few mer- 
chants of Madrafs, who have alternately forfakeh 
and refumed it. They divide with the Chinefe 
the exportation of copper and ordinary filks^ 
the only commodities of any value thit country 
affords. 

CocHiNCHiNA lay too near to Stam not to draw 
the attention of the French; and theywould pro- 
bably have fixed there, had they had fagacity 
enough to forefee what degree of fplehdour that 
rifmg ftate would one day acquire. The Euro- 
peans are indiebted to a philofophical traveller for 
what little they know with certainty of that fiiie 
country. The following is the refuk of his ob- 
fervations : 

When the French arrived in thofe clittaht 
regions, they learned, that, about half a ^fltui-y 
before, a prince of Tonquin, as he fled from his 
fovereign^who purfued him as a rebels had with his 

foldiers 
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foldiers and «idhercnts ;crofled the river, which ^ ^^ ^ 
.ferves as aibanricr between Tonquin and Cochin- 
.oliina^ Th^ fagitives, wjio wer€ warlike and 
civHitcd people, foon cxipeiied the fcattered in- 
(habitants, who wandered about without any fo- 
ciety or form of .government, or without ang^ 
law,-eRp€pt^hat of mutiaal intcreft, which prompt- 
ed them not to iiyure one another* Here they 
{founded an empire upon the bafis of agricultune 
.andt,pr<?perfy, K\ce was tbs.food the jooft cafdy 
fCAJkivated^.^fld the^ijiiG^pl^arifuJi upon this article, 
.therefonci the new/c^sifts beftowcd their firft 
attencion, Xlve iiea ^nd the ri viers attra(5ted a 
JWHanbtjrfof itihabitants tojtheirijord^ivs, by the pro- 
'fufion,.^ eufteljent |v|b;fhey afforded. Domeftic 
animal§ wer« br^dw the country ; fome for fooc^ 
others for labour. Xh^ . i^nJiabitants cultivated 
the tre^s they were naqft in want oi, fuch as the 
XKWon /for ]their clofhirng, The mounc^ins and 
fbrefts, which could not be cultivated, afforded 
iviid fowl, metals, guims, perfumes^, and wood of 
an BxceHcDt ictnd. Thefe produftions ferved a/s 
4b many raatccials, irteaps, and objeflss of com- 
merce. Onehundned gatti^s were builtj which 
^at itonibasly^mplc^ed .in defeading^the coa{b Cbf 
the kingdom. 

• All cbefe ifcveral adraaatages of nature were 
ii^eU beAow»d itpon a people q( a mild and hu« 
1fnane>difpafilion, which they partly owe to their 
^omen : iwhcndier .jd&i^ inSuencc they acquire be 
owcnfifto their beauty, or whether it be the parti- 
cashLT(tsffc& df 'their affidfuicy ami of their, ilcill in 
bofineis, ishot e^fy to dstermine : in general w^ 
) T a obferve. 
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BOOK obferve, that in the firft beginning of all focictie^, 
the women arc fooner civilized than the men. 
Even their weaknefs, and their fqdentary life, 
their being more taken wp with various detaib^ 
and with cares of a lefs important nature, furnifh 
them fooner with that knowlcge and experience, 
and incline them to thofe domeftic atttachmcnts, 
which are the firft promoters and ftrongeft ties of 
fociety. . This is, perhaps, the reafoh Why, ih 
many fav'age nations, the women are intrufted 
with the adminiftration of civil government, which 
is but a higher degree of domeftic oeconomy. 
So long as the ftate is but as one great faitiily> the 
women are capable of undertaking thV manage- 
ment of it. Then, undoubtedly, the people are 
happieft, efpecially in a climate where' riature haS 
left but little for man to do. • - '^ z\. . 
StrcH is the climate of Cocbinthina, Aif^ord^ 
ingly, the people, though but imperfeftty civili- 
zed, enjoy that happinefs which might excite the 
envy of more improved focieties. They have 
ncithef robbers lior beggars. Every one is at li* 
berty to live, at his oWh bdufe, or at his neigh^- 
bour*s, A traveller freely enters a houfe in any 
village, fits down to table, eats and drinksj 
without being invited or aflced any queftions, and 
then goes away without acknowleging the civility* 
He is a man, and therefore a friend and rela- 
tion of the family. If he were a foreigner, he 
would excite more curio&ty, but would be equally 
welcome; ' 

These cuftoms are the relics of the govern- 
ment of the firft iix kings of Cochinchina, and 

derived 
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derived from the original qontraft entered into ® ^^^ ^ 
between the. nation and their leader, before they 
eroded the river that divides Tonquin from Co- 
chinchina, Thefe men were weary of oppreffipn. 
They dreaded the like calamity, and therefore took 
care to guard agairift the abofe of authority, which 
16 fo apt to tranfgrels it*s due limits, if not kept 
under fome rcftraint,.\ Their chief, who had fee 
them an example of liberty, aad taught them to 
revolt, promifed. them that felicity which he him- 
fclf chofc to enjoy j that of a juft, mild, and pa^ 
rental government. He cj.iltivated with them 
the land in which they had all taken reftjge. He 
Hcver demanded any thing of them, except 
an annual and voluntary contribution, to enable 
him to defend the nation againft the tyrant of 
Tonquin, Avho, for a long time, purfued them 
beyond the river which fep4rate4 them from 

. Tpis primitive contraft was religioufly obfervr 
cd for upwards of a century, under five or fix 
fucceflTors of that brave deliverer : but at laft it 
has b^en infringed. The reciprocal and folemn 
engagement between the king apd his people is, 
ftill renewed every year in the face of heaven and 
earth, in a general aflfembly qf the whole nation^ 
collefted in an open fijcld, where ithe oldefl man pre- 
fides, and where the king oqly aflifts as a private 
pcrfon. He ftill honours ^nd protefts agriculture, 
tut does not, like his predecjeflTorS;^ fet the ex- 
ample of labour to his fubjefts. When he fpeaks 
of them, he ftill fays, they are my children y but 
they are po longer fo. Hi3 courtiers haye ftiled 

T 3 them- 
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^ %^ ^ themfclvcs his flaves, tod hare giveo him th^ 
pompous and facrikgious tttk of king of beavem. 
From that moment^ men muft have appeared tc^ 
him but as fo many iflfefb creeping on tho 
ground. The gold whiclL he has taken out of tfaf 
mines, has put a ftop to agriculture. He hat 
dcfpifcd the honr>ely roof of his anceftors^ and 
would build a palace. It*s circumference has beeiv 
marked out, dnd is a league in extent. Thou&nds 
of cannon planted round the walls of this pal^^re, 
make it formidable to the people. A defpotic 
monarch refides there, who in a (hort time will be 
fecludcd from the eyes of the pcoj^ ; and this 
concealment, which charafterifes the majefty of 
eaftern kings, will fubftitute the tyrant to the fa- 
ther of the nation. 

The difcovery of gold has naturally brought on 
that of taxes ; and the admrniftration of the 
finances will foon take place of civil legiflation 
and focial contraft. Contributions are no longer 
voluntary, but extorted. Defigning men go to 
the king's palace, and craftily obtain the privilege 
of plundering the provinces. With gold they at 
once purchafe a right of committing crimes and 
the privilege of impunity^ they bribe the cour- 
tiers, elude the vigilance of the magiftrates, and 
opprefs the hufbandman. The traveller already 
fees, as he paffcs along, fallow grounds, and whole 
villages forfaken by their inhabitants. This king 
cf heaven^ like the gods of Epicurus, carelefsly 
fufFcrs plagues and calamities to vex the land* 
He is ignorant of the fufferings and diftreffes of 
his people, who will foon faJl into a ftate of anni- 
hilation^ 
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hiUtion, like che favages whofe territories they * ^j^^ ^ 
now poflefs. All nations governed by defpotifm 
muft inevitably perifli in this manner. If Cochin- 
chin^ fliould relapfe into that ftate of confufion 
out of which it enderged about a hundred and 
fifty years ago, it >^ill be wholly difregarded by 
$he navigators who now frequent the ports of that 
kingdom. The Chinefe, who carry on the greatefl: 
tr^de there, get in exchange for their own com- 
modities wood for fmall work, and timber for 
building houfes and (hips. 

They alfo export from thence an immenfe 
quantity of fugar, the raw at four livres * a hun- 
dred weight, the white at eight f, and fugar- 
c^ndy at ten J : very good filk, fattins, and pitre, 
the fibres of a tree, not unlike the banana, which 
they fraudulently mix in their manufactures : 
black and ordinary tea, which ferves for the con* 
jTunription of common people : and fuch excellent 
cinnamon, that it fcUs three or four times dearer 
than that of Ceylon. There is biit a fmall quan- 
tity of this ^ as it grows only upon one mountain, 
which 1$ always furrounded with guards. . Excel- 
lent pepper is another article; and fuch pure 
iron, that they work it as it comes out of the 
mine, without fmelting: gold of three and twenty 
carrats, which is found there in greater plenty 
than in any other part of the Eaft : aloes-wood, 
which is more or lefs efteemed as it is more or kfs 
refinous. The pieces that contain moft of thjs 
refin are common Jy taken from the heart, or frqip 

♦ 3s. 4d. f 6s. 8d. t 8s. 44« 
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^ ^iv^. ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^' They are called calunbac^, 
and are always fold for their weight in gold to the 

Chinefc, who account them the higheft cordial in 
nature. They are carefully preferved in pewter- 
boxes, to keep therp from drying. When they 
are to be adminiftered, they are ground upon a 
marble, with fuch liquids as are beft fuited to the 
diforder they arc intended to remove. The in- 
ferior kind of aloes-wood, which always fells for 
a hundred livres* a pound at leaft, is carried to 
Perfia, Turkey, and Arabia. They ufe it to per- 
fume their clothes, and fometimes their apart- 
ments, upon very extraordinary occafions, and 
then they mix it with amber. It is alfo em- 
ployed for another purpofe. A cuftom prevails 
among thefe nations, when they are defirous of 
Ihewing their vifitors great marks of civility, to 
prefent them with pipes, then with coffee and 
fweetmeats. When converfation begins to grow 
languid, the fherbet is brought in, which is 
looked upon as a hint to depart. As foon as thp 
ftranger rifes to go away, they bring in a little pan 
with aloes-wood, and perfume his beard, fprink- 
ling it with rofe-water. 

Though the French, who had fparce any thing 
elfe to bring but cloth, lead, gunpowder, and 
brimftone, were obliged to trade with Cochin- 

* * * 

china chiefly in money, yet they were ynder a 
necefTity of purfijing this trade in competition 
with the Chinefe. This inconvenience might have 
been obviated by the profit that woqld have bce^ 

• 4K 3s. ^d, 
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made upon goods fcnt to Europe, or fold in ^ ^^ ^ 
India ; but it is now too late to attcnnpt it. Pro- 
bity and honefty, the effentials of an afting and 
lading trade, are forfaking thefe regions, which 
were formerly fo flourifhing, in proportion as the 
government becomes arbitrary, and confequently 
unjuft. In a Ihort time no greater number of 
fhips will be feen in their harbours than iathofe of 
the neighbouring dates, where they were fcarcely 
know'n. 

However this may be, the French Company 
driven from Siam, and without hopes of fettling 
at the extremities of Afia, began to regret their 
faftory at Surat, where they dared not appear 
again, fince they had left it without paying their 
debts. They Had lod the only market they knew 
of for their cloths, their lead, and their iron 5 and 
they were continually at a lofs in the purchafc of 
goods to anfwer the capricious demands of the 
mother-country, arid the wants of the colonies. 
By fulfilling all their former engagements, they 
might have recovered the privilege they had for- 
feited. The Mogul government, which would 
have wiftied to fee a greater number of (hips re* 
Ibrting to Surat, often folicited the French to 
fatisfy thefe claims ; for they preferred them to the 
Englifb, who had purchafcd of the court an 
exemption from all duties. Whether it were for 
want of honedy, of (kill, or of means, certain it 
i^ that the Company never could remove the re- 
prbach they had incurred. They confined their 
whole attention to the fortifying of Pondicherry, 

when 
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B o o K when they were fuddenly prevented by a hloodjr 
u— .y^lw war^ which had it's origin in remote caufes. 
The French Xhe Dorthem Barbarians who had overturned 
cov-r Pod- ibc ^omon empire, that was miftrefs of the world, 
thVr orVnci. eftabliflicd a form of government which would 
]^^^^ not admit of augmenting their conquefts, and 
kept every ftate within it's natural limits. The 
abolition of the feudal laws, and the alterations 
^onfequent upon it, feemed to tend a fecond time 
' to eftablilh a kind of univerfal monarchy ; but the 

^uftrian power, weakened by the great extent of 
it's pofleOions, and their diftance from each other, 
could not fubvert the bulwarks that were raifing 
againft it. After a whole century pafled in con- 
tefts, hopes, and difappointments, it was forced 
(o yield (o a nation, whofe lirength, pofitioq, and 
aftivity, rendered her more formidable to the li- 
berties of Europe. Richelieu and Mazarine be* 
gan this revolution by their intrigues. Turenne 
and Conde completed it by their victories. Col- 
bert fettled it by the introdydion of arts, and of 
all kinds of induftry. If l-ewis XIV. who may 
be faid to have been not, perhaps, the greateft 
monarch of his age, but one who beft fupported 
the dignity of the throne, had been more mo- 
derate in the exercife of his power, and the fenfc 
oi his grandeur, it is difficult to determine how 
far he might have carried his good fortune. His 
vanity proved detrimental to his ambition. After 
bending his own fubjects to his will, he wanted to 
exert the fame power over his neighbours. Hi3 
pride raifed him more enemies, than his influence 

and 
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^odhis genius could fupply him with ailies and R Q a i^ 
ircfourccs. He was delighted with the flatteries of 
his panegyirifts and courtiers, who promifcd him 
U|)iverral monarchy -$ and the pleaiure he took ia 
thefe adulatlon£|, contributed iliU naore than the 
extent of his power to infpire a dread of uaiverfal 
Conqueft and flavery,^ The diftreffes a^d invec-^ 
jtives of his proteftant fubjedts^ difperfed by a ty- 
rannical fanaticifm^ completed the hatred he had 
incurred by his fuccefies, and by the abufc be had 
fnade of bis profpcricy. 

The Prince pf Orange, a man of a fteady, up-' 
right difpofition, and of a penetrating judgment, 
endowed with every virtue that is confiftent with 
ambition, became the chief inftigator of all thefc 
refentmonts, which he bad ioi^g fomented by hi^ 
fiegociations and his emiffariefi* France w^s at-» 
tacked by the moft formidabje confederacy re-^ 
jj^rded in hiftory, and yet flie w^s conftantly, and 
\n all parts, triumphant. 

.She was not fo fuccefsful i-n A0a as i«i £urope# 
The Dutch firft endeavoured to prevail upon the 
fiatives to attack Pandichcrry, which they cguld 
pever be compelled to reftore. The Indian prince, 
to whom they applied for that purpofe, was not 
to be bribed to agree to fo perfidious a propofal : 
His conftant anfwer was, "Tie French have bought 
fbat plact^ it wtmld be unjufi io fum ihem mt. What 
the Raja refufed to do, the Dutch did thom&lves : 
f:hey befieged the town in 1693, and were obliged 
to reftore it at the peace of Ryfwick, in a much 
better condition than they found it, 

Martin 
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B o o K Martin was again appointed dircftor, and 
managed the affairs of the Company with that 
wifdom, (kill, and integrity, which was expedted 
from him. That able and virtuous merchant in* 
vited many new fettlers to Pondicherry, and made 
the place agreeable to them, by the good order 
he maintained there, and by his moderation and 
juftice. He acquired the favour of the neigh- 
bouring princes, whofe friendfliip was of confe- 
quence to a weak and infant fettlement. He chofe 
or formed proper perfons, whom he fent to the 
markets of Afia, and to the feveral princes of 
that empire. He had perfuaded :the French, that 
as they were come laft to India, that as they 
found themfelves there in a weak condition, and 
could not expeft any affiftance from their own 
country, they had no other way of fucceeding, 
but by infpiring the natives with a favourable 
opinion of their charafter. He induced them to lay 
afide that levity, and thofe contemptuous airs, 
which fo often make their nation infuffcrable - to 
ftrangers. They grew modeft, gentle, and atten«- 
tive to buGnefs j they learned the art of behaving 
fuitably to the genius of the feveral nations, and 
to particular circumftances. Thofe who did not 
confine themfelves to the Company's fervice, fre* 
qucnting different courts, became acquainted 
with the places where the fined duffs were ma- 
nufaftured, the daples where the choiced com- 
modities were to be met with, and, in ftort, with 
all the particulars rdative to pbc inland trade of 
every country, 

Ali, 
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; All ^hat Martin had it in his power to acconi- book 
plifh, was to lay the foundation of future fuccefs \^. '^'-^ 
to the Company, by the good opinion he gave of 
\<he French, by the pains he took to train up 
agents, by the informations he gained, and by the 
good order he maintained in Pondicherry, which 
Amly acquired new inhabitants s but all this was 
-not fufficiemto reftore the declining ftate of the 
cCotnpany, fubjeft from it's infancy to fuch dif- 
orders as muft at length certainly deftroy it. 
: ^'His firft pUn was tp eftablifli a great empire at Decline ©f 
Madagflfc^* , A fmgle voyage carried over fijc- comprn^,** 
tcm htodred and eighty-eight perfons, who were «ic*^f j^^ 
'iitede>tp exped a delightful climate and a rapid 
rfoittune, and foui^ nofhing but famine, difcord, 
<and death.; '• 

- So unfortunate a beginning difcouraged the * 
^adventurers from an undertaking, which thiey had 
^cntered upon merely with a vi^w to folloNy the 
^example of others, or in compliance with folici- 
tfttidns. The pwriers of ihares had not made 
igood their payments with fo much punctuality as 
is required in commercial affairs. Thp govern- 
ment, which Jiad engaged tq advance, without 
iritereft, a fifth, part of the fums thse Company were 
to receive, and which as yet was only bound tp 
iurnifh two millions *, again drew the fame fum 
out of the public trcafury, in hopes of fuppprting 
the work it had begun. Some time after, it's 
^enerofity was carried ftill further, in making a 
free gift of what at firfl was only lent, 

• ^30331- 6s. 8d* 

This 
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% (0 o it This encouragement from the mmidry could 
not, however, crraWe the Company to proceed in 
their defigns. They were forced to cofifine them 
to Suntt and Pondicherry j and to abandon their 
fcttlcwrents at Bantam, Rajapore, TiMcri, Mazu- 
lipatim, Gombrooh, and Skm. Hb4oubttiiqr 
liad too many faftofies, and fomc were 81 Rp^ 
^itd I but the inabilhy tJiey wefre lAyder of &^ 
potting them, was tht only reafon that they irtit 
abandoned. 

ISooN after this, it became necciftry to intake 

ttnther advances. Ih 1^682, they ^avt permiffiioa 

indifcriminately to Prench fubfeSts and h^gncts 

to trade to the Eaft- Indies feir *>^ years, on :tkt 

Company's fiitps "paying the fi*e4ght dtiat (Vxnild late 

agreed upon s and on condition that <lhe igtoda 

^^oght home fiioald be depofi^ in the Com-- 

pany*s warehoufes, ibid at the tfinne itrmc mish 

^theit'«, and he fidbjeA to a duty of £vc per e/M. 

The public & ^e^gerly cansekifio tim fipepoSA^ 

H^ the tdittK^oTfi tfitertained ^est hopes £rom 

^e increafe ^f ^he4e fmall profits, whdck ^MuU 

^ conftant without any lifque. B\A the ^ro- 

f)!FietoTS, lefs ienfible <if xhefe modtirate advdii^ 

tftges, than je^^loiis of the ^greot, profits made by 

the free traders, in two years t?ime obtained a repeal 

*t/( this regulatioh, amd their charter vemamed att 

Jtflllbrce. 

To fuppott this monopoly with (mat decency, t 
fund was wanting, Itti 1684, the Company obtam*- 
ed from government « caU upon all the prgprie^ 
tors, amounting ta a fourth part of their property 5 
and in cafe any of them failed to pay the fum re- 
quired^ 
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quFred, their whole (hare was to be ma^e oVrt" to ^ ^^ ^^ 
thofe who fhould pay it for them, after having 
reimburfed them a fourth of their capital. Whe- 
ther from perverfenefs, from partic^ular motim, 
or from inability, many did not pay, fo thattheit 
fhares loft three-fourths of their original v^luei 
knd, to the cJifgrace of the nation, threrc were mch 
barbarous and unjuft enotigh to enrich themfelvcfe 
With their fpoils. 

An expedient fo difhohOurablc enabled iliem 
to fit out a few (hips fOr A(iaj but nfew want^ 
were foon felt. Their cruel (ituation, whic^h con- 
tinually grew worfe, put 'them upon demanding 
of the proprietors, ih 1697, th'e reftitution of tht 
dividends of ten and twenty per cent. Vhich they 
liad received in 1687 and 1691. So extraordinary 
a propofal raifed a general clamour. The Com- 
pany were obliged tohave recourfe to the tifuil 
method of borrowing. Thefe loans became moi*e 
"burdcnfome, the more they Were inultipHed, ^s 
the fecurity was more precarious. 

As the Coippany was ih want both of money ancl 
credit, the emptinefs of their coffers put it out of 
their power to aSbrd thofe advantages, and th^lt 
encouragement to the merchant in India, without 
which he will neither work, nor fet others to work. 
This inability reduced the Frerich fales to nothing. 
It is demonftraSle, that from 1664 to 1684, that 
is, in the fpace of twenty years, the fufn total of 
their produce did not exceed nine milliotis Ortc 
hundred thoufand livres *. 

* 379,i661. r38.'4d. 
4 To 
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B o o c Xo thcfc had been added other abufes. The 
condu& of the acjminiftrators and agents for the 
Company had not been property direfted, or care- 
fuUy looked into. The capital had been brokeii 
into, and dividends paid out of the (lock, which 
ought only to have arifen from the profits. The 
ieaft brilliant, and Icaft profperous of all reigns, 
had exhibited a model for a commercial company* 
The trade to China, the eaficft, the fafeft, and 
the moft advantageous that is carried on with Afia, 
had been given up to a particular body of mer- 
chants. 

The bloody war of 1689 added to the calami- 
ties of the India Company, even by the very fuc- 
ceffes of France. Swarms of privateers, fitted 
out from the fcveral harbours in the kingdom, 
annoyed, by their vilgiance and bravery, the trade 
of Holland and England. In their numberlefs 
prizes were found a prodigious quantity of India 
goods, which were retailed at a low price. The 
Company, who by this competition were forced 
-to fell under prime coft, endeavoured to find out 
fome expedient to fave themfelves from this dan- 
ger, but could think of none that was recodcile- 
able with the intereft of the privateers ; nor did 
the minifter think proper to facrifice an ufeful fet 
of men to a body, which had fo long wearied him 
with their necefCties and complaints. 

Beside thefe, the Company had many more 
caufes of difcontent. The financiers had lhew*n 
an open hatred for them, and were continually 
oppofing or confining them. Supported by thofe 
vile aflbciates which they always have at cpurt, 

they 
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they endeavoured to put an end to the Indian ■ ° ° ^ 

M W m 

trade, under the fpccious pretence of encouraging 
the home manufadurcs. The govcrnnient was at 
firfl: afraid of being expofed to reproach, by depart** 
ing from, the principles of Colbert, and repealing 
the moft folemn edids : but the farmers of the 
revenue found means to render thofe privileges 
ufelefs, which the miniftry would not abolilh, and 
the Company no longer enjoyed, without being 
abfolutely deprived of them. 

Heavy duties were fucceffively laid upon all 
India goods. Half a year feldom pafled without 
fomc new regulation, fomctimes to allow, fome- 
timcs to.prohibit, the ufq of thefe commpditics : 
there was a continued fcenc of contradiftions in a 
part of adminiftration, that would have required 
jfteady and invariable principles. All thefe varia- 
tions gave the Europeans reafon to thinks that 
trade would with difficulty bt eflablifhed in a 
kingdom where all depends upon the caprices 
C^ a; minifter, or the intereft of thofe who go« 
vcrn, 

The qoaduft of a^ ignorant aqd corrupt ad- 
miniftration, the levity and ijppatience of the 
proprietors, the intcrefted views of the comp- 
trollers of finance, the opprcffive fpirit of the 
tjrcafury, joined to other caufcs, had prepared the 
ruin of :t^e Company. The mifcries of the war, 
carried on for the Spanilh fuccefllonj haftened their 
deftruftion. 

V EvBRY refource was e^haufted. The moft fan- 
guine faw no profpeft of their being able to fend 
out a fleet. Befides, if by unexgcdlcd good for- 

VoL.II. U tune 
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' ^.^ '^ tune ibnoe few weak vcflcls Ibould be fitted ou^ 
it was to be feared thejr migbt be feizcd in Europe* 
x>r in India^ by difappoioted creditors, who muft 
necefiarily be exafperaced. Thefc powerful mo* 
tires determined the Company in 1707, to conr 
ftnt that fonie rich merchants ihould fend their 
own fli»ps to India, upon condition that they 
ihould aUow the Company fifteen per ient. profic 
jipon the goods they Ibou^ bring homcj and the 
right of taking fuch fliare in thofe (hipKS as their 
cireumftanccs ihould admit of. Soon a&er this> 
they were even reduced to make over the whok 
and exclufive exercife of their privilege fio iboie 
|)rivateers of St. Malo, fliU reicrving the iamr 
conceflion, which for fome years pad had a cer«^ 
tain degree kept them from ruin» 

NoTWiTHSTANDiNo this dcfpcratc ficiiation, in 
4714 they folkited the renewal of their ^arfier, 
which was nearly expired, and which chty hoA 
enjoyed for half a centnry. Although they Jhul 
none of their capiul kft^ and thiit their debi$ 
amounted to ten miUions *> yet the miniftry^ wh^ 
did not know, or would not perceive, that mea- 
fures mofe prudential might be adopted, gri 
them an indulgence for te^i years longer, 
new regulaitton was thwarted by the moft in* 
credible revolution that the finances of tb^ kangi» 
dom ever experienced ^ the caufe and effbAs of 
which will be more readily comprehended by 
thofe who will take the trouble to follow us ia 
cur review of the moft diftant periods of the 
monarchy* 

♦ 416,6661. jjs. 4<l. 



In tttB Mast lusii *.Ws8t ifXtiiii ^ i^t 

We ffe entirely uflarqaAm«ed wkh thttmjlinit * ^^^ * 



ih wfeteh iheprimitive OkiJls filp^plted thfe fcveral 
Inuus' of thr c6flfedera«c ItWdits of wMch khey ^mS* 
livdre^ mfemberti Theil- defceneWnn, liridfef the SlJ^^SLS 
flomtnioit of thfe Rdrtiansj paid noothet^ tax than J^^^f 
the fifth of the fruit of their trees, andtlifc tfeiith c^Jie^ . 
of the pr0dtl€fe of their liarvstfts, in kind; ' ^ mwufchr. 

Tttfi hifipafl:* was'ab6!?ftied at the fH^atkin of 
the FcSiVksV'who did not ftiyftftute BTtf-dih^iti 
KfcU iJP^t.^' The foverctgn, '/or" ^iis 'fft-ivatg; 
pencciy a^wiell a^Tor thi'Wclgctices of'tKeftatei 
had H^' crth^r >evfen«e thkn Yhit ^^hieh fifr afddired 
from hh larjds, whieh'^re^exterifflfe Tirid'nu- 
metipiW*- T^ey vttri covcrtid whh wbdds> pondsi 
breeds "df horfes, catttey and flaves^ ttidei^ ' Ih* 
toJiduft of an aftive dl«ieftlSpi Vhofe'buflnefs it 
^» t0 maintain order> tb trtlebiirage indUftryi 
iMid w infure plenty* The court went to liv< 
fucceflively Upon thfeftl'dom^rins^ which vfdtk cn^ 
tifcly laid dut'irt ufiSful produdliortSi* and'what 
they did nov confume ^as fold fb? other ptiriJafifs* 
The c^iageB Wanted for the journeys of "the 
p9\nc^ Ifrert; furfiilhed by the people^ and th# 
"hoble^ (bpplied their fovei^clgh with d'i-efidcnee 
tnd proviitons. It was^ cuRdi^a)^ to make him a 
prefetit of greater Or left vahie at hi^ ^ep^rture j 
fkiid thii teftimdny of regard was rftefwards 
changed into an irtlpoftj tindef the title of drcit 
de gife *i when the heads of the ftate wcfe dif* 
gufted off this Wandering life. With theft few 
rcfoureefe, itid fome othdr fuccoursi always df a 

v:. 1/ ♦ Tax. of ae&deiict^ , 

• - ' Ua ttiflirig 
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^ %? ^ triflkig MCyrCj which wei^ granted (itho^h very 
ltkM>) / HI (he majpti^ nSkmWits of the' liatioB, 
tKe foiitflltiign contrived ilill to boild ip^gnificcnt 
cb^r^^fh; to foi^nd rich bifhopri<i^^ to. repel 
formiflable enemiesj and to make inriportant 
a^fi^efts; 

At the beginning of the eighth centuiy, Charles 
Martdji the mayor of the palace^^ thought t^iefc 
fun^ infufficient for the defence of th^ kingdom^ 
violently attacked by the Saracens^ who were for^ 
midable from their numbers^ their bravery^ and 
fheir viftories. It was the idea of this famous 
depositary, of the royal authority, that a war againft 
the infidels was to be maintained by holy pro* 
perty ; and without any of thofc precautions 
which it has fince been Dcceffary tO;havc recourfe 
to, "^nd which have eve^ been frequently em- 
ployed without eflfeft, he feized upon the riches of 
the churchy which wer? immenfe. If the clergy 
flattered themfelvcs that peace would, reinftate 
tthcm in -their poffellions, they were, difappointed 
iff their cxpcdation^. The foyere^gns remained 
iriaft^iS of the richeft bifhoprics, the nobles of 
the bdl abbeys> and the, gentlemen of the moft 
<;opri4er,able bepefices; They :beqame fo many 
fi?ffo:<he pdfleffors, or rather perhaps thfe ufqrpers 
ofjTwbich,^ were conftra^ned to a ntrlitjiry ferviciJ 
proportioned to the value of th?i?, poffclfions. 
i!^,fi^ thej^ wereholden only for life i fjut they 
afi?rrwawU b^.ame hereditary, upopi tfep decline 
gf ;^lwrlemagne!& fapilyi They were then in- 
trodueed in the courfe of circulation, as all other 
properties are, -Th^ wSre givtfn away, fold, or 
. ;.- r u diftributed^ 
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diftributed* A living was frequently the d»my » ^«? '^ 
of a young.perfon wha D&d m fanm th^ teDchs» 
and the caf^ profits of it. 

Ths firft kings of the third race fbSktedp 
themferves to be perfuaded that it was^ at dutjr df 
religion, as well as a' point of juftice^ to FcftQrr 
to the fanftuaiy what had been purloined from it** 
The facrifice was fo much the greater, ^s thefc 
princes could not expert any alfi|kai>g: from a 
aation chat was parcelled ^\iCa and'which held no 
more aifemblies; and as they had nothing re- 
maining of their antient domainj except what 
was fituatdd in the circuit of the confined terri* 
tory that, had been left immediately at their own 
difpofalj when the government became eottrbly! 
feudal. The Jews were moft comnumly the per- 
fonsy who ufcd to fupply the defidency which 
thefe revolutions had occafioned in the royal, 
coffers. 

Thirty-fcven years after the death of the Mef* 
fiahj Titus attacked and took Jerufalem. Thou- 
iands of.^ws peri{hed in the fiege; a great 
number were reduced to flavery, and the reft of 
the nation was difperfcd. Some of them pafled 
over into Gau^ Where they experienced different 
treatmenty according to times and circumftances. 

SoMETuas the Jews purchafed the right of 
forming a dtftin£b and feparate people in the ftate. 
They had tlien their own tribunalsj a feal that waa 
peculiar to them^ burying places without the 
gates of the cities, fynagogues in which thejr* 
were allowed to pray only in a low voice^ and a 

U 3 mark 
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* ^^ ^ m#rfc'vipon their clothes, which r.*iidcfed it ifti-? 
poffiWe «0t to know them,' 

If the intention fomctimes prerailed of fotrfng 
tjienl to turn Chriftwns, they wire iftopc fre- 
qijemly prohifeit^ d from it* A Jew who changed 
bis fcligion, W2is fubjedl to a pidnaity, and his 
cftates were. conBfcated^ , He liras thi)S deprive^ 
of tJttj thing, becaufe there was no longer any 
weeenroe for loading him with t^es. 
' Most commonly^ the ^nation was lef^ z prey td 
^ ofurious dealings of th^fe iniquitous ment 
bot^n fotiie occadons' it wia forbidden to hol4 
any ifttfercourfe with obeoiv - h was f^ob^bited by 
bw^to bine any Jews for ferv^nts, to^ hold %hf 
I^kfeJofthrtiH to put aofiy trufl: in thehr phyficians, 
to ^cklc^ or even to fear their children, ^ 

IRtt'EY .were often Jac^ufpd: of baviftg |)oifone4 
|die.welb>i of haying ^maiiacred the childreft, and 
of having crucified 4 man on the memorabje d^y 
^T Qbpd'Friday. It'>vas"by gold akin^ tliat they 
were ablerto plear tibemfclves of all th^ft atrociots 
^putqtions^ equally dseyioid of. trutW. and pm« 
Ability, , ' ; 

Th? ipirit of tyranny ofttn loaded them with 
phatns. > Thtir perfons, 'thrir eftaties, ztid their 
goods^ /allbelortgcd to the lord of the plaee 
^hend ibey,:d*elt, He mi^ht purfiie them if 
thcyltfciPgcd their mfidenct, and tiii^ fovcreign 
btmf(?lf :iifei . no right ; to . detain thtiriT Suhfeneyer 
thfey jwflfb. .claimed. ^Thefe kinds: .6f Haves were 
ppafidfilr^d «s fth article of .trade-; they, were fold, 
Pi^pr f^ra^ely^'Qf ^icbche |aftd, ajtiagrfater or 

left 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. ^ i^^ 

lets pricc^ according to their rcfpeftivc talents ^ ^^^ ^ 
and iiKltiftry^ 

Iw fonrtc tnftances they were compelled to pur- 
chafe ehcir freedom. Thcfc low-minded men 
would hiave preferred a ftatc of flavcry which did 
not prevent them from acquiring riches, to an 
kide^lideAce by turtiich they were to be deprived 
of them 5 but the liberty oF choice was not al- 
lowed to them. They were forced to fubmic, 
^tlier to eipire \n torments ; or to drag from thd 
bowels of the cat th the treafures they had con* 
sealed there. 

When thefe infatiafelc leeches had devoureif 
the fubftance of the whole ftatc, they were madtf 
to disgorge their plunder, and then exiled. Inr 
drder to get leave to renew their depredations^! 
they facrificed part of the tPcalbre they had faved 
from the general wlrcclc, artd made ufe of the reflf 
in regaining ftsU more than had been taken from* 
them'. . 

^THOtJO^H the barons had more or lefsa Ih^re inf 
ffie Vexations wit"h which the Jews were oppreflcd,- 
yet the fovereigns, upon whom Ais perverfd 
hct mofre particularly depended, always derived 
the principait advantages from them. It Was by 
fneanls of this fatal and odiotis refource that they 
ftipported for fonle timi a feeble and conteftcd 
authority, fii after-titties, the debafing 6{ thd 
cfoitt furriitfted them Witli frdh affiftance. 
" Titt intient govctnmedts ¥rere very far from 
making any advantage of their coin. The coin^ 
stge wias ihf^i carried on at the exp<*nce of thd 
ftatef aid it is t mattttP bf unccroiinty whicft 

U 4 were 
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* ^ ^ were the peofAc who firft laid a tax upon- tin 
onhrerial obje& of exchange. If this hxoi gm 
aa^k was gtren by France, the kings of tfacfirft 
and fecond race mud have derived little advaniago 
fix>m this pernicious innovation ; becaufe the pay-*^ 
ments were made, as among the Romans, mth 
oietals given by the weight ; and becaulc the ufe. 
of fpccie was adopted only in the details of com^ 
rocrce. This cuftom became afterwards con« 
fiderably lefs prevalent ; and the fovcreigns were 
fiiU more inclined to increafe a tax^ which wa9 
every day becoming more advantageous to them% 
in a Ittde time they went much further, and did 
not Ccruple to commit the moft flagrant aft 06 
dc&onefty, , in Peering the value of the poin, at 
pkirfure,. or according to their neceffitiest. -The 
ipecie was continually undergoing a fre(h melt«T 
ing, and was always mixed with very baic 
dllby. 

It was with thefe odious fuccovrs; with (he 
revenue of a territory extremely limited 1 with 
fome Gcf$9 which either became vacant or were 
cooQfcatedf with.|bq[ie voluntary ofieringSt which^ 
were therefore ftUed gifts^ of benevolence i with 
ibme t^xts t^z£tc^ froa\, the barops^ but whicl^ 
were ratbcf tokens of fifbrnjiBon t{iaQ real .im«; 
polls i it wa;i, in 4 .wprd^ by (hffe qfieaos, that 
iJie crown was fuppprtn^di apd tl^at it!^ ppwei: 
cyen cpncjnued ipcreaOngi during all ^e tim^ 
that it had po other, epcmies to contend with, ex- 
cept vafiV^ nipre/c;eblf t|^ itfelf. ; Wafs at tha^ 
period lafted no longer, than a few weeks ^ the 
^mies wfr^ not fiupfiapus, tbemilit^y fervicp 
• t . . wa? 
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wii perfornMd without reward i and the expoi^et/ •^ ^y^ • 
^ the court weri fo inconfideraUe^ that 'tUl- the 
fiital reign of Charles VI^ thejr mftr exceed ed 
^i^ooo livrcs *. . .> 

, But no Iboner had the epidemic rage of: the 
crufades draw'n -the French far away from their 
frontiers; no fboner had foreign enemies made 
powerful inroads intp France^ than it became ne«! 
ccfiary to eftabltfli regular and confiderable funds,' 
The fovereigns would have been very defiroua of 
taking upon themfelves the regulaticm^ o( thefe 
contributions 3; 'and attempted it more than onte« 
They were forewarned of thefe uAirpatiohs iqr ckt 
ftnionftrances of enlightened perfons^i and com^ 
pelled to give^ them up by the revolt of die 
people^ They were obliged to acknowlege that 
this authority belonged to the nation affembled^ 
ind to that alone. They even made oath at their 
coronation^ that this facred and unalienable rig^t 
ftiould be for ever nefpefted s and this oath was ac 
reftraint upon them for feveral centuries. 

DuftiKo all the time that the crown had no 
ether revefiue th^n the produce of it's domains, 
the coUedting of the public treafury had been 
allotted to the.>Senefchals and Bailiffsj each rii» 
riieir refpe^ive departmfents % fb that poweri the 
adminiftrat^n of juiticei and the diftribution oC 
financcj w^re all united under one common head« 
When taxps ,were generalr throiighiout the king* 
4om9 it became nece0ary to fettle a new arrai^^ 
me^r of ifa^v^: , ; Wh^her thefe taxes borf .upon* 

the 
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• aH»t»tiicfcrim# oriMfondM houftt of die cit«rtt# 
whctlitr iaiMri4i*ria^mre r«(|uiite4 lo give up tb^ 
i6J^oc.die tandi of ibeir barvcfbt and die fifiktft 
or the hundredth parts of their cffe6b» niovoobio 
or . hun wi ft hie; or whether other eafamlciteis, 
moie or kfs fivfttnale, were nMde $ ftiU there tm 
MMKcSky to have a Bwltifriiek|r of agents mi tjolrt 
loft thefe differeoc tribofee* i and» ooforranMel]! 
£irtheftate» thefe tgettfs were ftm^t for in luAf^ 
odieM tkt artoC fqueeaiog th^ peopk 1^ atrco^ 
made att> immeofe ]irog^iefr. . r 

rj3EuM»i£mBcimp who wete kaow'a bj ibo 
ortreiHf LmiNuils^ gate ealrljr poooft .of a geoitir 
fiortttr inr. (tmoMmt eontritaBcea* N««ii{«fflf(i 
wM firukltfa aMmptk were iriade^ at difiereM 
tiuit^f* to pbc a ftop! to their mfeaaMe axpUihf4 
}fo £K>ner was ooe abpfe foppaefied, dum it wat 
fimteoded by anadKr of a diSbnat ianA^ If 
chefe infamous plttffiferersviiere foaiotimes prefer 
cuted witfe rigour by the haild of auckdrkyj thajt 
found an efie£hial fiipporc from* foaae pnwcftbl 
pcribfis^ whofe proce^son aad influftace chey had 
purchafed^. At lengthy imwerer^ their enormttka 
were caoried to fbch a heightr that i^ proeeAioii 
rauMlavethenu Tke^«anees¥^iebthefirper« 
aiciouii (tv m ^ i had tMti mpitenmcM and fit 
iiidi^*iiAMils> wtrt tibMfcacedj ihtf mtitt depriviii 
ol^4be ttun^flfi^^eafor^ they hidhea^d ap^ aikl 
w«m baniilhed fr^m the kingbMtt, iaea «Aie& 
th<s^ ei^ht «et6r tid^ kivt been ddMtt«ed, Aft«F 
ilWi^iAptiJfitMv, - tihc gerterrf ka^mWjK^ A^^ftbie^^^ 
which regulated the fubfidies^ took upon them«> 
fclvcs to colled' them i ati^ this arrangeraent 
' *^ continued 



Wittmued till tbt thfc -time of 'CSiarks VH^i iMm » <y> » 
fifft venttrfed to kttlt a taic wMioQt tlie cofvfeiir 
ilf die nation^ and who appropriaoed to hMi&lf. 
t^ tigkc of having all the iRni{)oAs colikSboAk^ biv 
own delegates, - .: 

' UwD^BR the Tclgn erf Jucms $£IL| ^^uUic 
|pev«nue> whkh had gradually inbreafadi M^nwam^ 
6d to fieven tnUlTons fit hmi&red aini fikj tikam^ 
fend Jivres *, The marc of ftlvcr wis thms 
valliied ac eleven Hvrets f, and the Aztq of goM ot 
»ne hundred and thirty |. This fam aufwered i«i 
tlHrt)r-£x millions f of otrr livits ^Ithisd^y. 
^ At the death of Francis^ It tbr tfeafurf 4«¥ 
feived fifteen millions feven hundred and dmtf 
tStoafand livre^ 8 ? ^^^ ^^^^ 9^ fiiv^ being tbw ' 
valued at fifteen litres ^*i ^nd the iftf)*c of gcM 
^t One himdned add iitty^^fire f f » thtsanfwefed 
fo fifty^'fix millions of otir livres XX^ From this ^ 
fum^ fixty thoufand four hundred aixd fiyteeur 
Kvfies, three ibls^ four deniers ^, were to he 
deducted for the perpetu^ annuities t^rated bf 
that princei and whichj tt eigl^ and a hnlf ji& 
mt. tofwered ^0 a c^ittl of feten huadi^ and 
twent^five thoufand livres^. This ivan a* in* 
iHivarion i^ not but that fonte ^ his predeccfibf^ 
bad been acquatnted with the final leJbunte 4>C 
kiana ^ but this had been al^agra i^snn the femvkf 
of their agent$i ^uid tdie ftafe M Hevdr htfcn 
(concerned in ihem* ; . 
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HISTOEy OP SBTTLtlCENTS AND TRADE 

• ^^ * A snuBs of civil wars, of afts of fanaddfoij 
of dqMvdackMiSy of crimes ami of anarchy^ during 
a Qmce of fbrtjr years, plunged the finances of 
cfae kingdom into a ftate of diforder, from which 
none but .a SuUy coidd have recovered thenu 
Thn cpoteomical, cnlightenedj virtuous, inde- 
fadgaUe, and bold minifter, reduced to the 
aoMMHit of fevrn nniUons ^ of annutties, leflened 
the tasKt by three millions^f , and left die fhte 
twenty-'-fix mittaoM :(, with the burden only of fix ' 
fluUions twenty-five thoufand fix hundred and 
fixty-fix* livres, two fids, fix detttert§, in an«>* 
nmties ; coofequendy, when M charges were de- 
duced, twenty miUioRS of livres | entered the 
loyal treafiiry ;! fifteen millions five hundred 
thoufand** were fiifficient for the public cxpenccs, 
and the favings amounted to four millions five 
hundncd thoufand livres ft* T^^^ value of lilver 
was then twenty-two livres JJ the marc* 

The eompdled retreat of this great man, after 
the Cn^;ical end of the'beftof kings, ^ was a cala* 
mity which we ftill have caufe to regret. The 
court immediately indulged itfdf in profufions 
which' weK unparalleled in the monarchy; and 
the miniflers* afterwards formed enterprizes, to 
which the powers of die nation were not adequate. 
Tht treafury was again exhaufted by this double 
pnMiple of unavoidable confufion • In 1 66 1 , the 
taxes amounted to eighty^our million^ two hun-» 

^* ^9*',<66l. - 1 3s. 4d. f « *S joool. 
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dred Jmd tweHty-two thoufand atad nmeof^&k^ ^*^ ^ 
livres*: but the debts ablbrbed fifty«*two dmiW 
lions three hundred and fevtAtynJeven thoufond 
one hund4:ed?aiid.feventy-two iivres f. . ThewVc- 
m^ined therefore^ for the public expe«u:cs ria 
more than, tbiity^one milttona eight hundred and 
forty-four i^oidand nine hundred and twentjF^4mit 
livres :|:, a ninr evidently infuifieient. for ilxc^wsdP^ 
gencies of* the .ftate* Such ivasv the iftuatioW ^ 
the financ^s^ when the adnuniftration of tteem- W^l 
intruded to Colbert. . j- - ^ ^ '*f 

'1 Ti»is mimfter, wjbofe nameisbeconnefe c^^^ 
brated ambng all nations^ raifedv ^n 1685/ wM^ 
was the laft year of bis life^ the revenues of ^ 
inonarch whom heferved to one hundred stnd fix* 
teen millions eight hundred and ievemy^hrdft 
tfaoufand four hundred and feven ty-fix liVrCs'^;- 
The fum charged upon it did not exceed t#«Jn(ty* 
tiuree millions three hundred and fevenfty-fi^e 
thouiand two hundred and &venty»*four Hrres^l'i 
ib that the fum of ninety-three millions four hun^ 
dred and ninety-eight thoufand two hundred and 
two livres**, was confequently poured iaio-the 
king's coffers. The value rofftlver wa^ichen 
twenty-eight livres, ten fols, *ten-dcme« -^t'lthe 
marc. We have only to regret, that the fatal 
propenfity of L.ewis XIV/ for War^ and bis ii^ 
eidinate turn for eveiy kind of ^ekpence that was 
ttttnded with parade and m!agnificei|ce, fliould 

. t i,$z6,Sjil. i6s. 8j«^ f 4,869^7281. 3s. ^$1. ) 
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^ tiiSTOItt of SittLSllENTS iHD TftAIlE 

* ^^ ^ !Avr deprinxl the kingdom of FfWte of Ibiril^ 
^ the adviaugos flie might have SaiMred lierftlf 
with from io able air ackmniftniferi 
. Arrim ch* death of' Colbert^ the affiutt were 
phldged agafci into #iat chaol^ fr o m n h kh hia ia^ 
doftrjr and tokots^ had made diem emergei 
ThiMgfa FMnce afppeared .widi ibme degree of 
OMtfrtjid iplendottTi. yet her internal decl7 was 
dfitjr iaereafiiig.. Her finances^ * j riitM aMh creil 
lekhoot oirdrr or principle^ feU: a fuif to • 
multitude of contraftorsi wbouriadifc thtmfdMa 
iKSoeffvy even 6y their plbadersi.aodwenAfi^fai' 
pa IP iuespefe terms .to goreromiint^ Cmiftifioni 
vi^rj^ cominual akeratioos of the c^Bdt'reduo^ 
t|GKii9 «f in tcreft^ alienations of the donaam ud 
ff the laaei, fogagf merits nidiich k wte impeit 
f4>)e to fulfil^ creations of penfiona and plam^ 
privilfges and excmptiona of all kiiMs i thtd^ 
ted a irariety ef other evtis^ each ^ngre rutaoM 
fhan file otber> were the deplorable andiMH 
giroidffak coefequencc of an aloioft itiMtcrmpoi 
fd fii^fflion ^ vi^iou) adminifti'^Mils^ ^ 

' Tjtti Ma of eredit ^ooiB t^Kantie uni/rerfali 
SMkr^^cies were more fre^vf nt. Mmey g<few 
fc«rcr, uA Vide wai at a ftaod* The 4#nfumiH 
tmi v»i» lcfs« The cuHure of landa waa neglei9» 
fA. Arttift^ wcwover.tofpjeigncpuotrira* Tkt 
fip^QAop pe<)^e hfHl iieither f<»^ qat ^k(hi«f^ 
The noWlkjr ftn^ed in the. aimy without pajr, ii4 

mortgaged their lands. All orders of men groan- 
ed under the weight of taxe^ and were m w^t 
of the iieceffaries of life. The rayal efeSj lid 
k)ft their value. The contraSa »jf^ thfi i^^^l 
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« Ikde before kh 4§»%k» witiM-^ff^^api^^i^ 

Ibur h|iixlnQd:pet«Qnc. ;.,;, ,i:.:i 

an ufuiy* Th« revenue of the ftate, vm^Hll^ 
it is tniie, to.oMVi htmdroi an4 6Ae«fi m^llifMis 
ihrae ^hundivd) ctghtf-niiMB . tiMtifimd 4n4 i[#r 
mnrf 4iMir lijves:^ i^ hut the f»on ^ifiuigfd u§^ 
iitQodc amy ogbtjr-cwa itoIImo* mghn km4r^4 
«id fifqr-nine thoufaft^ fivr .lm94r$(i ^^4. fpfV 
li««M § } fo that tbcm nonainadx £b| the e«pf i|()0 
sC'£MreriMineot» AD ramie thvk t]pAfS]H(VO ^t^U^W 
five hundred and twenty-nine rtbcHi^pd ^9:)if)/i^ 
dacd and ftvcaeyUyresI s at (bArQr li)^e^ ^SdA>]s, 
iaedefUMs^; the. mars. AU.^ft/Hni[}ftv<^An9<>)iAf 
«var patioipatcd iSM yp«ir4»'^|hi«f yjf^fSf ,■■ . 
■ i SfveH waa«^f: «ft»M»i« m i^P l^te p^j^li^ 

iffva, .vhflP* OR t^^ft of ^^woph^r 97] ^ t^r 

Puke 9f Qckaef : »<S9nhld ^ reios f>f g(:^ver)i*- 
MK^> The.i;HJjB frifpd*of tb^ grcajtprinepi wew 
di^«t this i)« Oi(»qild cMl tfjjget^r a general Mjr 
iivnibly aC (heili»tci* Tla^ w^d h^xe heitn ^ 
MfaildMeiinftbod. ^ fwTenrMfii acwjl «rej^«f.ii^ 
fn»ing» 1^ i»tf>ltp fftwftw^ ikf a^. q^% d^T 

that critt<;i|l,fiii^fiDfi, mt^M]»ch « had l^f^ivjp^ 
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3<H HBTO&Y OF SETTLBIfEMTS AlfD 1)Lu>B 

' ^ >^ dpitafed bf the diffipttiofis of the piccediag 
reigB, BO Uame cookl knre been iaip«mi cd Jbou 
The Duke ofOrkam was rtwiy to coocor in tkk 
ciq)cclieiit. U nfi M tuuat dy, dk^ petfidioiis coi^ 
aanti, trfio had irfbfjicd too iWKh p iic i over his 
miiid, rqMobatcd afcfaemeiO'iirhidi^facirprbiie 
Smcfcft coold not fiod it's advantage I anditkas 

At that riiae, feme gicat meo, di%iifted of 
the de^&fm^ aader ivhich Fraace was opp r eflcd» 
'iSad (eeiog bo probability of flttlung off.the ]rokc^ 
entertained an idea of a oomplete faaBkn]ptqr» 
which chej thot^c a proper methodof UEiodctafr 
log die excels of aMbiuce power* The manner 
in which they conceived that it ihoidd be bio^g^ 
^sixmt, was fingular. ... 

< Acco&DiNO to th^ir fyftem^ die etown b neither 
hereditary nor elcftire. It is nothuig more than 
a tniflr granted by the whole nation to one partSi* 
cular houfe» that it may pals from one elder noale 
to the next^ as long as the family Aall exift* Upon 
tills principle, a king cf France hcJds nothing 
from the perfon whom he (ucceeds. He comes 
to the dirone iii his tnm, in virtne 6i the right 
which his birth gives him, and not as the repre* 
tentative of hii father. He cannot therefore be 
bound by the engagements of hii predeceflfars; 
The primordial law which gives him the fceptret 
Acquires that the fobftitution Ihould be fio^ile^ 
tomplete, and free from any oU^tmon^ 

These bold men were defirous that thefe 
maxims, which appeared to them incontrovert- 
ible^ as well as^ the decifive co^feqnences they 
' . ' drew 
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ittvrfrom them, fhould be confecrated in the * ^,p ^ 
eyes of all Barope by a moft folcmn edift. They 
thought, rftat when thefe truths were niade know'n, 
they woirld* ptevent foreigners ^nd natives fronv 
hnding their capitals to ago vernoirint which could 
give no folid fecurity for the debt. Cbnfequent- 
fy, the court would froni that time be reduced to 
Jive upon it's own income. However confider* 
^ble this income might be, the neceflary cbhfe- 
quence oif fuch an event would be, that fortric 
limit would be fet . to the caprices of the fove- 
reigns; that the expenfivp enterprizeis of. mini- 
fters Would become of lefs continuance and fre- 
quency ; and that the infetiable cupidity of fa- 
vourites and rhiftreflesi muft in fome mfeafure be 
i^eftrained. 

Some politicians, without adopting a fyftem, 
which appeared to them calculated to lead their 
princes to tyranny, were of^ opinion, that the 
crown fhould' be releafed of it's debts, in what- 
ever mode, they might have been contrafted. 
They could not bear the diftrefling fight of an 
amiable people, exafperated by extortions of all 
kinds, which they had been expofed to during' a 
courie of forty years ; a people who were fink- 
ing under the encnrmous weight of their prefcnt 
mifery; and who were in the utmoft defpair 
at forefeeing that tinie, that great refource of the 
wretched, would bring no relief to their diftrefles, 
but would probably aggravate them. The cre- 
ditors of the ftate, who did not conftitute a thou- 
fandth part of the citizens, who were mod of 
them know'n only by their depredations, and the 

Vol. II. X moft 
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> ^^ moft tiprig^ of whom acquired fexn die public 
treafory die affluence diej eigofed» appeared ob- 
jeds leis intcreftiiig to diefe pniiririans, la die 
grierous iieceflitjr of (acrifidiig one pact of die 
nadoo to die odicr, it was dieir opinioQ diat die 
kndcrs fliookl be die vidims. 

Th£ Fegcntf ^(ftcr fome deliberadoosy rcfqicd 
to adopt fo violeiic a meafurej which he thought 
would inevitahlf fix an iudclible flaiu upon his 
adminiftration. He chofe radicr to inftitute a 
ftrid inquiry into the public engageoients, thaa 
to fubmit to a dilgraceful bankruptcy, the publi* 
city of which he though might be avoided. 

Av office for die revifion of accounts, eftablilh- 
ed on the 7th of December 17 15, reduced fix 
hundred millions * of ftock payable to bearer, 
to two hundred and fifty millions f in gOYcrnment 
bonds ; and yet the nadonal debt, after this opera- 
tion, amounted ftill to two thoufand and fixty-two 
millions one hundred and thirty- eight thoufand 
and one livres %. 

This enormous debt fuggeiled the idea of ap« 
pointing, in the month of March 17 16, abed of 
juftice, to call thofe to account who had been the 
authors of the public calamities, or who had pro* 
fited by them* This inquiry fervcd only to ex- 
pole to public view the incapacity of the minifters 
who had been intruded with the management of 
the finances, the craft of the farmers of the re- 
venue who had fwallpwed them up, and the baie- 
nefs of the courtiers, who had foid their inter^ 

* 25,ooo,ooo]« f iOy4i6|6661. 13s. 4d. 
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to the firft bidder. By this experiment, honeft ^ ^^^ ^ 
minds were confirmed in the abhorrence ihey < J <^ 
always had entertained for fuch a tribunal; It 
degrades the dignity of the prince who failis to 
fulfil his engagements, and expofes to the people 
the vices of a corrupt adminiftratiori. It is in- 
jurious to the rights of the citizen, who is ac* 
countable for his aftions to none but the law. It 
ftrikes terror into the rich, who are marked out 
as delinquents, merely becaufe they are rich, be 
their fortunes well or ill gotten. It gives encou- 
I'agement to informers, who point out as fit ob» 
je^Sts for tyranny fuch as it may be advantageous 
to ruin. It is compofed of unmerciful leecheS| 
who fee guilt wherever they fufpeft there is wealth. 
It fpares plunderers^ who know how ?o fcreen 
themfelves by a feafonablc facrifice of part of their 
riches, and fpoils honeft men who think them- 
felves feciire in their innocence. It facrifices the 
interefts of the treafury to the caprices of a few , 

greedy, profligate, and extravagant favourites. 

All the fprings of the ftate were deftrdyed^ ^ 
before this refourcci which bore evident marks of 
the paflions and prejudice, had been expeficncedi 
The fituation of the body politic became ftill 
more dcfperttc, after this convulfive effort. Tht 
members of the fixate loft the little they had left 
of energy and life 5 fo that it became neceffary to 
re-animate the cofpfe. This refurreftion was not 
ah impoffiWe thing, bc^aufe there was a general 
difpofition prevailing to make ufe of any remedies 
that were propofed 5 the difficulty was to propofc 

X a none 
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^ ^^ ^ none but fuch as would be efFcftual : the celebrated 
« — -v^ — ' Law made the attempt. 

Meihodii This Scotchman was one of thofe projeftors, 

Liw, tore, or (late empirics, who are conftantly roaming 

finVnccf'of about thc courts of Europe, difplaying their ta- 

fhcfl'atlT ^^"^s, and hurried on by a reftlefs difpofition. 

into wfakh ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^P calculator ; and at the fame time^ 

they were which appcars rather inconfiftent, endowed with 

Part taken a moft livcly and ardent imagination. His turn 

pinyintre' of mind and charafter proved agreeable to the 

h!f pr^easf regent, over whofe underftanding he foon gained 

an influence. Law engaged himfclf that he 

would rc-eftablifh the finances of the kingdom, 

and eafily prevailed upon that prince, who was a 

man of diflipation and genius, to countenance a 

plan which promifed him wealth and reputation. 

We Ihall now give an account of the ferics and 

refult of his operations. 

Firfty he was allowed, in the month of May 
17 16, to eftablifh a bank at Paris, the capital of 
which was to confift of fix millions of livres *, to 
be formed by twelve hundred (hares, of three 
thoufand livres f each. 

This bank was not permitted, to make any 
loan. It was prohibited from entering into any 
kind of trade, and it's engagements were to be 
at fight. Every native*, and every foreigner, 
might place their money in it; and it engaged to 
make all the payments, for the dedudion of five 
fols X upon every three thoufand livres §. The 

. * 2j0,oool. t i25l» I 2id. § 125I. 
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bills^ which it gave out at a very moderate dif* 
count, were paid in all the provinces by the di-* 
reftors of the mint, who were it's agents, and 
who, on their part, drew upon it's treafury. It's 
paper was equally received in all the principal 
places in Europe, at the ordinary courfe of ex* 
change, at the time it became due. 

The fuccefs of this new eftablifliment con- 
founded the opponents of it's founder, and, per-- 
haps, went beyond his own expeftations. It's 
influence was felt even from th« firft. A rapid 
circulation of money, which had fo long remain-^ 
ed inadive, from the general miftruft that pre- 
vailed, foon brought every thing into motion 
again. Agriculture, manufaftures, and the arts 
were revived. All articles of confumption re^ 
fumed their former courfe. The merchants, find- 
ing their bills of exchange difcbunted at five per 
cent, and getting fecurities for them which were as 
good as fpecie, renewed their {peculations. Ufury 
was put a ftop to, becaufe perfons of property 
found themfelves compelled to lend their money at 
xhe fame intcreft as the bank did. When foreigners 
nyerc able to rely upon the nature of the payments 
they naight haye to make, they made frefh demands 
for produftions, from the purchafing of which 
they did iiot ^bftAin without regret^ To the great 
aftonifhment of all nations, the exchange rofe to 
jthe advantage of France. 

This was a confiderable ftep ; but it was not 
doing all that was poflible or neceflary. In the 
month of March 1717 it was decreed, that the 
bills of the bank fhould bie received at all th« 
offipes in payment of the taxes, and that they 

X 3 fhould 
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B o o K Ihould be paid at fight, and without difcount, by 
thofc who were intrufted with the management of 
the public money. By this important regulation^ 
the produce of the taxes was detained in the 
provinces, the expence attending the carriage of 
money was faved both to the fovereign and to the 
public, and the numerous as well as ufelefs circu-* 
lations it underwent, through the hands of i mul-^ 
tiplicity of agents, were avoided. This opera- 
tion, which carried the credit of the bank to the 
higheft pitch, was equally ufeful to the govern- 
ment. The imports were now coUcfted, not only 
without thofe adks of violence, which for fo long 
a time paft had raifed clamours againft the ad* 
miniftration, and urged the people to a6ts of 
defperationi but alfo the public revenues were 
continually and rapidly increafcd, in a manner 
which could not fail to bring about a fortunate 
change in the fituation of government. 

The unexpefted appearance of fo many ad- 
vantages, made Law be confidered as a man of 
judgment, of extenfive and elevated genius, who 
defpifed riches, and was ambitious of fame, and 
who wilbed to tranfmit his name to pofterity by 
great afts. The gratitude of the people rofe lb 
high, that he was thought worthy of the moft 
honourable and public monuments. This bold 
and entcrprizing foreigner availed himfelf of a 
difpofition fo favourable to him, in haftening the 
execution of a projeft, which had for a long time 
engaged his attention. 

In the month of Auguft I7i7> he obtained 
permiflion to eftaWiftx the Wcftern Company, the 

rights 
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rights of which wtrc at firft confined to the ex- * ^^^ ^ 
clufive trade of Louifiana^ and of the beavers of 
Canada. The privileges formerly granted for 
the trade to Africa, to the Eaft-Indies^ and to 
China^ were foon incorporated with thofe of the 
new eftablilhment. Thefe companiesj thus united, 
projefted the paying off of the national debt. In 
orddr to put them in a condition to accompliih fo 
great a defign^ government granted them the fale 
of tobacco, the coinage, the excife duties, and 
the farms general. 

In order to haften the revolution. Law obtain- 
ed on the 4th of December 1718, that the bank 
which he had eftablifhed two years before, ai^d 
which, while it's interefts were diftihd from thofe 
of the ftate, had been of fo great utility, fhoiild 
be ere^ed into a royal bank. It's bills pafled as 
current coin between individuals*^ and they were 
taken in payment at all the royal treafuries. 

The firft operations *of the new fyftem gave, 
univerfd fatisfaftion. The fiiares of the Com- 
pany, tnoft of them bought with government 
bills, ind which, upon an average, did not really 
coft five hundred livres *, rofe to the value often 
thoufand litres f, payable in bank bills* Such 
was the general infatuation, that not only natives, 
but foreigners, and men of the beft underftand* 
ing, fold their ftock, their lands and their jewels, 
in order to play at this extraordinary game. Gold 
and filver were in no kind of eftimation s nothing 
but paper currency was ibught after. 

f aol. 168. 8d, f 416I. 13$. 4d. 
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* 9^^ ^ It was not, perhaps, impoffible, but that this 
» V '' cnthufiafm might have been kept up for a fuf- 
ficient length of time, to have been produftive of 
fome advantage, if Law^s views had been im- 
plicitly followed. This calculator, notwithftand- 
ing the boldnefs of his principles, was defirous of 
limiting the number of fhares, although he never 
could have been compelled to reimburfe. them. 
But he was more particularly determined not to 
diftribute bank bills to the amount of nK)re than 
ten or twelve hundred millions of livrcs *. This 
^ was fuppofed to be the value of the fpccie circu- 
lating in the kingdom ; and he Battered himfelf, 
that by thefc operations, he (hould collect in the 
king's coffers a fufficient quantity of it, to enable 
him to pay off" any perfons who might be defirous 
of changing their paper currency into money. A 
plan which in itfelf was fo little likely to fucceed, 
was ftill further difconcerted by the conduft of the 
, regent. • 

This prince had received from nature a quick 
and penetrating fpirit, an uncommon fh^re qf 
memory, and a found underftanding. He ac- 
quired by ftudy a manly degree of eloquence, an 
cxquifite difcernment, a tafte for the fine arts, 
and a proficiency in them. In war, he difplaycd 
much valour 5 and in the management of civil 
affairs, great dexterity and franknefs. His cha- 
racter, and the circumftanccs of the times, con- 
tributed to place him in fome delicate fitiiations, 
by which he gained a complete knowlege of 

• From 41,666,6661. 13s. 4d, to 50,000,000!. 

mankind^ 
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snajikind, and an early experience. The kind of ® ^^^ ^ 
difgrace in which he had lived for a long time, 
had given him focial manners, fo that he was eafy 
of accefs j and in any intercourfe with him, no 
man had reafon to fear the being treated with ill- 
humour, or with haughtinefs. His converfation 
was infinuating, and his manners perfeftly grace- 
ful. He was of a benevolent difpofition, or ac 
leaft aflqmed the appearance of it. 
. These amiable and eftimable qualities did not 
produce the great effects that were expe(fted from 
them. The want of firmnefs in Philip rendered all 
thcfe advantages ufelefs to the nation. He had never 
ftrength of mind fufEcient to refufe any thing to 
his friends, to his enemies, to his miftreffes, and 
cfpecially to his favourite Dubois, the moft cor- 
rupt and profligate of men. This inability of 
refufing manifefted itfelf particularly at the time 
of the fyftem. In order to glut the cupidity of 
all thofe who had the impudence to fay, or to 
think that they were ufcful, he created fix hun- 
dred and twenty-four thoufand (hares, the value 
of which rofe to above fix thoufand millions of 
livres ♦, and gave out bank bills to the amount 
of 2,696,400,000 livres f- 

A disprop6rtion fo enormous, between the 
paper currency and the coin, might poffiblyhave 
been fupported in a free nation, where it had been 
-brought on by degrees. The citizens, accuftom- 
cd to confider the nation as a permanent and in- 
dependent body, truft to it's fecurity the more 

♦ 250,000,0001. t 112,350,000!. 

readily. 
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readilfy as they are (eldom thoroughly acquainted 
with it's powers, and have a good opinion of it's 
equity, founded on experience. Upon the ftrength 
of this favourable prejudice. Credit is • often 
itretched in thoie ftates beyond the real refources 
and fecuricies of the nation. This is not the cafis 
in abfolute monarchies, efpecially fuch as have 
often broken their engagements. If in times of 
public infatuation an implicit confidence be 
ihcw'n, it is but for a little while. Their infol* 
vency becomes evident* The honefty of the mo- 
narch, the mortgage, the ftock, . every thing ap- 
pears imaginary* The creditor^ recovered from 
his delirium, demands his money with a degree of 
impatience proportionable to his une^nefs. The 
hiftory of the fyftem corroborates this truth. 

The defire of putting off thofe, who firft ret- 
covcrcd from the general phren2y, were wifliing 
to convert their paper into money, made it ne- 
ceiTary to have recourfe to expedients^ fuch as 
could only have been fuggefted by the moft in- 
veterate oppofcr of the fyftem. Gold was pro- 
hibited in trade. All the citizens were forbidden 
to keep by them more than five hundred li vres * 
in fpecie. Several fucceffive diminutions in the 
value of the coin were declared by cdift. Thefc 
tyrannical proceedings not Only put a flop to the 
demands, but likcwife reduced feme timid per- 
fons to the cruel neceflity of throwing more ftock 
into the bank. But this temporary fuccefs did 
not even conceal the precipice that had been fo 
imprudently opened. 

* 2ol. 1 6s. 8d. 

Im 
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In order to prop up an edifice which was book 
tumbling to pieces on all fides^ it was (lecreed^ 
that the ftahdard for the coin (hould be raifed to 
eighty-two livres ten fols* the mark$ that, the 
bank bills fhould be reduced to half of their 
value> and the fhares to five ninths. Thi^ mode of 
reducing the difproportion between the paper 
currency and the coin, was, perhaps, the Icafl: 
unreafonable that could have been adopted 
in the defperate fituation of affairs at that time 1 
it completed, however, the general confufion* 
The confternation became univcrfal 5 every man 
thought he had loft the half of his fortune, and 
hallened to call in the remainder. The coffers 
were empty, and the ftock-holders found they had 
been deluded by mere chimeras. Then it was 
that Law difappeared, and with him the expcfl;- 
ation, abfurdly entertained, of obtaining the re*- 
ftoration of the public finances, through his 
means. Every thing fell into confufion* 

It did not feem poflible to clear up this chaos; 
Jn order to attempt it, on the a6th of January 
17 2 1, an office was created, into which the life 
annuities, and perpetual annuities, the fliares, the 
bank bills 1 in a word, all papers bearing the 
• mark of the royal j^uthority, of whatever kind, 
were to be deppfited in the courfe of two months, 
and their validity was afterwards to be dif« 
cuffed. ' 

It was found by this examination, fo celebrated 
under the title of Vifa, that bank bills had been 

• 3I. 9s. gd, 
circulated 
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" ^txP ^ circulated to the amount of 2,696,400,000 
livrcs *. The value of 707,327,460 livres f of 
thefc was burnt, and not reckoned in the liqui- 
dation. The ftock-holders were condemned to a 
reftitution of 187,893,661 livres J, and other 
modes were contrived to diminifli the national 
debt. The political machine began now to re-*- 
fume it^s motions, but they were neither eafy, nor 
even regular. 

In whatever manner the finances of the king- 
dom were afterwards adminiftcred, they were 
never adequate to the expences. This is a dif- 
trefling faft, the demonftration of which we have 
before our eyes. In vain were taxes multiplied 5 
wants, fancies, and depredations, were ftill in- 
creafed beyond them i and the treafury became 
more and more^ in debt. At the death of 
Lewis 3fV. the public revenues rofe to 37 5,33 1,874 
Jivres §, But the engagemenjcs, notwithftanding 
the multitude of bankruptcies that had been 
made, aifaoujitcd to 190,858,531 livres ||. There 
rcmainied, therefore, n6 it)orc than 1 84,473,343 
livres**; the expences of the ftate. required 
210,000,000 livres ft > confequently there was a 
deficiency of 25,526,657 livres Jif in the trea- 
fury. 

The public fuppofe, that a better ufc will be 
made of the revenue under the prefent reign. 
Their expeftations are founded upon the love of 

• 112,350,0001. t 29,471,9771. lOS. 

X 7,808,9121. los. led. 5 15,638,8281. IS. 8d. 

II 7,952,4381. 15s. lod, •• 7,686,389!^ 5s. lod. 

tt 8,750,000!. Jt 1,063,6101. 13s. 4d. 

order. 
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order, the contempt of pomp, the fpirit of juf- ® ^^^ ^ 
tice, and thofe other plain and modcft virtues, 
which feemed to crowd about the throne when 
Lewis XVI i afcend^d it. . 

, Young Prince! thou who haft been able to 
prefcrve an abhorrrcncc of vice and difllpation 
in the ipidft of the moft diflblute of courts, and 
under the weakeft of preceptors, condcfcend to 
hear me with indulgence, becaufe I am an honeft 
man, and one of thy beft fubjefts i becauft 
I have no pretcnfions to thy favour, and that 
every morning and evening I lift up my hands to 
heaven, praying for the good of mankind, and for 
the profperlty and glory of thy reign. • The bold- 
nefs with which I fhall venture to tell thee truths 
that thy predeceflbr never hear'd from the mouths 
of his flatterer?, and which thou wilt not be more 
likely to hear from thofe who approach thee, is 
the beft eulogium I can make of thy charafter. 

Thou reigneft over the fineft empire in the 
univerfe, Notwithftandjng the decline into which 
it is fallen, there is no place upon the earth where 
the arts and fciences fuftain themfelves with fo 
much luftre. The neighbouring nations are in 
want of thy affiftance, while thou can'ft maintain 
thyfelf without their*s. If thy provinces were to 
enjoy all the fertility of which they are fufcep- 
tible ; if thy troops, without being much more 
numerous were as well difciplined as they could 
be; if thy revenues, without being increafed, 
were more faithfully adminiftered ; if a fpirit of 
ceconbmy direfted thecxpences of thy minifters, 
and of thy palace ; if thy debts wero paid ofF : 
7 what 
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* %f * w^*^ power on earth would be fo formidable al 

^- y ■ / thine ? 

Say, where is the monarch who rules over 
fubjefts fo patient^ fo faithful, and fo affe&ioci-* 
ate ? Is there a people more frank, more a£tive> 
or more induftrious ? Has not all Europe derired 
from them that ibcial fpirit whkh fo happily dif« 
cingiiifhes the preient period froni all preceding 
ages i Have not ftatdmen of aU couiKries pro<*^ 
nounced thy empire to be inexhauftible ? Thou 
tbyfelf wilt even be fenfiblc of the whole extent 
q( thefe refource)> if thou fay'ft to thyfelf with^ 
OQC delay : <' I am y6ung, but my only wiib is td 
<« do good. Firmnefs gets the better of all ob- 
^^ ftacles. Let me only be prefeotcsd with a true 
•^ piAure of my fituation 2 whatever it may bci 
** I fball not be alarmed." Prince, thou haft 
commanded, and I haften to obey. If while I 
am fpeaking, one tear does but fteal from thine 
eyes> our prefcrvation is at hand. 

When an unexpedcd event placed the fcepter 
in thine unexperienced hands, the French navy 
for one moment, one fingle awful moment, had 
ceafed to exift. Weaknefs, difordcr, and cor* 
ruption, bad re-plunged it into that ftate of anni-^ 
hilatioo, from which it had emerged at the moft 
brilliant aera of the monarchy^ It had neithei^ 
been able to defend our diftant po(re(l[}on$i nor to 
preferve our cdafts from invafion and plunder^ 
In all the regions of the globe, our feamen, and 
our merchants were expofed to ruinous op-^ 
preflions^ and to niortifications infinitely mofd 

intolerable. 

^ The 
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Thb forces and treafure o£ the nation, bad b 00 k 
been lavifhed for intereftsj foreign, and perhaps 
repugnant to our own. But what is gold, off 
what is blood, m comparifbn of honour? Our 
arms, formerly fb niuch dreaded, infpired na more 
any kind of terror. We were fcarcc allowed to 
haire courage. 

OvR ambafladors, who fot? fo long a time bad 
appeared in foreign courts lefs to negottate, than 
tsk manifeft the iatentioas, I had, aknoft faid the 
win, of thieir maders; our ambafladors were 
BOW defpifed; The moll important tranla)S:ion8 
were concluded without a^sy commtinicatiooi with 
tk^^m. Powers io alliance with us, diyided em-* 
pires ^mortgfi: tb/emielves without our knowlege. 
Was it pofllblc to declare in a more infuking, 
aiKl lefs equivocal manner, the little weight we 
wfiffe confidercd.to.have in the general balance o& 
ijie political affairs of Europe ? What was be- 
come of the dignity and refped of the French 
aaine i 

Such is, young fovercign, thy fituation with-* 
Qut the limits of thine empire. Thou da'fl: cslH 
4^yfa thine eyes,, and darefl not to look at it* 
The internal view of thy kingdom will not afford 
thee a more comfortable profped. 

In proof oi tiris* I call to witnefe, that focccffioi^ 
of bankrupjtcies which have happened fromi year 
tQ year, fitom month to months under the. reig^ 
of thy predeceflbr. Thus it is, that the: utmofti 
degree of indigence hath infenfibly been brought 
pn a n^ltitjude of fubjeds^ who had incurred not 
other reproach, than that of having, indifcreecl)! 

trufted 
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BOOK fruftcd their fortune to their fovereigns, and of 
having over-rated the eftimation of their facred 
promife. We flxould be ^0xamed of a breach of 
faith, even with an eneoiy; aad kings, the fa- 
thers of their country, are not aflianied to break, 
their words in this cruel and .bafe manner with, 
their children ! Abonninable proftitution of their 
oaths ! It might dill be fome kind of confolation 
to thefe unfortunate perfons, if they had falleir 
viftims to the neccflity of circumftances, or ta 
the urgency of the public wants, which are ever 
renewed : but thefe acts of perfidy have beca 
executed after years of a long peace, without 
there appearing any other motive for them, than 
theabandoningof the plunder of the public finances 
to a multitude of perfons as vile as they were ra- 
pacious. Behold the chain of them, defcending 
from the upper fteps of the throne, and extend* 
ing from thence to the loweft ranks of foiciety. 
Behold what is the confequence, when the mo-' 
narch feparates his interefts from thofe of his 
people. 

Gast thine eyes upon the capital of thine em- 
pire, and thou wilt find in it two orders of 
citizens. The firft, gorged with riches, difplay 
a luxury which raifes the indignation of thofe 
whom it does not feduce i the others, are oppreff- 
cd with indigence, which they increafe by af- 
fuming the appearance of affluence that does not 
belong to them : for fuch is the power of gold, 
when 1t is becofne the idol of a nation, that it is a 
fubftitute for every talent, and for every virtue ; 
infomuch that a man'muft either have riches, or 

make 
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make it bt thought that he has. Among this ^ ^^^ ^ 
heap of diflblute men, thou wilt fee fome labo- 
rious, honeft, (Economical, and induftrious citi- 
zens, half profcribed by the erroneous laws, 
which the fpirit of intoleration hath'diftated, de- 
prived of all public funftions, and always ready 
to quit their country becaufe they are not allowed 
to take root by the acquifition of property in a 
ftate where they exift, without civil honour, and 
without fecurity. 

Turn thy view towards the provinces where 
every fpecies of induftry is upon the decline. 
Thbu wilt fee them finking under the load of 
taxes, and under the oppreffions, as diverflfied as 
they are cruel, of the numberlefs fatellites attend- 
ing on the contraftors. 

After this, take a review of the country, and 
behold if thou can*ft, with an unweeping eye, the 
itian who enriches us condemned to perifli with 
itiiferyj the unfortunate farmer, who fcarce re- 
tains from the lands that he has cultivated a 
fufficient quantity of ftraw to c^ver his hut, and 
jtiake himfelf a bed. Behold the protected ex- 
tortioner, roaming about his poor habitation, in 
hopes of finding, in the appearance of focie little 
improvement in his wretched fituation, the pre- 
tence of redoubling his eJctortions. Behold mul- 
titudes of men, who have no poffefllons, quitting, 
from the earlieft dawn, their dwelling, with their 
"Wives, their children, and their cattle, in order 
to proceed without wages, and without food, to 
the making of roads, the advantage of which is 
entirely for thofe who engrofs all pofleflions. 

Vol. II. Y I perceive 
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^ ^iv^ ^ ^ PERCEIVE that thy feeliag heart is oyerwhclin<* 
ed with grief; and thou doeft aflc with a figh, 
what is the remedy to ftich a variety of evils? 
Thou (halt be told it -, thou fhalt tell it to thyfelf. 
But thou mud iirll be informed that the aionarcb, 
who hath none but pacific virtues^ may fecure the 
affcftion of his fubje£ts ; and that there is nothings 
except fortitude^ which can make him refpcAed 
by his neighbours ^ thou mult be informed« that 
kings have no relations^ and that family com- 
pass laft no longer than the contracting parties 
find their interell in them i that th^re is ftill le(s 
confidence to be repofed ia thy alliance with an 
artful houfe^ which requires a drift obfervation of 
the treaties made with it^ without ever being at 
a lofs for a pretence to elude the conditions of 
them^ when they ftand in the way of it's own 
aggrandizement i thou muft be informed, that a 
king, the only man who knows not whether he has 
a true friend near him> cannot poflibly have one 
out of his dominions, and mud therefore rely 
only upon himfclf i that an empire can no more 
fubdft without morals, and without virtue, than a 
private family ^ that it haflens on in the fame 
manher to it's ruin by diflipation, and is equally 
unable of recovering itfelf without ceconomy^ 
thou muft be informed, that pomp adds nothing 
to the majefty of the throne ; that one of thy aa- 
ceftors never appeared more great than when at-- 
tended by a few guards^ which he had even no 
occafion for, more plainly clothed than any one. 
of his fubjefts, and with his back reding againft 
an oak^ he hear'd all complaints that were addreflf- ^ 
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ed ro him, and determined every dilpiitc; thou • ^^ ^ 
mud be informed, in a word, that thy kingdom 
will recover from the abyfs digged by thy prcde* 
ceflbrs, if thou wik take upon thyfelf to regulate 
thy conduft, upon the model of that of a rick 
ihdividual, Jpaded with debt> and yet honeft 
enough to be defirous of anfwering the inconfider** 
ate engagements^ of his ancefl:ors>4ndjuft enough, 
to rejed, with indignation, every tyrannical pro^ 
ceeding that might be fuggefted to him. 

Ask thyfelf in the courfe of the day, during 
thft mght, in the midft of the tumult of thy 
eburt, in the retirement of thy clofct, when thou 
doft refleft j and in what moment oughteft thou 
not to, r^fleft upon the happincfs of twenty-twa 
millions of people whom thou cheriflieft, who 
have an afFeftion for thee, and who anticipate by - 
their wifjies the time when they (nay adore thee i 
afk thyfelf, I fay, whether thy intention be to 
perpetuate the abfurd profufiorf of thy palace. 

Whether thou wilt keep that multitude of 
Jiigh and fubaltern officers who devour thee* 

Whether thou wilt continue the expenfive 
maintenance of that number of ufelcfs caMes, 
with the enormous fdaries granted to thofe who 
govern them. 

Whether thou wilt ftill double and treble the 
expences of thy houfehold, by journeys as coftly as 
they are ufelefs^ 

Whether thou wilt diflipate in fcandalous 
feftivals the fubftfttnce of thy people. 

Whether thou wilt allow that tables pf a 
ruinous game, the fource of debafement and cor- 

Y 2 ruption. 
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^ ^nr? ^ I'liptioii, ihould be fixed under thy own io. 
fpcdion. 

Wh ether thou wile fuffer thy treaAinr to be 

^exhauftcd^ in order to keep up the porap of thy 

relations, and to maintain them in a ftate, the 

^magnificence of which (hall be emulous of thine 

own. 

Whether thou wilt fufier, that the example of 
a treacherous luxury (hould diforder the fenfi!s 
of our womeua and drive their hufbands to^ 
de(pair« 

Whether thou wilt facrifice every day for the 
feed of thy horfes^ a quantity of fubfiftence ftif- 
ficient to nour ifli feveral thoufands of thy fubjeds^ 
who are periling with hunger and mifery. 

Whether thou wilt ftill grant to certain mem- 
bers of the ftate^ already too amply gratified^ and 
to fome military men> already enjoying a con- 
iiderable ftipend during a long feries of years 
paiTed in idlencfs^ fums of an extraordinary mag- 
nitude, for operations which it is their duty to 
perform, and which in every other government, ex- 
cept thine, they would be obliged to execute at 
their own expencc. 

Whether thou wilt perfift in the fruitlefs 
pofleflion of immenfe domains which yield thee 
nothing, and the alienation of which^ while it 
might ferve to difcharge part of thy debtj would 
increafe both thine own income and the riches- 
q{ the nation. The man to whom every thing 
belongs as fovereign> ought not to poffefs any 
thing as a private man» 

Whether 
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Whether thou wilt give way to the infatiable ^ ^^^ ^ 
avidity of thy courtiers, and of the courtiers of 
thy relations. 

Whether thou wilt permit that the nobles, 
the magiftrates, and all powerful and protected 
perfons in thy kingdom, fhould continue to caft 
off from their own fhoulders the burden of the 
taxes, in order to make it fall with greater weight 
upon the people. A fpecies of extortion againft 
which the groans of the oppreffcd, and the re- 
\non(lrances of enlightened men, have To long and 
io unavailingly been uttered. 

Whether thou wilt confir*m to a body of men, 
who are in poffeffion of a fourth part of the riches 
of the kingdom, the abfurd privilege of taxing 
themfelves at difcretion, and under the title of 
gratuitous offerings, which they are not afhamed 
to give to their fubfidies, to fignify to thee that 
they owe thee nothing ; that they are not the lefs 
entitled to thy protection, and to all the advan- 
tages of fociety, without taking upon themfelves 
any of the duties of it, and that thou haft no right 
to any return of gratitude from them. 

When to thefe feveral queftions thou haft of 
thyfelf given thofe juft and fincere anfwers which 
thy feeling and royal heaft fhall diftate, let thy 
aftions correfpond with them. Be firm. Suffer 
not thyfelf to be Ihaken by any of thofe repre- 
fentations which duplicity or perfonal intereft 
may fuggeft to reftrain thee, perhaps even to in- 
fpire thee with terror j and be ^fibred that thou 
wilt foon be the moft revered, and the moft for- 
midable potentate of the earth, 

Y ^ Yes, 
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■ ^,^ ^ Yas, Lewis XVL, fuch is the fortune that 
awaits thee ; and it is in the confidence that thou 
wilt attain to it^ that I ftill remain attached to 
lif€^« I have but oiie word naore to fay %o thee^ 
but that is of importance., It is^ that thou 
ftould'ft confider as the moft dangerous of im* 
poltors, as the moft inveterate enemy of our hap- 
pineis and of thy glory, the impudent flatterer, 
who (hall not hcfitate to lull thee i"ftto a ftatc of 
fatal tranquillity i either by reprefenting to thcc 
in a fainter light, the diftrcfsful pidure of thy 
fituationj or by exaggerating the impropriety, 
the danger, and the difficulty, of employing the 
lefourcca that may occur to thy mind. 

Thou wilt hear it whifpered around thee : 
' Tie/s things canmot be dove y and even if tbey iould^ 
tistf are innovations* Innovations let them be. 
But all the difcoveries that have been made in the 
arts and fciences, have they not been equally fo ? 
Is thca the art of good government the only one 
that cannot be improved ? Or are we to reckon 
as ionovattons, the general affembly of a great 
nation j the reftoratipn of primitive liberty, and 

the reipoAablc exertion of the firft afts of natural 
juftice ? 

s?to«tion of At the fall of the fyftem, the government 
c<MDj^ny at g^vc up to the India (Jbmpany the monopoly of 
ut i>ftcm. tobacco, in difcharge of the ninety millions of 
livres * they had lent. It alfo granted them the 
cxclufive privilege of all the lotteries in the king- 
dom, and allowed them to convert into life 
annuities and tontines part of their fhares, . There 
remained only to the number of fifty-fix thoufand 

of 
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of thefe, which, by fubfequent events, were re- ^ ^^ ^ 
duced to fifty thoujfand two hundred (ixty-eight u — ^- ^ 
and four-tenths. Unfortunately, thisfbciety pre- 
ferved the privileges of the (everal companies out 
of which it had beeii formed f and this preroga*- 
tive added neither to it;*s wifdom or power; it 
confined the negro trade, and flopped the pro- 
grefs of the fugar colonies. Moll of it*s privileges 
lerved only to authorife odious monopolies. The 
raoft fertile regions upon earth, when occupied b^ 
the Company, were neither peopled Apr cultivated. 
The fpirit of finance, which reftrains purfuits as 
much as the commercial fpirit ehtai*ges iJhem, 
becartie, and has evef finte continued, the fpirit 
of th6 Company. The direftors thought Oftly of 
turning to their own advantage the rights ceded 
to the Company in Afia, Africa, and America. 
It became a fociety of contraftors/ rather thari 
of merchants. Nothing could pofftbly be faid irf 
praife of their adminiftration, had they riot beeri 
io honeft as to pay off the debts accumulated in 
tndia for a century pad ; and taken care to fecurd 
Pondicherry againft any invafion, by ftirrouriding 
it with walls. Their trade was but trifling and 
precarTous, till Orry was appointed to fuperintend 
the finances of the nation. 

That upright and difinterefled minifter fuUied Orcit fuc. 
his virtues by a harftinefs of temper, which he company ,- 

t ' t r * I I j*^ with an ac- 

apologized for in a manner not much to the credit count of 
of the nation. One day when a friend was re- ^^Jl'ti^'ta ^ ' 
proachine: him with the roushnefs of his manners, ^homit 

* ° o was owen. 

he anfwered. How can I behave otherwife? Out of 
a hundred people I fee in a dny^ fifty take me for a 

Y 4 fool. 



I 



328 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

* %? ^ f^^ ^^ fif^y f^^ ^ yt»tfw. He had a brother 
named Fulvy, who was lefs rigid in his principles, 
but had more affability, and a greater fiiare of 
capacity. He intrufted him with the concerns of 
the Company, which could not but flourifh under 
fuch a diredion. 

Notwithstanding the former prejudices and 
thofe which ftill prevailed i notwithftanding the 
abhorrence the public had for any remains of 
Law's fyftem j notwithftanding the authority of 
the Sorbonne, which had decided that the divi- 
dend upon the ftiares came under the denomina- 
tion of ufury I notwithftanding the blindnefs pf a 
nation, credulous enough not to be ftiocked at fo 
abfurd a decifion j yet ftill the two brothers found 
meansf to convince Cardinal Fleury, that it was 
proper to. fupport the India Company in an effec- 
tual, manner. They even prevailed upon that 
minifter, more flcilful in the art of managing 
riches, than in that of increafing them, to laviQi 
the king's favours upon this eftabliftiment. The 
care of fuperintending it's trade, and of enlarging 
it's powers, was afterwards committed to feveral 
perfons of know'n abilities, 

Dumas was fent to Pondicherry. He foon ob- 
tained leave of the court of Delhi to coin money ; 
which privilege was worth four or five hundred 
thoufand livrcs * a year. He obtained a ceflion of 
the territory of Karical, which entitled him to a 
confiderable ftiare in the trade of Tanjour. Some 
time ^fter, a hundred thoufand Marattas invaded 

• From i6,6661. 13s. 4d, to 20,8331, 6s. 8d. 
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che Decan. They attacked the Nabob of Arcot, ' ^^^ ^ 
who was vanquifhcd and flain. His family> and 
feveralof his fubjefts, took refuge in Pondicherry, 
They were received with all the kindnefs due* to 
allies in diftrefs. Ragogi BoufTola^ che general 
of the vidtorious army, demanded, that they fhou|4 
be delivered up to him j and further required the 
payment of i;,200,ooo livres* in virtue of a 
tribute, which he pretended the French ,had for- 
merly fubmitted to. 

Dumas made anfwer, That fo long as the Mo- 
guls had been matters of that country, they had 
always treated the French with the refpeft due ta 
one of the moft illuftriou? nations in the worlds 
which, in her turn, took a pride in proteding her, 
benefadors j that it was contrary to the char^i^ter 
of that magnanimous nation to deliver up a numr 
ber of women and children, and of unfortunate 
and defencelefs nrjen, to fee them put to death ; 
that the fugitives then in the town were under the 
protcftion of his king, who cfteemed it his highcft 
honour to be the proteftor of the diftreffcd j that, 
every Frenchman in Pondicherry would cheerfully 
die in their defence i and that his own life was 
forfeited, if his fovereign were to know that he. 
had fo much as liftened to the mention of a tribute.. 
He added, that he was ready to defend the place 
to the laft extremity 5 and. if he fhould be over- 
powered, he would get on board his fhips, and . 
return to Europe : that Ragogi might cpnfider , 
whether he chofe to expofe his army to utter de* - 

• 50,0001. 

ftruftion. 
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ftniAion, when the greateft advantage that cculd 
be obuined by it was to take pofleffion of a heap 
of roios. 

The Indians had not been accuftomed to hear 
the French ndk with fo nnuch dignity. This bold- 
nefs daggered the general of the Marattas ; and, 
after fbme negotiations (kilfully carried on, he de- 
termined to grant peace to Pondicherry. 

Whilst Dumas was procuring wealth and re- 
fpeft to the Company, the government fent la 
Bourdonnais to the Ifle of France. 

The Portugucfe, at the time of their firft 
voyages to India> had difcovcred to the eaft of 
Madagafcar, between the 1 9th and aoch degrees 
of latitude, three iflands, to which they gare the 
names of Mafcarenhas, Cerne, and Rodrigue. 
There they found neither men nor quadrupeds, 
and attempted no fettlement upon either of the 
iflands. The moft weftcm of them, which had 
been called Mafcarenhas, had for it*s firft inhabit- 
ants, about the year 1660, fcven or eight hun- 
dred Frenchmen. Five years after this they were 
joined by two-and-twenty of their countrymen. 
Their number was foon further incrcafed by the 
calamity which deftroyed the colony of Mada- 
gafcar. The breeding of cattle was the firft re- 
fbnrce of thefe adventurers, tranfplanted under a 
new fky. They afterwards cultivated European 
corn, 'Afiatic and African fruits, and fome vege- 
tables fit for that mild climate. The health, 
plenty, and freedom they enjoyed, induced feveral 
navigators, who came there for refrefhments and 
fubfiftence, to fettle among them. Induftry was 

extended 
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amended with population, la 1716, die dif- ^^^^ 
covery of a few wild coflfcc-trees (uggefted the 
id^a of tranfplaRting fome cofiee-treea from 
Arabia, which throve extremely wdl. The cul* 
ture of this precious tree, and other laborious 
employments, were performed by flaves from the 
coaft of Africa, or from Madagafcar. Then the 
iiland, which had changed it's niame from Maf-^ 
carcnhas to the ifle of Bourbon, became an im* 
portant objeft to the Company. There was, un- 
fortunately, no harbour in the eolony* 

THfs inconvenience turned the views of the 
French minifter at Verfaillea towards the ifland of 
Gerne, where the Portugucfc hadf, as ufual, hf§ 
fome qjuadrupeds and fowls for the benefit of ftich 
of their (hips as neceflity fhould oblige to touch- 
there. The Dutch, who afterwards took pof* 
fefllon of it, forfook it in 171a, from an appre- 
henfion of multiplying their fettlements too 
much. The ifland was uninhabited when the 
French landed there in 1720, and changed it's 
name from Mauritius to the Ifle of France, which 
it*fl:ill bears. 

It's fird inhabitants came over^om Bourbon^ 
^nd were forgotten for fifteen years. They only 
formed, as it were, a corps de garde, with orders 
to hang out a French flag, to inform all jiations 
that the ifland had a mafter.. The Company, long 
undetermined, decided at laft for keeping it, and 
in 1735 la Bourdonnais was commiflioned to im- 
prove it. 

This man, who has flnce been fo famous, was 
born at St. lylalo^ and bad been at fea from the 

^ge 
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■ ^j^ ^ age of ten yean; no Son of confidcradon had 
been able co iniemipc hit ^rojragcs, in ercry one 
of which he bad figoalizcd bimfelf br fomc re* 
oiarkable a^ioo. The Arabs and Portugoele, 
who. were preparing to niaflacre one another ia 
the road of Mocha^ had been reconciled through 
his mediation^ aod be had dilplayed his valour in 
the war at Mahe. He was the firft Frenchman 
who ever thought of fending armed veflels into 
the Indian feas. He was know'n to be equally 
ikilful in the art of (hip-building, as in that of 
navigating and defending a (hip. His fchemes 
bore the mark of genius, nor were his views con- 
tracted by the cktfe attention he paid to all the 
minute details of whatever he undertook. His 
mind was never alarmed with the appearance of 
difficulties, and he pofiefled the rare talent of in* 
Ipiringthe men under his command with the fame 
elevation of fpirit. His enemies have reproached 
him with an immoderate paOion for riches ; and 
it mud be acknowleged he was not fcrupulous in 
the. means of acquiring them. 

He was no fooner arrived at the Iflo of France, 
than he made it his bufinefs to acquire every in- 
formation he could concerning it, in which he was 
much affifted by his fortunate fagacity, and his 
indefatigable adlivity. In a little time he endea- 
voured to inftil a fpirit of emulation into the firfl: 
colonifts on the ifland, who were entirely difcou- 
raged at the negled with which they had been 
treated, and attempted to reduce to a ftrift fub- 
ordination the vagrants lately arrived from the 
mother country. He made them cultivate rice 

and 
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and v^heat, for the fubfiftence of the. Europeans, book 
and caflava, which he had brought from Brazil, 
for the flaves. They were to.be furnilhed from 
Madagafcar with meat for the daily confumption 
of the inhabitants and of fea-faring men, till the 
cattle they had procured from thence fhould mul- 
tiply fo confiderably, as to prevent the neceffity 
of importing any more. A poft which he had 
eftablifhed on the little ifland of Rodrigue, abun» 
dantly fupplied the (ick with turtle. Here fhips 
going to India foon found all the refrefhment^ 
and convenienjces they wanted after a tedious 
paflage. Three (hips, one of which carried five 
hundred tons burden, were equipped and lent 
from the docks he bad conftru£ted. If the founder 
had not the fatisfadion of bringing the colony 
to the utmoft degree of profperity it was capable 
of, at lead he had the credit of having difcovered 
what degree of importance it might acquire in 
able hands. ' 

These improvements, however, though they 
feemed to be owen to inchantment, did not meet 
with the approbation of thofe who were princi- 
pally concerned in them, and la Bourdonnais was 
compelled to judify himfelf. One of the diredors 
was afking him one day how it happened that he 
had conduced the affairs of the Company fo ill, 
while he had taken fo much care of his own ^ 
Becaufe^ faid he, / have managed mine according to 
my own judgment y an4 tboje cf the Company according, 
ti> your direSions. 

Great men have been in all parts more ufefut 
10 the public tbaa large collcctire bodies. Nations 

and 
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• ?y^ '^ and fociecies are but the inftruments of men of 
genius; thefc have been the real founders of 
ftates and colonies. Spain, Portugal, Holland, 
and England, owe their foreign conquefts and 
fettlements to able warriors, experienced feamen, 
and legiflators of fuperior talents. France efpe- 
cially is more indebted to fome fortunate indivi* 
duals for the glory fhe has acquired, than to the 
form of her government* One of thefe fuperior 
men had juft eftabliflied the power of France over 
two important iflands in Africa ; another dill more 
extraordinary, added fplendour to the French 
name in Afia : this was Dupleix. 

He was flrfi: fent to the blinks of the Ganges, 
where he fuperintended the colony of Chandtrna- 
gore. That fettlemcnt, though formed in a part 
of the globe the beft adapted for great commer- 
cial undertakings, had been in a languid date, till 
he took the management of it. The Company 
had not been able to fend any confiderable funds 
to it; and the agents, who went over there with- 
out any property of their own, had not been able 
to avail thcmfelves of the liberty that was allowed 
them of advancing their own private affairs. 
The aftivity of the new governor, who brought 
an ample fortune, the reward of ten years fucccfs* 
ful labours, foon fpread throughout the colony. 
In a country abounding with money they foon 
found credit, when once they Ihewcd thenifelves 
deferving of it. In a Ihort time, Chandcrnagor e 
excited the admiration of it's neighbours, and- 
the envy of it's rivals. Dupleix, who had en- 
gaged the reft o^ the FrencJ;i in bis vaft fpecula-^ 

tions. 
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tk>ns, opened fre(h fourccs of commerce througli^ b o o i& 

out the Mogul's dominions^ and as far as Thibet. 

On his arrival he had not found a fingle floop» 

and he fitted oat fifteen armed veffels at once. 

Thefe (hips carried on trade from one part of 

India to another. Some he fent to the Red Seaj 

to the Gulph of Perfia, to Surat, to Goa, to 

the Maldives and Manilla Idands^ and to all 

the fcas where there was a pofKbility of trading to 

advantage. 

DuPLEix had for twelve years fupported the 
honour of the French name on the Ganges, and 
increafe4 the revenue of the public, as well as 
the private fortunes of individuals, when he wa$ 
called to Pondi cherry, to take upon him the gene- 
ral fuperintendency of all the Company's affairs 
in India. They were then in a more flourifliing 
condition than they had ever yet been, or have ever 
been fince ; as the returns of that year amount- 
ed to twenty-four millions *. Had they been ftill 
condufted with prudence, and had more confi- 
dence been placed in two fuch men as Duplejx 
and la Bourdonnais, it is probable that fuch a 
power would have been eftabliihed as would not 
have been eafily deftroyed. 

La Bourdonnais faw an approaching rupture 
with England -, and propofed a fchemc which 
would have fecured to the French the iavereignty 
of the feas in Afia, during the whole courfe of the . 
war. Convinced, that which ever natioo lliould firft 
take up arms in India, would have a aunifeft ad- 

♦ i,ooo,oool. 
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• %^ ^ vantage over the other, be defircd tt> be (bmifbcd 
with a (quadron, whh which he intended to fail 
to the Ifle of France, and there wait till hoftili* 
ties began. He was then to let out from that 
ifland, in order to go and cruize in the ftraits of 
Sunda, through which moft of the (hips pais that 
are going to, or coming from China. There he 
would have intercepted all the Englifli ihips, and 
laved thofe of the French. He would have even 
taken the fmall fquadron which England lent into 
thole latitudes ; and, having thus made himlelf 
mafter of the Indian leas, would have ruined all 
the Englifh fettlements in thofe parts. 

The miniltry approved of this plan, and granted 
him five men of war, with which he put to fca. 

He had fcarcely fct fail, when the dircflors, 
equally offended at their being kept in the dark 
with regard to the deftination of the fquadron, 
and at the expences it had occafioned them, and 
jealous of the advantage this appointment would 
give to a man who, in their opinion, was already 
too independent, exclaimed againft this armament 
as they had done before, and declared it to be 
ufelefs. They were, or pretended to be, fo fully 
convinced of the neutrality that would be obferv- 
ed in India between the two companies, that they 
perfuaded the minifter in that opinion, when la 
Bourdonnais was no longer prefent to animate 
him, and guide his inexperience. 

The court of Vcrfailles was not aware that a 
power, fupportcd chiefly by trade, would not eafily 
be induced to leave ihem in quiet poflcflion of the 
Indian ocean s and that, if Ihe either made or 

liftened 
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liftcried to any propofals of neutrality, it muft b^ ^ ^__-^ ^ 
only to gain time. It was not aware that, even 
ibppbfing fuch ah agreement was made hnd fide 
on both fides, a thoufand unforefeen events might 
interrupt it. It was not aware, that the objeft 
propofed could never be fully anfwered, becaufe 
the fea-forces of both riations riot being bound by 
any private agreement mide between the two com- 
panies, would attack their ihips in the European 
feas. It was not aware, that in the colonies 
thcmfelves preparajiohs would be madfe to guard 
againft a furprife \ that thefe precautions would * 
create a miftruft on both fides j and that miftruft 
ivtfuld brihg oii an open rupture. All thefe par* 
ticulars were not perceived by the court, and the 
fqiiadron w^s recalled. Hoftilities began; and thfe 
lofs of almoft e^ery French Ihip in India, ihewed 
too late which of the two was the moft judicious 
fyftcm of politics. 

La BbiTRDONNATS was as deeply afFefted for the 
errors that had occafioned the misfortunes of the 
tiation^ as if he had been guilty of them himfelf, 
and exerted all his poWers to remedy them. 
Without magazine^i without provifions, without 
money, he found means by his attention and per- 
severance tci form a fquadron^ compofed of a fixty- 
gun fliip> and five merchantmen, which he turned 
into men of war. He ventured to attack the 
Englifli fquadron, beat them, purfued and forced 
them to quit the coaft of Coromandel \ he then 
bcficged and took Madrafs, the firft of theEnglifli 
fettlements. The conqueror was preparing for 
frclh expeditions, which were certain and eafy ; but 
• Vol.11. Z he 
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■ <*o K he met with die Boft violent oppafilio^wlikkwit 

*— V — / only ooafiooed the loTs of die fam of 9^57/100 

livrcs* be kad ftspolatcd for as the ranibiB oC 

die cilT, bat aUb deprived han of the fiaoccb 

«bidi maft acocfljuilj have feUewed dcs evcH:. 

The Cotnpaof was rixn g oiq- a e d bf tao «f 

dK kii^i axnnuflaries, who were irrecoacflcablc 

enemies toeacb oOmt. The dn c^Ma aiil the in- 

fenor officers had taken pan in the qaonci, a> 

tbrr were fwijed by their refpcdive inctinatiooi 

or iatefcfts. The two fa£boBS were eMfcmc^ 

exafpcraied againft each other. That which had 

eatifed La Bourdomuis's fi^nadron to b« takea 

from him, was earaged ro fee tfau he had found 

refoorces in hindeify which froftratod every attack 

diat was made upon him. There is good reafoa 

to believe, that this fadioo purfocd hioa to l«dia, 

and ioftilled the poifoo of jeakHify islo the bean 

of Dupleix. Two men formed U> cftecm and 

love each other, to adorn the French naoic, and 

pcrhi^ to dcfccnd i^ether to poft^ty, became 

the vile toots of an aaioiofity in which they were 

not the Icaft intcrefted. Dupleix f^pefed L* 

Bourdonoais, and OMde him UA imich dme. 

'^' ' T, after having ftaid too long on tkc 

Coromandel^ waking for die foecow* 

id been annccelTarily delayed, faw his 

deftroycd by a ftorm. The ciews were 

o mutiny. So many misfortttnes, brougluE 

e intrigues of Dupkix, detcrmiBed La 

lats BO recuro to Europe, where a homd 
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^ungeefi was the reward of his glorious fervicesi k o o k 
and the end of the -hopes which the nation had w-y*>i.i 
bailt upon his great talents* The Englifh, de« 
layered fronn that formidable enemy in India> and 
confiderably reinforced, found themfelyes in a 
condition to attack the French in their turn ^ and 
accordingly laid fiege to Pondicherry. 

DuPLEix then made amends for pad errors. 
He defended the town with great ikill and brar- 
very ; and after the trenches had been opened fix 
wecks> the Ertglifla were forced to raife the fiege- 
The news of the peace arrived foon afcer^ and all 
hoftiUties cieafed between the companies of both 
hations^ 

The taking of Madrafs^ La Bourdpnnais*s en- 
gagfement at fea, and the raifmg of the fiege of 
Pondicherry^ gave the Indian nations a high 
opinion of the French i and they were refpcdcd 
in thofe parts as the firft and greateft of the Euro- 
pean powers. 

DvPLBix endeavoured to avail himfelf of this 
difpofitio^Q> and his attention was engaged in pro* 
curing folid and important advantages for hia 
nation. In order to judge rightly of his projcfts, 
we muft lay before the reader a defcription of the 
ftate of Indoftan at that time. 

If we may credit uncertain tradition^ that fine Defoiption 
rich country tempted the firft conquerors of the ^ "**•"• 
world; Butwhctber Bacchus, Hercules, Sefoftrisy 
m Darius, did or did not carry their arms through: 
that large portion of the globe, certain it is, that 
it proved an inexhauiftible fund of fifbions and won- 
ders to the ancient Greeks. Thefe people, ever 

Z a credulous^ 
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credulous, bccaufc ihcy were carried away by thcif 
imaginatioo, were fo inchanted with thcfe mar- 
vellous ftories, that they ftill gave credit ta 
diem, even in the more enlightened ages of the 
republic. 

Ir we confider this matter according to the prin* 
ciples of reafon and troth, we (hall find that a pure 
air, wholefome food, and great frugality, had early 
multiplied men to a prodigious degree in In^ 
doftan* They were acquainted with laws, civil 
government and arts i while the reft of the earth 
was defert and favage. Wife and beneficial in« 
ftitutions preferved thefe peof^ fix>m corruption, 
whofe only care was to enjoy the benefics of the 
ibil and of the climate. If firom time to time 
their morals were tainted in Ibme of thcfe ftates, 
the empire was immediately fubverted ; and when 
Alexander entered thefe regions, he found very 
few kings, and many free cities* 

A COUNTRY divided into numberlefs little ftates^ 
Ibme of which were popular, and others enflaved, 
coUId not make a very formidable refiftance againft 
the hero of Macedonia. His progrefs therefore 
was rapid, and he would have fubdued the whole 
.cqpntry, had not death overtaken him in the 
midft of his triumphs. 

By following this conqueror in his expedirionsj 
the Indian Sandrocotus had learned the art of 
war. This obfcure man, who had nothing to re- 
commend him buthis talents, collefted a numerous 
army, and drove the Macedonians out of the pro- 
vinces they had invaded. This deliverer of his 
country then made himfelf mafter of it^ and united 

aU 
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^l Indoftan under his dominion. How long he * ^^ ^ 
reigned, or what was the duration of the empire 
he had founded, is not know'n. 

At the beginning of the eighth century, the 
Arabjs over-ran India, as they did many other parts 
pf the wprfd. They fubjccled fome few iflands to 
theirdbminionj but^ content with trading pieacer 
-ably qn the continent, they made but few fettle* 
irtjents on it. 

Three centuries after this, Ibme barbarians of 
j:heir I'eligion, who came out from Khoraflaij 
headed by Mahmoud, attacked India on the north 
fide, and extended their depredations as far as 
Guzarat. They carried off immenfe fpoils from 
thofq wealthy provinces, and buried them under 
ground in their wretched and barren deferts. 

These calamities were not yetforgptten, when 
Gengis-Khan, who with his Tartars had^fubdued 
the greateft part of Afia, brought his viftorious 
'army to the weftern borders of India* This was 
about the year i.20p. It is not know'n what part 
this conqueror and his defcendants took in the 
affairs of Indoftan. Probably, they did not con- 
cern themfelves much about them ; for it appearsf 
that foon after, the Fatans reigned pver this fine, 
country. 

These men were a fet of favage peafants, who 
ffuing in troops from the mountains of Candahar, 
fpread themfelves throughout the fineft provinces 
of Indoftan, and eftabliflied there a fuccefllon of 
dominions, independent of each other. 

The Indians had fcarce had time to accuftom 
themfelves to this foreign yoke, when they were 
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once more forced to change mafters. Tamerlane^ 
who came from Great Tartary, and was a) read; 
famous for his cruelties and h^ Tidiortes, advaoct4 
to the north fide of IndoftaQ^ at the end of the 
fourteenth ceiiturjr^ with a wciJ*dircipltned and tri- 
fimphant army^ inured to all the hardftips of war. 
He fecured the northern provinces himfelfj and 
abandoned the plunder of the ibuthern ones to his 
lieutenants. He feemed determined to fubdue all 
India, when on a fudden he turaed hU arms againft 
Bajazer^ overcame and dethroned that prin^> 
and by the union of all his ^onquefts found him« 
felf mafter of the immcirfe fpace that extends 
from the delicious coaft of Smyrna to the delight* 
ful borders of the Ganges* After his deadly vio^ 
lent cootefts arofe, and his pofterity were deprived 
of his rich fpaiU. Babar^ the fixtb defendant of 
pne of his children, alone furvivcd to prcferyc his 
name. 

That young prince, bmught up in (Joth uid 
luxury, reigned in Samarcand, wher^ his anceftoc 
had ended his days. The U(beck Tartars de- 
throned him, and conftrained him to take refuge 
in the GabpKftan. Ranguildas, the governor of 
that province, received him Icindly, and fopplied 
him with troops, 

* 

This wife man addreffed hrm in the following 
manner : ^* It is not towards the north, where 
*' vengeance would naturally call thee, that thy 
f' fteps muft be directed. Soldiers, enervated by 
f^ the pleafurcs of India^ could not without rafhncfs 
f* attack warriors famous for their courage and 
f* their viftpries. Heaven has conduced thee" to* 
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** the batiks of the InduSy In order to fix upon ^ ^^/^ ^ 

^^ thy brort one of the richcft diadems io the unl- 

*' verfe. Tarn thy view towards ludofta^. That 

'* empire, tor-« in pieces by €hc incefiant wars of 

** the Indiftm a«d Patans, calls for a matter. It is 

*^ in thofe delightful regions that thou mult cfta- 

^' bU(h a new monarchy, and raifc thy g(lory equal 

^^ to that of the formidable Tamerlane/* 

This judicious advice made a ftrong impreflioA 
ron the mifld of Babar. A plan of ufurpation wa^ 
immediately traced out, and purfued with adivitjr 
aiid (kill. Succefs attended the execution. The 
jftorthem provinces, not excepting Delhi, fubmitj- 
ted after fome refifl:ance;\and thus a fugitive 
^monarch had the honour of laying the foundation 
.t)f the power of the Mogul Tartars, which fubfifts 
to this day. 

The prcfervation of this conqueft required a 
form of govcrnmcot. That which Babar found 
eftablfflbcd in India^ was a kind of defpotifm, 
merely relative to civil matters, tempered by cuf- 
toms^ forms, and opinion 4 in a word, adapted tp 
•that mhldnefs which tbefe nations derive from the 
influence of the dimate, and from the more power- 
ful ^cendant of religious tenets. To this peaceable 
<:onftitutian Babar fubftituted a fcvere and mili- 
tary defpotifm, fuch as might be e^peded from a 
viftorious and barbarous nation. 

If we may rely upon the authority of one of 
the men who is the mod deeply yerfed in Indian 
traditions, Ranguildas was long witnefs to the 
power of the new fovercign, and exulted in the 
;fuccefs ©f his own councils. The recolledion of 
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the fteps he had taken to place his mafter's (on 
upon the throne^ filled him with a coafcious and 
real fatisfadion. 

One day^ as he was praying in the temple* he 
heard a BaniaPi who flood by him* exclaim* '^ O 
f * God ! thou fceft the fuflfcrings of my brethren. 
** We are a prey to a young man who confiders 
** us as his property, which he may fquander and 
*' confume at plcafurc, An^ong the maiiy chil- 
** dren who call upon thee from thefe vaft re* 
** gions* one opprcfles all the reft ; avenge us of 
** the tyrant ; avenge us of the traitors who have 
^' placed him on the throne* without examining 
" whether he was a juft man." 

Ranguildas, aftoni(hed, drew near to th^ 

Banian* and faid* *' O thou* who curfcft my ol4 

** age, hear me. If I ani guilty* my copfcience 

*' ha? mifled me. When I reftored the inheritance 

*^ to the fon of my fovereign, when I expofed my 

*' life and fortune to eftablilh his authority* God 

is my witnefs, that I thought I was acting in 

conformity to his wife decrees; and* at the 

Very inftant when I hear*d thy prayer* I was 

*^ ftill thanking heaven for granting me* in my 

*' latter days, thofe two greateft of blcfiings* re(t 

*' and glory." 

«^ Glory !" cries the Banian. " Learn* Ran* 
*^ guildas* that glory belongs only to virtue* and 
y not to anions which are only fplendid* without 
being ufeful to mankind, Alas ! what advan- 
tages did you procure to Indoftan when you 
f' crowned the fon of an ufurper ? Had you pre- 
ff viouQy confidered whether he was capable of 
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5' doing good^ and whether he would have the ^*^jP ^ 

f* will apd refolution to be juft ? Yop fay, yovj 

ff have rcftprc/d to him the inheritance of his 

** fathers^ ^ if m^n could be beq^ueathed and' 

*5 jpoffcffed lijce laijds an4 cattle. Pretend not to 

" glory, O R^angyildas ! or, if you look for gra- 

y titudc, go ^nd l^ek it in the heart of Babgr j h.e 

y owes it yoju. Yoif have purchafed it ^t a great 

** price, the happinefs of ^. whole nation." 

Babar, however, while h^ was bringing his 
fubjedts under the yoke of defpotifm, took care 
to confine it withip certain |)Qunds, and to draw 
jup his inftitutes with fo rnuph fprce, th^t his fuc- 
ceffors, though abfolute, could not polllbly be 
xinjuft. X.he prince was to.be the judge of the 
pjeople and the arbiter of the ftate y but his tribu- 
nal and bis pouncil were to fit in public. In? 
juftice and tyranny delight in darknefs, that thpy 
may conceal themfelves fronn their intended vic- 
jtims ; but when the monarch's aftions are to be 
Submitted to the infpeftion of his fubjedls, it is a 
fign he intends nothing but their good. Op?nly 
p infulc 21 number of men aflembled, is fuch an 
outrage as even a tyrant wpij^d bjufh at. 

The principal fgpport qf his authority was a 
body of four thoufand men^^ who ftiljsd themfelves 
the firfl: (laves of the prfnce. Out of thi§ body were 
chofen the Omrahs, thof<? perfops who compofed 
the emperor's councils, and on whom he bcftowed 
lands, diftjngui(hed by great privileges. This fort 
of pofleflions al\yays revefted to the crown. It was 
on this condition that all great offices were given, 
3o true it is, that defpotifm enriches it's flayes only 
JO plunder them, 
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Great intereft, however, was made for th'e poft 
of Omrah. Whoever afpired to the goverement 
of a provirice, made this the objedt of his ambition. 
To prevent any prcgefts the governors might form 
for their own aggrandizement or independeiicet 
they always had overfeers placed about them, who 
iwere not under their controul, and who were com- 
m)i^cmed no infpeA the uie they made of the mill* 
tary force they were intrufted with, to keep the 
conqoered Indians in awe. The fortified towns 
W4?re frequently in the hands of officers, who were 
•ccountable only to the Court. That fuTpictous 
court often fent for it's dekgate, and either con- 
ti^iucd or removed hhn, as it happened to futt 
iCh ft'j^oating policy. Thefc changes were grow'a 
io c<wnmon^ that a new governor coming o« of 
Delhi, remained upon his elephant wth his face 
turned towards the city, waitings ashc faid, fcfef 
his Jucceffar come mt. 

The form of government, however, was not the 
lame throughout the empires for the Moguls 
bad left foreral Indian princes in poffcflion of 
their fovereigntics, and even given them a power 
of tranfmitting them to their defcendents. They 
governed acjcordifig to the laws of the country^ 
though accountable to a nabob appointed by the 
court. They were only obliged to pay tribute, 
and to conform to the condicions ftipulated with 
their anceftors at the time of the conquefl:. 

The conqu^ing nation could not have commitr 
ted any confiderable ravages, fince it does not yet 
conilitute more than a tenth part of the population 
fA Jndia. There are a hundred millions of Indians 

to 
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to ten miilions <if Tartars. The two nations have * ^„^ ^ 
fitvtr iflt^mixcd. The Indkns are the ohly 
farmers and artificers. They alone Htc in the 
country, and carry on the manufaftni^es. The 
Mohammedans are to be found In the<:apita1, at 
<oi!irt, in great dries, in the camps and armies. 

It appears, that at the period when the Moguh 
centered Indoftaii, that country, was no iongerwhat 
p: had formerly been. Tlic landed property, 
"which, in remote^ times, had been fo firmly 
fettled in the hands of private perfons, was now 
generally become the prey of the depofltaries of 
authority. All tl^e lands belonged to the Indian 
pr Patan princes | and it may eafily be imagined 
that favage conquerors, funk in ignorance and 
wapccy did not re^ify this abufi?, which is the 
ptttKill ftretch of arbitrary power. That portidn 
pf the l^nds qf the empire whkh the new fove** 
l^igns call their own, was divided into large go- 
vernments, which were called fubahfhips. The 
fubahs, who were intruded with the civil and 
military government, were alfo appointed to re- 
ceive the rpvemies. This they committed to th^ 
pare of the nabobs, whoip they eftaWiftied 
throughout their fubahfliipsj and thefe again truft* 
ed this bufinefs to private farmers, whofe imme*' 
diate cpncefn it was to cultivate the lands. 

At the beginning of their year, which is in 
June, the nabqb's officer$ agreed with the farmers 
for the price of their farm. A kind of deed wa$ 
draw*n up, called jamabandi, which wasdepofited 
in the chancery of the province; afVer which, the 
farmers went, each in his own diftrid, to look for 
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■^^ ^ :hulbafidni€o, and advanced them conGderable 
fums CO enable them to fow the grouod« After 
harveft, the farmers remitted the produce of their 
grounds to the nabob's officers. The nabob de<- 
livered it-to the fobah, and the fubah paid it into 
the emperor's treafury. The agreements were 
commonly for half the produce of the land ; the 
other half went to pay the charges of culture^ to 
enrich the. farmers^ and to fublift thofe whom 
they employed in tilling the land. In this fyftem 
were comprifed not only corn, which is the princi^ 
pal crop, but all other produdions of the earth» 
Betel, (alt, and tobacco, were all farmed in the 
fame manner. 

There were alfo fame cuftom-houfes, and fome 
duties upon the public markets ; but no poU-ttax, 
pr any tax upon induftry. Thefe arbitrary rulers 
had not thought of requiring any thing from mc9 
who had nothing left them. The weaver, fitting 
at his IpoiHi worked without folicitude, and freely 
(diipofed of the fruit of his labour. 
. This liberty extended to every kind of mover 
ables. They were mily the property of private 
perfons, who were not accoui^table to any perfon 
for them. They could difpofc of them in their 
life time 5 and^ after their death, they devolved to 
their offspring. The houfes of artificers, the town-r 
hpufes with the little gardens belonging to them, 
were likewife accounted private property. They 
were hereditary, and might be fold. 

In the latter cafe, the buyer and feller ap* 
peared before the Cothoal. The conditions of 
the bargain were tiraw'n up in writing i and thi? 

Cothoal 
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Cbthoal affixed his feal to the deed, to make it ^ ° J* '^ 
valid^ ^ V '^ 

Tut fame fofmality was obfcrved with regard- 
to the purchafc of flaves ; that is, of thofe unfor- 
tunate men, who', under the preffure of poverty^ ' 
chofe rather to be in bondage to one man who 
flowed them a fubfiftence> than to live under that 
general flavery in which they had no means of 
procuring the neceflaries of life. They then fold 
themfelves for a fum of money ; and this was tranf- ^ 
afted in prefence of the Cothoal, that the mafter*s 
property might not be contefted* 

The Cothoal was a kind of notary public. There 
was one in every diftricl of a certain fize. It was be- 
^ fore him that the few deeds were tranfafted, which 
the nature of fuch a government would admit of* 
Another oiEcer, called Jemidar, decided all differ- 
ences that arofe between man and man ; and his 
decifions were almoft always definitive, unlcfs the 
caufe was a very important one, or unlefs the ag- 
grieved party was rich enough to pay for having 
it revcrfed at the nabob's court. The Jemidar 
was likewife intruded with the police. He had a 
power of inflifting flight puniftiments ; but all 
capital offences were referved for the judgnjentof 
the nabob, as he alone had a right to pronounce 
fentence of death. 

Such a government, which was no better than 
a defpotifm gradually dcfcending from the throne 
down to the meaneft officer, could have no other 
fpring than a coercive power conftantly exerted i 
Accordingly, as foon as the rainy feafon was over, 
the monarch quitted his capital, and refided in his 

camp* 
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® ^^^ ^ camp,. The nabobs, the rajas, and the principal 
officers, were fummoned to attend him j and inttu* 
mani^r he proceeded through all the provinces 
fuccefllvelyj m miticary parade, which, however^ 
did not preclude political artifice. One great maa 
was often employed to opprefs another. The mott 
odious refinement of defpotifm is that of dividing 
it's flaves. Thefc diviGons were fomented by in- 
formers, publicly kept by the prince, who were 
continually fpreading alarm and terror. Thefc 
Ipies were always chofcn among perfons of the firft 
rank. Corruption is at it's height, when power 
can ennoble what is mean. 

Every year, the great Mogul fct out on hi* 
travels, more as a conqueror tiian as a ibvereign. 
He went to adminifter juiJice in the provinces^ as 
if he were going to plunder them j and maintained 
his authority by a parade of military force, which 
makes arbitrary governtnent a continual ftaCc of 
war. This manner of governing, though with 
legal forms, is very dangerous for the monarchy 
So long as the people feel their wr6ngs raerelf 
through the channel of thofe who are invefted 
with his authority, they only murmur, upon the 
fuppofition that the ibvereign is ignorant of them,. 
and would not faffer any injuftice if he knew it i 
but when theXovereign gives it a fanAion by his 
prefence and by his own decifioiis, then all confi- 
dence is at an end , the deception ramfhes r 
he was a God , now he is an idiot, or a wicked 
man. 

The Mogul ennrperors^ however, have long eit» 
je^ed the fuperftitious idea the nation had cooccir- 

ed 
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id of their facred charadter* That outward pomp ® ^^^ ^ 
which captivates the people more than jufl:icc> 
b'ecdufe men are more aSeded with what dazzles 
their eyes, than with v/hat is beneficial to them > 
the richnefs and fpleiidour of the princ>e's court i 
the grandeur that furrounded him in his travels ; 
4II this kept up in the minds of the people, thofe 
prejudices'of fervile ignorance, which trembles 
before the idol it has raifed. The various accounts 
that have been tranfmitted to us of the luxury of 
'^c moft brilliant courts in the world, are not to 
be compared to the oftentatious parade of the great 
Mogul when he appears in public. The elephants* 
formerly fo dreadful in war, but which are become 
. ufekfs in an army fince the ufe of cannon ; thefc 
immenfe animals that are unknow^n in our cli* 
mates, give an Afiatic monarch an airof grandeur* 
of which we have no conception. The people fall 
proftrate before their majeftic fovereign, who fits 
exalted upon a throne of gold, glittering with pre^ 
ciows ftones, mounted on the haughty animal, who 
proceeds flowly, proud to prefent the mafter of a 
great empire to the refped of fo many flaves. 
Thus, by dazzling-the eyes of men, or inspiring 
them with terror, the Moguls preferved and even 
enlarged their conquefts. Aurengzcbe completed 
them, by making himfelf mafter of the whole 
pcninfula. All Indoftan, excepting a fmall por- 
tion of it along the coaft of Malabar, fubmitted to 
that fuperftitious and barbarous tyrant, who had 
imbrued I^is hands in the blood of his father, his 
brothers, and his nephews. 

This 
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This iii£Dnoiis ddpor made die Mogul 
an ijbjcSt of dctcflatioa, bat he fopportcd it af 
long as be fireiL At his de^b it was irreoovcr* 
ablv rrdtiocd. The UDcenainty, as to the right dt 
focccBaoo, was the firft caafe of the diftarbanocs 
that arole after his demil^ at the begioiiing of 
the eighteenth cecttny. Onlf obe law was gcne^ 
rally ackoowlcgcd ; that which enadrd, that die 
Icepter (hoald never go out of the hnulj of Ta* 
nierlane; but every emperor was at liberty tochuie 
his fuccefibr, without being obliged to r^aid the 
degree of eoofanguinity. This indefinite right 
proved a fource of difcord. Toong princes, whofe 
birth intided them to exped the crown, and who 
frequently were at the head of a province and an 
army, fupported their claim fword-in-haiid, and 
paid litde regard to the will of a monarch whd 
was no more. This happened at the death of 
Aurengzcbe. His rich fpoils were ftaided with 
blood. In thefe convulfions of die ftate, the 
fprings that reftraincd an army of twelve hundred 
thoufand men were relaxed. Every nabob aimed 
at being independent, increafing the contribudoiri 
raifed upon the people, and leflcning the tribute^ 
fcnt into the emperor's treafury. No longer wai 
any thing regulated by law, all was carried on by 
caprice, or throw'n into confufion by violent mea- 
furcs. 

The education of the young princes promifcd 
no remedy for all thefe evils. Left to the care 
of Women till the age of feven years, tutored 
afterwards in fome religious principles, th^ 
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Wafted in the fofc indulgences of a feraglio thofe * ^^^ * 
years, of youth and aftivity which ought to be em- 
ployed in forming the man> and inftrudting him 
in the knowlege of life* Care was taken CD 
enervate themi that they might not become dan- 
gerous. Confpiracies of children . againft their 
, fathers . were frequent. A fufpicious iyftem of 
poljcy tet^ded to weaken the ch^ra^er of thefe 
y9^PS l^9> 1^ ord^r that they fhould not be 
capable of committing a crime. Hence that 
Ibock^ng thought of aii oriental poet, th^t /tf* 
ikers^ ^ife their fons are livingy arefond^oftbeit 
g^rundfqns^ ^hfecifufe they love in them thi enemies irf 
tbm enemas, r . 

Thb Moguls retained rtothing gf thofe hardy 
manners they h%d brought with them from theif 
. mountains. Thofe ampng them who were a4- 
vanced to high offices^ or had acquired large for- 
tunesi changed their habitations according to the 
feafons. In thefe retirements, which were fome 
of them more delightful thanothersj they lived lA 
houfes built only of clay or earth, but the infide 
of which prefcnted every Afiatic luxury, together 
with all the pomp of the mofl: corrupted courts. 
Wherever n>en cannot raife a lafting fortune, nor 
tranfmit it to their pofterity, they arc defirous of 
crowding all their enjoyments in the o|ily moment 
they can call their own. Every pleafure, and 
even life itfejf, is exhaufted in the midft of per-» 
fumes and women* . . 

The Mogul empire was in this ftate of weak- 
nefs when it was attacked, in 1738, by the famotas 
Nadercha, better know'n among us by the name 
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• ^^ ^ of ThamasKouli-Kan» . The innumcrabk armks 

of India were difpcrfed, without refiftajice, by a 

•hundred thoufand Perikns ; as thofe very Perfians 

iiad formerly fled tycfore thirty thoufand Greeks 

trained by Alexander. Thamas entered vi&orious 

into Delhij received the homage of Muhammetj 

fufl^red that weak^ monarch to live and to reign, 

-iHiited to P^rfia alt the provinces that fuited him, 

-and returned loaded with an immenfe booty, the 

'fpt^ils of Indoftan* 

MtTH AMMiT, dcJpifcd by his conqueror, was ftill 
'more fo by his fubjcfts. The great men would not 
ferve under a vatTal of the king of Pcufia; \ The 
naboblhips became independent, paying only a 
iimaU 4;ribute. In vahi did the emperor -^clare 
itkit tkis nabobs fhould I|iU* be removeable; eadi 
of thcmr ftrove with all His power to tn^ke his dig- 
nity h^reditary^ and th$ fword decided every oon- 
telV. The fubje<5ts were conftantly atwar -v^ith their 
mafter, and were not confidercd as rebels. Who- 
^v^roovld afford 4:0 pay a body of troops, pre- 
"tended "to a .fovcreignty. The only formality 
•obfejcv^d, was to couaterfeit the emperbr*s lign 
maaual in a firman, or warrant of iqvcftiture. It 
' wastbrought to tlie ufuirper, who received it on his 
^knees^ -^ This farce was neceflary to impofc upon 
rche:people, who had ftill refpe(5): enough remain- 
Jog ibr the family of Tamerlane, to choofe that 
alt authority Ihould,. at Icaft, appear to proceed 
from that fource. 

Thus did. difcord,. ambition, and anarchy op- 

prc6 this, beautiful region of Indoftan. Crimes 

. could the more eafily be concealed^ as it was the 

cuftom 



. ./ m THE EAST JlND ^EST tNplES,. ,, -355 

cuftom of the great never to write but in am- ? 2 ^ S' 
* biguous terno^j an4|o employ none but obfcurc ^.-^^^m^ 

agents, whom they difowned when they found it 
. precflT^^i 4^aflination and poifoning became * 
coin[^9n. jC rimes, which were buried in tJie dark 
recdje? pf thofc impejietrable palaces, full of at- 
H;q;ifl^t^^ ever ready to perpetrate fhe bj^ckeft 
^Q^gn the Icaft fignal from -their mafter, 

T'H]^ f<yp|gl>.troops^hat were called ip by the 
iC?Qfttendl»g parties, completed the miferies' of this 
.Pfiibipgy cwia^y. : Tb^y carried oflF ^]I t^e riches 
-ofitbel|Uid>.Qr Qblig^4 tfejc oypers to-bu^ry them 
jun^gn ground} and t^iuis it wa$ that the treafur^ 
^amjii&d for- foi malpy ages gradually di-^appeared. 
wA -geheral- dejejdliQn.cqfued. The grounds lay 
faillaw,. and the manufaftures ftood ftiil. The 
poc^le would no longer work for foreign pi un- 
.cj^ciis, oi:> domeftic oppieffors. Want and famine 
^ere foon felt. Thefe calamities, which for ten 
years had infefted the provinces of the empire, 
'began to vifit the coaft of Coromandeh The wife 
Nizam-cl Muluck, fubah of the Decan, was now 
no rs^ptt^ His prudence and talents had kept- 
that part of India which he commanded in a 
-ilouri^ing ftate. The European merchants were 
apprefcenfive that their trade might fail when 
it had loft that fupport. They faw no refource 
aga,inft that danger, but to haye a territory of their 
own^ large enough to contain a number of manur 
fad:urers fufficient to make up their lading. 

DuPLEix was the firft who confidered this as a^ Means em- 
pradbicable fcheme. The war had brought many th?Frcnch 
troops to Pondichcrry, with which he hopcd» by hr'^^J! 
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• ^ ^ ripy cooqucftsjtD procure greater adrantagcs dun 
the riTal oadoos had obtained by a ftcady coodoft 
and mamre deliberation. 

Ha had long ftodied the charader of die Mo- 
guls^ their iorrigoes, and their political ioterefis. 
He had acquired fuch knowlege of diele matters, 
as might have been furprifing even in a man 
brought up at the court of Delhi. This knofd^e, 
deef^ combicedj had convinced him th^ it would 
be in his power to attain a principal influence in 
die affairs of Indoftan ; pofliblf, to manage them 
at his pleafure. His ipirit, which prompted him 
to attempt more than he was able to perform, gave 
addldooal ftrength to his refleftions. Nbching 
terrified him in the great part he pn^x>fed to aft 
at the diftance of fix thoufand leagues firom his 
native country. lo vain did his firiends icpiefent to 
him the dangers attending fuch an undertaking ; 
he confidered nothing but the glorious advantage 
of fecuring to France a new dominion in the heart 
of Afia^ of enabling her, by the revenues annexed 
to it, to defray the charges of trade and the ex- 
penccs of fovercignty ; and even of freeing her 
from the tribute which our luxury pays to the in:^ 
duftry of the Indians, by procuring rich and nu- 
merous cargoesj which fliould not be bought with 
^any exports of money, but with the overflowings 
of the new revenues. Full of this great prqjed, 
Pupleix eagerly feized the firft opportunity that 
offered to put it in execution, and loon took upon 
him to dtQ>ofe of the fubahlhip of the DeCMr, and 
the nabobfliip of the Carnatic, in favour of two 
men who were ready to give up any thing he 
fliould require. 

The 
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, The fubahihip of the Decan is ^ viccroyalty, 
made up of fcveral provinces which were fortncrly 
fp many independent Itates. It extends from Cape 
Comorin to the Ganges. The fubah has the fuper- 
intendence of all the Indian princes, and all the 
Mogul governors within his jurifdidion ; and in 
his hands are depofited the contributions that are 
deftined to fill the public trcafure. He can com- 
pel his inferior officers to attend him in all military 
expeditions he may think proper to make into the 
countries under his dominion ; but he is not 
a.llowed to march them into a foreign territory^ 
Mrithout an exprefs order from the emperor. 

The fubahihip of the Decan becoming vacant 
1111748, Dupleix, after a fcries of events and .re- 
volutions, in which the corruption of the Moguls, 
the weakiiefs.of the Indians, and the boldnefs 
of the French, were equally confpicuous, difpof(;d 
qf it, towards the beginning of the year 175 1> 
i|i favour of^ Salabat*jing, a fon of the late 
vicerov. 

This fuccefs iecured great advantages to the 
French fettlements along the coaft of Coromaa- 
del J .but Pondicherry was a plac'e of fuch import- 
ance, that it was thought to deferve a particular 
attention. This town, which is fituated in the 
Caroatic, has fuch conftant and imnoediate con- 
nexions with the nabob of that rich difirift, 
that it was thought advifeable to procure the go** 
yernment of the, province for a man whofe affec- 
tion and fubmiflibn migHt be depended upon. 
The choice fell upon Chunda-faeb, a relation of 
the l^tc nabobs well know'n for his intrigues, his 

A a 3 mis*^ 
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BOOK rnlifonuRCs, his warlike exploits, and his Aeadi- 
l_. .^ ,_ f nels of temper. 

Im return for their fervices, the French inide 
him give up an ithinenft itrtitory. The pridci- 
pal of their acqu.Iitions was the iQand of Scriog- 
ham, formed by the two branches of the Carcri. 
This long and fertile ifland derives it's oame and 
it's consequence from a Pagoda, which is fortified, 
as mod; great buildings that arc devoted to pob- 
licworfliip. The temple is furrouoded withfeven 
iquarc inclofures, at the diflance of three bundird 
ahd fifty feet ffom each other, and formed by w^l* 
of 3 moderate height, which are proportionaWy 
thick. The ahar ftands in the center. A Jiogle 
monument of this kind, with it's fortifications, and 
the myfleries and riches it contains, is more likely 
to enforce and perpetuate a religion, than a mul- 
tiplicity of temples and priefts difperfed in dif- 
ferent towns, with their facriBces, ceremodies, 
jft-ayerff, and drfcoorfcs, which, by their number, 
their frequent repetition, and their being per- 
formed in public, are apt to tire the people : thcfe 
are alfo expofcd- to the contempt of enlightened 
rcafon, to dangerous profanations, or to the Qi^t 
and negleft of the people i a circumftance which 
the pricfts dread more than facrilege itfelf. The 
priefls of India, as wife as thofe of E^pt, Ciiffer 
penetrate ftwo the Pagoda of 
^^midtt the^ fabies in which the hif- 
mple is involved^ probably fomc 
ler might, if he were admitted into 
the emblemsj the form and con- 
edifice, and the foperftitious prac- 
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ticesandtraditionspcculiar td tfiatfacred inclofure, 
many foorccs of inftru6tion, and acquire an infight 
into the hiftcwy of the moft remote ages. Pilgrims 
refort thither from ail parts of Indoftaflj to obtain 
abfolucion of their fins, and always bring an offer- 
ing proportionable to their circumftances. Thefc 
gifts were ftili fo confiderable at the beginning of 
the prefcnt century, as to maintain forty thpiifand 
men in a life of floth and idlenefs. The Bramins 
of this temple, though under the rcftraints of 
fubordinatioh, were feldom know'n to quit their 
retiremei^t for the more bufy fcenes of intrigu© 
^nd politics. 

Independent of other advantages which the 
French enjoyed by the acquifirion of Seringhamy 
the fituation gave them great influence over the 
neighbouring countries^ and an abfolute command 
over the kingdom of Tanjour, as they could at 
any time (lop the waters that were wanted for the 
culture of the rice. 

The territories of Karical and Pondicherry 
obtained an acceffion of ten leagues each, with 
fourfcore villages. If thefe acquifitions were not 
fo confiderable as that of Stringham in point of 
political influence, they were much more fo wit^ 
regard tQ trade. 

B^T this was -a trifling acquifition compared to 
the teFritory that was gained to the North, which 
comprehended the Condavir, Mafulipatnam, the 
ifland of Divi, and the four provinces of Mufta* 
fanaguf, Elur, Rajaimandry, and ChicakqU Such 
important conceflTions made the Fre;nch mafl:ersof 
the coaft for the fpace of fix hundred miles, and 

A a i|. ' procured 
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' ^y<* ^ procured tbem the beft linen in IndoAao. Ic 
*—%■—* is true tbey were to enjoy the four prarioccs do 
longer than tbey fliould (urnifti the fubah with a 
flipulated number of troops, and nuuntain them 
at their own expenCe % but this a g ree m e n t, which 
was only binding to their honefty, gave them little 
concern. Their ambition madie them already 
think themfelves in pofieOion of the treafures 
that had been heaped up in thofe vafl regions for 
Jb many agn. 

The ambitious views of the French, and their 
projeds of conqueft, were carried much beyond 
this. They propofcd to obtain a ceffion c^ the 
capital of the Porragude oilonies, and to feize 
upon the diftrid of a triangular form* which lies 
between Mafulipatnam, Goa, and Cape Comorin. 
In the mean time, till they could realize riiefe 
brilliant chimeras, they conGdered the perfonal 
honours that were lavifiied upon Dupleix as a 
prcfage of the greateft profperity. Ic is well 
know'n, that every foreign colony is in fome de- 
gree odious to the natives ; it ii therefore gbod 
policy to endeavour to leflen this averfion, and 
the fureft way to attain that end> is, to conform as 
much as pofTible to the cuftoms and manners of 
the country. This maxim, which' is in general 
iruCj is more particularly fb in countries where the 
people refleift but little ; and is confequently fo in 

lination which the French commander 
atic pomp, was ftill a further induce- 
him to conform to the cuftoms of the 
Accordingly, he was exceedingly re-f 
jgiccd 
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joiced when he faw him&lf inveftcd with the dig- * ^^ -^ 
mty of a nabob. That title pdt him upon a levd 
with thofe whofe prote&ioD he folicited before, 
and horded him confiderable opportunities to 
pare the way for tbofe great revolutions he me^i-- 
t;ated, in order to promote the important interefts 
he was Iturufted with* He entertained ftiU greater 
hopes on being appointed governor of all the Mo- 
gul pofleflions^ thfoughout an extent little infejdor 
to the whole kingdom of France. All the revenues 
of thofe rich provinces were to be depofited in his 
hands, and he was. accounuble to none but the 
fobah himfelf. 

. Though thefc agreements entered into by nwr* 
chants could not he very pleaGng to the court of 
Delhi^ they were not much afraid of it's refent- 
nient. The emperor, being in want of men and 
money, which the fqbahs, the nabobs^ the r^as» 
his meaneft delegates, took upon thenolelvM 
to refufe him^ found hiinfelf attacked on all 
fides.* 

The Rajaputes» defcended from thofe Indians 
with whom Alexander had been engaged in battle^ 
being driven out of their lands by the Moguls^ 
took flicker in fome mountains that afe almofl: 
inaccefiible. Continual difturbances put it out 
of their power to think of conquefts ^ but in the 
intervals of their diflentions, they make inroads 
that cannot fail of haraffing an empire already 
eKhaufted f 

The Patans are flill more formidable enemies. 
Driven by the Moguls from mod of the thrones of 
Indoltan^ they have taken refuge at the foot of 

Mount 
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B oo K Mount Imaus^ which k a^omirmaticmofthcCau^ 
cafuf. That fituation has ftfatigely a}f€fed their 
manners, and given them a fiarcenrfy of cempcr 
Which they had not in a milder cUih^e* War f^ 
their cfhief cmploymeiit. They ferre alike under 
the banners of Indian ol* Mohanunedan princes;^ 
but their obedience is not equal to their valour* 
Whatever crime they may have beeti guilty of> it 
i> dangerous td puni(h themi for they are fo 
Tindidiivey that they will murder when they are 
weak, and revolt tPhen they are ftroag enoi^ 
x& attempt ^ny bohi enterpri2e. Since the reign- 
ing power has loft it's (Irengch, the nation has 
ftiakcn off the yoke. Not many years ago, 
their generals carried on their ravages as far ^ 
D^lhi) and did not quit that capital till they hack 
pltttidered it. 

To the north of Indoftan is a nation, whichy 
fhoiAgh lately know'n, i& the more formidable for 
lieing a new enemy. This people, diflisiguifiiecb 
by the name of Scheiks, have found means to free 
f hemfelves frcm the chains of defpotifm and fup^r- 
fliition, though furrounded by nations of flav^» 
They are faid to be followers of a philofopher of 
Thibet, who infpired them with fome notions of 
liberty, and taughf theni' Theiihi without any 
mixture of fupcrftition. They firft' appeared in 
trfifi-begin'mng of 4;he prefent century ^.but wcec 
theA. con fid^f red rather as a fe6t. than as a nation'^ 
During the calamities of the Mogul empire, jthiir 
number increafed cdmfeierably by apoftates of all 
religions, who joined, with them, and fought ihcM 
ter among them from the opprcffions and fury of 

their 
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their tyrahts/ To be adAciitted of -that focUty, ^^^^ ^^ 
mthihg more is requii^^d thaji t^ fw<Safi' implacibltf 
hatred agairtft monarchy. > It i^ affcrfcd> that .th*y 
Itave- a tcrnple with analtar^ on which ft&rids 
their code of laws, and next to ft d fc^ptef aiM A 
iJagger. Fotir old men are elefted, who oc- 
cdiortally confult thfe law^ which is the bnly fu^ 
jn-eme power this republic obeys. The Schtfiks 
aafhially poffefs the whole province of ?unjal, th0 
greateft part of xhe Moultan and the Sjndi, botht 
banks of the Indua, from Caflimere to Tatta, ari4 
all the country towards Delhi, from L^hor to Sir-' 
bend: they can raife an army of fixty thouftnd 
^ood cavalry. 

But of all tlje enemies of the* Moguls, non^ 
afci perhaps, fo dangerous as the Marattas. This 
ivation, of late fo famous, as far as the obfcurity of 
their origin and hiftory will allow us to conjec- 
ture, poffeffed fcveral provinces of Indoftan, from - 
whence they were driven by the fear, or the arms 
of the Moguls. They fled into the mountains 
which extend from Surat to Goa, and there form- 
ed fevcral tribes, which in procefsof time united 
into one ftate, of which Satarah was for a long 
time, and Ponah now is, the capital. 
. Most of them carried vice and licentioufnefs 
to all the excefles which might be exped:ed from 
an ignorant people, who have caft off the yoke of 
prejudices; without fubftituting wh^lefome laWs- 
and knQi?*lege in their ftead. Tired of laudable* 
andjieaecful labours, they thought of nothingbut 
r-apine. Yet this was confined to the plundering 
bf a {t\Sf villages,, and the robbing of fome cara^ 
^ ■ vans; 
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• 1r? * ^»* «31tliea»aftrfCb«o»iidd,bd»gtfcicawi- 
cd bfj Aorcagzcbc, made chem icofible of dicff 
ftiCfigthy by imploniig chcir afliftaooe* 

At tbb period, they were ttem coming out of 
their tptk^, mooMcd oo finall and M^Qupoi 
hmfc%, but ftoot, and accnftooKd to iDdiffcrcaf 
fircdiag, co difficvlc roads, and to cxceffirc fadgoe. 
Tke whole accomremenc of a Maratta horfcmaa 
coofiftcd of a torban, a gvdk, and a cloak. His 
prortfions were a Uctle bag of rke, and a kadier 
bottle foil of water* His only weapon was an ex- 
cdlcntfabre. 

NonrwiTHSTAif DiMc the afliftance of thefc bar-: 
bariansy the Indian princes were forced to bend 
to the yoke of Au^ngezebe; but the conqoercK'» 
weary of contending with irr^uiar troops, which 
were conrinually ravaging the newly-reduced pro* 
Tinccs, determined to conclude a treaty that 
would have been diihonourablej had it not been 
dtdated by ncceflity» which is ftronger than pre- 
jodicesy oachs^ and laws. He ceded for ever to 
the Marattas the founh part of the revenues of 
the Decan^ a fubahfhip formed out of all his ufurp- 
ations in the peninfula. 

This kind of tribute was regularly paid as long 
as AurcDgzebe lived* After his death, it was 
granted or refufcd according to circumftances.* 
The levying of it brought the Marattas in arms 
to the remoteft parts of their mountains. Their 
boldneis increafed during the anarchy of Indoftan. 
They have made the empire tremble $ they have 
depofed monarchs > they have extended their fron* 
tiers 1 they have granted their protection to rajas 

and 
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and nabobs >^Tio ftroTc to be indcpctwJcnt, iiid * ^^^ *^ 
rficir influence has been Unbounded. • 

Whilx thcxourt of Delhi wa;S with difficu% 
contending with fo many enemte^, all confpiring 
to effeft it's ruin, M. dc Bufly, who with a fmall 
corpi of French troops, and axi army of Indians, 
had condufted Salabat-jing to 'Aurengabad his 
capital, (fndciavpurcd to eftablifh him on theth>onte 
where he .had placed him. The weaknefe of tWe 
prince, the corifpiracies which it^occafioned,tKe 
firmans or privileges which had been granted^ ti> 
rivals, and other impediments^ obftruded, biit 
could not fubvert his projefts. By his means the 
prince reigned more peaceably under the protco- 
* tion of the French than could have been expt&r 
'ed, confidcring the circumftances of fiis fitiiarion^i 
land he prcferved him abfolutely independent df 
, the head of the empire.- '' - ^ 

' Chunda-Saeb, appointed nabob of the Carna- 
tic, was not in fo happy a fituatioti. The EnglrfH, 
ever In oppofition to the French, had ftirrcd up k 
rival againft him, named Mohammc,d-Ali-Kharf. 
The nanies of thofe two princes ferved as a pte^ 
tenet for carrying on a vigorous war between the 
"two nations : they fought for glory, for wealth, 
and to ferve the paflions of thiir refp^iSlive corti*- 
manders; Dupleix and Saunders^. Viftory declared 
'alternately for each arnriy. Succefs would not 
have been fo fluftuating, had the governor df 
Madrafs had more troops, or the governor of 
Pondicherry better officers.' It was difficult to 
cbnjedture which of thofc two men, who were 
both of the fame inflexible temper, would in thfc 
9 end 
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* '^iji^ *^' ?ft^ ,^1?^*"^ l^hitt fiipcnprity ; hut it w;ui very certain 
.Wrv^^ that neither would fybxpit^ ^hile he ^ad either 
trciop? or inpnjey lcft# - Noi* wa? it likely rthat^ 
cifl?^ pf t^i^m )f;9ui4 (9pfi }fc jtfiucpd to this.f3j-" 
precplty, flotyfith%>ding their ^mfzii^ ^9^ 
bccaufc they bott found fuch. rjcfaurces in tJudr 
l^ftf^ and jtlj^ir ^nius^ a^.ey^n.t^ mpQ: abje 
;fn9fl cpuld ^Oit • If g^ve ^ny cqivg^tiaa, pf, It- w^s 
«!\fidgn.t. that .th,e%diftur.b^ncf3 -in the dxJ^Sjf 
W^^hW ^^ hte ^t ^n, cnd^, uijlcfs ihe ^ac« w^t^ , ftf|l: 
4ftffed i^ Eurftpf i rapd it \%a$. ^* ^P f^ai;'(^4 J^t 
•tl>e ft^jTC w^i^ had been confiopd to Indi^ f^r 
Jfof, y,ejjtrf inigh^/pread further. The minjfter^ pf 
Wr^j^ ^^t^d^^^^d pbyiat^d thi§ 4aflg»r^ J^ 
.^WWi'lg ^^^'M!f compafliie^ to R^s^n^ii^li^ri^ 
-qf ,ji^i:c^mei|t^ T^ey madc.^..coi;diuonal ttcafy^ 
.^^kii,^heg3^- by fiifpcndiijig. ^If JxpftiUtie? gtjj^ 
commencenient of the year xj^^^^d yf'e^ XSfty^ 
Jjiy ^ftgbliihing i?ptwfta tKew.a ger/ftft fiay^li^ of 
territory, of ftrf,9^, and of rriad^> o;i the gog.^ 
pf;gorMaancldapdX)rijKa. 7^)15 ftipjt^Ji^t 190, ]h^ 
.flftt :ye,t received the fftn<3:iop pf the couiKs Qf 
Jy9p4csA apd yefiafiUes^ vheft ^r^^ter interc^ 
j^ni^^a £rcOxw^ bet\8;een.fhp two natipp^^ , . 
wir be. ^ Tri* I'epqrt q( tl)i^ great <y>nt|efl:, . wJpieh b^g^f 
ETgi"(h*',na in Nor*h Atry^f ica, ^ad lprqi4 . it^lf .t^oug^9Jijt 
ThrFVeoch'^^ Wy«rfe, . v^aGbed the p^' Indies, at ^tiipp 
fcui!«in!i! ^^^» ^^ B.i?g)ifti. were eng^g^ i^ .a ^c^ry ipfji'ir 
'jQ^tf' war with fhc fubah of Bengal. Had, , the 
J^rench been tb^n in the fame fta.tc they were ip^ 
)5eajrs before, - .|hey would; ^avf: Jgincd >^i,tfc.ttip 
flatj/ves. -From narrow vicwe^, aj^d iri-judgcdjjv- 
-tjcifeftsj, they w^re defirous of , entering intp a for.- 

I mal 
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m^l <jp»vc»ti9j\, ' to fecurg ^; ncuu^a^ity: wjiich " **^^ ^ 
had fuhfaftc^ pr>,tl?e bank« of tbp G^g^s ^uring 
fiie lift difturb^npes. Tiieir rivals ^mufccj rficnn 
^kh the ho^s of fettling jhi^ cc^nvenjioq,. fo.|qpg 
^ dicy wa£it«d,tol|C3eep'tb€c^i4n a.ft^tfjpf w«i^^O. 
^t a^ fpoo^s their fuccfffcsi l^d enat^J^d dhf pi tp 
^afee iheif ovjxi tenxis, thpy .attacked Cha^^^fip^jqa^ 
gpp^. The reduftion of this place w^$ fQllo>y«d 
\^y the ruinx)/ ^11 the faft^ries (^qjeivkpt ujpft^^ti 
urid put the j£nglifli/m a cpAdi UQa tp Cen4.fn<9n» 
jFnoney,.pro^^ipR?p and fliijK, to .tiae c^al^ <?£^(^ofiOr 
u^iandel, wh^re.tbe Freach w-ci^e j^|l ariHM^iv^Kfi 
.cofifider^le .fend-^and fea fprces, : . . , . 

The^jl forces .deftioed to proijeft tbe,/q^Ifl- 

mentspf thfirpwn wi^q^ agd- ^ifjfepy |}iftfe.qf 

A^c cn^mf J wfft mprefhpp fv^cient to;,ao^er 

:Jljoth tb9f^ pwpofes- : The gp^y p^int wasm. make 

:^ prqper .u^ iflf .them i but .the^re w^s a mift^^ke in 

' 7th^ frpna. thfe. beginning, as will p}ainly . ^ppjestr 

(roiiok the fqUpwi<ig obferv^tiops.. , . 

B^Fo.i^E x\ie comisnencenaenc of the war, $J|c 

^CpRipany poffeflfed on ^H? <;Qaft^ pf Cororryuadgl 

a^d Orixa, M^AijUp^tnaniij ♦with five*pfQyince$ i a 

fergc c|r<:ijiGof Un4^l?oyt ^<MMiicherry,vWlv<*h/Qr 

.11, lo«>g time befprc h^ |?6^^ iKxthin^ but a fand-» 

'.tjaak i arid .^n ex^wi; pej^ly of fhe <anp^ fiae ifi , 

the neighbourhood of J^ariqftl^ ^apd, laftly, thje 

iUand of ^i^ringbamir Tbcfc p<>fffi^<ms.mf4^ foMr 

trades of country, tpp f^r d^ftaot %0 fiipport^aqh 

r other. They bore tbc m^rks of the mhX -f^Qy 

and extravagant imagination of Dupleix, w^o had 

made thcfe acquifuions* 
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' %^ ^ Thzss political errors might hxrc been amend- 
ed. Dapieix, who co rop ta fated tor his defeds 
bf his great qoalidesy had acquired fi> great an 
infltBencCy diat he was offered the p er p e tu al go* 
▼eniment of die Carnatic. It was the moft flou- 
lifting prorince in aH the Mogul empire* Bjr 
fingoiar and fortunate drcumftancesy it had been 
governed iucceffirdj by three nabobs of the fame 
fanniify who had been equallf attentive to agri* 
culture and induftiy. General felicttf had been 
die refok of this mild government and public- 
ipirited coodud^ and the public revenues had in- 
creafed to twelve millions*. A fizth part of this 
ium would have been given to Satabat-jing» and 
Ac reft would have been for the Compasf • 

If the miniftry and the diredton, who alter* 
natelj fupportcd and negleded their power in 
India, had but been capable of a firm and ietded 
refolution, they might have ient orders to their 
agent to give up all the remote conquefts, :0kI to 
' be amtent with that imporunt fctdement. It was 
alone fufficient a> give the French a firm eftablifli- 
roenty a compaft territory in which the fctdcments 
would be contiguous, a very large quantity of 
merchandiie, provifions for their fortified towns, 
and revenues fufficient to maintain a body of 
troops, which would have enabled them to fet the 
jealoufy of their neighbours, and the hatred of their 
enemicf at defiance* Unfortunately for them, 
the court of Vcrfaillcs ordered that Duplcix (houkt 

♦ 50,000 L 
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not accept of the Carnatic i and affairs remained b o o i^ 
as they were before that propofal. 

The fituation was critical. Dupleix was, per- 
haps, the only man who could fupport himfelf ii^ 
it, or in his ftead the celebrated officer who had 
had the greateft fliarc in his confidence, and wag 
bed acquainted with his fchemes. The contrary 
opinion prevailed, Dupleix had been recalled.* 
The general, who was appointed to condudl the 
Indian war, imagined he muftdemolifti a ftrudture 
which ought only to have been fupported in thofe 
troublcfome times, and difcovered his defigns in 
fe public a manner, as contributed greatly to 
heighten the imprudence of his refolutions. 

This man, whofe ungovernable temper could 
never ad^pt itfelf to circumftances, had received 
from nature none of thofe qualities that render a 
man fit for command. He was governed by a 
gloomy, impetuous, and irregular imagination j 
fo that there was a perpetual contraft between his 
converfation and his projefts, and between his 
projefts and his aftions. Paffionate, fulpicious, 
jealous, and pofitive to excefs, he created an uni- 
verfal diffidence and deje£tion, and excited ani- 
moGties never to be fuppreffed. His military 
operations, his civil government, his political com- 
binations, all bore evident marks of the confufion 
of his ideas. 

The evacuation of the ifland of Seringham was 
;he principal caufc of the difafters that attended 
the war with Tanjour. Mafulipatnam, and the 
northern provinces were loft, from having given 
up the alliance of Salabat-jing. The inferior 

Vol. II. B b powers 
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powers of the Carnatic, who no longer rcfpeftcd 
the French for the fake of their old friend the fubah 
of the Decan, completed the general ruin by 
cfpoufing other intcrefts. 

On the other hand, the French fqtradron, though 
fuperior to the Englilh, with which it had en- 
gaged three feveral times without gaining anjr 
advantage over it, was at laft obliged to leave it 
mafter of the feas, by which the fate of India 
was decided. Pondicherry^ after ftruggling with 
all the horrors of famine, was forced to furrcnder 
on the 15th of January 1761. LaHy had, the 
day -before, correfted a plan of capitulation draw^n 
pp by the council 5 he had named deputies to 
carry it to the enemy's camp ; and, by a contra- 
diftion that was charaftcriftic of the man, he gave 
the deputies a letter for the Englifli general, in. 
which he told him, be would have no capitulation^ 
iecaufe the Englifi were fuch people that they would 
not adhere to it. 

In taking pofleflion of the place, the conqueror 
caufcd not only the troops that had defended it, 
but all the French in ihe Company *s fervice, to 
be fhipped off fpr Europe ; and, not fatisfied even 
with that revenge, they deftroycd Pondicherry, 
and made that noble city a heap of ruins. 

Those of the inhabitants who were fent over 
to France, arrived in dcfpair, at having loft their 
fortunes, and feen their houfes demolifhed as they 
quitted the fhore. They filled Paris with their 
clamours 5 they excited the indignation of the 
public againft their governors they impeached 
•him as the author of all their miferics, and the 

fble 
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fole caufe of the lofs of a flourifliing colony. Lalljr book 
was taken up, and tried by the parliament. He 
had been accufed of high trcafon and extortion > 
qf the firfl: he was acquitted, and of the fecond no 
proof could be brought j yet Lally was condemn- 
ed to tofe his head. 

Let us afk, in the name of humanity, what his 
crime was, that it fhould be punifhablc by law? 
The awful fword of juftice was not put into the 
hands of the magiftrate to gratify private refent-^ 
snent, or even to follow the emotions of public in- 
dignation. The I4W alone muft point out it*s own 
"vic^tims i andj if the clamours of a blind and in- 
cenfed multitude could fway with the judges to 
pronounce a capital fentence, the innocent might 
fuffer for the guilty, and there would be no fafety 
for the citizen. In this point of view let ua 
examine the fentence. 

It declares, that Lally ftands convicfted oi hav^ 
ing betrayed the interejis of the king ^ of the ft ate ^ and 
ef the India Company. What is meant by betray- 
ing of intcrefts ? What law is there that makes it 
death to be guilty of this vague and indefinite 
crime? No fuch law either does or can cxift. 
Difgrace from the prince, contempt frpm the 
nation, and public infamy 5 thefe are the proper 
punifliments for the man, who, from incapacity 
or folly, has not ferved his country as he ought : 
but death, and that too upon a fcaffbld, is deftined 
for crimes of a different nature. 

The fentence further declares, that Lally ftands 
convidted of vexations, exaSions, and abufe of au^ 
tbority* No doubt he was guilty of thefe in num- 

B b 2 berlefs 
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B o o K berlcfs inftances. He made ufc of violent means 
u 'J- _' to procure pecuniary aids ; but this money was 
put into the public treafure. He injured and op- 
prefled the citizens \ but he never attempted any 
thing againft their lives^ or agaioft their honour. 
He ereded gibbets in the market-place^ but 
cauied no one to be executed upon them. 

In faft^ he was a madman of a dark and dan- 
gerous cafti an odious and deipicable man; a 
man totally incapable of command. But he was 
neither guilty of public extortions nor treafon ; 
and^ to ufe the exprellion of a philofopher whofe 
virtues do honour to humanity^ every one bad a 
right to kill Lalhf^ except the executioner. » 

Cfofet of The misfortunes that befel the French! n Afia 

the mufor- t\\rr%-in 

tdocsoTche had been forefeen by all conuderate men. who 
'^ * refleflcd on the corruption of the. nation. Their 
morals cfpecially had degenerated in the volup- 
tuous climate of India. The wars which Dupleix 
had carried on in the inland parts had laid the 
foundation of many fortunes. They were in- 
creafed and multiplied by the gifts which Salabat- 
jing laviflied on thofe who condufted him in 
triumph to his capital^ and fixed him on thethrone. 
The officers who had not ihared the dangers, the 
glory, and the benefits of thofe brilliant expedi- 
tions> found out an expedient to comfort themfelvcs 
under their misfortune $ which was, to reduce the 
fipahis to half the number they were ordered to 
maintain, and to apply their pay to their own 
benefit i which they could eafily do, as the money 
pafled through their hands. The agents for trade, 
who had not thefe refources^ accounted to thq 

Company 
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Company but for a very fm all part of the profits ® 
.made upon the European goods they fold^ though 
they ought to have been all their own j and fold 
them thofe in India at a very high price, which 
they ought to have had at prime coft, Thofe who 
were intruded with collefting the revenue of any 
particular fpot, farmed it themfclvcs under Indian 
names, or let it for a trifle, upon receiving a hand- 
fome gratuity; they even frequently kept back 
the whole income of fuch eftates, under pretence 
of fome imaginary robbery or devaftation, which 
had made it impoflible to coiled it. All under* 
takings, of what nature foeVer, were clandeftinely 
agreed upon j and became the prey of the perfons 
employed in them, who had found means to make 
themfelves formidable, or of fuch as were moft in 
favour, or richeft. The authorized abufe that pre- 
vails in India, of giving and receiving prefents on 
thc^conclufion of every treaty, had multiplied thefc 
tranfaftions without neceflity . The navigators who 
landed in thofe parts, dazzled with the fortunes 
which they faw increafed fourfold from one voyage 
to another, no longer regarded their (hips, but as 
the means of carrying on trade and acquiring 
wealth. Corruption was brought to it's greatefl: 
height by people of rank, who had been difgraced 
and ruined at homej but who, being encouraged 
by what they faw, and impelled by the reports that 
were brought to them, refolved to go themfelves 
into Afia, in hopes of retrieving their (battered 
fortunes, or of being able to continue their irre- 
gularities with impunity. The perfonal condu£l 
q{ %ht djredors i^iade it neceifary for them to con- 

B b 3 nivc 
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• •* ® ^ nirc at all thcfc difordcrs. They were reproached 
w m^mmmf with attending to nothing in their office but the 
credit, the nroney, and the power it gave them . 
with giving the mod important pofts to their own 
relations, men of no morals, applicatidn, or ca- 
pacity i with multiplying the number of fadors 
without necefljty and without bounds, to fecure 
friends in the city and at court ; and, laftly, they 
were accufed of obtruding upon the public com- 
modities which might have been bought cheapek- 
and better in other places. Whether the govern- 
ment did not know of thefe exceffes, or had not 
refolution enough to put a ftop to them, it was, by 
it's blindnefs or it's wcaknefs, in fomc meafure 
accefiary to the ruin of the affairs of the nation in 
India. It might even without injuftice be charged 
with being the principal caufc of themi by fending 
fuch improper perfons to manage and defend an 
important fcttlement, which had rto Icfs to fear 
from it's own corruption, than from the Englifli 
fleets and armies. 
Meafurci Xhe dlfaftefsof the Company abroad wcr^ aggra* 
the French vatcd by thcif (ituation equally diftrefsful at home. 
bijfh affairs It was ncccffary to reprefent thefe twofold misfor- 
in JO 11. tunes to the proprietors. This difcovcry occafioncd 
a general defpondcncy, which give rife to a variety 
<)f different fchemes, all equally abfurd. Thefe 
feveral fchemes Were liiftily difcuffed j nor was it 
poffible that any of them could be fixed upon by 
men in fuch a ftate of uncertainty aftd diffidence. 
The deliberations were carried on with too much 
afperity j and tinie, which was of fo much confe- 
^tience, was loft in upbraidings and inveftives. 

No 
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No 6nt could forefee ^where thefe commotions • ® ® * 

V IV. 

would end. The ftornv at length fubfidcd, and 
frefh hopes began to dawn. The Company, 
which the enemies to all exclufive privileges wiflied 
to fee abohfhed, and which fo many private in-^ 
terefts had confpired to deftroy, ftill maintained 
it's ground : but it was put upon a better footing ; 
a circumftance which was abfolutely neccflary. 

Amono the caufes that had occaiioned the dif^ 
treflesof the Company, there was one which had 
long been looked upon as the fource of all the reft ; 
this was. the dependence, or rather the flavery, in 
which the government had kept that great body 
for near half a century. 

Ever fince the year 1723, the direftors had 
been ch6fen by thecourt^ In 1730, a corhmiflary 
appointed by the king was introduced into the 
adminiftration of the Company. From this period 
there was an end to all freedom of debate; there 
was no longer any connexion between thofc who 
had the management df affairs, and the pro- 
prietors; no immediate intercourfe between the 
managers and the government. All was direlfbed 
by the influence, and according to the views of the 
court. Myftery, that dangerous veil of arbitrary 
adminiftration, concealed all the operations; and 
it was not till 1744 that the profprietors were called 
together. They were impowered to name fyndics, 
and to call a general meeting once a year ; but 
they were not better informed of the ftate of thckr 
aflfairs, nor more at liberty to dircd them. The 
power of chufing the diredors wa$ ftili veftcd in 
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B o o K the crown, and inftead of one commiflary, the 
king chofc to have two. 

From this time two parties were formed. Eslch 
comrniffary had his own fchcme, his own Fa* 
vouritcs, and endeavoured to get his own pro-, 
jeAs adopted. Hence arofc divilions, intrigues, 
inforniations, and animofities, which, though 
they originated in Paris, extended as far as India, 
and there broke out in a manner fo fatal to the 
nation. 

The miniftry, fbocked at fuch a number of 
abufes, and weary of thofe endlefs contefts, at- 
tempted to remedy them. It was imagined he 
had fucceeded, by appointing a third commiflary. 
This expedient, however, fcrved only to increafc 
the evil. Defpotifm had prevailed while there was 
but one s divifion enfued on the nomination of 
two; and from the tnoment three were appoint^ 
ed, all was anarchy and confufion. They were 
Induced to. two, and pains were taken to prefcrve 
harmony as much as pofllble between them ; and 
in 1764 there was but one, when the proprietors 
deGred that the Company might be brought back 
to it's original form by reftoring it's freedom. 

They ventured to reprefent to the government, 
that they might impute the difafters and errors of 
the Company to themfelvcs, as the proprietors 
had not been concerned in the management of 
their affairs 5 that they could nfcver be carried on 
moft advantageoufly both for them arid for the 
ftate, till this could be done with freedom, and 
till an immediate intercourfe was eftablifhed be- 
tween 
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twccn the proprietors and the dircftors, and be- ^ oo k 
tween the directors and the miniftry i that when-^ v ^* » 
ever there was an intermediate perfon^ the orders 
given on one part^ and the reports made on the 
other^ would necefTarily^ in paffing through his 
hands> take a tindure of his own private views 
and inclinations^ fo that he would always be^ in 
fa£t> the real and fole diredor of the Company i, 
that fuch a diredor). not being himfelf perfbnally 
concerned in the affairs of the Company^ or not 
being a competent judge gf them) would always 
facrifice the welfare and true intereft of trade, to 
add to the tranfient pomp of his appointment^ 
and to fecure the favour of placemen; that, oii 
the contrary, every thing might be expefted from 
a free dire£tion, chofen by the proprietors, afting 
under their infpedlion, and iii concert with them, 
and fubje<5t to no kind of reftraint. •• 

The government was fenfible of the truth of 
ihefe reafons. It fecured the freedom of the 
Company by a folemn edidt s and fome regula- 
tions were made, to put the direflion of it under 
a new form. 

The intention of thefe flatutes was, that the 
Company might no longer be ruled by men, who 
often were not worthy to be it's fadtors ; that the 
government might no further interfere than to 
protect it \ that it might be alike preferved from 
that flavery under which it had fo long been op* 
prefTed, and from that fpirit of niyftery, which 
had perpetuated it's corruption i that there (hould 
be a conftant intercourfe between the direftort 
and the proprietors ; that Paris, deprived of the 

advantage 
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* ^v* * advantage enjoyed by the capitals of other corti- 
mf rttercfal nati6ns, of being a. fca-poft, might ac- 
^ire a kno(vkge of trad^ in free and peaceable 
alTemblies; that the citizen might form juft notiifhi 
tf that powerful tie that conne<fts all nations to^ 
gether, artd, by infomiing himfclf of the fources of 
f>bblic profperity, learn t6 refpcft the merchant 
whofe operations contribute to it, and to delpift 
the profefCons that are deftrudivc of it. 

TftEs* wife regulations were attended with hap* 
^f confequ^nces than c6uld poflibly be expe6ied. 
A great adtvity was obferved on all fides. During 
ih6 fire years that the ne\tr dire£Hon lafted^ the 
fales produced ii^linually fS^ooOjOOOlivres*. They 
had not been fb cbnfiderable, eren in thofe times 
lirhich had been looked upon as the moft profper- 
cusj for, from 1726 to 1736 inclufively, they had 
amounted to no more than 437,376,284 livrcs f, 
n^hich makes upon an average, in peace and war, 
14,108,912 X livres a year. 

Imminent diftrefs was, however, concealed 
tinder this appearance of prolperity. When this 
was fufpefted, and endeavours were made to 
aftertain the matter, it was found that the Com- 
pany, On feh^wing it*s trad<*, was more indebted 
than it had been fuppofed. This is a circum*- 
ftafjcfe common to all mercantile bodies, whofe 
tranfaftions are complicated, extenfive, and car- 
ried 6h in diftant countries. They have fcartc 
ever a juft idei of their (ituation. Whether this 
miftake be to bt attributed to the fraud, negle^ 
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or incapacity of their agents, certain it is, that it * ^^ ^ 
takes place almofl: univerrally. The confufion is 
ft ill increafed by the calamity of waf. That 
which thfc French had been fuftaining in India, 
had been tedious and unfuccefsfill. The cxpences 
and depredations of it were but imperfeftly 
know'ni and the Company began their opera- 
tions, reckoning upon a larger capital than they 
poflefled. 

This miftake, ruinous in itfelf, was followed 
by other fatal errors, which arofe, perhaps, frorfi 
not having fufficiently reflefted oii the revolutions 
that had happened recently in India. The Coni- 
pany flattered themfelves that thfeir falcs would 
amount to twenty-five millions of livres*, and 
they were below eighteen millions f. They flat-^ 
tered themfelves, that the European comnriodities 
would be fold for fifty per cent, more than they^ 
had coft, while they fcarce fetched their original 
price. They flattered themfelves with a profit of 
cent, per cent, upon the produ6lions that fliould 
be brought intd our climates, and it aniouhted to 
no more than fcventy-two per cent. 

All thefe mifcalculations arofe from the ruin 
of the French credit in India, and from the exor- 
bitant power of the vi6lorious nation that had 
lately fubdued thofe diftant regions: from the 
neceflity there frequently was of taking upon 
credit bad merchandize from the Ehglifh mer- 
chants, who were endeavouring to convey to 
Europe the immenfe fortunes they had amafled in 

• 1,041,6661. 138. 4d. t 750,000!. 
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' ^o ^ Afia : from cbc impoffibilitj of procnrijig foods 
occcflarj for cairjiiig oo the trade witboot ghr- 
log an exorbitant iotcrcft: firocn the obligation 
the Company were under of fuppljing provifions 
for the iflcs of France and Bourbon, which 
advances were flDwljr and il] paid by the govem- 
ment, as well as the gratiiicatioos gramedto them 
for their exports and imports. 

LastlTj according to the plan of the diredors, 
the expences neceflarj for the carrying on of 
tradcj and for the maintaining of fovercigntyj 
were not to exceed fbar millions of livrcs^^ 
whereas they aoKHioted to more than twice that 
fbm. The expences for maintaining the right of 
ibvereignty might even be carried much beyond 
this in future, fince in their nature they were 
capable of being extended and increafcd in con- 
formity with the political views of the monarch, 
the fole judge of their importance and ne- 
ccffity. 

Im fuch a lituation, it was impoflible that the 
diforderly ftate of the affairs of the G)mpany 
Ihould not be more and more increafed. Their 
ruinj as well as that of their creditors^ was upon 
the point of being completed^ when governmentj 
warned by the repeated loans they were continually 
renewing, determined to inquire into the ftate of 
their finances. As foon as it became acquainted 
with them^ it was thought proper to fufpend their 
exclufive privilege of trade with India. Let us 
now examine what was the condition of the Com- 
pany at that period. 

* i8o,oooI. 
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Beforb 1764, the number of fhares amounted ^ ^^ ^ 
to 50,268. At that period the miniftfy, who, in <->^1-j 
1746, 1747, and 174S, had given up to the pro- ^f'tbfcom! 
prietors the produce of the fhares and bonds Which '^eUJj^/"^' 
were their property, relinquifhed in their favour Tii«'»' ft*^« 
the (hares and bonds themfelves, to the number riod. 
of 1 1 3835 together, to indemnify them for the ex-* 
pences they had incurred during the laft-war. 
Thefe fhares having been cancelled^ there remain- 
ed but 38,432. 

The wants of the company obliged them to 
make a call of 400 livres * per (hare. Upwards? 
of 34,000 fhares anfwered the call. The 4000 
that did not were reduced, by the terms of the edidt 
which impowered the Company to make the call, 
to five-eights of the value of thofe which had paid ; 
fo that by this operation the number was reduced 
to 36,920 whole fhares and fix-eighths. 

The dividends on the fhares of the French 
company, as of all other companies, have varied 
according to circumftances. In 1722 it was 100 
livres f. From 1723 to 1745 it was 150 J. From 
1746 to 1749 it was 70§. From 1750 to 1758 it 
was 80 g. From 1759 to 1763 it was 40 **; and 
in 1764, it was but 20 livres ff. This account 
(hews that the dividend, and the value of the 
(lock, which always kept pace with it, was nc- 
ccfTarily affefted by the hazards of trade, and the 
fluftuation of popular opinion. Hence that pro* . 

* 16L 13s, 4d. f 41. 38. 4d. 

X 61. 55. § 2I. 18. 4d. 
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f ^^' ^ digious rUc and fall in the price of the ftares^ 
which fclj in enp year from two hundred * to 
ope hqndred piftolcs f; then rqfp to iSoo 
}iyres Ji and foon after fell to 700 §. Yet, in 
the midft of thefe revolutions, the ftock of the 
company was n^uch the fame. But this is a cal-* 
culafion which the^public never makes. It is dcr 
termined by the circumftance of the prefent mo- 
nicnt, and it's confidence, as well as it's fears, are 
always exaggerated. 

. Th^ proprietors, who were under apprehenfions 
Qf having their fortunes reduced to half in one day, 
yffx^Xd no longer rup the rifques of fuch afitu^tion. 
Iij laying ip a ffcfb (lock to trgde with, they de-: 
fi(pe.4 tp fecure fhe remainder of their fortune in 
fiifch a mapner* 4s that the (hares fliould at all 
tiiyies t^ar a fertled price, and an intereft that 
could be depended upon. The government fettled 
ihis matter by an edift iflued out in Auguft 1764. 
The Xllltb ^ticle e:^prefsly fays. That, tofecure 
to the proprietors 9 fetrfed income independent of 
all future events of tr^de, a fuSicient fund fhould 
be detached from that portion of the contraft 
which was then free, to fecure to every ihar^ a 
$Api(al of 160Q Ijvres |, and an intereH: of &Q 
Uvres ** ; and that neither that intereji^ nor thai 
c^tah Jhtmli^ kt any cafe^ or for a^ caufe wfiatfor 
ev^Tf he i^nfwerahle for fttcb engagements as the com* 
fany migbt eerier into after the date of fids e^S* 

• 167L i8f. N«9* Each piftole is reckoned at 1 6s. pd*^ 
t 83I. l5^ X 75I. 8s. § Z9I. 35. 4d. 
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• Thi company, thcre£bro, owed for 36*930 0idi'es • %^ * 
and fix-tfighths, at the rate qiSq HKre;s ^ per lhitr^» 
ao intcrcfl: atnounjting to 2,953>.66o livre^f- They 
paid fur their feveral contrafts a>7 27,506 liyresif, 
whijch aude in all 5,681,166 livrics § of pprper 
tual annuities. The life aDmiitie.$ ampun.t/ed to 
3,074,899 livres J. The faip totdl of ^11 tfeefe 
life annuities 4nd ai^iwal p<$ym$ptjs ^as t^eo 
8,756,065 Jiyres **. In yflj^ mv^n(^^ the c^fljr 
pa^y r^ifed nwney to anfwer thpjr fcyeraji d^ 
jBands, ibail be the fubje($ of our ficja in^pi^^ 

Th^t grew body, which h^d l?eei> inuch 4^p 
deeply CQ0cerj?e4 jp Law's ffheme, had ;^y^cp^ 
him 90,ooQ^ooo pf livres ff. When that fyfteqa 
laii^, tb^^QvprpAient noade pyer tp theoi ip p^yr 
n\$lit the eij^clufiye fale of tobacco, wh?ch t|}f^ 
•fer^Hg^t in three niillions J J ^ year ^ bvt ttif y \ye;rf 
left without a capital to trade with, '^h^ jcfjp(t 
Itbicn]^ in a ftatc pf inadlio^ rill J7?6, yhcp ^|e jgo« 
<yierpmei;it J.ejit them ijc's giBftance. X^c r^pidppr 
£cejl3 they n^ade aftpqi^ed a^l nations, and feeajie^ 
^ pcoQDife them a fupieriority oyer th«e mo^ fV^ 
f illjiing cpnftp^ni^?.. This opinjij^n, syl^icb w^s the 
^i^er^l pne, emboldened the prpprjetors xq comr 
plain that their dividends were fiot 4oubled an^ 
frcbled. They thought, as well as i^e public, thai: 
j^^e Jcing's t^reafury was enriched with th/cir ,fp9il9« 
Tihe profoiind fc^crecy with which eyery thing wa^ 
/tarried on,grcatly ftreogthcn.cd ibpfe {ifripifc^. 

• 3I. 6s. 8d. f 123,0691* 3s. 4d, 

J 113,6461. IS. 8d. § 236,^15!. ^s. 

t| I28,i?pl. 15s. lod. *• 364,836]. iqd* 

tt 3i7So,oooL4 XX 1 25,0001^ 
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vfckfc had 

f«o inpi of a tt o Jujat vaisc. He 
vomd wh^c bccii iiHTiij ■ad 
M 1747* dedmd idieir tbev ifctw ia chr Hhi of 
iSojyOOO^ooo of fivpcs *9 asd cwgagrd to p^ chcni 
dbe imcfcft of due (bm for ever at five ^«r ceir. 
This eng jgci iii ih, viuch wasialieoof dKczdo- 



fire £de of tobacco^ is ib iniponaiit a point ia die 
fciftorf of the compaof, diac it vodd sot be iiif> 
ficieoriy iPoftrattdj if we did not cracc the mancr 



Tac nie of tobacco^ vhich was imodoccd inco 
Europe after the d^rovcry of Americay made no 
Terjr rqnd pr)(^;rcl5 in France. The confompooo 
was fo finally that the firft cootrad, which b^^ 
thefirft of December 1674, and ended the firft of 
Odober i68o> brought in bot 5o>ooo livrcs f to 
the government die two firft years, and 6oaiOOO^ 
die fotirlaft; though the right of flamping pewter 
bad been joined to this privilege. This farm of 
the revenue was confounded with die general 
farms till 16919 when it ftill reoudned united 
to diem^ and was rated at i>5oOjOoo livrcs % a 

• 7,$oo,oooL t «>,833l. dt. M. 

{ 25,oooL S 62,50oL 

year. 
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-^ear. In 1697, ic became once more a fqparatc ^ ^^ ^ 
iarm on the fame terms> till 1709^ when it was 
increafed to ioo,ocolivrcs * morci till 17 15. It 
was then renewed for three years only. The two 
;firft year-s ought to have produced a,ooo>ooo pf 
livresf, and the lad 200>goo :}; more; At that 
period it was inereafcd to 4^020,000 livres § a 
year j but this lafted only from the firft of Oftober 
1718 to the firft of June 1720. Tobacco then 
became a mercantile commodity all over theking* 
domj and continued fo till the firft of Septembet 
1721. During this (hort interval, private perfon^ 
laid in fuch a ftocki that, when it came to be farqicd 
out again, it could be done but at a moderate pricci 
This contraftj which was the eleventh, was for nine 
ycarsi to commence on the firft of September 172 1^ 
*and continue to the firft of Oftober 1730* The 
farmers were to give 1,300,000 livres || for the firft 
thirteen months ; 1^800,000** for thefecond yeari 
2,56o,C0Q ft for the third j and 5^00^,000 ^t 
for each of the laft fix years. This agreement did 
.not take place, becaufc the India company, to 
>vhom the government owed 90iOOCiOoo livres §§, 
which had been depofited in. the royal treafury in 
1717^ demanded the fdrm gf tobacco, which had 
then been made over to them for ever, ar>d which^ 
from particular events, they had never yet en- 
joyed. Their petition was found to be juft, ^nd 
they obtained what they fo warmly folicited. 

* 4,1661. 138. 4<1. t 83,3331. 6s. 8d. 

t 8>3'33l. 6s. 8d* § 167,509!. 

)| 154,1661. 13s. 4d. ♦* 75,oboI. 

ft io6,666i. ijs, 4d« ti lijjoovh 
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* ^y^ ^ They managed this farm themfelves, from the 
firft of Oftobcr lystj, to the laft day of Septem- 
ber 1730. The produce during, that fpacewas 
50,083,967 livres 1 1 fbus 9 dcniers * j which 
made 71154,852 livres 10 fols 3 den, f ayear> 
but of this moft be dedufted yearly 3,042,963 L 
19 s. 6d. J for the charges of preparing the land. 
These charges were fo enormous, that it wa^ 
thought the bufinefs, which grew every day more 
conliderable, would be better in the hands of the 
farmers-general, who would manage it at lefs ex- 
pence by means of the clerks they employed for 
other purpofes. The company accordingly farmed' 
It for eight years, at the rate of 7,500,000 livres § 
for each of the firft four years, and 8,000,000 |l 
for each of the four laft. This contraft was con- 
tinued upon the fame terms till the month of June 
1747 J and the king promifed to account with the 
company for the increafe of the produce, as fooh 
as it (hould be know'n and afcertained. 

At this period, the king united the tobacco 
farm to his other duties, creating and alienating, 
for the ufe of the company, an annuity of nine 
millions ** for ever, upon a capital of an hundred 
and eighty millions ft- This large compenfation 
was thought to be due to them for the old debt of 
ninety millions JJ ; for the overplus of the profit 
upon the tobacco farm, from 1738 to 1747 5 and 
to indemnify them for the expences of the negroe 
trade, for the lofles they had fuftained during the 

♦About 2,086, 83 1 1, i8s. lod. f About 298,120!. 17s. id. 

t About 126,7901.4s. 2d. §312,9001. 

H 333»333^' 6«- ^^ •* 375,000!. 

tt 7>5<^»^^^** Jt 3>750^<5^1« 

war^ 
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war, for their giving up the cxclufive privilege of ^ ^^ ^ 
the trade to St. Domingo, and for the lofs of the 
ton duty, which had been fufpcnded ever fince the 
year 1731. Ye t this compenfacion has been thought 
inadequate by fome of the proprietors, who have 
difcovcred, that cvef fince the year 1758, upwards 
of 11,700,006 pounds weight of tobacco have 
been annually fold in the kingdom at three livres * 
a pound, though it had been bought for twenty- 
feven livres f a hundred. 

The nation was of a very different opinion. The 
direftors, who prevailed upon government to ac- 
knowlege fo large a debt, have been accufed qf 
facrificing the intereft of the public to that of ^ 
private focicty, A writer, who in our days fliould 
examine whether this accufation were well or ill* 
grounded, would pafs for an idle man. Such at 
difcuffion would be altogether necdlefs, fince every 
circumftance of this tranfaftion has been mad6 
public. It will be fufficient to obferve, that it was 
vrith the nine millions J a year, improperly facri- 
ficcd by the ftate, that the Company was enabled 
to anfwer the demand of 8,756,065 livres § with 
which it was charged, fo that the the overplus re* 
maining to them amounted to about 244,00^ 
livres || of net revenue. 

It is true, they had private fimple-contraft 
debts to the amount of 74,505,000 livres**; but 
they had ia trade, in ftock, or in debts to call in^ 

• 28. 6d# t i^* 2S. 6d. 

t 375,oool. ^ 364,8361. oa. lod. 

11 io,i661. 13s. 4d. •♦ 3>i^c>4,575U 
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* %^ ^ 70,733,000 livrcs*. It will be acknowleged^ 
that bclide the difference in the value^ there was 
alfo fome in the nature of the fecurities. Ac- 
cordingly, the government muft have expeded, 
that it would be obliged to fuUil the engage- 
ments of the Company. It has^ however, faved 
ten millions of livres t> the claims of which have 
been lod, or the claimants themfelves have un- 
fortunately peri(hed in the revolutions that happen 
fo frequently in AGa. The lofles that have been 
fuftained, refpefting what was due to the Com- 
pany in Europe, in America, and in the Indies, 
have not been much more confiderable ; and if 
the ifles of France and Bourbon were ever able to 
pay the 7,106,000 livres J they owe, the injury 
upon this point would not have been of much 
confequence. 

The only wealth of the Company condfted 
therefore in moveable and unmoveable effeds, 
to the amount of about twenty millions §, and 
in the profpeft of the extindion of the life an- 
nuities, which in time muft bring in three millions | 
a year. The aftuai value of this article might 
be reckoned equal to a clear capital of thirty 
millions **. 

Independent of thefc properties, the Com- 
pany enjoyed fome very beneficial rights. The 
exclufive fale of c^tSce had been granted them ; 
but as public utility required that an exception 
Ihould be made in 1736, with regard to coffee 

* a»947,2o81. 6s. 8d« f 416,666!. 13s. 4(L 

t 296,089!. 6s. 8d« i 333,533! 6s. 8d. 
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imported from the American iflands, they ob- ^ %^ ^ 
cained) by way of compenfation, a yearly fum of 
50,000 livres*, which was always duly paid. 
Even the privilege for Mocha coffee was cancel- 
Jed in 1767, the government having allowed 
rfie importation of that of the Levant. The 
Company obtained no indemnification on this 
account. 

They had experienced a greater lofs the year 
before. In 1720 they had been invefted with 
the fole right of tranfporting flaves to the 
American colonies. This fyftem foon appeared 
to be erroneous i and it was agreed, that all the 
merchants in the kingdom Ihould be at liberty 
to c^rry on the (lave trade, upon condition of 
adding a piftolef per head to the thirteen livres "^ 
granted owt of the royal treafury* Suppofing 
that 15,000 negroes were difpofed of every year 
in the Frcnch^ iflands, this made a clear income 
of 345,000 livres § for the Company. This 
bounty, which was allowed them for a trade they 
were not concerned in, was taken off in 1767, 
and was made up to them by a rpore reafdnable 
equivalent. 

At the firft formation of the Company they had 
obtained a gratuity of 50 livres || upon every ton 
of goods they fhould export^ and of 75 ** upon 
every ton they fliould import from abroad. The 
miniftry, upon the fuppreffion of the bounty upon 
negroes, increafed the gratuity upon every ton ex- 
ported to 75 livres**, and upon every ton im-* 

• ^^oS^L 6s. 8d^ f 16s. 94, t losyiod^ 

f H>375^' II *!• >«• 8d^ *• 3I. 2s. 6d^ 
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? ^y^ ^ ported to 80 *. If we rate both at 6000 tons a 
year, we (hall find a produce of above a oiillion t 
for the Company^ including the 50^000 livres X 
they received upon the coffee. 

While the income of the Connpany remained 
entire, their expences were leflcrted. By the cdift 
of 1764, the iflands of France aijid Bourbon were 
become the property of the government, which 
engaged to fortify and defend them. By this 
arrangement the Company was exonerated of 
two millions § a year, without the leaft detriment 
to the exclufive trade they enjoyed in thofe two 
iflands. 

With all thefe feemingly profperous circum- 
ftanccs, the debts of the Company were daily in-» 
creafing, and it could not pofllbly have fupported 
itfelf without the alfiftance of govemnEicnt. But 
for fome time paft the council of Lewis XV. had 
appeared to be very indifferent aboyt the exiftenc^ 
of that great body. At lad a decree of council 
was iflued, bearing date the i^chpf A^guft 1769, 
by which the king fufpcnded the exclufive privi^ 
lege of the India Company, and granted to aU 
{lis fubje£ts the liberty of, navigating smkI trading 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, fiowtyer, in 
granting this unexpefted freedom, the govern^ 
mcnt thought proper to lay it under forae re- 
ftraint. The decree which opens this new traft 
^o private navigators, requires them to provide 
themfelves with paflports^ which are to be giveq 



• 3I. 6«. 8d. f 41^6661. 13s. 4d. 
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them gratis by the djreftor^ of the India Com- 9 0^0 ^ 
pany. It obliges them to make their returns to i-^^^l-; 
Port rOrient, and no where elfc. It cftablifhes 
a dfity by way of Indulto on all goods irpported 
from India i which, by a fecond decree of coun- 
cil, iffued on the fixth of September following, 
was fixed at five per cent, on all goods coming 
from India and China, and at three per cent, upon 
all commodities of the growth of the iflands of • 
France and Bourbon. 

TnjE decree of the 13th of Auguft, by only TbeOmi* 
fufpcnding the privilege of the Company, feem- Jo^, of /^. 
ed to leave to the proprietors the power of re- ^l^l"^lnd' 
iuming ix : but as they faw no probability of ever cedcaiirheir 
jDeing able to do this, they wifely determined to vemoient. * 
liquidate their concerns in fuch a manner, as to fc- 
cure their creditors, and the remains of their own 
fortunes^ 

For this pyrpofe they offered to give up to the 
king all the Company's (hips, thirty in number; 
^11 the warehoufcs and other buildings belonging 
to them at Port TOrient and iii India ; . the pro- 
perty of their fa<ftorics^ with the maiiufadures de- 
pendent on them J all naval and military ftores^ 
and, laftly, two thoufand four hundred and fifcy 
(laves which they had in the iflands, AH theft 
articles were valued at thirty millions * by the 
proprietors, who at the fame time demanded the 
payment of 16,^00,000 livres f which ^cre due 
to them by the government. 

Tm king agreed to the propofal, but chofc to 
leiTen thepurchafe-moncy : not that the cfFcj9:s wcf^ 
• 1,250,0001. t 6S7,SPO^, 
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? ^y9 ? not of ftin greater value while they remained in 
the hands pf the Company j but being Tnad« 
pyer to the govern mcnt, they brought an adr 
ditional incumbrance upon it. So that, inftead of 
46,500,000 livres*, which the proprietors de- 
manded, the prince, to clear all accounts with 
them, created a perpetpal annuity for their bene- 
fit of 1,^00,000 livres f, upon a capital of thirty 
millions :{;. The edift for that purpofe >yas iflued 
in January 1770. 

• _ * 

This new contraft the Company mortgaged 
for t>v€Jve millions §, which they borrowed upon 
Jifc annuities at ten per cent, and by a lottery in 
|**ebruary following. This money was borrowed 
to enable them tp fulfil the engagements they had 
entered into \yhen they undertook the laft expe- 
ditions ; but it was infu/ficient ; fo that, finding 
themfelyes utterly unable to raife nipre, the pro- 
prietors, at their meeting on the 7th Ap"' ^7704 
made ovcf their whole property to the king, ex- 
cept the capital that had been mortgaged to the 
proprietors of the (hares. 

T»E principal articles conpprifed in thi^ ceffion, 
confifted in the abolition of 4,tco,obo livres || it\ 
life annuities 1 in that part pf the contract of nine 
million^** which exceeded the capital of the 
iharesi it\ the hotel of Pari$; in the India goods 
cxpefted home in 1770 and 1771, fuppofed to be 
worth 2.6,000,009 of livres ff ; and, laftly, in 



^ , 
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three or four millions * of debts, to be called in ® 9.,^ ^ 
from debtors cither folvent or infolvcnt, in India, \ ^ ^ 
in the ifles of France and Bourbon, and at San 
Domingo. The proprietors engaged at the ftmc 
time to furnilh the king with a fum of 14,768,000 
livres f, to be raifed by way of a call, which was 
fixed at 400 livres X pcr ftare. The govcrnn>ent, 
in accepting thefe feveral offers, engaged on their 
part to pay all the perpetual and life annuities 
which the Company was bound to pay -, all their 
pthcr engagements, amounting to about forty^ 
five millions 5 > ^U the penfions and half pays 
granted by the Company, amounting to 80,000 
livres || a years andlaftly, to (land to all the charges 
and rifques attending a liquidation that mu(l ncr 
ccfiarily continue fome years* 

The capital of each Ihare, which, by the cdiGt 
of Aoguft 1764, had been fixed at 1600 livres**, 
bearing an int^reft of 8q, livres f f, the king now 
raifed to 2500 livres J J, bearinjg an intercft of 125 
livres §§ a year. The new intercft was made fub- 
jeft to a deduftion of a tenth, and it was agreed 
that this deduction (hould be annually appropri* 
ated to the paying off* the ihares by lot, on the 
footing of their capital of 2500 livres |||| 5 fo that 
the intereft on the (hares thus paid off^, v/ould in- 
creafe the (inking fund till the whole of the (haro$ 
lyas finally liquidated^ 

• About I50,cpol. wpon an ^vqrs^Q, f 615,333!, 6s. 84* 

t 16I. 13s. 4d. § 1,875,0001. H 3,3331. 6s. 8d. 

f* 661. 138. 4d. ft 3I. 6s. 8d. JJ 104I. 13s. 4cU 
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decree of council of the 8th of April, including 
a report of the deliberations holden the day before 
in a general me^ng of the proprietorst and coo- 
firmed by letters patent, bearing date the aid of 
the fame month* In confcqoence of thefe agree- 
mentSj the call has been paid^ a fufficiency for the 
reimburfement of the fliarcs, to the number of 
two hundred and twenty^ has been taken ouc 
every year, and the fimple contra£k debts of the 
Company have been pun&ually paid when thej 
1)ecame due. 

From all thefe particulars, it is no eafy matter 
to form an idea of the actual nood^ of exifteocc 
of the India Company^ and of the 1^^ ftate of 
the trade they carried on. This Cooipany, which 
at prefent has no property, no bulioefs, no objed, 
(Cannot however be confidered as i>eing entirely 
deftroyed, fince the proprietors have referved the 
joint (lock that was mortgaged for their (hares ; 
and that they have a common cheft, and depiniea 
to fuperincend their intereils* On the other hand, 
their charter has been fufpended ; but it is pply 
fufpended, and is not included ampng thif 
Itrtides which the Company has ceded to the king* 
The law by which it was granted is ftiil io ipr^e^ 
^4 the ihips. that are fitted out for the Indiaq 
feas^ cannot fail without a pernoiffioQ iq the n.ame 
pf the Company. So that the freedom which has 
been granted is but a precarious one; and if the 
proprietors ihould offer to refume their trade, with 
a fuSicient (lock tg carry it on, they would have 

an 
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an undoubted right to do it without any new kw ^ ^^^ * 
Co impower them. But e^c^- *Ws nominal ^right, ^» . v ^ 
which in fa& is much the &me as if it did not 
exift» as the proprietors are no£ In a condkion to 
i^x&rciQ: it ; ail their other rigfits^ properties, and 
f^^orks^, ai^ now< in the hands of government. 

K£T£&THELSis« the voyages to India have been 
(tiU continufid^ although jthe fyftem of policy had' 
liot prjevioufly paved the way for the free trade that 
WHS to iucceed tiie monopoly* If fournd principles 
Jm^ been followed, before the new mode of 
trading had been atteonipted, it would have been 
necc^apy tq fubftttute inienfibly, and by degrees^ 
the private merchants to the Company, They 
(hould have be^h enabled to acquire knowlege 
upon the dffl^rent branches of a trade with which 
they were yet unacquainted. They fliould have 
been allowed time to form connections in the 
factories. They fhould have been encouraged, 
and, as i( were, conducted in the firib expc* 
i^ons. 

This want of forefi^t muft be one of the 
principal ca«fe« which have retarded the progrcfs 
^pf the free trade, and which perhaps have pre- 
rented it from being lucrative when it became 
moire €9Lten£ve : it's tranfa6lions "have been carried 
on in tho£e fa£tories whicii w#re previoufly occu* 
pied by the naonopplizping Company. Let us take 
a curfory view of thofe fettkments, beginning 
with Mabbar. 

Between the provinces of Canara and Calicut, Prefentftate 
lies a diftria which extends eighteen leagues along fUch ap. 
the coaft, and fcven or eight leagues at moft in oI^Makw^ 
I the 
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B o o K the inland parts* The country^ which is very un- 
equal^ abounds with pepper and cocoa*trecs. It 
is divided into feveral lefs diftriAs, fubjcft to as 
many Indian lords, who are all vafials to the hoole 
of Colaftry. The head of this Bramin family is 
always to confine his whole attention to what con-- 
cerns the worfhip of the gods* , It would be be- 
neath his dignity to ftoop topmfane noatters; and 
the reins of govemnient are given to his neareft 
relation* The country is diyidhl into two pro- 
vinces. In the largeft» called tbelrouvenate, is 
the faftory of TelH(:herry* where .the. J^nglUh 
purchafe annually fifteen hundred ^igbt of pep-» 
peri and the f^pry of Cananor, which the 
Dutch have lately fold for abouf 250,000 livres^, 
becaufe it wasj^a in,cumbraiif 9 {o t^em. 
. The fecond pr0viixce> called Catenate^ extends 
but fiye leagues ai}^ng the coalL . Here. the French 
were caljed in by th^.^atiyea.in.1722, with a view 
to engage: them to; a^ agair^ft the Engliih ; but an 
accommodation having taken place, and made 
their afliftance unneceffary^ they were forced to 
rclinquilh a poft where they promif^ thennifelve? 
fome advantages. F^red with refentnfient and 
ambition, they returned in greater numbers in 
1725, and efUbliibcd ihemfelvesr fword-in-hand 
on the mouth of the river Mahc. Notwithftand- 
ing this aft of violence, they obtained of -the 
prince^ who governed that diftridt, an exclufive 
right to die pepper trade. This favour was fo 
g;reat an advantage to them, that it gave rife to a. 
> • - ' • • • " " , 

• 10,4161. ijs. ^d, 
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colony of 6>oqo Indians, who cuUivated €,350 b o o r 
cocoa trees, 3,967 arcka, and. 7,762 peppcr- 
tfccs. SiKih was thfc ftace* of this fettlcnient, 
when the Englilh made themiclves mailers of it 
in 17 6p. 

The^ lame fpirit of deftruftion that they had 
ihew'n in all theic conquefts, influenced them at 
Mahe. Their intention was to pull down the 
houfcs, and difperfe the inhabitants. The fove- 
rcign of that country difluadcd them from their 
purpofc. All was fpared, except the fortifications. 
When the French returned to their faftory, they 
found every thing much in the fame condition as 
they had left it, 

* Mahe is furrounded with hills, on which were 
ereded five forts, that no longer exift. Thefe 
works were too numerous, though fome precau- 
tions are abfolutely neceflary. It is not proper 
to be perpetually expofed to the depredations of 
the Nayers, who have fornjerly attempted to plun- 
der and deftroy the colony, and who might pof- 
fibly have (till the fame intentions, in order to put 
tbemfelves under the protedion of the Engliili at 
Tellichery, which is but three miles diftaot from 
Mahe. 

BisiDE the pods requilite to fecure the pl^e 
itfclf, it is very neccffary to. fortify the entrance 
of tl^ river* Since the Marattas have got ports 
of their own, they infeft the fea about Malabar 
with their piracies. Thofe banditti even attempt 
to land wherever they think there is fome booty 
to be got. M^^ would npt be fccurc from their 

attacks. 
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> ^^ ^ atticks^ if it omcaiiMd Aooey or ocm&Krtfcm to 
tempt them. 

The Freoeh dngbc make thoniehnes weapU 
tmemfofer any cxpeoces thef flioakl 111^9 if diey 
did but carry on their trade with fpirit and fltiU« 
Their faftory is the beft fituatcd for the pepper 
trade I and ^ covnoy woidd^afibrd 9,500^00(1 
IxMinds weight of that commodity. What eookl 
not be confumed in Europe mi^ be fokl in 
ChiBa> on the Red Sea, and at BengaL A pound 
of pe{^ier would coft them twehre fous *, aadth^ 
Itrould feU it for twenty-five or thirty f* 

This advantage^ coofiderable as it is, would 
be increafed by the profits upon European goods 
which would be carried over to Mahe. Thofe 
%rho are beft acquainted with that fadory are c€ 
opinion, that it will be an eidy matter to difpofeof 
400,000 weight of iron, 200,000 of lead, 25,000 
of eoi^jer, aooo firelocks, 20,000 weight of guo^ 
Jibwder, 50 anchors or graplings, 50 bales rf 
doth, 50,000 ells of fail-cloth, a good quantity 
of quickfilver, and about 200 caflcs of wine or 
brandy, for the French fctdcd in the colony, ot 
for the Englifc in the neighbourhood. Thefe 
feveral articles together would produce at leaft 
384,000 livresj, of which 153,600 S wouJdbc 
dear gain, aHbwing the profit to be 4ti per cent* 
Another advantage attending this circulatkfti is^ 
that there would always be a flfock kt the feftorf, 
ti^hich Wtfuld ittihk them to purchafe the prodtrc-- 

• 

♦ 6d« t Abeot is, ld« Qa m zrtxMge* 
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tions of the country in the feafbns of, the year • o P K 
when they are cheapcft. rj^ 

The grcatcft obftaclc to trade is the cuftom^ 
houfe eftablifbed in the colony. This troublefome 
duty belongs to the fovercign of the country, and 
has always been a fubjedt of contention. The * 
Engli(h of Tellicherry, who laboured under the 
fame grievance, have found nieans to prevent all 
difputes about thefe duties, by paying a certain 
yearly fum as an equivalent. The French mighc 
do the fame J -but they canliot exped that thf 
prince would agree to it, unlefs they previoufly 
pay him the 46,353 roupees, or n 1,247 livres 
4 fols *, which he has lent ; and unlefe they 
no longer refufe him the tribute ftipulated for 
the benefit of living peaceably upon his terri*- 
tories. Matters cannot be fo eafiiy adjufted at 
Bengal. 

France has engaged, by the treaty of 1763, to Prcffntntw 
fered no fortifications, and keep no troops in th^t rViliht 
rich and extenfive country. The Englilh, who ai^ ^*^*'* 
foVereigns there, will not fuflfer the French to 
deviate from what they have required. Confer 
quently Chandernagore, which before the laft 
•war reckoned 60,000 fouls, and has now but 
24,000, is, and always will be, entirely an open 
place. 

To this misfortune of a precarious fituatron, 
may be added injuries and hardships of every 
kihd. Not fatisfied with the poffcflion of unlimited 
authority, the Englifh have bieen guilty of the 

* 4,635!. 6s. 
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■ ^y^ ^ moft fcandalous enormities. They have infaUed 
the French in their work^fhop^ ; fcduced their 
workmen ; cut the linens off of the looms ; infilled 
that the manufadturers (hould do no work but foi* 
them in the three beft months of the year j and 
that their own ladings ihould be picked out and 
completed before any thing was removed out of 
the work-lhops. The fcheme which the French 
and Dutch had contrived together, of making an 
exaft eflfimate of the number of weavers^ raking 
only half between them, and leaving the reft to 
the Englifh, has beta confidered as an infulr^ 
That ruling nation have proceeded fo far as to 
declare, that they would have their fiadors buy 
the goods even in Chandernagore; and the French 
have been forced to fubmit to this hardlhip, or 
they would have been excluded from every market 
in Bengal. In a word, they have fp much 
abufed the unjuft right of viftory, that a philo- 
fopher might be tempted to wifli for the ruin ^ 
their liberty, were not the people infinitely more 
opprefllve and cruel under the government of one 
man, than under a government tempered by the 
influence of many. 

As long as things remain upon the prefent foot- 
ing in that opulent part of Afia, the French will 
meet with perpetual hardfhips and mortifications, 
and therefore no iblid and lafliirg advantage can 
accrue to trade. They would be refcued froffi 
this difgrace, if they could exchange Chan^jsrna- 
gore for Chatigan. ' 

CHATiGANisGtuated on the confines ofArracan. 

- The Portuguefe, who in the days of their profpe- 

% rity 
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rity endeavoured to get all the important pofts irt 
Itidia into their own handsj made a conliderable 
cftabliflinicnt at that place. Thofe who were fet- 
tied there threw off the yoke of their native coun- 
t4y, when it became a part of the Spani/h domi- 
nions^ chufing rather to turn pirates than to be 
flaves. They long infefted the neighbouring coafts 
and feas with their depredations. At laft they were 
attacked by the Moguls^ who raifed a colony upon 
their ruins, powerful enough to prevent any in- 
roads which the people of Arracan and Pegu might 
be tempted to m^e into Bengal. This place then 
funk into obfcurity till 1758, when the Englifli 
arrived and fettled there. 

The climate is healthy, the waters excellent, 
and provifions are in great plenty $ the landing is 
cafy, artd the anchorage fafe. The continent and 
the ifland of Sondiva make a tolerable harbour* 
The rivers Barramputri and Etki, which arc 
branches of the Ganges, or at leaft communicate 
with it, greatly facilitate commercial operations^ 
If Chatigan be further difts^nt from Patna, Caflim* 
buzar, and fome other markets, than the European 
colonies on the river Hughly, it is nearer to 
Jogdia, Dacca, and all the manufaftures of the 
lower river. It is a matter of ho confequence> 
whether (hips, of burden can or cannot enter the 
Ganges on that fide, as the inland navigation i» 
n^ver carried on but with boats. 

Though the knowlege the Engliih had of 
thefe advantages had determined them, to feizc 
upon Chatigan, we are inclined to think they 
would have given it up at the laft peace, to get 

Vol. IL D d rid 
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* %^ ^ '^^ of the Ffcncby and remove them from a place 
u*»y^w which lies too near their own rettlements» and which 
long habit had endeared to them. We evenprefume^ 
that at Chatigan the Englifh would have delifted 
from thofe conditions they required at Chander- 
nagore, which ftamp a difgrace upon the pof- 
feilbrs, more detrimental to the fchemes of com- 
merce than it is poflible to* conceive. Trade b 
a free profeffion. The fea» the voyages^ . the 
rifqucy and the viciflitudes of fortune^ all infpire 
a love of independence. This gives life aad fpirit 
CO trade» which> when con&Ded> languilhcs^ and 
is loft. 

The prefcnt opportunity is, perhaps^ a favour- 
able one» to think of the exchange we pr<^fe. 
The fortifications which the Englifh had begun 
to ered at Chatigan having been thtow'n down 
by frequent earthquakes, they feem to have taUcea 
a diflike to a place for which they had Ibe^'a fomo 
predilection. As to the French, this inconve- 
nience, great as it is, would be preferable tQ that 
of living in a defence^ef^ town. It is better ta 
ftrive againft nature than againft nien, and to be 
expofed to the fhocks of the earth than to the 
iofults of nations. The French, though reltrained 
ajc Bengal, fortunately meet with fbme compenla*^ 
tion, in having a better, fituation on the coaft of 
Coromandel. 
Prefent Xo thc north of that very extenfive coaft, they 

lituitioii of " , ^ , * 

the French poflTcfs Yanam, in. the province oCRajahmandry. 

cMft of Co. This fa(3:ory, which has no land belonging to it» 

~"**^^'* and is fituatcd nine miles from the mouth of thc 

river Ingerom, was formerly a very flouriftiing 

one^ 
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oiie. Frommiftaken motives it was Aegle£l:ed about ^ 
the year 174S. It would^ however, afford goods 
to the value of 4 or 500,000 livres *, as the cot- 
ton manufadures are Very confiderable in that 
neighbourhood, and the cottons remarkably fine 
and good. It has been found by experience to be 
a good market for difpofing of European doth* 
The trade of tbb place would be more lucrative, 
if they were not obliged to ihare the profit .with 
the Ehglifli, who have a fmall fettlement within 
two milei of the French. 

Thb competition is much more detrim€;ntal to 
their intereft at Mafulipatnam. The French, who 
formerly were mailers of the whole town, but have 
nothing left now except the faAory they bad before 
1749, cannot poflibly contend with the Engliffa^ 
who make them pay duty for all their imports and 
exports, and enjoy befides aU the favour in their 
own trade which fovereignty can command. Things 
being thus circumftanced, the French confine their 
dealings to the purchafe of fome fine handkerchiefs 
and other callicoes, to the amount of 150,000 
livres f. It is far otherwife at Karical. 

This town« iituated in the kingdom of Tan* 
jour, on one of the branches of the Coleroon^ 
which will bear fhtps of 150 tons burthen, was 
ceded to the Company ia 1738, by a dethroned 
king, who was in want of protection. Having beeh 
reftored before he had futjfiHied bis engagements, he 
retraded the. gift be htMi m^. A nabob a tucked 
the place with his army, and id 1739 S^^^ ^^ ^P ^^ 

* From i6,6661. 13s, 4d. to 20,833!. 6s, 8d. f 6*2501, 

Dd 1 the 



^- -'* ^:= .'riog?^ by Ufcc iaangises of iis BSicfcs ; 
:«r':: r/r< :'^: :fsbr^ vao i^ kibcrked ks cn r inif'^ 
mr^^ h.s fnroBC, bcicg dcfepas of o ?iriinHig the 
frindihip of 2 pjwgifii i Bati>ia, coofinxied tfacen 01 
AtiT pc€cffio3« Tfcc Fnglifli rook tfee place m 
1760, 2nd Hew cp the fertiScatiofis. It was after- 
wards reCorcd zo the Freecb, who ictutBul thi* 
thcr in 1765. 

I9 if% fmfcrx fixate, Karkal b an open place, 
which mar ccerttsin ifjCOO inhabitants, moft of 
diem errployrd in wearing ordioarr haadker- 
chids ar.d cotters, for the wear of the oatircs. 
The territofy beiengiBg to it, which has been coo- 
fiderably incrcaied by the cooccffioos which the 
king of Taojoor made in 1749, is now once niore 
what it wasatfirft, two leagues in length, and one 
league in the broadcft part. It is composed of 
fifteen hamlets, of which one only deferves our 
notice; this is called Tirumafe-Rayenpatnam^ and 
contains no lefs than 25,000 fouls. The inhabitants 
weave and paint Perfians that are tolerably &ie, fit 
for Batavia and the Philif^ine iflands. The Coolies 
and Mohammedans have finaU yeflels, with which 
they trade to Ceylon, and ahxig the coafiL 

Fjiamce may draw annually from this iettte- 
ment, two hundred bales of cottons or handker- 
chiefs fit for Europe, atid a large quantity of rice 
for the fubfiOence of her other cdlonies. 

All goods bought at Karical, Tanam, and Ma- 
fulipatnam, are carried to Pondicherry, the chief 
fcttlement of the French in India» 

The 
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This town, which rofe from fuch fmall begin- ^ 
^ nings, in time became a great, powerful, and 
famous city. The ftrccts, which are all ftrait, and 
moft of them broad, are lined with two rows of 
trees, which keep them cool even in the heat of 
the d^. The moft' remarkable public edifices 
arc a mofque, two pagpdas, two chijifches, and 
the governor's houfe^ which is reckon^4. the ropftr 
magnificent building. in the eaft. A finall citadel 
had been conftruded in the: year 1704^ but it is 
of no ufe, fince houfes have been allowed to-be 
built all rwind it- Ta fupply the lofs of this.de^ 
fence, three fides. of the town had been fortified 
with a rampart, a dic(;h, baftions,* and a,gla,cis,. 
which was unfinifhed in.fome places. The ro^dw^st 
defended by fomcbat^erie^ judicioufly placed. 

The townj which was full a. league in circum-^ 
fierence, contained 70,0^0 inhabitants, -of whichr 
4000 Were Europeans, Mel^ecs, or Topafles. There 
were at moft 10,000 Mohammedans; the reft- were 
Indians, 15,000 of whom were Chriftians, and the 
others of fevcntccn or eighteen different cafts or 
tribes. Three villages, dependent on thq town, 
Qiight contain 10,000 fouls. 

§VCH was the ftate of the co^ony, when the 
Engliih made themfelves mafters of it in the be- 
giooipgof ^e year lySi, utterly deftroyed it, and 
turned out the iahabitants. Others may, perhaps, 
examine whether the barbarous right of war could 
juftify fuch enormitijcs. Let us turn away our eyes 
from fo many cruelties oornmitted by a free, mag- 
}ianinfK>us, aad enlightened nation ', and confider 
pnly the refolution France h^s taken to^ reftore 

D d 3 Pondichcrry 
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to it*s fbmier fplndoor. Et^ry thing 
concurs to joftify the wifikxn of this choice. 

This town^ like all others oo the coaft of 
G}romandcfy has 00 harbour, but it has a mudi 
irorc coftm^odious road. The fliips can aoefaor 
dofe to the fliore^ under the eamvoo of the fbrdfi- 
cattods. It^s territoffy which is three leagues 
long and One league broad, is nothing more than 
a barrefi fand-bank 00 the iea-coaft; but die 
greateft part is fit for the culture of rice, regetables, 
and a root called chayaver, which is ufed in dying. 
Two fmall rivers that crofs the country, but arc not 
navigable, afford excellent water for die fanie 
purpofe, pardculariy for the blue dye. Three 
miles from the town is a hill, which riles a bun* 
dred toifes above the levd of the lea, and is a 
guide to ftips at the diftance of feven or eight 
leagues ; which is a very confiderable advantage 
upon fo flat a coaft. At the top of this hill is a 
very large body of water, that has been collefting 
for ages, and, after refrefliing and fertilizing a 
fpacious territory, flows down to water the grounds 
about Pondtchcrry. LafHy, the colony is favour- 
ably fituated for the reception of proviBons and 
merchandife from the Camatit, the kingdoms of 
Myfore and Tanjour. 

Such were the important rcafbns which deter- 
mined France to rebuild Pondicherry. As fbon 
as her agents appeared on the iidi of April 1765, 
the unfbrtunate Indians, who had bceh difperfed 
by the calamities of war, aftd by poliricaJ intrigues, 
flocked thither in great numbers. By the begin-^ 

fling of the year 1770, there were 27,000 who 

had 
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nad rebuilt their ruined houfcs. They arc all ^ 9^^ ^ 
brought up in the idea, that no man can be happy 
who does not die in the very place where he firft 
faw the light. This prejudice, fo pleafing to them, 
and which it may be fo ufcful to keep up, will 
undoubtedly make them all return, as foon as the 
town is inclofed. 

This defign was fct on foot fome years after 
the French had regained poflcffion of the place. 
No other idea was then entertained with regard to 
building upon a fandy foil, where the foundations 
muft nefceffarily be laid in the water, than that of 
a fortification raifed fur puits, a very expenfivb 
kind of work, and to which there is, as it were, 
00 end, M. Bourcet preferred the ercfting of it 
upon forelands, with a reveUment (or outward 
coating) of no thicknefs, floping to two-fifths df 
it's height, and fupported by a rampart of wet 
earth, well beat and compaded. Thefe forelands 
had been formerly emplcfycd in the conftruftion 
of the walls furrounding the place : but the found- 
ation of the walls which fupported them had been 
laid fufficiendy deep to prevent the finkihg that 
would have been produced by therunningoff of the 
fands which might have efcaped'from under thefe 
foundations j an advailtage which the new mode 
pf conftruftion was far from having. Upon this 
bad plan a thoufand toifes of rcvetement were 
raifed. 

No fooner were the miniftry in Europe inform-* 
c'd of the defefts of thef? vyorks, than they fent 
M. Defclaifons, a tt\^n diftinguilhed in the cofpi 
of engijieers by l^is pfobfty and talents. Thii 

Dd .^ iHilful 
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■ °y° ^ ikilful engineer did not adopt either the forti6ca- 
c -,- -I tions fur puits; or thofe on forelands wich 
revUemens doping to two-fifihs of their height. 
He began his work in February 1770, and com- 
pleted in feven months an extent of fix hundred 
and thirty-fix toifes ; with ten feet of net mafonry 
above the foundation^ which was laid at the lowefl; 
point where it was pofllblc to drain off the waters. 
His mafonry was folid> and his revittment con- 
ftru&ed according to the rules of the greatcd 
matters. 

The fpirit of intrigue, which tlien carried 
every thing at Verfailles, occafioned M. Defclai- 
fons to be recalled, and he was fuccecdcd by 
the fame engineer whofc works had lb juflly 
been cenfurcd. This man had recourfe to his 
, former method, although every thing he had done 

before was already cracked i and he executed a 
new extent of fortification of eight hundred loifcs, 
which fell ta pieces in the fame manner as the 
former. 

The voice of reafon, which will Ibmctimes 
make iifelf be hear'd, prevailed upon the govern- 
ment to apply again to M. Defclalfons in 1775- 
He was defircd to undertake the completion of 
ks of Pondicherry, but ar the fame time 
the fortifications that were already ereft- 
is mode of proceeding was too repugnant 
1 principles for him to accede to itj and 
;ed it indifpenfibly ncceflary to facriiice 
ling that had been exccutea contrary to 
s of the art. He demonftrated, that the 
reeled upon forelands were improper both 
for 
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for defence and duration ; that . the inclined * ** ° ^ 

revetemens could not fail of breaking either hori- '^ — ^ — 9 
zontally. or vertically i that a wall placed before 
the forelands muft neceflarily rpake theni decay, 
and might occalion the finking and dcftruftion of 
the revetemens themfelves. His opinion was, that 
it was proper to defend Pondicherry according to 
the methods pradifcd in Europe j .and that an ia- 
clofure with limple baftions and a few out-works 
was fufficient. The expences of this fortification 
were to amount to five millions of livres*. This 
reafoning, though not controverted, was not ac- 
ceded to j and the place remained defencelefs, or 
in a (late of weaknefs and ruin, which is everjr 
day increafing. 

* The French faftories in India, in their prefenf 
ftate, do not produce more than 200,000 livresfj 
while they cofl: more than 2,009,000 of livres J 
every year. This is a very confiderable facrifice, 
and yet it is lefs than what is required for the pre- 
fervation o£ the ides of France and Bourbon, 
which are not in fo flourifhing a ftate as they were 
expefted to have been. 

Bourbon is fixty miles in length, and forty- VtthMtk%xt 
five in breadth; but nature has rendered ufelefs Bowbon!**^ 
the greateft part of this extenfive fpace. Three 
inacceflible peaks, which are fixteen hundred 
toifcshighj a dreadful volcano, the environs of 
which are always burnt up; nymberlefs ravines, 
of fo fteep a defcent that it is impoffible to clear 
the foil i mountains, the fummit of which is con- 

* 208,3331, 6s. 8d, t 8,3331. 6s. 8d: J 83,333!. 6s. Zd. 
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fUntty arid ; coafb in general coTered witb 
ftones : thefe are ib many natural and unfbrmount- 
able obftades to a cultirarion of any extent. 
Moft of the lands even, which can be cultiyated, 
are floping ; and it is not uncommon to fee the 
beft founded expectations fruftrated by torrents. 

A BiAUTiruL fky, a pure air, a delicioos 
climate, and whcJefomc waters, have btrwever 
colleded in the ifland a population of fix thoufand 
three hundred and forty white men, well made, 
ftrong, courageous, and diftributed in nine parilhes, 
of which that of St. Dennis is the principal. 
Thefe men, a few years ago, were celebrated for 
a fpirit of candour, equity, and moderation 
worthy of the primitive ages. The war of 1756 
produced fome little alteration in their charafter, 
without affeding materially their mtirals. 

Thesi virtues were the more remarkable, as 
they (prang up and were maintained in the midft 
of fix-and-twenry thoufand one hundred and 
ftventy-fivc flavcs, according to the calculation 
made in 1776. 

At the fame period, the colony reckoned 
fevcn-and-fifiy thoufaiid, eight 'hundred and fifty- 
eight animals, not one of which was devoted to 
agriculture. Excepring two thoufand eight hun- 
dred and ninety^onc horfcs, which were employed 
for different purpofes, the reft were entirely def- 
tined for fubfiftence. 

In this year the produce of the harveft rofe to 
five millions four hundred and forty-one thoufand 
twenty-five quintals of corn ; to three millions 
one hundred and ninety-one thoufand four hun- 
dred 
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dred and forty tons of rice ; to twenty-two mil- book 
Ibns four hundred and fixty-one thoufand eight v- ■■,,■■■ ■^ 
hundred tons of mays ; and to two millions fire 
hundred and fifteen thoufand one hundred and 
ninety tons of pulfe. Moft of thefc produ^ions - 
were confumed in Bourbon itfelfj the reft fupplied 
fiibfiftence to thd ifle of France. 

The colony cultivated for the mother-country 
eight millions four hundred and ninety-three 
thoufand cofFee-piants, the fruit of which is of 
the beft kind next to that of Arabia. Each of 
thefe trees yielded originally near two pounds of 
coffee* This produce is diminifhed by three- 
fourths, fince the cultivation has been carried on 
in an open country 5 fince the planters have been 
under a neceflity of growing their trees in an ex- 
haufted foil, and fince the infetfts have attacked 
them. 

The court of Verfailles will never attend to 
the improvement of a colony, where fteep fliores, 
and a fea violently agitated, render the navi^* 
gation always dangerous, and often imprafticablc. 
It were rather to be wifhed that it might be aban- 
doned, becaufe it is a powerful attraction to fome 
ftien, and to fome exertions, which fiiould rather 
be all concentrated in the ifle of France, which 
is only five-and-thirty leagued diftant from it. 

According to the obfervations of the Abb^ PK(ent 
de laCaille, this other pofleflion meafures thirty- jflcof 
one thoufand eight hundred and ninety toifes in fmA«ance 
it'sgreatcft diameter i twenty-two thoufand one J/Jj^'i^^^. 
hundred and twenty-four in it*s greateft breadth 5 Account of 
and four hiindred and thirty-two thoufand fix hun- Iire«dy" 

, . ^eea done, 

drcd 
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* ?y^ ^ dfcd and eighty acres of fuperficies. Nambcrs 
V- ■■ y l^i^y of mountains are to he feen in it ; not one of 
flulrema^M wKich is moFe than four hundred and twenty- 
to^bcdoiw f^^ ^{^3 ygj,^ Although the foil be in all 

parts covered with ftones of a greater or lefs fize ib 
that it cannot be tilled with the plough, but mtift 
be worked with the fpade, it is ncvcrthelefs fit 
(or manjr things. Though more fupcrficiai and 
. lefs fertile tbao that of Bourbon, it is more ge* 
nerally fufceptibk; of cultivation. 

This ifland f(^ a long time engaged the fpe- 
culation, rather than the induftry of it*s pofleflbrs ^ 
they wafted their time ii? conje<5lures concerning 
the ufe it might be put to. 

Some were inclined to make a mart of it, where 
all India goods fhould center. They were to be 
brought thither on India bottoms, and then (hip- 
ped on board French veffels, which were never to 
go any further. A double advantage evidently 
arofe from this fchcme j firft, the expences were 
leflened, as both the pay and the maintenance of 
India failors is very trifling j and, fecondly, thq 
fhips crews were better preferved, for thefe were 
fometimes deftroycd by the length of the voyage 
alone, and ftill more frequently by the climate, 
efpecially in Arabia and at Bengal. This plan 
met with no fiipport. It was feared that the Conr^- 
pany would fall into contempt, unlefs they dif- 
played, in thefe diftant latitudes, a naval force, 
fufficient to infure refpeft. 

Others, agreeably to a new fyftem which en- 
gaged their attention, were of opinion that the 
inhabitants of the Ifle of France Ihould be ai* 

lowed 
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Idyfid to trade to India, which they had never yet ^ 00 k 
been fufFered to do. The fupportcrs of this fyftcm 
maintained, that the propofedfrcddom would prove 
an abundant fourcc of wealth to the colony, and 
confequcntly to the mother-country. But the 
ifland was then in want of both veffcls and fpe- 
cie ; it had no articles for exportation, nor means 
of confumption. For all thefe rcafons,* the expe- 
riment proved unfuccefsful, and it was refolvcd 
that the ifland ihould be entirely confined to agri* 
culture. 

This new regulation gave rife to frefli miftakes. 
Men were fent from the mother-country to the 
cplony, who neither underftood husbandry, nor 
were accuftomed to labour. The lands were dis- 
tributed at a venture, and without diftinguilhing 
what was to be (bleared from what did not want 
it. Money was advanced to the planters, not in 
proportion to their induftry, but to the intereft 
they could mal<* with the government. The 
Company, who got cent, per cent, upon the com- 
modities the colony drew from Europe, and fifty 
per cent, upon thofe that were fent in from India, 
required that the produceof the country fhould be 
delivered into their warehoufes at a very low 
price. To complete the misfortunes of the co- 
lony, the company, who had kept all the power 
in their own hands, broke the engagements they 
had entered into with their fubjefls, or rather with 
their flaves. 

.Under fuch an adminiftratioOj no improve- 
ments could be expefted. Difcouragement threw 
moik of the colonifts into a ftace of inadion. 

Thofe 
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^ %^^ Tho(cwiiohadibiDelhaff€Qfiiidaaryraiuu^^ 
were eiclier in want of the mesos that lead to 
prosperity, or were not lupported b^ that ftrengck 
of miod which enables men to fannoioit the d^i- 
culties always attendiDg qpoo new icttkiDents. 
Thole who had an opportmiity dkaug and ob- 
ferring the agricnltorc of the Ifle of France, 
found it littk better' than what they had ftea 
among the (avagcs. 

In 1764, die goTemment rook die colony wi- 
der it^s own immediate controuL From that 
period, to 1776, a populadon has been fuccefljve** 
ly formed there of Ox thoufand three hundred 
and eighty-fix white men, incIodiDg two thoufand 
nine hundred and fifty-fire foldierss of eleven 
hundred and ninety-nine free n^roes ; and of 
twenty-five thoufand one hundred and fifty-four 
flaves. The catde on the ifland has alfb been in- 
creafed to tWenty-five thoufand three hundred and 
fixty-fcvcn. 

The coffee-tree has em'^ycd a confiderable 
number of planters s but the librricancs that have 
fucceeded each other with extrem^ rapidity, have 
prevented any advantage being derived from thefb 
plantations. The foil itfelf, which is in generd 
ferruginous and of litde depth, feems improper 
for this culture. It might therefore with reafbn 
be doubted whether it would fuccecd here, if even 
the government had not endeavoured to check it^ 
by the duties that have been laid on the coffee ac 
it's going out of the ifland^ and at it's entrance in 
France, 

Tbmm 
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Thrie fugar-plantations have been eftaWifced, ^ o o k 
aod thefe are fuffici^nt for the wants of th^ y ' ^ 
cplony. 

No more than forty thoufajid weight of cotton 
has yet been gathered. This laft commodity i$ 
of 4 good kind, and every thing promifc3 an in- 
crcafc of it. 

Thb camphor, the aloes, the cocoa-tree, the 
agallochum, the fago, the cardamom, the cinna- 
mon-tree, and many other vegetables proper to 
AGa,which have been naturalized in the ifland,wiU 
probably always remain objects of mere curiofity. 

SoMB iron mines had been difcovered a long •« 

time i but it has been found neceifary to abandon ^ 

thefe, becaufe they could not fupport the compe- 
tition of thofe in Europe, 

It is well know'n, that for thefe two hundred 
yearia, the Dut<:h have been enriching themfclvea 
by the falc of cloves and nutmegs. To fecurc to 
themfelves the exclufive trade of thefe articles, 
they have deftroyed or enflaved the nation that 
was ip poflfeflion of thofe fpice§ j and, left the 
price of them Ihould fall, even in their own hands, 
they have rooted up mod of the trees, and have 
frequently burnt thp fruit of thofe they had pre- 
ferved. 

This barbarous avidity, which has fo oftea 
excited the indignation of other nations, fo ftrongly 
^xafperated Mr. Poivre (who had travelled all 
Qver Afia as a naturalift and a philofopher), that 
he availed himfelf of the authority he was intnjjft- 
cd with ia the Ifle of France, and fent men into 
the leaft frequented parts of the Moluccas, to 
7 fearch 
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B o^o K fearch for what avarice had for fo long a thnc 
withbolden from the reft of the worid. The la- 
bours of thofe intrepid and fagacious navigators, 
in whom he had confided, were crowned with 
focceis. 

Oh the 17th of June 1770, they brought to the 
Ifle of France 450 nutmeg and 70 clove-trees ; 
10,000 nutmegs, either growing, or ready to 
grow ; and a cheft of cloves, feveral of which 
werefprung up. Two years. after this, another 
importadoa was made, much more confiderable 
than the foraier. 

Some of theie precious plants were carried to 
the iflands of Seychelles, of Bourbon, and of 
Cayenne ; but the greater part of them remained 
in the ifle of France. All thofe which were dif- 
tributed among fM-ivate perfbns periihed. The 
care of the mod ikilful botanifts, the moft con- 
ftant attention, and the moft confiderable ex« 
pences, could not prefcrve, even in the king's 
garden, more than fifty-eight nutmeg, and thirty- 
eight clove-trees. In the month of October 1775, 
two of thefe lafl bore flowers, which were changed 
into fruit the next year. That which we have 
feen is fmall, dry and meager. If they are not 
improved by a long naturalization, the Dutch 
will only have had a falfe alarm, and they will re« 
main immutably the matters of the fpice trade. 

Sound policy has given another deftination to 
the ifle of France. The quantity erf" corn there 
muft be increafed j and the crops of rice extend- 
ed by a more judicious diftribution of the waters: 
it is equally important to attend to the multiply- 
ing 
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jiig of the cattle, and to the improvement of thci ^ ^^^ k 
breed. ' 

These objedls of firft neceflity were for a long 
time incondderablci although it was an eafy mat-*^ 
ter to form pafturages^ and although the foil yield-^ 
td twenty for one. Only a few years ago it was 
fuggefted to the government, to buy up, at a good 
price, all the grain which the planters might have 
to fell { and at this period the harvefts were in- 
crcafed. If this plan be uninterruptedly followed^ 
the colony will foon furnifh provifions for it*s in- 
habitants, for the navigators that may frequent 
it's roads, and for the armies and fleets which cir- 
cumftances will fooner or later bring there. Then 
this ifland will be what it Ihouldj the bulwark of 
lill the fcttlements which France poflefles, or may: 
onc'day acquire in the Indies ; the center of all 
military operations, ofFenfive or defcnfive, which 
her intereft will oblige her to undertake, or to 
fuftainj in thele diftant regions. 

It is fituated in the /African feas, jufl: at the 
entrance of the Indian ocean. Though raifed as 
high as arid or burning coafts, it is temperate and 
wholefome. As it lies a little out of the common 
track, it*s expeditions can be carried on with 
greater fecrecy. Thofe who wifh it was nearer to 
our continent^ do not confider that> if it were fo, in 
would be impoflible to pafs in a fliort time from 
it's road to the gulphs in the moft diftant of thefe 
regions, which is an ineftimable advantage to a ^ 
nation that has no fea-port in India. 

Great Britain fees, with a jealous eye, her 
rivals pofleffed of a fettlemeftt where the ruin of 

Vol. II, E e her 
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• ^^^ ^ her property in Alia may be prepared. At the 
breaking out of a war, her utmoft efforts will cer- 
tainly be exened again ft a colony that threatens 
her richeft treafures. What a misfortune for 
France^ fhould fiie fuffer herfelf to* be deprived 
of it ! 

Yet what have wc not to- fear, when we fee 
that to this day no care has been taken for 
the defence of this ifland ; that die means for this 
purpofe have always been wanting^, ormifapplied *, 
that the court of Vcrfeilles, from year ta year^ 
has waited for the difpatches of the diredx>rs to 
€ome to a determination on this point> juft as one 
would wait for the return of a courier from the 
froaticrs j and that ercn at the time we arc writings 
there is ftiU perhaps a difptKe, refpeding the krnd 
af prote(5lion which it is moft expediem to adopt 
for a fettlemeiit of this importance. 

It is the general opinion of Teamen^ that the 
fccurity of the Ifleof France mufl depend entirely 
on the naval forces : but they acknowkge, that 
thefe forces cannot fulfil this intentioa> till they 
have been fheltcred from thofe hurricanes fo fre- 
quent and fo terrible, which prevail ia thefolati- 
tudes from the month of December to that of 
April. A great nwmber of merchantmen have 
indeed been loft>^ and whcAt fquadrons have re^ 
ccived fo much injury, even in Port Louis, the 
only one to which feamen at prefent refort, that 
too much labour cannot be beftowed in guarding 
againft thefe dreadful events. For a long time,- 
the government paid little attention to this im- 
portant obje(^. It has at length- determined ta 

dig 
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dig a large harbour in this road, in the comfort- book 
able hope that fhips of all dimcnfions may one ^ y^ » 
day find a fafe afylum here. 

This bufinefs cannot be puflied on with too 
much expedition j but fuppofing it executed with 
every poffible fuccefs, the maritimeforces would 
ftill be infufficient for the defence of the colony. 
The ftate will never fubjeft itfelf to the expencc 
of maintainiiig conftantly a ftationary fquadron in 
thefe latitudes; and it is poffible that the ifland 
may be attacked in the abfence of the fleet, which 
may alio be deftroyed by ficknefs or by a ftorm. 
Let it be a ftrong or a weak one, it flill runs the 
rifque of being beaten ; and even if it were vic- 
torious, an opportunity may have been feized of 
landing troops during the aftion. Thefe tyoops 
woxJd immediately march on to the port, and 
would make themfelves maflers of it, as well as 
of the victorious fhips, which might have takea 
fhelter there in order to refit. By this manoeuvre, 
which is a very fimple one, a valuable fettlement 
would fall, without flriking a blow, into the hands 
of an enterprizing and Ikilful enemy. Thefe ap- 
prehenfions, which are well founded, argue the 
neceffity of fortifications. 

Some engineers have imagined, that batteries 
judjcioufly difpofed along the cosfcft, would be fuf- 
ficient to prevent the befiegers from landing* 
Hut fince it has been afccrtained that the ifland is 
acceffible to boats in the greatefl: part of it's cir- 
cunafcrence, that even in feveral places, a dcfcent 
could be cffcded by force under the proteftion of 
tlie men of war, this plan ha^ been relinquiflied. It 

E e 2 has 
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• ^j^ * has been uoderflood, that there woold be an iiH 
finite ouir.ber of pods to fortify; that the expencca 
would be ecdicfs ; that too many troops would be 
wanted ; and that the difixibution of them would 
leave every point expoied to the coniequencc of a 
landing executed fuddenly^ or by furprize. 

Thx idea of a war of pofts has not been thought 
a more fortunate one. The Ifle of France, not- 
withftanding the advantage of pofts, will never 
colled a fufficieot body of troops to refift thofe 
which the enemy may bring there. The perfons 
who have propofcd this idea, have laid a ftrefs 
upon the afliftance to be obtained from the coIo-* 
nifts and the Oaves : but they have been obliged 
at length to acknowlege, that this multitude, which 
mightpolfibly be of fomeufc behind good rampartSi 
could be of little or no fcrvicc in the open field. 

The projeft of building aad fortifying a city in 
the inland parts, has for a long time had it^s par^ 
tifans^ Such an eftablifhmenr appeared to them 
proper to keep the beficgers at a diftance from the 
center of the colony, and to force them, in time, 
to relinquifh any advantages they might have 
gained at firft. They would not be convinced 
that without any movement on the part of an 
enemy, who was become matter of the ports, and 
of the coafts, the garrifbnj deprived of every ex- 
ternal communication, would foon be reduced to 
the ncccffity of furrcndering at difcretion, or of 
perifliing with famine. And even if the enemy 
were to do nothing more than fill up the roads, 
and dettroy the arfenals, magazines, and all the 
Public edifices, would not their principal objciS; 

be 
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be fulfilled ? Of what concern would it be then to * ^J^ ^ 

J V « 

them, that there fhould be a fortrtfs and a gar- 
rifon in the midft of an ifland, incapable of giv- 
ing them any uneafinefs, or of exciting their 
jealoufy in future ? 

Aftbr fo many variations and fuch uncertain- 
ties of opinion, the government has begun to be 
convinced, that the only method of defending 
the colony is to provide for the fecurity of it's two 
ports s to eftablifli a communication that (hall 
give rife to internal connexions between them ; 
that 'ftiall facilitate a ready diftribution of the 
forces according to the defigns of the enemy, and 
that fhall make the fuccours which might arrive 
from without by one or other of it's roads, common 
to both parties, 

Port-Bourbon, where the Dutch had formed 
their fettlement, and Port-Louis, the only one 
to which the French refort, had not hitherto ap- 
peared capable of being fortified : the firft, on 
account of it's vaft extent, the latter, on account 

of the irregular heights which furround it. But 
the Chevalier d'Ar^on has propofed a plan which 
has removed all tbefe difficulties, and which, 
after the fuUeft difcuffion, has obtained the appro- 
bation of thofe who are the beft acquainted with 
this important art. The expences attending the 
execution of this great projedk have been rigidly 
calculated, and it is affirmed, that they will not 
be confiderable. 

But what number of troops will be wanted to 
defend thefe fortifications ? The Ikilful engineer 
Vfuaily requires but few. He is well aware, that 

Eej if 
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B o o K if many wjcrc to be fcnt, they would foon grow 
effeminate by the heat of the climate, become 
corrupt by the delire and expectation of gain, 
ruined by debauchery, and enervated by idlcnefs. 
Accordingly, hehas reduced them in time of peace 
to two thoufand men, who will be eafily reftrain- 
cd, exercifed, and difciplined. This number ap- 
pears to him fufEcient to rcfift any fuddcn or un* 
cxpefted attack that might fall on the colony. If 
it were threatened with extraordinalry danger from 
great preparations, a minifter, attentive to the 
ftorms that are gathering, would* have time 
enough to fend over the forces neceflary to defend 
it, or to aft in Indoftan according to circum-r 
ftances. 

Some perfons will difapprove of thefe views. 
The Ifle of France cofts the ftate annually eight 
millions of livres *. This expence, which will 
fcarce admit of any reduftion, excites the indig- 
nation of many good citizens. Their wifti is that 
this fettlement fliould be abandoned as well as 
Bourbon, which is only a burdenfome appendage 
to it* 

This indeed would be the fcheme moft expe-f 
dient to be adopted, if we conCdered only the 
languiihing trade now carried on by the French in 
India. But political fpeculations reach beyond 
this objcft. It is forcfeen, that if this refolution 
were adhered tOj^ the Englifh would drive all fo-* 
reign nations from the Afiatic feasi that they would 
appropriate to themfelves all the riches of thefe 
cxtenfive regions ; and that fo many powerful 
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fourccs united in their hands would give them a * ^^ ^ 
dangerous influence in Europe. Thefc confider- 
ations ought ftill niore fully to convince the court 
of Verfaillcs of the neceffity'of fortifying the Iflc 
of France ; at the fame time taking the moft ef- 
feftual: precautions not to be impofed upon by the 
agents chofen to carry this point into execution. 

However, there is fo ncceffary a connexion 
between the Ifle of France and Fondicherry, tfcat 
thofe two pofleffions are entirely dependent on 
each others for, without the Ifle of France, there 
would be no protection for the fettlements in India; 
and, without Fondicherry, the Ifle of France would 
be expofed to the invafion of the Englifli from Afia 
as well as from Europe. 

The Ifle of France and Fondicherry, when con- 
fidered as having a neceflary and mutual connec- 
tion, will be a fecurity to one another. Fondi- 
cherry will proteft the Ifle of France, as being the 
rival of Madrafs, which the Englifli muft always 
cover with their land and fea forces 5 and, on the 
other hand, the Ifle of France will always be ready 
to fuccQur Fondicherry, or to aft offenfively, as 
circumfl:ances fliall recjuire. 

From thefe principles it appears how requifite 

it is^ after having fortified the Ifle of France, to 

put Fondicherry immediately inaftateofdefence. 

This place will become the neceflary fl:aple of all 

the trade carried on with India, as well as a de- 

pofit of all the troops and provifidns that will be 

fent there. It will alfo ferve to proteft a 

fmall force, when ofFcnfive meafures are pur- 

fued. 

Ee 4 When 




4t4 HISTORY OF SETTt^EMENTS AND TRADB 

When tjie Ifle of France and Pondicherry ar^ 
once put in a proper pofturc of defence, the cour? 
of Verfaillcs will no longer fcruple to afford the 
merchants that proteftion which the fovereigq 
owes to his fubjcfts, throughout the whole of his 
^onninions. The Britifli niiniftry, on their parts^ 
•will be more fully convinced than they have hither- 
to appeared to be, of the neceflity of reftraining 
the Englifli traders within the bounds of mode- 
ration and juftice. But yf\\\ the Englifli Com- 
pany be made to give up the abufe of power, an4 
to renounce thofe loofe principles which their 
aftonifliing fuccefs has infpired them with ? This 
cannot be expefted. Their refiftance would pro- 
duce acrimony : the interefts pf the two natioii| 
vould clafli| and war would enfue. 

Far be it from us to fuggeft any idea that \|rould 
tend tp rekindle the flarpes of difcord. Rather le? 
the voice of reafpn and philofophy be hear*d by 
the rulers of the world. May all fovereigns, after 
fo many ages of error, learn to prefer the virtuou^ 
glory of making a fipw men happy, to the mad am- 
bition of reigning oyer wafted regions, and people 
groaning under the weight of opprefllon ! May 
^11 men, become brethren, accuftom themfelves 
to confider the univerfe as one family under the ey? 
of one common Father ! But thefe wifhes, which 
are thofe of every enlightened and humane man, 
will appear as idle dreams to ambitious minifters, 
who hold the reins of empire. Their bufy and reft- 
Jcfs difpofition will ftill flied torrents of blood. 

Some pitiful <:ommercial intereft will again arm 
the French and the Englifli. Though Grea^t 

Britain, 
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JBritain, in moft of her wars, has aimed chiiefly ^t P o o » 
fdeftroying the induftry of her neighbours ; and 
though the fuperiority of her naval forces niay ftill 
fceep up the hope, fo often difappointcd, of effcdr 
ihg this, yet we may fafely> foretell that fhe would 
phufe to remoye the fcene of aftion from the fea^ 
of Afia, where fhe would have fo little to gain^ 
and fo much to lofe. That power is not ignorant 
pf the fecret wifhes formed on all fides for the 
overthrow of an edifice, which eclipfes all the reft. 
The fubah of Bengal is fecretly exafperated that he 
lias not even the appearance of authority left. The 
fubah of the Decan is inconfolable to fee his com- 
jmerce under the controul of a foreign power. The 
pabob of Arcot endeavours to difpel the jealoufies 
pf his tyrants. The Marattas are exafperated to 
find perpetual obftacles to their depredations. All 
the powers of thefe countries are either aftually 
pnflaved, or think themfelves on the eve of being 
fo. England, we may prefume, would not wifii 
to fee the French at the head of fuch a confede- 
racy. On the contrary, we may venture to foretell, 
that a ftrift neutrality for India would be the wifeft ' 
plan they could purfue, and the one they would 
inoft readily adopt. 

But would this fyftem be as eligible for their 
rivals? Certainly not. The French are aware, 
that warlike preparations made at the Ifle of 
France might be employed with advantage ; that 
the conqucfts of the Englifh are too extenfive not 
to be open to attacks j and that, fince their ex- 
perienced officers are returned home, the Britifh 
pofleffions in Indoftan are only defended by young 

men. 
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«poa miiftafy cxercifcs. It is dbodbrc co be 
prcTooicdy chat a wvlike aatioo voold cjgulj 
icfze J0 opportoottf of rrpnruig tkcir feracr 
cBiaScrs* At the fight of their taadjnls, aH 
thefc oppreficd femrrrigns wooid take tbe field; 
tfod the mlers of India, fbrroonded wkk eaemics^ 
and attacked at once on the north vA on the 
fbothy by fea and bf land^ woukl infallibly be 
OTcrpowercd. 
tr.mt^ Thi» the French, confidercd as d^ defivcrcrs 
FreiKh of Indoftan, woaM c nieigc from that ftate of hu* 
^' ** miliation into which their own mifcondod hath 



Jj^^jj^ planged them. They wotdd become the idols of 
*^ ^^^ ^^ princes and people of Afia, provided die re- 



m4 troturion brought about by them (honld prove a 
SJ^ leflbn of moderation. Their trade wodM be ex- 
tenfive and flourifhing, fb long as they knew how 
to be juft. But this profpcrity would end in fomc 
fatal cataftrophe, fhould an inordinate ambition 
prompt them to plunder, ravage, and opprcft. 
They would then, in their turn, (hare the fame 
fate as their extravagant and cruel rivals whom 
they had reduced. 

To conquer, or to plunder with violence, is the 
fame thing. The plunderer and the violent man 
arc always objefts of deteflration. 

Perhaps it may be true, that great riches are 
not to be rapidly acquired without great injuiyceii 
but it is not Icfs true, that an unjuft man is uni- 
verfally hated ; and it is a matter of uncertainty^^ 
whether the wealth he hath gained will indemnify 
him for the odium he hath incurred. 

Ther^ 
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Therip is not any one nation that is not jealous ^ ^^ ^ 
of the profpcrity of another. Why muft thi^ 
jealoufy be perpetuated, notwithftanding the ex- 
perience of it's fatal confequences ? 

Thbre is but one lawful mode of obtaining a 
fuperiority over our connpetitors : this is, niildncfs 
in adnniniftration j faithful obfervance of engajge- 
ments; the having goods of a better quality, and 
the being fatisfied with a nioderatc profit. Why 
ihould we have recourfe to other meafures, which 
become more hurtful in procefs of time than they 
are ufcful at the moment ? 

Let the merchant be humane and juft j and if he 
Oiould enjoy poffeffions, let them not be ufurped# 
Ufurpation is in confident with quiet enjoyment. 

To aft with policy, or to cheat with dextecily* 
is the fame thing j and the only refult of it is 
miftruft, which arifes as foon as the duplicity is 
difcovered, and is never removed. 

If it be a matter of importance to a citizen^^ to 
eftablifii a character in fociety, it is of much higher 
confequence to a nation to acquire one among 
other nations, in the midft of which it's intention 
is to fettle and profper. 

A WISE people will never fuflfer that any in* 
croachment ihould be made upon liberty or pro- 
perty. They will refpeft the conjugal tie; they 
will conform to the cuftoms of the country 5 and 
wait for a change of manners from time* If they 
do not bend the knee before the Gods of the 
country, they will at leaft carefully abftain from 
breaking their altars ; let them rather fall by their 
antiquity. Thefc people will thus become 

naturalized. 

What 
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B o o K What Icflbn (hall wc have learnt from the 
maffacrc of fo many Portugueff, Dutch, Englifli, 
and French, unlefs it have taught to keep upoa 
good terms with the natives ? If we aft with thenri 
as our predeceffors have done, we (hall certainly 
be maflacred, as they have been. 

Let* us, therefore, no longer be impoftors on 
pur firft appearance; fcrvile, when we are receive 
cd ; infolent, when wc think ourfelves ttrong ; and 
cruel, when we are become all-powerful. 

To infure the affccbion of the inhabitants of any 
diftrift, is the only circumftance that can render 
your fettlements firm. Aft in fuch a manner that 
thefe inhabitants (hall defend you when you are 
attacked. |f they do not defend, they will betray 
you. 

Nations that are fubdued, long for a deliverer; 
nations that are opprefled, for an avenger j and 
they will foon find one. 

Will ye be always extravagant enough to 
prefer flavcs to men that are free ; difcontented to 
affeftionate fubjefts ^ enemies to friends i; Ybes to 
brethren ? 

If ye (hould happen to take a part in the dif» 
putes between two princes, be not lightly influ- 
enced by the call Qf interefl: againffi the clainis of 
juftice. What compenfation can ye have for lofingj 
the title of juft ? Be rather mediators than auxilia- 
ries. The part of a. mediator is always refpefted; 
that of an auxiliary always hazardous. Will y^ 
ftill continue to maflacre, impfifon, and plunder, 
thofe who have put themfelves under your pro- 
tcftion ? Proud Europeans, ye have not always 
conquered by the force of arms. Will ye not, "at 

lengthy 
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kngth be afliamed of having fo frequently de^ ^ ^^ ^ 
graded yourfelves to ad the pare of corrupters of 
the brave commanders of your enemies ? 

What do thofc forts announce with which you 
have lined all the coafts j unlefs it be your terror 
and the odium of thofe that furround you ? Ye 
will no longer be under apprehenfions, when ye 
arc no longer detefted. Ye will no longer be de- 
tcfted when ye are benevolent. The favage, as 
well as the civilized man^ afpires after happineiTs. 

Thb advantages of population^ and the means of 
increafing it, arc the fame in both hemifpheres. 

Upon whatever fpot ye may fettle, if ye rcfpefl: 
yourfelves, and if ye aft as the founders of cities, 
ye will foon acquire a power not to be fubverted. 
Encourage, therefore, every kind of increafe m 
every rank and profeflion, except that of prieft- 
hood. Let there be no reigning religion. Let 
every man praife God in the manner moft agree- 
able to him. Let morality be eftablifhed on the 
globe : it is the bulinefs of toleration* 

The Ihip that Ihould tranfport into your colo- 
nies healthy and vigorous young men, with in- 
duftrious and prudent young women, would be 
the bed laden of all your veflels. It would prove 
the fource of eternal peace between you and the 
natives. 

Do not multiply produ6lions alone, .but mul- 
tiply farmers, confumers, and with them every 
fpecies of induftry, every branch of commerce. 
Much will ftill remain to be done, while you do 
not meet with your colonifts on the feas j while 
they are not as frequently feen upon your fhores, 
as your traders are upon tbeir's. 

PlTNISH 
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4ja HBTORY OP SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

PuHfSH the crimes of four own people ftOl mcMV 
Severely than tfaofe of the nadres* Thus it is 
that you will infpire the latter with relpeft for the 
authority of the laws. 

Let every agent, not only conyided, but cvca 
fufpeSed of the flighteft extortion^ be inftantly 
recalled. When venality is proved, panilh it 
upon the fpot, that there may be no temptation 
on one part to offer, what it would be infaoious 
on the other to receive. 

£v£itT thing is loft, while your agents are only 
protefted perlbns, or men of bad fame; tl^ 
ibra>er, who are intent only upon repairing their 
fortunes, by plundering at a diftance ; the latter^ 
who come to hide their ignominy in your count* 
isfg-houfes and factories. There is no integrity 
lb eonfirmed, as to be expofed to cro(s the line j 

without rifk of being tainted. 

If ye are juft and humane, people will remain 
with you $ they will do more; they will even quit 
diftant countries to come and reiide among you. 

Appoint fome days of reft ; and infticutc fome 
feftivals, but let them be merely of a civil nature. 
You will be ever bleft indeed, if the moft cbearful 
of thelc feftivals ftiall be celebrated in comme- 
moration of your firft arrival in the country. 

Be faithful to the treaties you have concluded. 
Let your ally find an advantage in them, which is 
the only legitimate guarantee of their duration* 
If I be injured, either by my own ignorance, or 
by your cunning, vain is the otth 1 have taken ^ 
beavtH and earth will releafe me from it. 
< As long as ye fliall feparate the good of the 

nation that has received you, from your own ad- 
vantage. 
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Tantagc, yc will be opprcflEbrs and tyrants 5 and book 
it is by the title of benefaftors alone that we can 
conciliate affedion. 

If the man who dwells near you Ihotild bury 
his gold, you may be afltrred that he curfes you. 

To what purpofe is it that ye oppofe a revolu- 
tion, which, though diftant, will certainly be ac- 
compiiflied, notwithftanding all your efforts to 
prevent it ? The 'world that you have invaded 
muft free itfelf from that which you inhabit. Then 
the feas will only feparate friends and brothers. 
What great calamity do ye fee in this, ye unjuft> 

cruel and inflexible tyrants ? 

» 

The edifice of wifdom is not eternal : but that 
of folly is continually tottering, and foon falls to 
pieces. Wifdom irhprints it*s lading charaftert 
upon the rocks j Folly traces her's on the fand. 
Settlements have been formed and fubvertedj 
ruins have been heaped on ruins i countries that 
were well peopled have become defertj ports that 
'were full of buildings have been abandoned ^ vaft 
tradls that had been ill cemented with blood have 
fcparated, and have brought to view the bones of 
murderers and of tyrants confounded with each 
other. It feems as if from one region to another 
profperity had been purfucd by an evil genius 
which fpeaks our feveral languages, and which dif- 
fufes'the fame calamities in all parts. 

Let our firft viflims no longer feel themfelvcs 
avenged, and rejoice at fight of the rage we arc 
continually exerting againft each other. May 
thefe ideas, throw'n out without art, and as they 
prcfcnted themfelvcs to my mind, make a deep 
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